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Introduction  
 

 

�,�Q���W�R�G�D�\�¶�V�� �Z�R�U�O�G���L�W��seems that many Christians have either lost the ability or the 

motivation to take the gospel to the lost. This may be due to a lack of desire, a lack 

of understanding, or fear of how people will respond to the message of Christ. 

Nevertheless, we learn in the scriptures that it is the responsibility of every 

Christian to both learn the gos�S�H�O�� �D�Q�G�� �W�H�D�F�K�� �L�W���� �,�Q�� �V�K�R�U�W���� �Z�H�� �D�U�H�� �R�X�U�� �E�U�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V��

keepers. Therefore it is the goal of this study to change the pattern cited above by 

showing all Christians how they can fulfill their responsibility in the work of 

teaching the gospel.  

The New Testament church provides us with wonderful examples of men and 

�Z�R�P�H�Q�� �Z�K�R�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �E�R�O�G�O�\�� �S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�� �*�R�G�¶�V�� �Z�R�U�G��in every place and every 

circumstance. We have several examples where all Christians, mature and babes 

alike, were able to take the gospel to the lost. Th�D�W�¶�V���U�L�J�K�W���� �(�Y�H�Q���E�D�E�H�V���L�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W��

were able to teach the gospel. With the proper information, faith, and motivation 

God gives all Christians the ability to do their part in this work.  

Throughout this series we will learn what it takes to follow the example set for us 

by the New Testament church. There are many tools available to us that we will be 

learning how to use. There are many opportunities to which we will be learning 

how to open our eyes. There is much confidence to be had which we will be 

striving to grow in���V�R���W�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q���I�X�O�I�L�O�O���W�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����³Go therefore and 

make disciples of all the nations�«�´�� 

David Phillips 
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The Need to Teach 
Teaching the Gospel: Lesson 1 

 
One of the best tools for motivating people to accomplish a task is to show them the benefits of 
fulfilling that task. Therefore in this lesson we are going to consider the need and the benefits of 
learning how to teach the gospel. First of all we must see our need as Disciples of Christ. Jesus 
said,���³The Son of Man has come to save that which was lost�  ́(Matthew 18:11). Later He said, �³A 
disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher�  ́
(Luke 6:40). If we are going to be true disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ then we must learn to be 
l�L�N�H���+�L�P�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���L�W���R�X�U���J�R�D�O���W�R���³save that which was lost.�´���� 

Learning From Nehemiah 

After Israel was released from Babylonian captivity Nehemiah was given permission to go to 
Jerusalem with a small remnant of Jews where he would survey the city Jerusalem and begin 
making repairs. When he arrived in 445 B.C. the wall around the city had been lying in waste for 
about ninety �\�H�D�U�V�����³�7�K�H���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���K�D�G���E�H�F�R�P�H���V�R���D�F�F�X�V�W�R�P�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���P�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���G�L�G���Q�R�W���V�H�H�P��
to notice. However, Nehemiah caused them to see their condition and called the people to rise up 
and build. But the work would not be easy. There were both external and internal problems to 
overcome: certain men criticized and hindered the work at every turn and many of the Jewish 
leaders were more interested in their financial welfare than that of the nation. At one point the 
workers on the wall wanted to quit, having become discouraged at the enormity of the task that 
�O�D�\���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�P�´�����.�H�U�F�K�H�Y�L�O�O�H����Trained to Preach, pg. 59).  

At times congregations may fail to notice that they are not growing, or they notice but do not 
know what to do about���L�W�����:�H���P�X�V�W���O�R�R�N���D�W���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���I�U�R�P���1�H�K�H�P�L�D�K�¶�V���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���Y�L�H�Z�����$�U�H���R�X�U��
walls torn down? Are they crumbling? We must come to realize that there is great work to be 
done and �D�O�O���W�K�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���D���O�R�F�D�O���F�K�X�U�F�K���K�D�Y�H���D���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���G�R���W�K�H�L�U���S�D�U�W�����³From whom 
the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in 
love�´�� ���(�S�K�H�V�L�D�Q�V�� �������������� �$�� �F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �F�D�Q�Q�R�W�� �J�U�R�Z���� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�O�O�V��
�F�D�Q�Q�R�W�� �E�H�� �U�H�S�D�L�U�H�G���� �7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �O�H�W�� �X�V�� �K�H�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�K�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �E�\�� �1�H�K�H�P�L�D�K�� �W�R�� �*�R�G�¶�V�� �S�H�R�S�O�H����
�³�7�K�H�Q���,���V�D�L�G���W�R���W�K�H�P�����µ�<�R�X���V�H�H���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�H�V�V���What we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates 
are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a 
reproach�¶�´�����1�H�K�H�P�L�D�K����������-18). Why do we need to learn to teach the gospel? Because a church 
that is not growing in the Lord is a reproach to the Lord. Let us therefore be diligent to teach the 
gospel to all men so that God may be glorified by His people.  

Spiritual Growth Requires that we Teach 

We must also understand that the growth of the church is not always measured in numbers. 
Rather, the strength of our walls is also seen in the strength of the current members of the 
congregation. Therefore our need to teach the gospel is not only to save the lost, but to also 
strengthen ourselves in knowledge, in understanding, and in faith! Speaking to the general 
�D�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�� �R�I�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V�� �W�K�H�� �+�H�E�U�H�Z�� �Z�U�L�W�H�U�� �V�D�L�G���� �³For though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you 
have come to need milk and not solid food�´�� ���+�H�E�U�H�Z�V�� �������������� �+�L�V�� �S�R�L�Q�W�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�L�P�H��
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Christians need to grow and mature. Those who are taught as babes in Christ, when they mature, 
must learn how to teach those who become babes after them. Our growth in this manner can be 
facil�L�W�D�W�H�G���� �L�Q�� �S�D�U�W���� �E�\�� �R�X�U�� �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �K�R�Z�� �W�R�� �W�H�D�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �E�\�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �W�H�D�F�K���� �³Soul 
winning is one of the many ways to grow and bear fruit�«�>�L�W���L�V�@���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���P�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J���L�Q��
�W�K�H�� �I�D�L�W�K�´�� ���*�R�R�G�D�O�O����Evangelizing the Lost, pg. 1-2). This is the work that we have to do. A 
congregation made up of members who do not know how to teach the gospel will neither grow in 
numbers, nor in strength and maturity. When we fulfill our duty in this, our knowledge, 
understanding, and faith also become the benefits that we enjoy. 

Love Demands that we Teach 

In 1 Corinthians 13:1-4 Paul describes in a very powerful way our need to have the love of God 
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���X�V�����³And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing�´�����Y�V�������������,�W���L�V���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�H���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q��
undying love for all men; for our brethren as well as unbelievers. We know that it was because of 
�-�H�V�X�V�¶���O�R�Y�H���W�K�D�W���+�H���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���F�D�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K���W�R���W�H�D�F�K���+�L�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�����E�X�W���W�K�D�W���+�H���D�Oso died on the 
cross to give life to all. If we are to call ourselves after His name (Christian) then we must learn 
to apply this same love in our own lives. We must understand that all who do not hear the gospel 
and obey it will be lost (2 Thessalonians 1:8). If we truly have a love for lost souls then we will 
�G�R���D�O�O���Z�H���F�D�Q���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O���W�R���W�K�H�P�����$�O�O���P�H�Q���D�U�H���*�R�G�¶�V���R�I�I�V�S�U�L�Q�J�����Z�H���D�U�H���+�L�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�F�W�V��
���������������� �7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�H�Q�V�H���Z�H���D�U�H���R�X�U���³�E�U�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���N�H�H�S�H�U�V���´���/�H�W���X�V���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���V�K�R�Z���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��
love to�Z�D�U�G���R�X�U���I�H�O�O�R�Z���P�D�Q���W�K�D�W���-�H�V�X�V���V�K�R�Z�H�G���W�R�Z�D�U�G���X�V�����³But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us�´�����5�R�P�D�Q�V������������ 

Our Teaching Is The Result Of Our Rejoicing 

Any person who has found a great treasure is hard-pressed to contain his joy over his discovery. 
When Jesus healed the deaf and dumb man He commanded him that he should tell no one. In 
�V�S�L�W�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���L�W���V�D�\�V�����³�«but the more He commanded them, the more widely they proclaimed it� �́�
(Mark 7:36). This same t�K�L�Q�J���K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���-�H�V�X�V���K�H�D�O�H�G���D���P�D�Q���R�I���K�L�V���O�H�S�U�R�V�\�����³And He strictly 
warned him and sent him away at once,���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G���W�R���K�L�P�����µ�6�H�H���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���V�D�\���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���D�Q�\�R�Q�H�����E�X�W��
go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing those things which Moses 
�F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�G�����D�V���D���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���W�R���W�K�H�P���¶���+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����K�H���Z�H�Q�W���R�X�W���D�Q�G���E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P���L�W���I�U�H�H�O�\�����D�Q�G��
to spread the matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in 
deserted places; and they came to Him from every direction���´��Now, if these men could not 
silence their rejoicing over being healed of their illnesses though Jesus commanded them, how 
much less should Christians be able to keep silent who have been freed from their sins and 
commanded to proclaim it to the world? Therefore if we truly rejoice like the Ethiopian eunuch 
and the Philippian jailor (Acts 8:39; 16:34) then nothing should be able to stop us from 
proclaiming the same message to the lost by which we were also saved! Therefore, let us learn to 
be like Saul who, �H�Y�H�Q���D�I�W�H�U���K�H���K�D�G���M�X�V�W���E�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�W�H�G�����³Immediately he preached the Christ� �́�
(Acts 9:20).  

There is a great need for all Christians to learn how to teach the gospel. This need is not only 
seen in the commandment, but is also a requirement of our faith and love. Let us therefore be 
diligent to glorify our Father in heaven by teaching the gospel of His Son.  
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Questions for Lesson One 
 

 

1. Why did Jesus say He came to the earth? Give a scripture to support your answer. 

 

 

2. Does the above answer have any bearing on our need to teach the gospel? Explain.  

 

 

3. What did Nehemiah help the people of Israel to accomplish?  

 

 

4. �,�Q���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���Z�R�U�G�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���K�R�Z���1�H�K�H�P�L�D�K�¶�V���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�V���R�X�U���Q�H�H�G���W�R���W�H�D�F�K���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O��
�D�V���W�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���F�K�X�U�F�K���W�R�G�D�\�"�� 

 

 

 

 

 

5. List two ways that teaching the gospel can help the church grow. 

a.   

b.  

 

6. How can teaching the gospel effect our own spiritual growth?  

 

 

7. How does teaching the gospel prove our love for God and our neighbors?  

 

 

8. How does our rejoicing in our own salvation provide a need for us to teach the gospel? 
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Teaching According to Ability  
Teaching the Gospel: Lesson 2 

 
�0�D�Q�\���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���D�Y�R�L�G���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���W�H�D�F�K���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O���R�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�P�L�V�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���³�1�R��
�J�R�R�G���D�W���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���R�U���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���W�R���S�H�R�S�O�H���´���7�K�D�W���V�R�P�H���K�D�Y�H���D���K�D�U�G�H�U���W�L�P�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�Q��others 
is very true, and God takes this into consideration. However, God also shows us that though all 
Christians do not have the same abilities, the abilities of all Christians can be used to accomplish 
His will. Therefore, having learned of our need to teach the gospel, let us now study to know 
how to teach according to our own abilities.  

The Parable of the Talents 

Read Matthew 25:14-30. In this passage Jesus gives the parable of the talents. In the parable He 
compares the kingdom of heaven to a man traveling to a far country who leaves some of his 
goods in the hands of his servants so that they can make a profit for him. The master in this 
parable represents God. He gives us all that we have including His word, our physical blessings, 
and our abilities o�U���³�W�D�O�H�Q�W�V���´���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�W�H�Z�D�U�G�V���L�Q���*�R�G�¶�V���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���������3�H�W�H�U��
���������������7�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���L�V���W�R���L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���W�K�H��
kingdom of heaven. We may also use it to illustrate how each Christian can teach the gospel. 

�)�L�U�V�W�� �R�I�� �D�O�O�� �Z�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �Q�R�W�L�F�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�D�F�K�� �V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�� �Z�D�V�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �D�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�D�O�H�Q�W�V�� �³each 
according to his own ability�´�� ���Y�V���� ���������� �6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �Z�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �Q�R�W�L�F�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�W�� �G�L�G�� �Q�R�W���P�D�W�W�H�U�� �K�R�Z���P�X�F�K��
each servant was given, they were all expected to do something profitable with their talents (vs. 
29). In like manner God understands that each Christian has different abilities than most others. 
Not every Christian is required to be a skilled preacher or Bible class teacher. We are merely 
expected to use whatever abilities we were given in whatever way we can. A preacher, for 
�H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����K�D�V���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���V�S�H�D�N�� �L�Q���S�X�E�O�L�F�����W�R���E�R�O�G�O�\���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�R�U�G�����D�Q�G���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�H�� �O�D�U�J�H��
�J�U�R�X�S�V���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���V�W�U�L�Y�H���W�R���G�R���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O���� �/�H�W���X�V���V�D�\���K�H���L�V���D���³�I�L�Y�H���W�D�O�H�Q�W���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W���´���/�H�W us now 
consider a woman within a congregation who is an excellent teacher, very knowledgeable in the 
�V�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �]�H�D�O�R�X�V�� �W�R�� �G�R�� �W�K�H�� �/�R�U�G�¶�V�� �Z�R�U�N���� �:�H�� �N�Q�R�Z�� �I�U�R�P�� ���� �7�L�P�R�W�K�\�� ���������� �W�K�D�W�� �V�K�H�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W��
permitted to do the public preaching and teaching that a preacher may do, but with her great 
abilities she can be instrumental in teaching the other women and the children of the 
�F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�����/�H�W���X�V���V�D�\���V�K�H���L�V���D���³�W�Z�R���W�D�O�H�Q�W���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W���´���)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H�U�H���P�D�\���E�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���P�D�Q���L�Q���W�K�H��
congregation who is somewhat soft-spoken and not very confidant in public speaking, but is 
wonderful at gently instructing and encouraging people in one-on-one situations. This man may 
not be able to teach and convert large groups of people at one time, but he may have a personal 
touch that is just what many people need. He may be able to reach the one or two people that the 
�S�U�H�D�F�K�H�U�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �U�H�D�F�K�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �S�U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�� �K�L�V�� �V�H�U�P�R�Q�V���� �/�H�W�� �X�V�� �V�D�\�� �K�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �³�R�Q�H-talent 
�V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W���´�� 

�1�R�W�L�F�H���W�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�U���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���³�W�D�O�H�Q�W�V�´���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�V�����%�X�W��
the fact that two out of these three people were not apt to preach sermons in public did not mean 
that they were not able to cause growth in the kingdom. Rather, they were able to see their own 
personal talents and figure out how to use them to the best of their ability. In this same manner 
�H�Y�H�U�\���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���V�H�H���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�U�R�Q�J���S�R�L�Q�W�V���D�U�H���D�Q�G���O�H�D�U�Q���W�R���X�V�H���W�K�H�P���W�R���G�R���W�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V��
work. When this is taking place in a congregation, that congregation will be able to work as 
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efficiently and effectively as the human body; each member doing the work that God gave it the 
ability to do.  

How Can I Teach The Gospel? 

In order for the above illustration to apply we must all put forth the effort to find ways we can 
each teach the gospel. As pointed out earlier, God does not expect every Christian to be able to 
preach a gospel sermon. However, each Christian should know the gospel story, what God 
expects of sinners, and what we must do to be saved. After all, we all had to know these things in 
order to become Christians. Having this foundation we can then consider various ways to teach it 
to the lost.  

Invite a friend or acquaintance���� �³The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He 
�I�R�X�Q�G���3�K�L�O�L�S���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G���W�R���K�L�P�����µ�)�R�O�O�R�Z���0�H���¶���1�R�Z�� �3�Kilip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
�D�Q�G���3�H�W�H�U�����3�K�L�O�L�S���I�R�X�Q�G���1�D�W�K�D�Q�D�H�O���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G���W�R���K�L�P�����µ�:�H���K�D�Y�H���I�R�X�Q�G���+�L�P���R�I���Z�K�R�P���0�R�V�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
law, and also the prophets, wrote --���-�H�V�X�V���R�I���1�D�]�D�U�H�W�K�����W�K�H���V�R�Q���R�I���-�R�V�H�S�K���¶���$�Q�G���1�D�W�K�D�Q�D�H�O���V�D�L�G���W�R��
�K�L�P���� �µ�&�D�Q�� �D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �J�R�R�G�� �F�R�P�H�� �R�X�W�� �R�I�� �1�D�]�D�U�H�W�K�"�¶�� �3�K�L�O�L�S�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�R�� �K�L�P���� �µ�&�R�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�H�¶�´�� ��John 
1:43-46). In this passage Philip shows us just how easy it is for even the newest of Christians to 
take the gospel to the lost; or in this case, bring the lost to the gospel. Any person who truly 
believes that they have salvation in Jesus Christ will rejoice over their believing in the gospel 
(Acts 8:39; 16:34). When most people are excited they want to share their excitement with 
�R�W�K�H�U�V���� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�P�� �W�K�H�\�� �O�R�Y�H���� �,�Q�� �3�K�L�O�L�S�¶�V�� �F�D�V�H he and the rest of the Jews had 
been waiting centuries for the Christ to appear, and that time had finally come. Our obedience to 
the gospel ought to strike this kind of zeal and excitement within us. We should be eager to tell 
other people about the salvation that we can all have in Jesus. We should be willing to invite our 
friends and our family to hear the gospel. We do not need to be a Bible scholar or skilled debater 
to do this. We simply need to have a love for Christ and a love for the souls of our fellow man. 
Even the softest spoken or the most shy Christians can invite people to the services of the church 
�R�U���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V�����7�K�H���O�H�D�V�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q���F�D�Q���V�D�\���L�V���³�Q�R���´�� 

Host a small group study in our home: Despite our most earnest efforts, some unbelievers 
�V�L�P�S�O�\�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W�� �F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �³�F�K�X�U�F�K���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���´�� �7�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �D�O�U�L�J�K�W���� �0�R�V�W�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V��
�K�D�Y�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����6�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�H�Q���E�H�H�Q���R�Y�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�¶�V��
home. This can be a great tool for teaching the lost. Home Bible studies have been very effective 
in such cases. New Christians (or even older ones) can start a Bible study in their own home to 
which they can invite their family and friends. Most people feel much less intimidated in a 
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�¶�V���K�R�P�H���W�K�D�Q at the church building. If the Christian is not comfortable with teaching they 
do not necessarily have to be the teacher. A new covert or a person not comfortable with 
teaching can ask a preacher or one of the other members to teach. This way it becomes both a 
tool for evangelism as well as a good learning experience.  

Offer to hold a community Bible study session: For members who are more confidant in their 
ability to teach this can be a good tool to reach a large group of people. Many people are curious 
about the Bible and what it is all about. The idea of a study held at neutral location such as a 
community center, library, or school might be enough to spark an interest. Usually their curiosity 
�Z�L�O�O�� �G�U�L�Y�H�� �W�K�H�P�� �W�R�� �D�W�� �O�H�D�V�W���R�Q�H���V�W�X�G�\���� �M�X�V�W�� �W�R���³�F�K�H�F�N�� �L�W�� �R�X�W���´�� �)�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�H�� �F�D�Q�� �O�H�W�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�G�� �R�I��
God do what it does best �±���³converting the soul�´�����3�V�������������������� 

Strike up a conversation at random: Even when unbelievers do not have time in their schedule 
to spend an evening in study, simply taking a few minutes when an opportunity arises can be just 
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as effective. Asking for a phone number or email address during a discussion has often provided 
opportunities for correspondence which, in some cases, has resulted in a conversion. This is 
where knowing the gospel becomes very helpful. It only takes a few minutes to explain to 
someone that all men need salvation, that Jesus died so that we can have that salvation, and that 
all men can be forgiven when they are willing to obey the gospel. In such cases there is no need 
to get into a debate about instrumental music, or keeping the Sabbath. One simply needs to 
�F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�H�� �R�Q�� �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �P�D�Q�¶�V�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �V�D�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �-�H�V�X�V�� ��Acts 16:30-31). Then, if the 
unbeliever has an interest, the Christian can either tell them what to do to be saved, or direct 
them to another Christian who better apt to teach (Acts 16:32-33). More opportunities show 
themselves at random like this than many people think. They will appear while sitting on an 
airplane, the bus, at lunch, or just visiting with a friend. For this reason we must always be 
watching and waiting to share the gospel.  

Informational material : In our world today technology has become easily accessible to all. 
With the help of computers Christians can do a lot more to spread the gospel than was once 
possible. There have been members of churches who were not comfortable with teaching a 
formal Bible study, but could do wonders with a web page. If a member is talented with design, 
they can work with other members to put together leaflets, tracts, informational brochures and 
many other documents that can then be handed out by all the members. By this means people 
searching the internet for information on salvation have learned about the gospel, obeyed the 
gospel after contacting members from the congregation, and have actually become active 
members themselves. People walking down the street have seen flyers posted that showed them 
exactly what they have been looking for. With this method, however, also comes a danger that 
we must be aware of and learn to avoid. Take a moment to consider the observations made by 
�%�H�U�U�\���.�H�U�F�K�H�Y�L�O�O�H���L�Q���K�L�V���E�R�R�N�����³Trained to Preach���´�� 

�³�7�K�H goal of successful evangelism must be to teach unbelievers on a personal level. Only when we are 
actually discussing the scriptures with a person face to face can we answer their individual questions 
and address their needs. Many churches fail in their efforts because they never get to this level. They 
�D�U�H�� �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�� �³�E�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J�´�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �Q�H�H�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �W�K�H�� �L�Qitial contact, 
but do not know how to follow-up in order to get a personal Bible study. Therefore, we cannot be 
satisfied with: 1. Sending out and grading Bible correspondence courses. 2. Holding gospel meetings. 
3. Preaching on the radio or television 4. Mail-out invitations to the community. 5. Inviting friends, 
neighbors, and relatives to worship. 6. Handing out tracts. 7. Erecting church buildings. 8. Setting up 
neighborhood Bible studies. Each of these can be used as tools to create opportunities, but none of these 
approaches are personal in the sense that teaching is being conducted on a one-to-one basis. We must be 
aware of the difference, and not allow ourselves or the church to think that we are accomplishing our 
�J�R�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���L�P�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V�´�����Sg. 60-61). 

�³�,�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���0�R�U�H���D�Q�G���0�R�U�H�´ 

What we have discussed thus far merely provides suggestions to get Christians started on finding 
ways to teach the gospel. A congregation, as well as individuals, should spend time considering 
what they can do that will be effective in their own area. There may only be few members in a 
single congregation able to teach. That is fine, as long as every other member is doing their part 
to look for opportunities. We should also remember that members not able to teach now should 
be learning how to teach (Hebrews 5:12-14). This is the natural progression of our Christian 
growth. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12. 
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Questions for Lesson Two 
 

1. Can you give a good excuse that would be acceptable to God for a Christian who does not 
strive to be involved in taking the gospel to the lost? Explain. 

 

2. Of the three servants in the parable of the talents, which one was excused from doing work 
for his master?  

 

3. What if we have little ability, what does God expect us to do with it? 

 

4. Think of a way that each of the people below can use the abilities and situations that God has 
given them to help teach the gospel: 

a. A widow whose family takes care of her: 

b. A middle aged man who has just been converted: 

c. A man who has been a member of the church for a long time, but is not comfortable with 
teaching: 

d. A young woman who has been a Christian for several years who is a homemaker:  

e. A teenager who has just been converted: 

f. A man in the congregation who has been trying to get more actively involved in the work 
of the church: 

g. An older woman who is knowledgeable in the scriptures: 

 

5. What foundational principle should every Christian know and be able to communicate, 
regardless of their ability to teach a formal Bible study? 

 

 

6. Read the following passages and describe how they can help Christians to be more effective 
in kingdom of heaven: 

a. 1 Peter 4:10-11: 

 

b. 1 Thessalonians 4:1, 10: 
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Overcoming Obstacles 
Teaching the Gospel: Lesson 3 

 
Our need to teach the gospel is clearly evident. That God gives all Christians the ability in some 
way or another to help take the gospel to the lost is also evident. In spite of this many Christians 
find themselves faced with obstacles that prevent them from fulfilling their responsibility. Such 
challenges are to be expected, for every command given by God to His people has its obstacles. 
Part of our duty as Christians, however, is learning to overcome them so that we may prove 
�R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���W�R���E�H���I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�V�����³Knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But 
let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing�´�����-�D�P�H�V��
1:3-4).  

In this lesson we will look at a few obstacles that are common for Christians in our society. The 
reader is encouraged to glean from this lesson principles that will help them to overcome other 
obstacles throughout their life so that they may continue to grow in strength and ability.  

�7�K�H���3�U�R�E�O�H�P���R�I���³�&�K�X�U�F�K���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���(�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�V�P�´ 

When many Christians are asked how active a congregation is they may think of how many 
Bible classes are being taught on Sunday or in mid-week services. They may think of how many 
of the total members attend all the services and how hard the members work to complete their 
lessons and learn the material. Concerning the type of lessons being taught they may think that if 
the sinner is condemned for his lack of repentance and if the denominations are being 
condemned for their error then sure, that congregation is an active congregation. As good and as 
necessary as all of these things are, members of a congregation must also keep their eyes open 
�I�R�U���Z�K�D�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�D�O�O�H�G���³�F�K�X�U�F�K���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �H�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�V�P���´���2�Q�H���S�U�H�D�F�K�H�U���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���D�V��
follows:   

�³�:�H���F�R�Q�G�H�P�Q���W�K�H���V�L�Q�Q�H�U���I�R�U���K�L�V���O�D�F�N���R�I���U�H�S�H�Q�W�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�H�Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���H�U�U�R�U�����E�X�W���W�K�H���V�L�Q�Q�H�U��
and the denominational member are still not there. We tell the congregation how stubborn and 
rebellious unbelievers are, but such words only isolate us further from those who need the gospel. The 
problem is compounded when we convince ourselves that we must be doing the work of the Lord 
because we are busy. We are preparing sermons, planning classes, meeting with the elders, counseling 
the members, visiting the sick and the weak, spending time on the Internet, and solving urgent 
problems�« but the lost are still lost. We have done nothing to seek them, much less save them. Instead 
of leaving�� �W�K�H�� �³�������´�� �P�D�Q�\�� �D�U�H�� �V�W�D�\�L�Q�J�� �D�W�� �K�R�P�H�� �W�R�� �S�D�P�S�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�O�R�F�N�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �D�U�H�� �D�V�W�U�D�\�� �D�U�H��
�Z�D�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�����6�R�P�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���J�R���V�R���I�D�U���D�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���µ�F�R�O�O�H�J�H-�O�H�Y�H�O�¶�� �%�L�E�O�H�� �F�O�D�V�V�H�V��nearly 
every night of the week. Each quarter the members sign-up for a new slate of subjects and are among 
the most knowledgeable Christians anywhere. Everyone is busy with the constant homework, not to 
�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���µ�P�L�G�W�H�U�P�V�¶���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���µ�I�L�Q�D�O�V���¶���7�K�H���Y�L�J�R�U�R�X�V���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H���F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H��
members that they are a part of an active, vibrant church. But no one is teaching the lost because no one 
has time! The congregation is taking up all the time it has soaking up knowledge. Few stop to ask why 
they are expending all this effort in the pursuit of knowledge (emph. mine, DTP). The church 
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�O�O���L�W�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J�� �H�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�]�H�G�����E�X�W���W�K�H���O�R�V�W�� �D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���O�R�V�W�´�����.�H�U�F�K�H�Y�L�O�O�H����Trained to 
Preach. Pg. 59-��������� ́

Let us understand the real problem here. It is not that Christians are working hard to learn more 
about the Bible. It is not that Christians are trying to learn about Bible doctrines, how to reason 
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the scripture, and how to refute error. The problem of church building evangelism is that many 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���D�U�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���2�1�/�<�����E�X�W���I�D�L�O���W�R���X�V�H���W�K�H�L�U���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���W�R���G�R���W�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���Z�R�U�N�����*�R�G��
has given us a treasure trove of knowledge. If we are going to please Him with that gift then we 
must go out into the world and use that knowledge to teach others. We must put it to use before it 
�L�V�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �D�Z�D�\���� �I�R�U���� �³������from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away� �́�
(Matthew 25:29). Therefore we must understand that the teaching and preaching that goes on 
when Christians meet together is Go�G�¶�V���Z�D�\���R�I���S�X�W�W�L�Q�J���W�R�R�O�V���L�Q�W�R���R�X�U���K�D�Q�G�V�����(�S�K�H�V�L�D�Q�V�����������������%�X�W��
in order to be faithful we must put those tools to use.  

�³�,�V�Q�¶�W���7�K�D�W���:�K�D�W���:�H�¶�U�H���3�D�\�L�Q�J���7�K�H���3�U�H�D�F�K�H�U���)�R�U�"�´ 

In our culture an attitude has become wide spread which prevents Christians from doing their 
�S�D�U�W���L�V���Z�K�D�W���Z�K�L�F�K���V�D�\�V�����³�,�W���L�V���W�K�H���S�U�H�D�F�K�H�U�¶�V���M�R�E���W�R���W�H�D�F�K���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O���´���R�U�����³�,�I���Z�H���D�U�H���Q�R�W���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J��
�L�W���L�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���S�U�H�D�F�K�H�U���L�V���Q�R�W���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���´���:�K�L�O�H���L�W���L�V���W�U�X�H���W�K�D�W���*�R�G���K�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���W�R��
the leaders and teachers in the church (Ephesians 4:11-12), it is also true that those leaders and 
teachers were given in order to teach the members how to do the work, not to do the work for 
�W�K�H�P�����³�«according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of 
the body for the edifying of itself in love�´�� ��Ephesians 4:16). Therefore we must learn from the 
�H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���1�H�K�H�P�L�D�K�����V�H�H���/�H�V�V�R�Q���2�Q�H�����S�J�����������W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V��
people to instruct and motivate the people to do the work, and then to share in that work. 

Fear of Criticism and Rejection 

One of the biggest obstacles Christians must overcome when teaching the gospel is the fear of 
�U�H�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���� �0�D�Q�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�U�D�Y�H�O�\�� �S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���� �³�,�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �F�D�U�H�� �Z�K�D�W�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�K�L�Q�N�� �R�I�� �P�H���´�� �%�X�W�� �L�W��
still remains that no one enjoys being mocked, ridiculed, or persecuted for trying to save another 
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���V�R�X�O���� �7�K�H���I�D�F�W���L�V�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���R�X�U���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���W�H�D�F�K���W�K�H���O�R�V�W���Z�L�O�O���H�Q�G���X�S���W�K�L�V��
way. But we cannot let that discourage us. As Christians we are striving to be like Christ. Just as 
Jesus sought to save that which was lost, so must we. But also, just as Jesus was ridiculed and 
�S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�H�G���I�R�U���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K�����V�R���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H�����³For to this you were called, because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps�´�� ��1 Peter 2:21������ �³A 
disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for a disciple that 
he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household! Therefore do not fear them. For 
there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known�´�����0�D�W�W�K�H�Z��
10:24-26). And, if we do suffer while teaching the lost we can actually take joy because of the 
�I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���*�R�G���V�H�H�V���L�W���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���U�H�Z�D�U�G���X�V���I�R�U���R�X�U���I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V�����³Blessed are you when they revile 
and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you� �́� ���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�� ��������-12). �³So they departed from the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name�´����Acts 5:41). 

Hypocrisy In The Church 

Sadly many Christians do not fully realize just how much of an affect their behavior can have on 
�D�Q�� �X�Q�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U�¶�V�� �Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V�� �W�R�� �R�E�H�\�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�V�S�H�O���� �$�� �J�U�H�D�W�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �Z�K�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �O�H�I�W�� �W�K�H��
�F�K�X�U�F�K�� �G�L�G�� �V�R�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �Z�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �V�D�Z�� �W�K�H�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �³�I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�´�� �G�R�L�Q�J�� �R�Xtside of the 
assembly. Many non-�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V�� �Z�K�R���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�� �D�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�¶�V�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �Z�L�O�O���� �P�R�U�H��
often than not, base their opinion of the whole congregation (and even Christ) upon that one 
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�S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����*�R�G���D�O�V�R���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�V���W�K�L�V���I�D�F�W���L�Q��Hebrews 6:6�����³�«since they crucify again 
for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame���´�� 

�7�K�D�W�� �L�V���Z�K�\���-�H�V�X�V���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�G���X�V���W�R���O�L�Y�H���D�V�� �O�L�J�K�W�V�� �L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����³Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven�´�����0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�����������������:�H��
should strive to be godly because of our love for God, also realizing that people in the world are 
watching. Therefore if a congregation is going to be effective in teaching the gospel all the 
members must take serious consideration of their actions. Let us all strive to be like Christ in 
speech and in character so that if men do refuse the gospel it will not be on account of our 
�P�L�V�F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�����³Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the 
day of visitation�´���������3�H�W�H�U����������-12). 

Too Busy 

When asked why they are not involved in the evangelistic efforts of the congregation many 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�D�L�G���� �³�,�� �D�P���W�R�R�� �E�X�V�\���´�� �,�Q�� �W�U�X�W�K���� �W�K�L�V���P�D�\���E�H�� �D�Q�� �D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�� �H�[�F�X�V�H���� �:�L�W�K���R�X�U�� �I�D�V�W-
paced-society most people are entirely too busy to do much of anything except work, eat, and 
sleep. But the fact that it is true does not make it right. Often, congregations of fifty or one 
hundred will have a small handful of members who are active and zealous in spiritual service 
while the rest are content to merely attend the worship services. It ought not to be so. If God can 
cause growth in a congregation by the efforts of a small handful of brethren, consider how much 
He can accomplish when all of the members are active and zealous. Therefore consider this point 
�Y�H�U�\�� �V�H�U�L�R�X�V�O�\���� �2�X�U�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �³�W�R�R�� �E�X�V�\�´�� �L�V not a valid excuse, rather it is a sign of mixed up 
priorities in our lives! Therefore the student is exhorted to answer this question for themselves �± 
�:�K�D�W���D�P���,���W�R�R���E�X�V�\���G�R�L�Q�J�����*�R�G�¶�V���Z�L�O�O���R�U���P�\���R�Z�Q�" 

Conclusion 

There are many obstacles that face all Christians. We would be foolish to deny that they exist 
and we would be cowards to flee when they come. If we want to please God and if we put any 
hope at all in His precious promises then we will do all that we can to overcome. For knowledge 
we can study (2 Peter 3:18). For Wisdom and strength we can pray (Philippians 4:6-7; James 
1:5). God gives us all that we need; therefore to those who love the Lord, let us not be content 
with where we are. Rather, let us go on to perfection (Hebrews 6:1), let us fight the good fight (2 
Timothy 4:7), and let us serve our Master with our whole heart no matter what may come, in 
order that we may have our reward in heaven.  
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Questions for Lesson Three 
 

1. Is the life of a Christian smooth sailing with ease and comfort? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

2.  How does God expect Christians to deal with the challenges that they face in life? 

 

 

3. �/�L�V�W�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �R�E�V�W�D�F�O�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �O�H�V�V�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �\�R�X�� �E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�� �P�D�\�� �D�I�I�H�F�W�� �D�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�¶�V��
efforts in teaching the lost: If there is time we may be able to discuss them in class. 

a.   

b.   

c.   

 

4. Is a Christian fulfilling his/her whole responsibility to teach the lost by just attending the 
services of the church?     

a. Why is it important for us to attend church services?      
           

b. What does God expect us to do with that?        
           

 

5. In your own words describe the responsibility of a preacher in the work of teaching the 
gospel. 

 

 

6. How can Christians learn to overcome their fear of rejection when teaching the gospel? 

 

 

 

7. Will God excuse us if we are too busy to do His work? Explain your answer. 
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Creating Opportunities 
Teaching the Gospel: Lesson 4 

 
One of the greatest challenges Christians face when striving to teach the gospel is finding 
opportunities to teach the lost. We may be eager and we may be ready, but at times it just seems 
that the well is dry. It is in times such as these that we must not grow discouraged. We must put 
our faith in God to provide opportunities. We must trust that He knows the hearts of men and, 
like Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch, will present us with the opportunities we need. 

On the other hand we must also understand our responsibility to look for these opportunities. 
God may provide them, but we must have the motivation to reach out and take them. We must 
learn to be like the prophet���,�V�D�L�D�K���Z�K�R�����Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���D�V�N�H�G���³Who shall I send, and who will go 
for U�V�"�´���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�H�G�����³Here am I! Send me�´�����,�V�D�L�D�K�������������� �7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �L�Q���W�K�L�V���O�H�V�V�R�Q���Z�H���D�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R��
consider some of the options available for Christians today that, when utilized, will help create 
more opportunities to teach the lost. The student is reminded that these are merely suggestions 
based on scriptural examples and methods that have worked in the past. Each Christian, 
however, is encouraged to look for ways that they can most effectively find opportunities to 
�W�H�D�F�K�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���U�H�P�D�L�Q���L�Q���S�D�U�D�P�H�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�R�U�G���� 

Get Involved In The Community 

It has been the practice of some religious bodies to isolate themselves from the world and from 
the society around them. Believing that it helps them to be more holy they strive to remove from 
�W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �D�Q�\�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �R�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G���� �(�Y�H�Q�� �V�R�P�H�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �/�R�U�G�¶�V�� �F�K�X�U�F�K��
become so consumed with avoiding the world that they cut off almost all contact with those 
whom�� �W�K�H�\�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �V�W�U�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �V�D�Y�H���� �7�K�L�V�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �*�R�G�¶�V�� �S�O�D�Q�� �I�R�U�� �+�L�V�� �F�K�X�U�F�K���� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R��
�3�D�X�O�¶�V���I�L�U�V�W���O�H�W�W�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���&�R�U�L�Q�W�K�L�D�Q�V���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�U�L�Q�W�K�L�D�Q���E�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q���K�D�G���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�Q���I�U�R�P���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D�I�W�H�U���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���D���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���3�D�X�O�����³not to keep company with sexually immoral 
people���´���7�K�H�\���D�V�V�X�P�H�G���K�H���P�H�D�Q�W���Q�R�W���W�R���N�H�H�S���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���X�Q�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U�V�����W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H��
�V�W�D�\�L�Q�J�� �D�Z�D�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G���� �%�X�W�� �3�D�X�O�� �F�R�U�U�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�P�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �E�\�� �V�D�\�L�Q�J���� �³Yet I 
certainly did not mean the sexually immoral of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, 
or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world�´���������&�R�U�L�Q�W�K�L�D�Q�V��������-11). What was 
�K�L�V�� �S�R�L�Q�W�"�� �7�K�D�W�� �Z�H�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�� �I�U�R�P�� �³�E�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q�´�� �Z�K�R�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �L�Q�� �L�P�P�R�U�D�O�L�W�\���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H��
should NOT sever our influence with people in the world. Paul knew that the only way they were 
going to teach the lost and be as lights in the world was by interacting with lost. For this reason if 
we are going to find opportunities to teach the lost we must be willing to go where those 
opportunities can be found �± into our communities.  

Jesus provides the perfect example for us in Matthew 9:9-11. In this passage Jesus was 
�L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���� �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �³�X�S�S�H�U�� �F�O�D�V�V�´�� �G�H�H�P�H�G�� �W�R�� �E�H��
heathen, teaching them and eating with them. When the Pharisees saw this they said to the 
�G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�����³Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners�"�´���:�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���-�H�V�X�V�"���:�L�W�K��
�W�K�H���³�V�L�Q�Q�H�U�V���´���:�K�\���Z�D�V���+�H���V�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�L�P�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P�"���%�H�F�D�X�V�H�����D�V���+�H���V�D�L�G�����³Those who are well 
has no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners, to repentance�´�� ���0�D�U�N�� �������������� �$�U�H�� �Z�H�� �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�U�L�E�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �3�K�D�U�L�V�H�H�V���� �R�U��
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like Jesus? If like Jesus then let us also strive to go to the lost so that we can give them the 
medicine that can make them well �± the gospel.  

For this reason Christians ought to look in their communities to see how they can be involved. 
Parents may consider getting involved in school committees where their Children attend school. 
Young people (high school, college, twenties) can get involved in activities that are appropriate 
for their age groups. Those whose children have moved out of the house can do the same. It is up 
to the Christian to figure out what is available in their communities and take the initiative to get 
involved. Remember, the only way to take the gospel to the lost is by interacting with the lost.  

Develop relationships With Friends Or Relatives Of The Members 

Many Christians have family members (immediate or distant) who are not Christians. These can 
be great opportunities for all the members of the church. In many areas non-members have been 
impressed with the close-�N�Q�L�W���I�D�P�L�O�\���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���F�K�X�U�F�K�����V�H�H���(�S�K�H�V�L�D�Q�V�����������������7�K�H��
members of a cong�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���V�K�R�Z���W�K�L�V���V�D�P�H���O�R�Y�H���I�R�U���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���E�\���V�W�U�L�Y�L�Q�J��
to include them in some of their activities. There have been times when an unbeliever has heard 
the gospel from their relatives, but all they needed was someone with whom they were not as 
comfortable with to get their attention. Therefore it is good for church members to be involved 
with one another and strive to get to know the families of other Christians.   

Follow Up On Those Who Visit The Worship Services 

Sometimes opportunities can present themselves without our ever looking, such as when an 
unbeliever attends the worship services. They may be curious as to what the church is all about, 
they may be visiting with family, or wanting to turn their life around. Either way they need to 
hear the gospel. We cannot assume that because they attend services and hear sermons, they 
know what to do to be saved. Much of the time unless the need to repent is impressed upon them 
personally it will not occur to them that they need to do so. That is why it is so important that the 
members of a congregation strive to contact those who visit. Get their phone number or other 
information. It is usually best to follow up within the first week of their visit. To wait any longer 
than that has made visito�U�V���I�H�H�O���D�V�� �L�I���Q�R���R�Q�H���Z�D�V���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�����R�U���W�K�H�\���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���³�P�R�Y�H�G���R�Q���W�R���W�K�H��
�Q�H�[�W���F�K�X�U�F�K� �́��W�R���V�H�H���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���D�O�O���D�E�R�X�W�����:�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���V�K�\�����,�W���L�V���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���E�H�V�W���W�R���D�V�N���W�K�H�P���I�R�U��
a Bible study on their first visit.  

Set Up a Neighborhood Bible Study 

We discussed this in our last lesson as a means of teaching the gospel. It is also profitable for 
creating more opportunities. We may start up a Bible study to reach one family member or friend 
and encourage them to invite their other friends. There have been many instances where this has 
resulted in more opportunities than the members could have found alone. There have been times 
where such an offer has resulted in a class with half-a-dozen unbelievers or more. Consider, for 
�H�[�D�P�S�O�H���� �3�D�X�O�� �D�Q�G�� �%�D�U�Q�D�E�D�V�¶�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �$�F�W�V 13:42-�������� �³So when the Jews went out of the 
synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath. 
Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed 
Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. On 
the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God���´���:�K�H�U�H���G�L�G���³�W�K�H��
�Z�K�R�O�H���F�L�W�\�´���K�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���3�D�X�O���D�Q�G���%�D�U�Q�D�E�D�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�W���W�K�H���V�\�Q�D�J�R�J�X�H�"���7�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q���L�V��
that the people they taught the first week invited other people to come the next week. This same 
outcome can occur in our Bible studies if Christians encourage the unbelievers to invite their 
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friends.  

Making Visits  

Visiting unbelievers and weak members is a vital part of the work of the Lord. It is a work many 
members can and must do. �³But this can be a challenging and frightening task: What will I say? 
How will I keep the conversation going? Should I call first? What is the goal of the visit? The 
answers to these questions are fairly simple and with a little practice you will make visitation a 
�S�U�R�I�L�W�D�E�O�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���\�R�X�U���M�R�E�´�����.�H�U�F�K�H�Y�L�O�O�H�����S�J�������������� 

Simply Ask! 

Aside from the above options there are many somewhat impersonal ways to teach the lost that 
we can consider: 

1. Sending out and grading personal correspondence courses.  
2. Holding gospel meetings. 
3. Preaching on the radio or television. 
4. Mail-out invitations to the community. 
5. Inviting friends, neighbors, relatives to the worship services. 
6. Handing out tracts. 
7. Erecting church buildings. 
8. Setting up neighborhood Bible studies. 

Each of these options has proven useful in creating opportunities. It would be good for members 
to coordinate and which options can be profitable in their communities. Above all, however, a 
tool that Christians must learn to use more than any other is that of simply asking if a person 
wants to study the Bible. We can study the Bible for ourselves and hand out flyers all we want, 
but these will never prove profitable until we ask. Though the material may help a person be well 
on their way, a person cannot be taught and saved without hearing the gospel person to person. 
�³How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in 
Him of whom they have not heard�´�����5�R�P�D�Qs 10:14)? 
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Questions for Lesson Four 
 

1. �:�K�D�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�¶�V���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�R�Z�D�U�G���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���W�H�D�F�K���W�K�H���O�R�V�W������ 

 

 

2. What is what of the hardest parts of teaching the gospel.  

 

 

3. Why is interacting with people in the world so important for teaching the gospel?  

 

 

4. What is the benefit of getting to know the relatives and friends of other members.  

 

 

5. Try to think of one to three ways you can create opportunities to teach the gospel.  

a.   

b.   

c.   

 

 

6. What is the most important and most effective way of creating opportunities to teach the 
gospel? Explain. 
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Starting With the Family  
Teaching the Gospel: Lesson 5 

 
While seeking opportunities to teach the gospel Christians should be willing to look far and wide 
without leaving any stone unturned. In doing so, however, we must not forget about the source 
which is the most readily at hand �± the home. Sadly, throughout our nation the home of is often 
the least considered and therefore the most neglected source when it comes to Christians 
teaching the gospel. This was not the plan Christ had for His church. All Christians, both old and 
young, need to learn from past generations that when it comes to teaching the gospel we must 
start with the people in our own families: sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, mothers, and fathers. 
After all, what parent who truly loves their children would deprive them of the greatest treasure 
known to man �± eternal life?  

For this reason we are going to consider some of the principles God establishes in the scriptures 
to help us learn how to teach those in our own families.  

Establishing Familiarity  

An observation in life is that whatever habits parents instill in their children while they are young 
�Z�L�O�O�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �R�O�G���� �7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �L�W�� �L�V�� �Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���� �³Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it�´����Proverbs 22:6). When parents establish 
a familiarity with godly things in their children they will most likely continue in them when they 
have grown. This was why God placed such great emphasis upon teaching the children in the 
�2�O�G�� �7�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W���� �1�R�W�L�F�H���� �³And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them 
as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates�´����Deuteronomy 6:6-9). How were parents to teach 
their children the way of the Lord? By establishing familiarity with the word of God. In the New 
Testament we see the result of this pattern being carried out where Paul writes of how Timothy 
�Z�D�V�� �W�D�X�J�K�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H�V�� �E�\�� �K�L�V�� �J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �P�R�W�K�H�U���� �³When I call to remembrance the 
genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, 
and I am persuaded is in you also�´���������7�L�P�R�W�K�\���������������³�«and that from childhood you have known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus�´����2 Timothy 3:15). This should be the goal and focus of every parent. Many parents 
�K�D�Y�H�� �V�D�L�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �P�L�Q�G�V���� �³�7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �D�� �O�R�W�� �K�D�U�G�H�U�� �W�K�D�Q�� �L�W�� �V�R�X�Q�G�V���´�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �S�D�U�W���� �W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H��
right. But let us notice a few things that will help in this endeavor.  

Building Good Habits 

Notice in Deuteronomy 6 the frequency with which parents are to speak of the scriptures with 
�W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����³�«you shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, 
when you lie down, and when you rise up�«�´���+�R�Z���R�I�W�H�Q�"���$�/�/���7�+�(���7�,�0�(�����7�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���Z�D�\��
�W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O���D���I�L�[�W�X�U�H���L�Q���D���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���O�L�I�H�����,�W���L�V���D���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���P�R�V�W���F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���K�R�O�G��
classes specifically for children. But parents should understand that it is not enough to let 
children learn when they assemble with the church. It is not enough to tell them to go read their 
Bibles or to make sure they do their homework. These things are good, but in order to impress 
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upon children the importance of what they are doing, more is required. Parents who want their 
children to be good readers read with them when they are very young. Parents who want their 
children to be good athletes start them training when they are very young and continue to work 
with them as they grow. Parents who want their children to love the Lord teach them of the Lord 
when they are very young and work with them throughout their entire childhood. This form of 
teaching must include more than learning facts and characters. It requires great involvement on 
�W�K�H���S�D�U�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�D�U�W�����K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���%�L�E�O�H���V�D�\�V���$�1�'���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���E�\���H�[�D�P�S�O�H��
how God wants His people to live. By being actively involved with their children parents will be 
able to teach them that reading the Bible is more than something that we must do; rather, it is 
something that we get to do and should want to do. They will be able to show their children that 
love, humility, reverence, respect, and service are things to be honored rather than avoided.  

Providing a Pattern to Follow 

For this reason all Christians must live according to the gospel. Notice how Paul words 
2 �7�L�P�R�W�K�\�� ���������� �³�«the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois 
and your mother Eunice�«�´�� �7�L�P�R�W�K�\�¶�V�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�� �Vhared their faith with him. 
They showed him what true faith will do and how it will live. They not only taught him what the 
scriptures say, but also how to live by them. They guided him so that he would make their faith 
his own. This is what all Christian parents should strive to do with their children. Parents must 
not only teach their children what the Bible says, but also show them how to do what it says. 
They must be living the godly life described in the scriptures. Again, this requires that parents be 
involved with their children. Even if a parent is a new Christian they can still teach their children 
the importance of knowing God by taking time out of every day to read stories like the creation, 
Noah and the flood, David and Goliath, and the story of Jesus. Then they can show their children 
how important the church is by including them in activities with the brethren. They can teach 
their children what a Christian really looks like by taking the children with them when they help 
other people. 

Approach the Gospel with Love and Affection 

Sometimes, without realizing it, parents can paint God, the church, and the gospel in a negative 
light. For example: when children need to do their chores parents will command them to get the 
chores done. So, children often hate doing their chores. When children need to do their 
homework parents command them get it done. Again, most children hate doing their homework. 
This is not the way we should approach the gospel. Let us not confuse the point however. As 
children grow older they will balk at the instruction of their parents; that is part of growing up. In 
�V�X�F�K���F�D�V�H�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���K�R�O�G���D���I�L�U�P���K�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�V�V���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���K�R�Z���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���*�R�G�¶�V��
word is �± just like driving safely, not doing drugs, and not putting their hand in the fire. 
However, the rest of the time parents ought to show their children by example what it means to 
love the Lord and to love His word. It is not enough to tell children to get their studies done, but 
to show them how and show them the benefits. To accomplish this it is better for parents to study 
with their children rather than only putting homework in front of them. Parents should show 
children how to love their neighbors rather than just telling them. By this children will learn that 
our service to God is not a burden but a privilege. How the parents respond to serving others will 
often determine how the children respond. If parents want to teach their children to look for 
opportunities to serve, rather than cringing at the thought, then they must show the children by 
example. Only when children see our examples and are given opportunities to practice loving the 
Lord will that love be familiar to them when they have grown old. In this manner let us teach the 
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gospel to our families.  

Keep Our���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���$�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���:�R�U�N 

In previous lessons we have discussed the benefits of group Bible studies. A common practice 
among Christian parents is that when such studies take place they will go out of their way to 
make sure their children have something to keep them busy during the study. But if we are to 
instill familiarity with the gospel in young people, what can be better than to involve them in our 
efforts to teach the lost? When participating in group Bible studies arrange to have a study for 
the children at the same time. This not only establishes good habits in the minds of our children, 
but also encourages visitors as well. One preacher noted, �³�9�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���H�[�F�L�W�H�G���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W��
their children can learn the Bible �D�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�´�����.�H�Ucheville, pg. 62). Children who are old 
enough can sit in the study with everyone else. Even if they do not understand the whole 
discussion it will provide a good opportunity for parents to explain it to them later. If the children 
are too young for this, parents can take turns teaching them in a separate room and focus on 
material more appropriate for their age. Either way children are learning how to be involved in 
�W�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���Z�R�U�N���� 

At times there may be several young people between the ages of ten and eighteen who become 
interested in studying the Bible. When this is the case parents can work with their children to 
organize a Bible study specific for that age group. This not only teaches children how to be a 
good example, but also helps them learn how to invite other people to hear the gospel, it helps 
parents keep a working productive relationship with their children, and provides an opportunity 
for the young people to see how to conduct a study, which will be useful for when they have 
moved out of the home.  

The Rest of the Family 

In many cases there are unbelieving family members in the home who are not children, but 
parents, siblings or others. Though we have spent much of our time in this lesson discussing 
children, many of these principles can be applied to other family members as well. In such cases 
the principle of letting our lights shine is very appropriate (read Matthew 5:14-16). Christians 
can spark the interests of family members by talking to them about the gospel. They can provide 
a pattern to follow by attending all the services, being active in Bible study and visiting the other 
�P�H�P�E�H�U�V�����7�K�H�\���F�D�Q���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O���Z�L�W�K�� �O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���D�I�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q���E�\���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U�� �%�L�E�O�H�¶�V���H�Y�H�U�\��
day and treating their family members they way God says we should treat all men �± with love. 
�7�K�H�\���F�D�Q���L�Q�Y�L�W�H���R�W�K�H�U���F�K�X�U�F�K���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V���V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���F�D�Q���V�H�H���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H���*�R�G�¶�V��
people have for one another. Holding Bible studies in the home will allow the family members to 
hear the gospel. Even if they seem disinterested or disgruntled at times, at the very least they will 
be able to see our zeal and love for the Lord. With time this alone may plant a seed in their heart.  

The home is a rich source of opportunities. Let us remember to consider this. Let us strive to help 
one another to teach our families.  

 




