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Introduction

,Q WRGD\Y geerRhbOranl @hristians have either lost thditgbor the

motivation to take tl gospel to the lostThis may bealue toa lack of desire, a lack

of understandingor fear of how people will resportd the message of Christ
Neverthelesswe learn in the scriptures that it is the responsibility of every
Christian to both learn the g88HO DQG WHDFK LW ,Q VKRUW ZH
keepersTherefore it is thegoal of this study to change the pattern cited above by

showing all Christians how they can fulfill their responsibility in the work of

teaching the gospel

The New Testament dnch provides us with wonderful examples of men and
ZRPHQ ZKR ZHUH DEOH WR ER OrGe@ety pladde B@itely *RG TV :
circumstanceWe have several examples where all Christians, mature and babes

alike, were able to take the gospel to the lostDWMWV ULJKW (YHQ EDEHYV
were able tdeach the gospel. With the proper information, faith, and motivation

God gives all Christians the ability to do their parthiis work

Throughout this series we wikarn what it takes to follow the examset for us

by the New Testament churcfhere are many toobsvailable to us that we will be

learning how to useThereare many opportunities to which we wilie learnng

how to open our eyes. There is much confidence to bewach we will be
strivingtogrowin VR WKDW ZH FDQ IXOILO GGoihetdfof&and 1V FRPP
make disciples of all the natiors

David Phillips



The Need to Teach

Teaching the Gospel: Lesson 1

One of the best tools for motivating people to accomplish a task is to shoviltbdenefits of
fulfilling that task. Therefore in this lesson we are going to consider the need and the benefits of
learning how to teach the gospel. First of all we must see our need as Disciples ofl€usst.

said, The Son of Man has come to sévwat which was lost(Matthew18:11). Later He said?A

disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his feacher
(Luke 6:40).If we are going to be true disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ then we must learn to be
ILNH +LP PDNLQJ dawe tRaxwhidRvagodlV R 3

Learning From Nehemiah

After Israel was released from Babylonian captivity Nehemiah was given permission to go to
Jerusalem with a small remnant of Jews where he would survey the city Jerusdl®&egan

making repairs. When he arrived in 445 B.C. the wall around the city had been lying in waste for
about ninety\ HDUV 37KH UHVLGHQWY KDG EHFRPH VR DFFXVWRPH(
to notice. However, Nehemiah caused them to see taiiton and called the people to rise up

and buld. But the work would not beasy. There were both external and internal problems to
overcome: certain men criticized and hindered the work at every turn and many of the Jewish
leaders were more interestiedtheir financial welfare than that of the nation. At one point the
workers on the wall wanted to quit, having become discouraged at the endrthigytask that

OD\ EHIRUH W K H HArained té Picathpg. 3P H

At times congregations mdgil to noticethat they are not growing, or they notice but do not

know what to do abouttW :H PXVW ORRN DW WKH FKXUFK IURP 1HKHP
walls torn down? Are they crumbling? We must come to realize that there is great work to be
done andDOO WKH PHPEHUV RI D ORFDO FKXUFK KiiWhadm UHV SR C
the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective
working by whichevery part does its shareauses growth of the body fhe edifying of itself in

love” (SKHVLDQV $ FRQJUHJDWLRQ WKDW LV QRW ZRUNL
FDQQRW EH UHSDLUHG 7KHUHIRUH OHW XV KHHG WKH H[KRL
STKHQ , VDLG WR WKHP haiXdredid Rowétlibaerh Ved/Mbbt &, ¥ndits gates

are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a
reproachf”~ 1HKHP LIBKWhy do we need to learn to teach the gospel? Because a church

that is not gowing in the Lord is a reproach to the Lord. Let us therefore be diligent to teach the
gospel to all men so that God may be glorified by His people.

Spiritual Growth Requires that we Teach

We must also understand that the growth of the church is not salmagsured in numbers.

Rather, the strength of our walls is also seen in the strength of the current members of the
congregation. Therefore our need to teach the gospel is not only to save the lost, but to also
strengthen ourselves in knowledge, in un@erding, and in faith! Speaking to the general
DVVHPEO\ RI &KULVWLDQV W#&HhoughEDY Hhis tidrie lyddHughy © lbé 3
teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you
have come to need milkné not solid food +HEUHZV +LV SRLQW ZDV W




Christians need to grow and mature. Those who are taught as babes in Christ, when they mature,
must learn how to teach those who become babes after them. Our growth in this manner can be
facl LWDWHG LQ SDUW E\ RXU OHDUQLQJ KRZ WR SSHDFK DQ
winning is one of the many ways to grow and bear &uitLW LV@ WKH QDWXUDO UHV)
WKH |IDLW K EvahBeRza@ BeOLostpg. 12). This is the workhat we have to do. A
congregation made up of members who do not know how to teach the gospel will neither grow in
numbers, nor in strength and maturity. When we fulfill our duty in this, our knowledge,
understanding, and faith also become the beneétsib enjoy.

Love Demands that we Teach

In 1 Corinthians 13:4 Paul describes in a very powerful way our need to have the love of God

Z LW K Land¢hobugh I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though | give my body to be

burned, but have not lovi,profits me nothing YV ,W LV IRU WKLV UHDVRQ W

undying love for all men; for our brethren as well as unbelievers. We know that it was because of

-HVXVY ORYH WKDW +H QRW RQO\ FDPH WR WK HiedHdnth&/ K WR V

cross to give life to all. If we are to call ourselves after His name (Christian) then we must learn

to apply this same love in our own lives. We must understand that all who do not hear the gospel

and obey it will be lost (2 Thessalonian8)1 If we truly have a love for lost souls then we will

GR DOO ZH FDQ WR WDNH WKH JRVSHO WR WKHP $00 PHQ DI
7TKHUHIRUH LQ WKLY VHQVH ZH DUH RXU (EURWKHUTV N

lovetoZDUG RXU IHOORZ PDQ WK D WButHdXdemosRatdd Bis\Wit 2dvd) G X V

toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died forub6 RPDQ V

Our Teaching Is The Result Of Our Rejoicing

Any person who has found a great treasuraig-pressed to contain his jayer his discovery.

When Jesus healed the deaf and dumb man He commanded him that he should tell no one. In
VSLWH RI WK hW theWwhokeé e\con¥manded them, the more widely they proclaimed it

(Mark 7:36). ThissameK LQJ KDSSHQHG ZKHQ -HVXV KHDdHd &ridyPDQ R
warned hm and sent him away at onc QG VDLG WR KLP pu6HH WKDW \RX VD\
go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing those thingavidseh
FRPPDQGHG DV D WHVWLPRQ\ WR WKHP § +RZHYHU KH ZHQW
to spread the matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in
deserted places; and they came to Him from every directidow, if these men could not

silence their rejoicing over being healed of their illnesses though Jesus commanded them, how
much less should Christians be able to keep silent who have been freed from their sins and
commanded to proclaim it to the world? Tétfere if we truly rejoice like the Ethiopian eunuch

and the Philippian jailor (Acts 8:39; 16:34) then nothing should be able to stop us from
proclaiming the same message to the lost by which we were also saved! Therefore, let us learn to
be like SaulwhoHYHQ DIWHU KH KDG MmAnvedateyHid Qre&dReg Yhid Ohkidd G 3
(Acts 9:20).

There is a great need for all Christians to learn how to teach the gospel. This need is not only
seen in thecommandment, bus also a requirement of o@aith and dve. Let us thereforbe
diligent to glorify our Father in heaven by teaching the gospel of His Son.




[ —

Questions for Lesson One

. Why did Jesus say He came to the earth? Give a scripture to support your answer.

Does the above answer have any bearingusmeed to teach the gospel? Explain.

What did Nehemiah help the people of Israel to accomplish?

,Q \RXU RZQ ZRUGYV GHVFULEH KRZ 1HKHPLDKfV DFFRXQW L
DV WKH /RUGTV FKXUFK WRGD\"

List two ways that teachinfpe gospel can help the church grow.
a.
b.

How can teaching the gospel effect our own spiritual growth?

How does teaching the gospel prove our love for God and our neighbors?

How does our rejoicing in our own salvation provide a need for us to teagospel?




Teaching According b Ability

Teaching the Gospel: Lesson 2

ODQ\ &KULVWLDQYV DYRLG WKHLU UHVSRQVLELOLW\ WR WHDF
JRRG DW WHDFKLQJ RU WDONLQJ WR SHRSOH =~ 7K@hAtrsVRPH KI
is very true, and God takes this into consideration. However, God also shows us that though all
Christians do not have the same abilities, the abilities of all Christians can be used to accomplish

His will. Therefore, having learned of our need ¢ach the gospel, let us now study to know

how to teach according to our own abilities.

The Parable of the Talents

Read Matthew 25:130. In this passage Jesus gives the parable of the talents. In the parable He

compares the kingdom of heaven to a manetiag to a far country who leaves some of his

goods in the hands of his servants so that they can make a profit for him. The master in this

parable represents God. He gives us all that we have including His word, our physical blessings,

and our abilties® SWDOHQWV =~ &KULVWLDQV DUH WKH VHUYDQWYV D
7TKH SXUSRVH RI WKLY SDUDEOH LV WR LOOXVWUDWH WK

kingdom of heaven. We may also use it to illustrate how each Christidaazdnthe gospel.

J)LUVW RI DOO ZH ZLOO QRWLFH WKDW HDFK VHWEdQW ZDV
according to his own ability YV 6HFRQG ZH ZLOO QRWLFH WKDW LW
each servant was given, they were all expected sodeething profitable with their talents (vs.

29). In like manner God understands that each Christian has different abilities than most others.

Not every Christian is required to be a skilled preacher or Bible class teacher. We are merely
expected to use veltever abilities we were given in whatever way we can. A preacher, for
HIDPSOH KDV WKH DELOLW\ WR VSHDN LQ SXEOLF WR EROG
JURXSV RI SHRSOH WR VWULYH WR GR *RGYfV ZLQ@OnNoWHW XV V
consider a woman within a congregation who is an excellent teacher, very knowledgeable in the
VFULSWXUHY DQG JHDORXV WR GR WKH /RUGYV ZRUN :H NC
permitted to do the public preaching and teaching that a meachy do, but with her great

abilities she can be instrumental in teaching the other women and the children of the
FRQJUHIJDWLRQ /HW XV VD\ VKH LV D 3S\WZR WDOHQW VHUYDQ
congregation who is somewhat ssftoken ad not very confidant in public speaking, but is
wonderful at gently instructing and encouraging people irapr@ne situations. This man may

not be able to teach and convert large groups of people at one time, but he may have a personal
touch that is justvhat many people need. He may be able to reach the one or two people that the
SUHDFKHU LV QRW DEOH WR UHDFK WKURXJK SUtdEenEKLQJ KI
VHUYDQW ~

1RWLFH WKDW HDFK RI WKHVH SHR S OHHKQDNVG W KDJH QW HD R WO
the fact that two out of these three people were not apt to preach sermons in public did not mean
that they were not able to cause growth in the kihgdom. Rather, they were able to see their own
personal talents and figure out htavuse them to the best of their ability. In this same manner
HYHU\ &KULVWLDQ QHHGV WR VHH ZKHUH WKHLU VWURQJ SR
work. When this is taking place in a congregation, that congregation will be able to work as




efficiently and effectively as the human body; each member doing the work that God gave it the
ability to do.

How Can | Teach The Gospel?

In order for the above illustration to apply we must all put forth the effort to find ways we can
each teach the gospéls pointed out earlier, God does not expect every Christian to be able to
preach a gospel sermon. However, each Christian should know the gospel story, what God
expects of sinners, and what we must do to be saved. After all, we all had to know tlyssia thin
order to become Christians. Having this foundation we can then consider various ways to teach it
to the lost.

Invite a friend or acquaintance TFhe following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He
IRXQG 3KLOLS DQG VDLG WRIliKwes frainRBetsRdA, thid cfy diRABd@W

DQG 3HWHU 3KLOLS IRXQG 1DWKDQDHO DQG VDLG WR KLP
law, and also the prophets, wrote -HV XV RI 1D]DUHWK WKH VRQ RI -RVHSK
KLP p&DQ DQ\WRPGIJRMIRWRXRI|I 1D]DUHWK"Y 3KLOLST V@b G WR K
1:43-46). In this passage Philip shows us just how easy it is for even the newest of Christians to

take the gospel to the lost; or in this case, bring the lost to the gospel. Any perstmilywho

believes that they have salvation in Jesus Christ will rejoice over their believing in the gospel
(Acts 8:39; 16:34). When most people are excited they want to share their excitement with
RWKHUV HVSHFLDOO\ ZLWK WKRVHh&Z#R the Vést df\the BeWsihadQ 3 KL
been waiting centuries for the Christ to appear, and that time had finally come. Our obedience to

the gospel ought to strike this kind of zeal and excitement within us. We should be eager to tell
other people about the sation that we can all have in Jesus. We should be willing to invite our

friends and our family to hear the gospel. We do not need to be a Bible scholar or skilled debater

to do this. We simply need to have a love for Christ and a love for the souls fefl@urman.

Even the softest spoken or the most shy Christians can invite people to the services of the church
RULQWR WKHLU KRPHV 7KH OHDVW WKDW WKH RWKHU SHUVE

Host a small group study inour home: Despite our most earnest effortsyrso unbelievers

VLPSO\ DUH QRW FRPIRUWDEOH ZLWK WKH 3FKXUFK EXLOGLCQC
KDYH IULHQGYVY WKDW DUH LQ WKH ZRUOG 6RPH RI WKRVH IU
home. This can be a great tool for teachingldse Home Bible studies have been very effective

in such cases. New Christians (or even older ones) can start a Bible study in their own home to
which they can invite their family and friends. Most people feel much less intimidated in a
I[ULHQG YV HKtRHe dhuieK ibu@ling. If the Christian is not comfortable with teaching they

do not necessarily have to be the teacher. A new covert or a person not comfortable with
teaching can ask a preacher or one of the other members to teach. This way it betbraes b

tool for evangelism as well as a good learning experience.

Offer to hold a community Bible study sessionFor members who are more confidant in their

ability to teach this can be a good tool to reach a large group of people. Many people are curious
about the Bible and what it is all about. The idea of a study held at neutral location such as a
community center, library, or school might be enough to spark an interest. Usually their curiosity
ZLOO GULYH WKHP WR DW OHDVW RUWRP WWKHEUH MKV D @ RO HFK |
God do what it does bedt 2onverting the soul 3V

Strike up a conversation at random Even when unbelievers do not have time in their schedule
to spend an evening in study, simply taking a few minutes wheapportunity arises can be just




as effective. Asking for a phone number or email address during a discussion has often provided
opportunities for correspondence which, in some cases, has resulted in a conversion. This is
where knowing the gospel becomesry helpful. It only takes a few minutes to explain to
someone that all men need salvation, that Jesus died so that we can have that salvation, and that
all men can be forgiven when they are willing to obey the gospel. In such cases there is no need
to gd into a debate about instrumental music, or keeping the Sabbath. One simply needs to
FRQFHQWUDWH RQ H[SUHVVLQJ PDQE¥ 1@3031G TR ifBte VDYHG
unbeliever has an interest, the Christian can either tell them what to do teelde aadirect

them to another Christian who better apt to teatts( 16:3233). More opportunities show
themselves at random like this than many people think. They will appear while sitting on an
airplane, the bus, at lunch, or just visiting with a fdiefor this reason we must always be
watching and waiting to share the gospel.

Informational material : In our world today technology has become easily accessible to all.
With the help of computers Christians can do a lot more to spread the gospel thamceras
possible. There have been members of churches who were not comfortable with teaching a
formal Bible study, but could do wonders with a web page. If a member is talented with design,
they can work with other members to put together leaflets, traétsmiational brochures and

many other documents that can then be handed out by all the members. By this means people
searching the internet for information on salvation have learned about the gospel, obeyed the
gospel after contacting members from the ceggtion, and have actualljecome active
memberghemselvesPeople walking down the street have seen flyers posted that showed them
exactly what they have been looking for. With this method, however, also comes attahger

we must be aware of and leamavoid. Take a moment to consider the observations made by
%HUU\ HUFKHYLOtaed ©Q Pkebdh'ER RN 3

37 Kdaal of successful evangelism must be to teach unbelievergayaamallevel. Only when we are
actually discussing the scriptures wihperson face to face can we answer their individual questions
and address their needs. Many churches fail in their efforts because they never get to this level. They
DUH FRQWHQW ZLWK WKH LPSHUVRQDO 3EURDG F DfiaveanGadt;, R1 WKH
but do not know how to followap in order to get a personal Bible study. Therefore, we cannot be
satisfied with:1. Sending out and grading Bible correspondence cougsdsolding gospel meetings.

3. Preaching on the radio or televisi@gh Mail-out invitations to the communit$. Inviting friends,
neighbors, and relatives to worshi. Handing out tracts7. Erecting church buildings. Setting up
neighborhood Bible studieEach of these can be used as tools to create opportunitiemneusf these
approaches are personal in the sensdehahing is being conducted on a-ao:®ne basis. We must be

aware of the difference, and not allow ourselves or the church to think that we are accomplishing our
JRDOV ZLWK LPSHUV&@BY. DSSURDFKHV"™ S

3, QFUHDVH ORUH DQG ORUH"

What we have discussed thus far merely provides suggestions to get Christians started on finding
ways to teach the gospel. A congregation, as well as individuals, should spend time considering
what they can do that wile effective in their own area. There may only be few members in a
single congregation able to teach. That is fine, as long as every other member is doing their part
to look for opportunities. We should also remember that members not able to teach ndw shou
be learning how to teach (Hebrews 514). This is the natural progression of our Christian
growth. Read 1 Thessalonians-42.




Questions for Lesson Two

. Can you give a good excuse that would be acceptable to God for a Christian who does not
strive b be involved in taking the gospel to the lost? Explain.

. Of the three servants in the parable of the talents, which one was excused from doing work
for his master?

. What if we have little ability, what does God expect us to do with it?

. Think of a way tlat each of the people below can use the abilities and situations that God has
given them to help teach the gospel:

a.
b.
C.

A widow whose family takes care of her:
A middle aged man who has just been converted:

A man who has been a member of the church for a loreg but is not comfortable with
teaching:

. A'young woman who has been a Christian for several years who is a homemaker:

A teenager who has just been converted:

A man in the congregation who has been trying to get more actively involved in the work
of thechurch:

An older woman who is knowledgeable in the scriptures:

. What foundational principle should every Christian know and be able to communicate,
regardless of their ability to teach a formal Bible study?

. Read the following passages and describe hey tlan help Christians to be more effective
in kingdom of heaven:

a.

b.

1 Peter 4:111:

1 Thessalonians 4:1, 10:




Overcoming Obstacles

Teaching the Gospel: Lesson 3

Our need to teach the gospel is clearly evident. That God gives all Christians the afdityein

way or another to help take the gospel to the lost is also evident. In spite of this many Christians
find themselves faced with obstacles that prevent them from fulfilling their responsibility. Such
challenges are to be expected, for every commamshdly God to His people has its obstacles.
Part of our duty as Christians, however, is learning to overcome them so that we may prove
RXUVHOYHV WR E HKhDWMW KhbXtbe téstingYoDup falthl préduces patiencBut

let patience have its plect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothingD P H V
1:3-4).

In this lesson we will look at a few obstacles that are common for Christians in our society. The
reader is encouraged to glean from this lesson principles that will hezip tthovercome other
obstacles throughout their life so that they may continue to grow in strength and ability.

7KH SUREOHP RI 3&KXUFK %XLOGLQJ (YDQJHOLVR

When many Christians are asked how active a congregation is they may think of how many
Bible classe are being taught on Sunday or in mieek services. They may think of how many

of the total members attend all the services and how hard the members work to complete their
lessons andkarn the mat@l. Concerning the type of lessons being taught thay tmnkthat f

the sinner is condemned for his lack of repentance and if the denomination®irage b
condemned for their errdinen sure, that congregation is an active congregation. As good and as
necessary aall of these things ayenembers of a conggation must also keep their eyes open

IRU ZKDW KDV EHHQ FDOOHG *FKXUFK EXLOGLQJ HYDQJHOLV
follows:

:H FRQGHPQ WKH VLQQHU IRU KLV ODFN RI UHSHQWDQFH DQG Wk
and the d@nominational member are still not there. We tell the congregation how stubborn and
rebellious unbelievers are, but such words only isolate us further from those who need the gospel. The
problem is compounded when we convince ourselves that we must lzetideimnvork of the Lord

because we are busy. We are preparing sermons, planning classes, meeting with the elders, counseling
the members, visiting the sick and the weak, spending time on the Internet, and solving urgent
problems« but the lost are still losiVe have done nothing seekthem, much less save them. Instead

of leaving WKH 3 °~ PDQ\ DUH VWD\LQJ DW KRPH WR SDPSHU WKH 10
ZDQGHULQJ RQ WKH PRXQWDLQV 6RPH FKAUHFKOY IRE@RI BO DWWV E
every night of the week. Each quarter the membersigigior a new slate of subjects and are among

the most knowledgeable Christians anywhere. Everyone is busy with the constant homework, not to
PHQWLRQ WKH SUHSDUDWLRQORY {REHGCGYWMHRBRRK WD YGS LWKW uOL @ BK
members that they are a part of an active, vibrant church. But no one is teaching the lost because no one
has time! The congregation is taking up all the time it has soaking up knowfetgstop to ask viay

they are expending all this effort in the pursuit of knowledge(emph.mine, DTP). The church
EXLOGLQJ DQG DOO LWV PHPEHUV DUH EHLQJ HYD®diRe@lo]HG EXW
Preach Pg. 59 !

Let us understand the real prabldere. It is not that Christians are working hard to learn more
about the Bible. It is not that Christians are trying to learn about Bible doctrines, how to reason




the scripture, and how to refute error. The problerohafrch building evangelisins that nany
&KULVWLDQV DUH FRQWHQW WR OHDUQ 21/< EXW IDLO WR XV
has given us a treasure trove of knowledge. If we are going to please Him with that gift then we
must go out into the world and use that knowledge to tetiers. We must put it to use before it

LV WDNHQ D#&®m hillRviho does not have, even what he has will be taken”away
(Matthew 25:29). Therefore we must understand that the teaching and preaching that goes on
when Christians meet togetherisGq|V ZD\ RI SXWWLQJ WRROV LQWR RXU KL
in order to be faithful we must put those tools to use.

S,VQIW 7KDW :KDW HYUH 3D\LQJ 7KH 3UHDFKHU )F

In our culture an attitude hdsecome wide spread which prevents Christians from dbieig t

SDUW LV ZKDW ZKLFK vD\V 3 W LV WKH SUHDFKHUfVY MRE WR
LW LV EHFDXVH WKH SUHDFKHU LV QRW ZRUNLQJ ~ :KLOH LW
the leaders and teachers in the church (Ephesiaftsl?), it is also true that those leaders and
teachers were given in order to teach the members how to do the work, not to do the work for

W K H Pacéoding to the effective working by whevery part does its shareauses growth of

the body for the éfying of itself in lové Ephesians 4:16 Therefore we must learn from the
HIDPSOH RI 1HKHPLDK VHH /HVVRQ 2QH SJ WKDW LW LV W
people tanstructandmotivatethe peopldo do the work, and then share in that work.

Fear of Criticism and Rejection

One of the biggest obstacles Christians must overcome when teaching the gospel is the fear of
UHMHFWLRQ ODQ\ KDYH EUDYHO\ SURFODLPHG 3, GRQYW FD
still remains that no onenjoys being mocked, ridiculed, or persecuted for trying to save another
SHUVRQYV VRXO 7KH IDFW LV KRZHYHU WKH PDMRULW\ RI |
way. But we cannot let that discourage us. As Christians we are striving to Bétike Just as

Jesus sought to save that which was lost, so must we. But also, just as Jesus was ridiculed and
SHUVHFXWHG IRU WHDFKL QFRdrYg kid you Wwer&\cKlledy becdude Zhrdt@Ise H 3
suffered for us, leaving us an example,tthau should follow His steps1l Peter 2:21 A&

disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for a disciple that

he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house
Beelzehb, how much more will they call those of his household! Therefore do not fear them. For

there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be kno@® W W K H Z
10:24.26). And, if we do suffer while teaching the lost we can actuake joy because of the

IDFW WKDW *RG VHHV LW DQG ZL ORkstdd ale Yo wkéh theyeRlX U 1D L'
and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your rewlain heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who

were before yo 0D W W KH2). 3So they departed from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His hakats 5:4)).

Hypocrisy In The Church

Sadly may Christians do not fully realize just how much of an affect their behavior can have on
DQ XQEHOLHYHUfV ZLOOLQJQHVV WR REH\ WKH JRVSHO $ J
FKXUFK GLG VR EHFDXVH RI ZKDW WKH\ VDZ 8K ldf tR&'WKHU 3|
assembly. Many neorl&k KULVWLDQV ZKR REVHUYH D PHPEHUYY DFWLRQ
often than not, base their opinion of the whole congregation (and even Christ) upon that one




SHUVRQYTYV HI[DPSOH *RG DOV RHeDrEWsQ®R Z2@iHB thdwcridii layain D FW L C
for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame

7TKDW LV ZK\ -HVXV FRPPDQGHG XV WeRydhtIht sD shir@ lbéfsrd/ V- L Q \
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Fatherawen ODWWKHZ 'H
should strive to be godly because of our love for God, also realizing that people in the world are
watching. Therefore if a congregation is going to be effective in teaching the gospel all the
members must take serious considerabf their actions. Let us all strive to be like Christ in

speech and in character so that if men do refuse the gospel it will not be on account of our

P LV FR QEeFeW | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war
agairst the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak
against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the

day of visitation’ 3HW HP).

Too Busy

When asked why they are not otved in the evangelistic efforts of the congregation many
&KULVWLDQV KDYH VDLG 3, DP WRR EXV\ "~ ,Q WUXWK WKLV
pacedsociety most people are entirely too busy to do much of anything except work, eat, and
sleep. Bt the fact that it is true does not make it right. Often, congregations of fifty or one
hundred will have a small handful of members who are active and zealous in spiritual service
while the rest are content to merely attend the worship services. Itmatgiot be so. If God can

cause growth in a congregation by the efforts of a small handful of brethren, consider how much
He can accomplish when all of the members are active and zealous. Therefore consider this point
YHU\ VHULRXVO\ 2XU HmbtlaQualic éxeuBe, Eaxher\ it id ¥ sign of mixed up
priorities in our lives! Therefore the student is exhorted to answer this question for themselves
:KDW DP , WRR EXV\ GRLQJ *RGYV ZLOO RU P\ RZQ"

Conclusion

There are many obstacles that face all @hns. We would be foolish to deny that they exist

and we would be cowards to flee when they come. If we want to please God and if we put any
hope at all in His precious promises then we will do all that we can to overcome. For knowledge
we can study (2 Rer 3:18). For Wisdom and strength we can pray (Philippiang;4iames

1:5). God gives us all that we need; therefore to those who love the Lord, let us not be content
with where we are. Rather, let us go on to perfection (Hebrews 6:1), let us figiobthdéght (2
Timothy 4:7), and let us serve our Master with our whole heart no matter what may come, in
order that we may have our reward in heaven.
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Questions for Lesson Three

. Is the life of a Christian smooth sailing with ease and comfort? Explainayswer.

How does God expect Christians to deal with the challenges that they face in life?

/ILVW WKUHH REVWDFOHV QRW PHQWLRQHG LQ WKLV OHVYV
efforts in teaching the lost: If there is time we may be abtkstuss them in class.

a.
b.
C.

. Is a Christian fulfilling his/her whole responsibility to teach the lost by just attending the
services of the church?

a. Why is it important for us to attend church services?

b. What does God expect us to domthat?

. In your own words describe the responsibility of a preacher in the work of teaching the
gospel.

. How can Christians learn to overcome their fear of rejection when teaching the gospel?

. Will God excuse us if we are too busydio His work? Explain your answer.

11



Creating Opportunities

Teaching the Gospel: Lesson 4

One of the greatest challenges Christians face when striving to teach the gospel is finding
opportunities to teach the lost. We may be eager and we may be readyjrbas dt just seems

that the well is dry. It is in times such as these that we must not grow discouraged. We must put
our faith in God to provide opportunities. We must trust that He knows the hearts of men and,
like Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch, wallesent us with the opportunities we need.

On the other hand we must also understand our responsibility to look for these opportunities.
God may provide them, but we must have the motivation to reach out and take them. We must
learn to be like the prophetVDLDK ZKR ZKHQ WhkK BhallR 8e6d, BRINVHIWIfl go

forUV"" DQYV ZHetelB I! Send me ,VDLDK 7TKHUHIRUH LQ WKLV OH}
consider some of the options available for Christians today that, when utilized, will éatp cr

more opportunities to teach the lost. The student is reminded that these are merely suggestions
based on scriptural examples and methods that have worked in the past. Each Christian,
however, is encouraged to look for ways that they can most effgctind opportunities to

WHDFK SURYLGHG WKDW WKH\ UHPDLQ LQ SDUDPHWHUV RI W

Get Involved In The Community

It has been the practice of some religious bodies to isolate themselves from the world and from

the society around therBelieving that it helps them to be more holy they strive to remove from
WKHPVHOYHY DQ\ FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK WKH RXWVLGH ZRUOG
become so consumed with avoiding the world that they cut off almost all contact with those
whom WKH\ VKRXOG EH VWULYLQJ WR VDYH 7KLV ZDV QRW *R
3DXOYV ILUVW OHWWHU WR WKH &RULQWKLDQV VRPH RI WKH
LQ WKH ZRUOG DIWHU UHFHLNLQ keép doRparRybhGEXubly Ritin@dd X O 3
people” 7KH\ DVVXPHG KH PHDQW QRW WR NHHS FRPSDQ\ ZLWK
VWD\LQJ DzD\ IURP SHRSOH LQ WKH ZRUOG %XWeBIDXO FRL
certainly did not mean the sexually immoral of thegld; or with the covetous, or extortioners,

or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world & R U L Q WIK)L WigaMvas

KLV SRLQW" 7KDW ZH VKRXOG ZLWKGUDZ IURP SEUHWKUHQ"
should NOT sever our fluence with people in the world. Paul knew that the only way they were

going to teach the lost and be as lights in the world was by interacting with lost. For this reason if

we are going to find opportunities to teach the lost we must be wiling to goe whese
opportunities can be foundlinto our communities.

Jesus provides the perfect example for us in Matthewl®:9n this passage Jesus was
LOWHUDFWLQJ ZLWK WKH SHRSOH DVVRFLDWLQJ ZLWK WKI
heathen, teaching ém and eating with them. When the Pharisees saw this they said to the

G LV F LWy ddés your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sifiersk HUH ZDV -HVXV" :L
WKH 3VLQQHUV ~ :K\ ZDV +H VSHQGLQJ WLHAKRbsE wkolkreWKIHP " % H |
has no need of a physician, but those who are sick. | did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners, to repentance 0DUN $UH ZH VXSSRVHG WR EH OLNH WKt
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like Jesus? If like Jesus then let us also strive to go to thedotstat we can give them the
medicine that can make them wedlhe gospel.

For this reason Christians ought to look in their communities to see how they can be involved.
Parents may consider getting involved in school committees where their Childrehsafteol.

Young people (high school, college, twenties) can get involved in activities that are appropriate
for their age groups. Those whose children have moved out of the house can do the same. Itis up
to the Christian to figure out what is availabietheir communities and take the initiative to get
involved. Remember, the only way to take the gospel to the lost is by interacting with the lost.

Develop relationshipsWith Friends Or Relatives Of The Members

Many Christians have family members (imméeliar distant) who are not Christians. These can

be great opportunities for all the members of the church. In many areasendners have been
impressed with the closBl QLW IDPLO\ HQYLURQPHQW RI WKH /RUGTV FK)
members ofacondHIDWLRQ FDQ VKRZ WKLV VDPH ORYH IRU HDFK R
to include them in some of their activities. There have been times when an unbeliever has heard

the gospel from their relatives, but all they needed was someone with whom tlegoivers
comfortable with to get their attention. Therefore it is good for church members to be involved

with one another and strive to get to know the families of other Christians.

Follow Up On Those WhoVisit The Worship Services

Sometimes opportuniecan present themselves without our ever looking, such as when an
unbeliever attends the worship services. They may be curious as to what the church is all about,
they may be visiting with family, or wanting to turn their life around. Either way they toeed

hear the gospel. We cannot assume that because they attend services and hear sermons, they
know what to do to be saved. Much of the time unless the need to repent is impressed upon them
personally it will not occur to them that they need to do so.i$hahy it is so important that the

members of a congregation strive to contact those who visit. Get their phone number or other
information. It is usually best to follow up within the first week of their visit. To wait any longer

than that has made vistéV IHHO DV LI QR RQH ZzDV LQWHUHVWHG RU V
QH[W FKXUFK” WR VHH ZKDW WKH\ ZHUH DOO DERXW :H FDQC
a Bible study on their first visit.

Set Up a Neighborhood Bible &aidy

We discussed ih in our last lesson as a means of teaching the gospel. It is also profitable for
creating more opportunities. We may start up a Bible study to reach one family member or friend

and encourage them to invite their other friends. There have been mangesstdrere this has

resulted in more opportunities than the members could have found alone. There have been times
where such an offer has resulted in a class withaddfzen unbelievers or more. Consider, for
HIDPSOH 3DXO DQG %DUQDIBB2/T B¢ Svhed the Qewkl wer@ ofitFoithve
synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.
Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed
Paul and Barnabas, who, speagito them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. On

the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of G&FdHUH GLG 3WKI
ZKROH FLW\" KHDU WKDW 3DXO DQG %DUQDEDV ZRXOG EH DW
thatthe people they taught the first week invited other people to come the next week. This same
outcome can occur in our Bible studies if Christians encourage the unbelievers to invite their
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friends.
Making Visits

Visiting unbelievers and wkamembers is aital part of the work of the Lord. It is a work many
membersanandmustdo. 3But this can be a challenging and frightening task: What will | say?
How will | keep the conversation going? Should | call first? What is the goal of the visit? The
answers tohtese questions are fairly simple and with a little practice you will make visitatio
SURILWDEOH SDUW RI \RXU MRE" .HUFKHYLOOH SJ

Simply Ask!

Aside from the above options there are many somewisrsonalways to teach the lost that
we can consier:

Sending out and grading personal correspondence courses.
Holding gospel meetings.

Preaching on the radio or television.

Mail-out invitations to the community.

Inviting friends, neighbors, relatives to the worship services.
Handing out tracts.

Erectirg church buildings.

Setting up neighborhood Bible studies.

NN PE

Each of these options has proven useful in creating opportunities. It would be good for members
to coordinate and which options can be profitable in their communities. Above all, however, a
tool that Christians must learn to use more than any other is that of sislolyg if a person

wants to study the Bible. We can study the Bible for ourselves and hand out flyers all we want,
but these will never prove profitable until we ask. Though the mateaglhelp a person be well

on their way, a person cannot be taught and saved without hearing the gospel person to person.
3How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in
Him of whom they have not hédar 5 R BDRAA4)?
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Questions for Lesson Four

:KDW VKRXOG EH WKH &KULVWLDQYVY DWWLWXGH WRZDUG V
. What is what of the hardest parts of teaching the gospel.

. Why is interacting with people in the world so important foctéag the gospel?

. What is the benefit of getting to know the relatives and friends of other members.

. Try to think of one to three ways you can create opportunities to teach the gospel.
a.
b.
C.

. What is the most important and most effective way oétarg opportunities to teach the
gospel? Explain.
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Starting With the Family

Teaching the Gospel: Lesson 5

While seeking opportunities to teach the gospel Christians should be willing to look far and wide
without leaving any stone unturned. In doing soyéxer, we must not forget about the source
which is the most readily at hantthe home. Sadly, throughout our nation the home of is often

the least considered and therefore the most neglected source when it comes to Christians
teaching the gospel. This waot the plan Christ had for His church. All Christians, both old and
young, need to learn from past generations that when it comes to teaching the gospel we must
start with the people in our own families: sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, moth&at)eand

After all, what parent who truly loves their children would deprive them of the greatest treasure
known to manzeternal life?

For this reason we are going to consider some of the principles God establishes in the scriptures
to help us learn hoto teach those in our own families.

Establishing Familiarity

An observation in life is that whatever habits parents instill in their children while they are young
ZLOO UHPDLQ HYHQ ZKHQ WKH\ DUHaR@G& chi# kihd Yk LW LV
should go, and when he is old he will not depart fromRtoverbs 226 When parents establish

a familiarity with godly things in their children they will most likely continue in them when they

have grown. This was why God placed such great emphasis tapching the children in the

20G 7HV WD P HAWthes®& WdidE twhich | command you today shall be in your heart.

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, when you walk by the way, wham i@down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them

as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on
the doorposts of your house and on your gatBguteronomy 6:®). How were parents to teach

their chidlren the way of the Lord? By establishing familiarity with the word of God. In the New
Testament we see the result of this pattern being carried out where Paul writes of how Timothy
ZDV WDXJKW WKH VFULSWXUHV EWikehV cdllutd én@ermbiRanvck thel DQG |
genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice,

and | am persuadedisinyoualso 7LP R W K\ and that &om childhood you have known

the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make youvewvitg salvation through faith which is in

Christ Jesu$ 2 Timothy 3:19. This should be the goal and focus of every parent. Many parents
KDYH VDLG LQ WKHLU PLQGV 37KLV LV D ORW KDUGHU WKDC(
right. But let us nate a few things that will help in this endeavor.

Building Good Habits

Notice in Deuteronomy 6 the frequency with which parents are to speak of the scriptures with
WKHLU FK {dd GhdlH#&Xk of khem when you sit in your house, when you walk byayhe w

when you lie dowrand when youse up«”™ +RZ RIWHQ" $// 7+( 7,0( 7KLV LV WK
WR PDNH WKH JRVSHO D IL[IWXUH LQ D FKLOGTV OLIH ,W LV C
classes specifically for children. But parents should understaat it is not enough to let

children learn when they assemble with the church. It is not enough to tell them to go read their
Bibles or to make sure they do their homework. These things are good, but in order to impress
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upon children the importance ohat they are doing, more is required. Parents who want their
children to be good readers readh them when they are very young. Parents who want their
children to be good athletes start them training when they are very young and continue to work
with them as they grow. Parents who want their children to love the Lord teach them of the Lord
when they are very young and warkth them throughout their entire childhood. This form of
teaching must include more than learning facts and characters. It reqa@esgolvement on
WKH SDUHQWTTV SDUW KHOSLQJ FKLOGUHQ WR NQRZ ZKDW W
how God wants His people to live. By being actively involved with their children parents will be
able to teach them that reading the Bible igemthan something that we must do; rather, it is
something that we get to do and should want to do. They will be able to show their children that
love, humility, reverence, respect, and service are things to be honored rather than avoided.

Providing a Patern to Follow

For this reason all Christians must live according to the gospel. Notice how Paul words
2 7TLPR WK\ the géruine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois
and your mother Eunice” 7LPRWK\V PRWKHU DbagEé theld i GVRhRAWK HU  V
They showed him what true faith will do and how it will live. They not only taught him what the
scriptures say, but also how to live by them. They guided him so that he would make their faith
his own. This is what all Christigmarents should strive to do with their children. Parents must
not only teach their children what the Bible says, but also show them how to do what it says.
They must be living the godly life described in the scriptures. Again, this requires that parents be
involved with their children. Even if a parent is a new Christian they can still teach their children
the importance of knowing God by taking time out of every day to read stories like the creation,
Noah and the flood, David and Goliath, and the stodestis. Then they can show their children
how important the church is by including them in activities with the brethren. They can teach
their children what a Christian really looks like by taking the children with them when they help
other people.

Approach the Gospel with Love and Affection

Sometimes, without realizing it, parents can paint God, the church, and the gospel in a negative
light. For example: when children need to do their chores parents will command them to get the
chores done. So, children eft hate doing their chores. When children need to do their
homework parents command them get it done. Again, most children hate doing their homework.
This is not the way we should approach the gospel. Let us not confuse the point however. As
children growolder they will balk at the instruction of their parents; that is part of growing up. In
VXFK FDVHV SDUHQWY VKRXOG KROG D ILUP KDQG DQG VWULEL
word is xjust like driving safely, not doing drugs, and not puttingrtin@ind in the fire.
However, the rest of the time parents ought to show their children by example what it means to
love the Lord and to love His word. It is not enough to tell children to get their studies done, but
to show them how and show them the biésnefo accomplish this it is better for parents to study
with their children rather than only putting homework in front of them. Parents should show
children how to love their neighbors rather than just telling them. By this children will learn that
our rvice to God is not a burden but a privilege. How the parents respond to serving others will
often determine how the children respond. If parents want to teach their children to look for
opportunities to serve, rather than cringing at the thought, tlegnntinst show the children by
example. Only when children see our examples and are given opportunities to practice loving the
Lord will that love be familiar to them when they have grown old. In this manner let us teach the
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gospel to our families.
KeepOur &KLOGUHQ $FWLYH LQ WKH /RUGYV :RUN

In previous lessons we have discussed the benefits of group Bible studies. A common practice
among Christian parents is that when such studies take place they will go out of their way to
make sure their children have settmng to keep them busy during the study. But if we are to
instill familiarity with the gospel in young people, what can be better than to involve them in our
efforts to teach the lost? When patrticipating in group Bible studies arrange to have a study for
the children at the same time. This not only establishes good habits in the minds of our children,
but also encourages visitors as well. One preacher nb&edVLWRUYV DUH RIWHQ H[FLW
their children can learn the BblBW WKH VD P¢heWlé, Ryl 62). BRildren who are old
enough can sit in the study with everyone else. Even if they do not understand the whole
discussion it will provide a good opportunity for parents to explain it to them later. If the children
are too young for thigparents can take turns teaching them in a separate room and focus on
material more appropriate for their age. Either way children are learning how to be involved in
WKH /RUGYTV ZRUN

At times there may be several young people between the ages of teghdardreivho become
interested in studying the Bible. When this is the case parents can work with their children to
organize a Bible study specific for that age group. This not only teaches children how to be a
good example, but also helps them learn howmvde other people to hear the gospel, it helps
parents keep a working productive relationship with their children, and provides an opportunity
for the young people to see how to conduct a study, which will be useful for when they have
moved out of the hoe.

The Rest of the Family

In many cases there are unbelieving family members in the home who are not children, but
parents, siblings or others. Though we have spent much of our time in this lesson discussing
children, many of these principles can be mgjplo other family members as well. In such cases

the principle of letting our lights shine is very appropriate (read Matthew1B)4Christians

can spark the interests of family members by talking to them about the gospel. They can provide

a pattern tdollow by attending all the services, being active in Bible study and visiting the other
PHPEHUV 7KH\ FDQ DSSURDFK WKH JRVSHO ZLWK ORYH DQG
day and treating their family members they way God says we shouldlkneegnatwith love.

7KH\ FDQ LQYLWH RWKHU FKXUFK PHPEHUV LQWR WKHLU KRP
people have for one another. Holding Bible studies in the home will allow the family members to
hear the gospel. Even if they seem disirgte@ or disgruntled at times, at the very least they will

be able to see our zeal and love for the Lord. With time this alone may plant a seed in their heart.

The home is a rich source of opportunities. Let us remember to consider this. Let us s&ipe to h
one another to teach our families.
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