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Adam and Eve

Bible Characters: Lesson 1

3$GDP° B5HG JURXQ@ving(YH  /LIH
Text: Genesis 1-4

Adam and Eve were real people and not mythical or fictiona characters. The New Testament
endorses their existence and the things that hgppened to them and what they did as described in
the boo of Genesis (Romans 5:12-14; 1 Corinthians 15:45; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Timothy 2:13-
15).

Adam was the first man, sin did enter the world through his transgression, and the serpent
GHFHLYHG (YH .LGQHU SRLQWV RXW 32Q LWV KLVWRULFDOC
Testament assumes it and argues from it, making the first Adam as literal as the last, whose

genealogy is indeed traced back to him in Luke 3:23ff. According to Romans 5:18, 19; 1

Corinthians 15:20- $GDP ZDV 3RQH PDQ" DQG Eslfattud bsiheédRoSsH W UHV ¢
and resurrection: (p. 66).

Theistic evolutionists have tried to argue that Adam and Eve were not specific individuals but
that they represent an evolutionary population. Yet, the New Testament parallels Adam with
Christ (1 Corinthians 15:22). If Adam was not a historical person, then what about Christ? In 1
Timothy chapter 2, Paul writes that Adam was first formed, then Eve. This verse only makes
sense if Adam and Eve are specific individuals who were created by God. To suggest that they
represent evolutionary populations, involves biological nonsense. It suggests that they represent
evolutionary populations, involves biological nonsense. It suggests that first there was a race of
males only and that after some time arace of females developed.

Lessons

x Paradise included the obligation to work (Genesis 2:15).

X God gave Adam and Eve plenty of options and freedom and His requirements were not a
burden (Genesis 2:16)

x Adam and Eve were married in the garden (Genesis 2:25).

x The woman that God created was perfectly suited for the man that God made. Woman is
the perfect counterpart and helper for man (Genesis 2:18)

x 7TKH VHUSHQW TXHVWLRQV *RGYfV ZLVGRP DQG DGGV VI
command (Genesis 3:1). The devil contradicts what God had said and denies the
WUXWKIXOQHVY ZLVGRP DQG NLQGQHVV RI *RGTV H[SHI
apostasy starts with questioning the goodness of God and the eventual judgment of God.

X The devil seeks to convince Eve that God is withholding something from them and that
*RGYV UXOHV DUH UHVWULFWLYH DQG XQIDLU *HQHVL




temptati RQ *RGYV FRPPDQG LV TXHVWLRQHG DQG WKH¢
God is depicted as being deceitful, unreasonable, and cosmic killjoy, one who stands in

the way of human fulfillment and fun (3:5). How many temptations are basically the

temptation to view oneself as an equal with god and thus not accountable to His will?

7KH GHYLO SXUSRVHIXOO\ QHYHU WHOOV XV DOO WKH W
did not say, however, was that their opened eyes would see al things in the light of their

RZQ ZLFNHGQHVYVY DQG UHEHOOLRQ«WKH\ VDZ JRRG DQC
sinners, from therock-ERWW R P’

The devil offers a temptation that is below what Adam and Eve aready possessed. They
are dready like God (Genesis 3:5; 1:26-27). They already knew the difference between
good and evil (3:3).

Eve was tempted by the same things that tempt people today (Genesis 3:5; 1 John 2:15-

17). Perspective is everything. The garden was full of many other trees that were good for

food, but we get into troublewhenwe )2& 86 8321 7+%$7 21( 7+,1* :( &$197
HAVE. We are ripe for temptation when we have allowed ourselves to lose sight of all

the blessings that god givesusonadaily basis. .LGQHU VD\V 37KH SDWWHU RI
through the act, for Evestened to a creature instead of the Creator, followed her
impressions against her instructions, and madefa#iflment her goal. This prospect of
material, aesthetic and mental enrichment (6a) seemed to add up to life itself; the world
still offers it -Q " $low are you going to handle life if there is one things,

one goal, desire or material possession that you can never have? Will this consume you?

Do you lose sight of all your other blessings at times?

Adam said nothing, even when Eve offered him the fruit. Are we silent in the face of
temptation? Do we simply go aong with the crowd? God expects us to stand up and
speak out (Ephesians 5:11; 1 Corinthians 16:13). Do you love God enough to obey Him
even when family members do not? (Luke 14:26). God expects men to be spiritua
OHDGHUV -RVKXD *HQHVLV (SKHVLDQV ORU
suggested that he did this out of love for Eve, choosing to share her sin and guilt rather
WKDQ OHDYLQJ KHU WRAdD, Fhits mdRe fvdlldvalkinGst) idde Adam
DSSHDU QREOH LQ VLQQLQJ DQG WKH %YLEOH QHYHU LPS

S+HUH LV WKH HVVHQFH RI FRYHWRXVQHVV W LV WKH D!
QRZ KDYH LQ RUGHU WR EH KDSS\’

One reason why we need to study and assimilate all of the word of God we can is for the
purpose of withstanding temptation (Psalm 119:9, 11).

After sinning Adam and eve try to hide from God (3:7-10). Do people try to hide from
God today and what are common places in which they attempt to hide?

When confronted by God, Adam tries to shift the blame from his failure upon the woman

God have him. Do people blame God and others on like manner today for their failures?

6PLWK QRWHYV 3:KDWHYHU KD SsShdm® éf Gy Wore akdd_lesHbfFLWH G |
P\ IOHVK"T 1RZ WKH VWRU\ LV 3, QHYHU DVNHG IRU KHI
DWWHPSWV WR VSUHDG WKH EODPH" S




Even though Eve blamed the serpent who did tempt her, Adam and her are still punished.
The fact that temptation exists in our world does not give us the right to yield to it.

The first promise of the Messiah (Genesis 3:15). Compare with Isaiah 7:14; Matthew
1:18-23 and Galatians 4:1ff. Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil (Hebrews 2:14-
15; 1 John 3:8).

Sin affects everyone (Genesis 3:17-19). After we sin we cannot choose the consequences
that of that sin nor can we limit the damage caused by sin.

We sin today not because we inherited a sin-nature from Adam, but because like Adam
and Eve weyield to temptation (Romans 5:12.

God still continues to care for Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21-24).

This chapter explains why suffering, evil and death exist in the world. God is not to be
blamed for such things.




Cain and Able

Bible Characters: Lesson 2

3&DLQ3RVVHVVHG
S$EHO" %UHDWK YDSRU

In the New Testament Abel is spoken of as aman of faith (Hebrews 11:4) and the first righteous
man who died for his faith (Matthew 23:35; Luke 11:51). Cain is views as amurderer and an evil
man (1 John 3:12).

Lessons:

X W LV HVVHQWLDO WKDW RXU FKLOGUHQ XQGHUVWDC
UHMHFWHG &DLQYfYVY 7KH UHDVRQ ZDV QRW TXDQWLW
Abel offered his sacrifice by faith (Hebrews 11:4) and Cain did not. Faith is not a
fedLQJ RU LQWXLWLRQ UDWKHU IDLWK FRPHV E\ KHI
7TKHUHIRUH $EHO IRXQG IDYRU ZLWK *RG EHFI
instructions concerning what to offer. Cain on the other hand did not. We will be
rejected if we do not follow what God has commanded (Matthew 7:21-23).

$ QXPEHU RI JRRG OHVVRQV H[LVW LQ WKLV FRQWH[W IRU XV
HYHU\WWKLQJ WKDW SHRSOH ZLVK WR RIIHU WR +LP -XVW EH
just because someXhPDQ EHLQJ SWKLQNV™ WKDW VRPHWKLQJ 3SUDLYV
GRHV E *RG ZLOO UHMHFW DOO ZRUVKLS WKDW GRHVQITW I
F *RG GRHVQTW JLYH DQ\ 3 FUHGLW’ ™ IRU PLVJXIBeikgG EXW J
EHOLHYHU LQ *RG ZKLFK &DLQ ZEY). (elFathiwithetitoRedigkce isR K Q
vain (James 2:26). (f) Human additions or subtractions to the will of God, make our religion

vain (Matthew 15:8). (g) True love for God has alwaysebedemonstrable by conforming to

+LV ZLOO -RKQ K &DLQYV RIHAUHQIVRHRQGIWLWYXH@ JH
3$" RU DQ 3)" WKHUH LV QR PLGGOH JURXQG L *RG LVQITW |
In fact, human innovation in Bine things has a very poor track record in the Scriptures (Lev.

10:1-2); 2 Samuel 6:1ff; 2 Chron. 26:483). (j) Anything, even the smallest details of the Will of

God are a big deal to God.

X Cain offered a sacrifice but God rejected it. If we depart from *RGfV ZLOO *RG
will not accept our worship (Matthew 15:9).

X &DLQ VXEVWLWXWHG KLV ZLOO KLV SUHIHUHQFH IR
desires obedience and not what we may want (1 Samuel 15:22-23).

X Notice how Cain is angry. Often people are angry when they should be angry at
themselves for not doing what is right. God aso asks Cain a very good question,
3ZK\’ ,Q OLIJKW RI RXU RZQ VLQV GR ZH KDYH D
God? Who has the real right to be angry, God or Cain? Be impressed with how




x

God continues to pursue the sinner and attempts to reason with him (Isaiah
1:10ff).

God gives Cain another chance to do the right thing (Genesis 4:7), but Cain is
warned that if he does not repent, sin will get the better of him.

STKH DGGHGLWKNRKDWWWKLY pFURXFKLQJ EHDVWY LV
tame leopard or some harmless pet. Rather, it thirsts after your blood. So the

threatening character of the danger is made fully apparent to Cain, and the
ZDUQLQJ LV FRPSOHWH*RGHKBRRIO@IW H[DJJHUDWH R
facts. 6LQ DQG WHPSWDWLRQ DUH QRWKLQJ WR IOLUW
VLQ LV VLPSO\ OL N Hinfégédrvatie QOpénQ@he/dd@ of kemptation

DQG VLQ ZLOO 3SRXQFH  RQ \WiXahiZay¥\get the Weite€) dfH D Q F H
you. It will always cost you something, even if you eventually escape from its
clutches. Consider the examples of David and the ProdigalV8eneed to learn

WKDW VLQ FDQQRW EH 3WDPHG” QRU FDQ LW EH FRQ\

Thestatement 3,1 \RX GR ZHOO"’ SURYHV WKDW &DLQ L\
can repent if he wants to. Do we really want to serve God?

3&DLQYY UHDFWLRQ WR WKH UHMHFWLRQ RI KLV RIIH
KLV SDUHQW YV UH D F Wy G afteiZteir tesfast. PHey RIMIbH G E
making excuses and self-exoneration, but at least they do not indulge in violence.

Unable (or wiling-MD), to restrain his resentment and bitterness, Cain vents his

ZUDWK RQ WKH RQO\ SRVV L Edd H. 2805 InSdkihGtOABel SEOH" -
it appears that Abel told Cain things that he did not want to hear. Are we willing

WR OLVWHQ WR *RGYV WUXWK HYHQ ZKHQ LW UHEXNF

,Q &DLQ ZH ILQG PDQ\ RI WKH 3FODVVLF  Z&8RQJ UHYV
about a sin we have committed: (a) Outright denial, lying. (b) Anger directed at

the good people trying to help you, finding fault with them, attacking their
PRWLYHV IDPLO\ RU FKDUDFWHU °B®*HYHU\RQH LV D K
youarebeing SHUVHFXWHGRDXQWG 3VLQJOHG

$EHOfV EORRG FUL+tb@ sRsXWN fihg Uk dut dnd WidreH$ho way
WKDW D SHUVRQ FDQ HVFDSH *RGTV MXVWLFH &RUL

Cain complained that the consequences for his sin were grater than he could bear. Consider what
misery the sinner brings upon him or herself. By one simple act or repentance, Cain could have
went on living a happy life. The relationship with his brother Abel could have been great. Life
could have been good. This tells us that we decide the level of happinessin our own lives. Every
one of usisjust as hgppy as we have decided to be. Notice how the sinner is the one who really
Misses out.

X

:KHQ WKH VXSSRVHGO\ UHSHQWDQW FRtReBQ@MLQ DER X
know they really haveQ W UHSSHROWHGHU FDUHIXOO\ WKDW &D
$EHOYY GHDWK RU YLRODWLQJ WKH ZLOO RI *RG D
VXIITHULQJ WKDW KH KDV EURXJKW XSRQ KLV SDUF
experience in the psychology of sinners: bold impudence becomes a whining fear

and complaint~ /HXSROG S 7TKH RQH ZKR GLG VR PXFK
to be avictim!




Noah

Bible Characters: Lesson 3

31RDK" 7KH 1HZ %LEOH 'LFWLRQDU\ VWDWHMIWKDW 37KH HW\]

uncertain, though many commentators connect it with theroot nwh pWR UHVWY ,Q *H
(5:29) it is associated with the verb nhm WUDQVODWHG pPFRPIRUWY LQ $¢
UHOLHIY LQ 569 ZLWK ZKLFK LW LV SHUKDSV HW\PROR.,
necessarily UHTXLUHG E\ WKH WH[W ~

A righteous man in awicked world Noah was far distinguished from his contemporaries. Though

pressured by the evils of his surrounding world Noah was able to overcome the odds and lived a

life of righteousness, faithful tothealmigkK W\ *RG *HQ +HE %HFDXVH R
IDLWK KLV H[DFWLQJ REHGLHQFH DQG *RGTV JUDFH 1RDK
destruction that was pronounced upon the rest of the world. Following the destruction of the

world by flood, God again replenished the earth with life using Noah and his seed to be yet

another beginning to mankind, thus continuing the theme suggested by the title of this book,
3*HQHVLV "~ RU 3%HJLQQLQJV ~

Though believed by some to be a myth, a tail told to impress people, we find that from later
accounts men of God considered Noah and the flood to be a factual, historical account (Isaiah
54:9; Ezekiel 14:14, 20; Matthew 24:37-39; Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:18-20; 2 Peter 2:5; 3:5-6).

Lessons:

X Noah was ableto remain fathf XO 3MXVW ™ 3SHUIHFW ™ *HQ HYHQ Zk
wicked world. What does this say about the common reasons for fitting in with the
FURZG 3HYHU\ ERG\ LV GRLQJ LW "~ RU 3WKH UHVW RI WK
ZH"’

x Noah was saved by faith which moved Him to obey God (Heb. 11:7). His faith is what
GUHZ KLP WR 3PRYH ZLWK JRGO\ IHDU =~ EULQJLQJ VDOY
1RDK«PRYHG ZLWK JRGO\ IHDU SUHSDUHG DQ DUFK IRU V

x Noah found grace in theeyes RI *R G *HQ *RGYV JUDFH ZDV RQ |
3ZDV D MXVW PDQ SHUIHFW LQ KLV JHQHUDWLRQV 1RDlI
does this say about our having the grace of God? Must we do anything in order to find
grace in the eyes of God?

X Noah preached righteousness even when there was little or no possibility that there would
be any obedience on the part of those to whom he was preaching to (2 Peter 225 + 3D
SUHDFKHU RI ULJKWHRXVQHVV’ 'R ZH WU\ WR FRQYHUYV
SWHKK DUHQ W JRLQJ WR FKDQJH VR LWV SRLQWOHVV"

X 31RDK GLG DFFRUGLQJ WR DOO WKDW WKH /RUG FRPPDQC
X God remembers His people and his promises (Gen. 8:1; Ps. 105:7, 8, 42)




It was because of the sins of man that God destroyed the earth (Gen. 6:6, 7, 13). If the
wickedness of man is reason enough for God to destroy the earth, should we not strive to
EH PRUH OLNH 1RDK 3SHUIHFW LQ RXU JHQHUDWLRQ"’

Noah was saved by water 1 Peter 3:20.

30DQ\ PD\ FKRRVH WR UHMHFW *RGLVEKWW D @ HQUHPYRHQ) 3J7HKWM
by Dunagan) (Gen. 6:5-7)

$VLGH IURP WKH SUHDFKLQJ RI 1RDK OLIH ZDV FRPSOHW
generation prior to the flood (Matt. 24:38). Though Noah preached on the coming

destruction, it is seen that no other person in the world at that time expected, or acted

upon it. The coming of Christ will be the same (1 Thess. 5:1-3). Are we expecting it?

&RQWUDU\ WR SRSXODU GRFWULQH *RGYV PHUF\ RQO\

righteousness. The statement hasbeHQ PDGH WKDW 3*RG LV WRR ORYLQJ
DOO WKH XQULJKWHRXV SHRSOH LQ WKH ZRUOG DQG VHC
why would God save a meager 8 individuals out of an entire world of people? We must

learn from this account that God is not afraid to keep His standards where they belong;

He does not lower the bar because too many people are unwilling to reach for it.

God made a covenant with al living things on the earth that He will never again destroy

the earth by flood (Gen. , Q *RG PDNHV WKH VWHblétheéP HQW W
earth remans VHHGWLPH DQG KDUYHVW FROG DQG KHDUW«VI
3:KLOH WKH HDUWK UHPDLQV "~ ZH PXVW FRQFOXGH WKDW
not remain. We know that God will not destroy the earth by flood, so how will the earth

be destroyed (Heb. 10:27; Zeph 1:18)? With this in mind, should we not learn from

1RDKYVY H[DPSOH DQG SUHSDUH RXUVHOYHV IRU D FRPLQ
to others that all who are willing may be saved? (Heb. 10:24, 25; Col. 1:28)

:DV WKH IORRG LQ 1RDKYfV GD\ D ORFDO RU D ZRUOG ZLG

% ,1 LW ZDV D ORFDO IORRG ZK\ ZRXOG *RG FRPPDQG 1R
thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive
ZLWK \RX " *HQ

¥ If it was just alocal flood, why would God tell Noah gather birds into the ark? Would
it not be easier for God to just have the birds fly to a different region? (Gen. 6:20)

% ConsGHU WKH ODQJXDJH *RG XVHV ZKHQ GHVFULELQJ Wl
destroy from the face of theearthal OLYLQJ WKLQJV WKDW , KDYH PDG
waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered
3s$Qal flesh ded WKDW PRYHG RQ e lfhaHDUWK «RBQRE +H
destroyed dl living things ZKLFK ZHUH RQ WKH IDFH RI WKH JURX
could not mistake this for a local flood.

¥ We al know that water flows down until it becomes level. If the flood in Genesis
SSUHYDLOHG PRUH DQG PRUH XSRQ WKH HDUWK VR Wil
XQGHU WKH KHDYHQV ZHUH FRYHUHG ~ IRU WKLV WR EF
mound up, like an egg, or a growth on the side of the earth. It would make more sense
IRU WKH ZDWHU WR IORZ RYHU WKH HQWLUH HDUWK D
XQGHU WKH KHDYHQV ~ MXVW DV WKH VFULSWXUHV VD\




Abraham -1

Bible Characters: Lesson 4
Geneds 12-16

S$EUDP S$EUDKDP’ 7TKH 1HZ % KD eyidody bffnenBmd\ VWDWHV W

Abram (used Gen. 11:26-17:4 and rarely elsewhere eg. 1 Ch. 1:27; Ne. 9:7) is uncertain. It
SUREDEO\ PHDQV pWKH IDWKHU LV H[DOWHGYT DQG LV D W\SL
form of Ab(i)ram. After the covenant of Gn. 17:5 his name is changed to Abraham and explained

DV WIDWKHU RI D PXOWLWXGHYT RI QDWLRQV

36DUDL 6DUDK’ 7KH ,QWHUQDWLRQDO 6WB@GDUG %LEOH (QF

name appears to be derived from the same root as Isradl, if, indeed, Gen. 32:28 is intended as an
etymology of Israel. fhe that strives. fin the verse following the one where this name is
conferred, it is declared of Sarah that Kings of peoples shdl be of her (Gen. 1716 ©~ 7KH 1HZ
Bible Dictionary briefly describes it however as 32 + HEarah, uy.SULQFHV V'’

$EUDKDPTY VWRU\ LV RQH RI IDLWK SURPLVHV SDWLHQF
was chosen by God to be the father of His people, a new beginning in the world. As the chapters
unfold in the book of Genesis we see how God takes one righteous man and his family, makes a
covenant with him, and from his seed creates a nation that would, in the end, produce a savior for
WKH ZRUOG 7TKRXJK WKLV SODQ VHHPV JUDQG LQGHHG WK
grand. Seeing Abraham (then Abram) to be a righteous man God called him out of his country,
DzD\ IURP KLV IDPLO\ WR EH D 3 VRMRXUQHU DQG D SLOJULP’
,Q $EUDPYV REHGLHQFH ZH VHH ZKDW IRRX'AG EWSRIRIS O\H
faith (Gen. 12:4; Heb. 11:8; Rom. 4:9).

Through his journeys we see Abram and his family struggle with famine, the
unrighteousness of man, and their own sins. Like all men Abram does sin, but like very few men,
in Abram we see a humble heart of repentance which, with time, strengthens his relationship
with God.

$V GHVFHQGDQWYV RI $EUDKDP E\ IDLWK WKHUH LV PXFk
OLIH DV D SDWWHUQ IRU RXU RZQ IRU ZH WRR DUH 3VRMRXU(

Lessons:
X*RG LV RXU 3VKLHOG RXU H[FHHGLQJO\ JUHDW UHZDUC

x Abraham was faithful to obey the Lord even when there was reason for much doubt.
(Gen. 12:1-4; Heb. 11:8)

X*RG IRXQG $EUDKDPTV KHDUW -8DWW KoK find WoR hedrtP 1 HK
faithful to Him?

X Righteousness is based on our faith and trust in God (Jas. 2:23; Gen. 15:6). When we
are faithful and righteous as Abraham was, we too can be called the friends of God.




x Contrary to the belief held by those who cling to the law of the flesh (the Law of
Moses) a person becomes a son, or the seed of Abraham not by practicing the Law of
Moses, but by holding to the same faith that Abraham had, that is in Christ, in
obedience to the word of God. (Matt. 3:9, 10) Today, we become sons of Abraham by
faith and baptism (Gal. 3:26-29).

x When times are uncertain and persecution seems eminent does our faith hold strong, or
do we fed the need to compensate for fear that God will not be there for us? (Gen.
12:10-20).

X Truly we can see the pitfalls of human wisdom in how going beyond what God has
said causes more problems than it solves (Gen. 12, 16)

X:KHQ WKH WHPSWDWLRQ IRU 3TXLFN DQG HDV\" JDLQ DU
choose physical wealth? (Gen. 14:14-24).

x God is ajust God, but He is just as merciful. Using human reasoning, many people
have come to belief that, either God did not command the Israglites to conquer and kill
DOO WKRVH QDWLRQV LQ WKH ERRN RI -RVKXD RU LI *
PHUFLOHVYV *RG =~ % dgWbral@mt&Rv@if] hefdrelhé@lihherits the land of
WKH $PRULWHYV ZH VHH *RGYV PHUF\ LQ WKDW +H GLG C
LQLTXLW\ ZDV 3 FRPSOHWH =~ 7KDW LV ZLWKRXW HQRXJK

X God does not accept al forms of worship as most popular religious leaders would
suggest today. We learn from Josh 242- WKDW $EUDKDPTV IDPLO\ ZRU
JRGV :RXOG $EUDKDPYfV IDLWK KDYH EHHQ 3DFFRXQWHC
continued worshiping these false gods while following after the Lord God at the same
time? No. Rather we see Abraham abandoning the false religions of his family in order
to serve the One, True God.

X There are many positive and negative commands that God has placed in the Scriptures
that are similar to what he asked of Abraham. It makes no sense to many today that we
should:

Baptize for the remission of sins.

Practice discipline.

Refrain from the use of instrumental music.

Practice church autonomy.

Dress Speak and be entertained +modestly and with sobriety.

Cleanse ourselves from the world: Dancing, Drinking, Gambling.

O O O O OO

Abraham was a man that pleased God. He was a man that God put up on a

pedestal and asked us to be like him. The battles we face may be different, but the

courage, faith and dedication to the Lord will not be. Once we understand this

SRLQW ZH ZLOO QHYHU ORRN DW $EUDKDPYfV OLIH W
$EUDKDP’




Abraham Part 2

Bible Characters: Lesson 5
Geness17-25:11

3,VDDF"~ 3/DXJKW H UJitdchbk(oPI&de)NddriJof Abraham: - ,VDDF~ DOVR 3+H Z
laugh; Jischakthe heir of Abraham:- ,VDDF ~ 6WURQJTV *HQ

$V ZH FRQWLQXH $EUDKDPTV WUHN WKURXJK WKH ODQG ZKL
OLIH JURZLQJ IXO0 7KURXJK KLV MRXU®@WwdIVas Aisiphysitll $SEUDKTL
ZHDOWK DQG EOHVVLQJV %XW DV ZH UHDG WKURXJK WKH |
FDQQRW KHOS EXW QRWLFH WKDW WKH IRFXV RI $SEUDKDPTV
but his spiritual. Though there are portionsof VFULSWXUH WKDW GHVFULEH $EUI
23:6; 24:35) the focus of the text leans heavily on the promises and blessings God gives to
$EUDKDP FRQFHUQLQJ *R @ Mors $pdRiBcay weflih@several times where

God restates His promisH RI1 EOHVVLQJ DOO QDWLRQV WKURXJK S$EUI
PHVVLDQLF SURSKHFLHV ZKLFK EHJDQ LQ *HQ 7TKRXJK
Genesis 24- ZH VHH WKDW *RGYfV ULJKWHRXV PHQ DUH QRW HDV
Heb. 11)

7TKRXJK $EUDKDPYV OLIH LV QRW D SHUIHFW RQH KH VWLO
promises from God [Gen. 20:9, 10]), we see several characteristics in his life that are clearly seen
in all faithful men who have followed in his footsteps: faith in God, humility, repentance.

Lessons:

X Gen.171 + ,1 ZH ZDQW WR EH D FK wakGheRie GRdGandeP X VW -
blameless” (YHQ ZKHQ +LV FRPPDQGV PD\ QRWI3PDNH VHQ

X Gen. 18:14 + #s anything too hard for the Lord 6 HH D G2AR -HU

X Rom. 41822 + QRW EHLQJ ZHHN LQ IDLWK«KH GLG QRW ZD
through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God KLV LV WKH
real heart of the life we are to understand that Abraham lived and the life that we
are to live ourselves. There was absolutely no doubt, he was the perfect example
R llet God be true but every man aliar 5R P DQG2LSK

X Only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham (Gal. 3:6-9). If we are of faith,
then we are sons of God (like Abraham), but how do we become sons of God
through faith? (Ga. 3:26-29).

X Abraham is the father of the circumcision (the Jews) and the uncircumcision
*HQWLOHYV E X WivaR @nQhe ktepSVdf the faith which odather
Abraham had~ 7K H iSeWBskhen offered to al men. Both to those who were
RI WKH ODZ SK\VLFDO VHHG LI VSLULWXDOO\ UHODW
IDLWK RI $SEUDKDF7)" 5RP
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There can be little doubt after looking at all these Scriptures that God intends for

al Christians to view Abraham in exactly the same way that the Jews did. He is

the father of our nation. Every one of us who has been baptized into Christ and
trusts in Jesus Christ is of the seed of Abraham. With this in mind let us now
consider Isa. 51:1-2 [Bisten to Me, you who follow after righteousness, you who
seek the Lore ~

When God made an impossible promise Abraham believe, will you? (Rom. 4:17-
25)

When God made an impossible demand Abraham fulfilled it, could you? (James
2:21-24)

Though Abraham is dead, he is dlive (Luke 20:37, 38). We can have life after
death if we live faithful to God.

7TKHUH LV D EHOLHI WKDW 3-HVXV FRXOG QRW VWDUYV
time because the people would not accept Him, so He died on the cross and now

ZH DUH zZzDLWLQJ IRU +LP WR FRPH EDFN WR VWDUW -
gospel is nothing but amyth and we are still dead in our sins. But the apostle Paul

teaches us that the gospel of Christ was preached to Abraham (Gal. 3:8), and that

gospel required Christ to died on the cross (Gal. 3:13-14). So the gospel was

fulfilled.

Abraham rejoiced to see they day of Christ (John 8:56), Just like Moses and all
the other faithful men of the Old Testament (Heb. 11). They lived by faith in the
fact that God was sending a Savior for their souls. Do we rejoice in the fact that
that Savior has come, and that now, if we obey, we can regjoice with all the saints
both dead and aive?

11



Lot

Bible Characters: Lesson 6

3/ RW" +HE ORW upFRYHUDUQDQ" $SFUBKDPPGWEURWKHU DQG VF
Apart from the account of his life in Genesis, his name is absent from the OT (except for

references to his descendants in Deut. 2:9, 19; Ps. 83:8), but he is mentioned by our Lord in

Luke. 17:28032 and also by Peter in 2 Pet. 2:7f.

$FFRUGLQJ WR WKH ERRN RI *HQHVLY OLNH RXU IDWKHU $E
both showing two very different spectrums of his life. We are introduced to Lot in the same

passages that we are introduced to Abraham. Being the nephew of Abraham Lot had the

opportunity to follow him out of the influence of idolatry and into the Promised Land to be a
3SLOJULP DQG D VRMRXUQHU =~ %RWK RI WKHVH PHQ EHFDPH .
grew in size creating some dissention between the two families. As a solution to this problem Lot

and Abram agreed to go their separate ways and to choose separate lands on which to dwell with

all of their belongings.

It is at this pivotal moment that we see the spiritual and moral well being of these two individuals

EHJLQ WR GLIIHU GUDVWLFDOO\ /LNH PRVW \RXQJ PHQ /RW
SDVWXUHV ~ DQG 3JUHHQHU JUDVYV ~ 'UDZQ E\ YLVXDO DQG S|
while seemingly blind to the evident moral and spiritual danger he was putting himself in. It is
EHFDXVH RI WKLV IDWDO GHFLVLRQ WKDW ZH VHH /RWTYV OL
toward the end of his life he hits rock bottom. Let us learn from the decisions that Lot made in

hislife.

Genesis 11:27, 31; 12:4-14:16
Genesis 19

Lessons:

X Lot had so much in his favor.
9 Good influence of godly relatives (Gen. 12:4, 5; Heb. 11:8-10)
9 God had blessed him with wealth (Gen. 13:5, 6; Jas. 1:17).
9 Hewas arighteous man (2 Peter. 2:7, 8).
9 Hewas hospitable (Gen. 19:1-3; Heb. 13:3).
But lot made one decision which proved to be the ruin of hislife. (Gen. 13:7-13). Let
us consider the decisions we make and not follow after Lot.

x IRWJV GHFLVLRQ UHIOHFWHG EDG DWWLWXGHYV
9 He was sdlfish (what about young people who disregard the heartache of godly

parents and the damage to their influence to indulge their own fleshly lusts?) (Phi.

2:4).

He was disrespectful (Gen. 12:5, 7)

His decision was made purely for carnal rather than spiritual reasons (Rom. 8:5-8)

O ©
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x

x

IRWV GHFLVLRQ VWDUWHG D VHULHV RI VWHSV XQIRU
(Ps.11) 3/RW FKRVH KLP DOO WKH SODLQ RI -RUGDQ"

9 3/RW FKRVH KLP DOO WKH SODLQ RI -RUGDQ" *HQ

9 3/RW GZHOOHG LQ WKH 13 HYV RI WKH SODLQ" *H

9 3/RW SLWFKHG KLV WHQW DV IDU DV 6RGRP" *HQ

Lot reaped the wages of sin (Gal. 6:7, 8; Rom. 6:23).

/IRW ZDV 3YH[HG™ E\ WKH ZLFNHGQHVYV RI WKH 6RGRPL
His own moral standard had become confused (Gen. 19:1-8).

Lot lost everything the meant anything to him (Gen. 19:9-30)

His own faith and righteousness had weakened (Gen. 19:30, 33, 35)

His remaining daughters were ruined morally (Gen. 19:31-38).

His descendants, through these incestuous, adulterous relationships, were the
LQYHWHUDWH HQHPLHYV RIBFRGTV SHRSOH 'HXW

IRW ZDV 3YH[HG™ E\ WKH ZLFNHGQHVV RI WKH 6RGRPLW

Are we vexed when we see the sin in the world, or do we choose to join them, to fit
in? Though Lot had made his fair share of mistakes we still see a glimmer of
righteousness in him.

O O O O oo

God aways shows care and concern for righteous people (Gen. 19:12-24)

A righteous father may not always be able to counteract a sinful environment for his
children (Gen. 18:20; 19:30-36)

If we get too closeto sin +people may not take our warnings seriously (Gen. 19:14)
Lot stood up against sin, but it was too late for his family (Gen. 19:9)

Lot might have thought that the inhabitants of Sodom respected him, but they only
tolerated him, up to the point that he exposed their sins (Gen. 19:7-9)

Despite his shortcomings, Lot was a hospitable man (Gen. 19:1- +HE S+H
knew the city in which he lived! He was looking out for the best interests of his
IHOORZPDQ HYHQ LI VXFK ZHUH PHUH VWUDQJHU =~ 'XQ

Lot tried to protect his guests, even when in danger himself (Gen. 19:4-9).

/IRW 3KHVLWDWHG ~ *HQ :K\" 3/RW VKRZV WKDW
HQYLURQPHQW D OLWWOH ELW RI 6RGRP KDG FUHSW L
present evil woUOGYT HYHQ RQ WKRVH ZKR ORYH LW ZLWK D
shown in this last-PLQXWH VWUXJJOH«7KH ZDUQLQJ WR pUHPI
17:32) gives us reason to see ourselves potentialy in the lingering, quibbling Lot

himself, wheeling a last concession as he is dragged to safety. Not even brimstone

ZLOO PDNH D SLOJULP RI KLP" S 1RWH *RG PHUFL
(Dunagan)

Gen. 19:12-14 £ /R W T VinaR haiv themselves to be men to very little character.
S7TKH\ UHVSRQBHDQ\ ZKR XSRQ KHDULQJ RI *RGYV ILC
GHULGH WKHP YHU\ SRVVLELOLW\ RI VXFK DQ HYHQW"’
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[s3ac

Bible Characters: Lesson 7

3, VDDF" 3/DXJKWHU " *HQ
Text: Genesis 17:15-21; 18:9-15; 21:1-35:29

TKH SURPLVH WKDW EHJDQ ZLWK $EUDKDP LV QRZ FDUULI
Isaac. Though Abraham did have more than one, we must note that the first was one brought
about by human reasoning. The second, however, was brought about by the power and
faithfulness of God to fulfill His promises. And so, the focus of the book of Genesis turns now
from the life of Abraham to that of his promised son, Isaac. Unlike his father, we find Isaac
living a more stationary life, only traveling when needed, yet remaining in the land which the
Lord had promised to his father. We find that Isaac grows to be a very devout and good man,
PXFK OLNH KLV IDWKHU EXW VRPHWLPHY ULJKWHRXVQHVV L\
having two sons, Isaac and Rebecca (his first wife) each begin to favor one of the sons, a
IDYRULWLVP WKDW ZRXOG EULQJ EOLQG MXGJPHQW RQ ,VDDF
/IRUGYTYV ZLOO EH GRQH WKH \RXQJHU RI WKH WZR VRQV -DFR
become the Father of what is intended to be a great nation.

Lessons:

X Isaac was the child of promise that God promised to Abraham, through whom a great
nation would come (Gen. 17:16, 19), and through whom would come the seed by whom
al the families of the earth would be blessed (Gen. 12:3). Abraham had another son,
Ishmael, who was not promised by God, but was rather the child of a bond woman by
means of human wisdom (Gen. 16:1-12). Notice how The Holy Spirit compares these
two children in Gal. 4:21-31 to the Old and the New Covenants.

0 According to Paul, people who try to make the Old Law binding today are making
themselves sons of the bond woman (remember that her son was the fruit of
human wisdom and of servitude, not freedom).

0 But those who follow only after the law of Christ, or the New Law, these are sons
of the free woman, that is sons of promise, those who are blessed by the seed of
Abraham, who is the promised Christ (Gal. 3:15-18)

0 Whose child do you want to be, the free, or the servant?

x Gen. 26:12-16 $W WLPHVY WKH SHRSOH RI WKH ZRUOG F
people because of the blessings that God gives them. What are some of the blessing that
God gives his people today that those in the world would be jealous of ?

Jude 24;

Eph. 1:3; Rom. 15:29

John 16:33; Heb. 13:20, 21

0
0
0
o0 John 8:34-36; Gal. 5:1; 1 John. 3:3
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When the Philistines saw all the ways in which God blessed Isaac they were very

jealous of him and began to persecute him (Gen. 26:14, 15). Do we find this same

thing happening today?

o Matt.5:11

o 2Tim. 3:12

0 What are we to do when we are in the situation that Isaac was in? Matt. 5:44;
Rom. 12:14.

Gen. 26:34. Even though aman is righteous, he can still have unrighteous children. Isaac
clearly understood the importance of monogamy in marriage and to see his oldest son
have multiple wives greave him deeply. It is also possible that, like his father, |saac saw
the importance of his boys to take a wife from a family not of the land of Canaan (Gen.
24:2-8), that is, not being unequally yoked (2 Cor. 6:14).

Gen. 22:6, 9. Isaac shows great submission both to his father and to the will of God. We
know that Isaac was old enough to know how to offer a sacrifice (Gen. 22:7). We see
then that like Abraham, Isaac trusted in the Lord and was willing to submit to His will.
Arewe wiling to serve God with our lives?

Gen. 24:63. Isaac shows a characteristic that is dominant in all those who are faithful,
meditation. It is easy to go through life without taking the time to think, ponder, and
meditate on all that God has given to us and revealed to us. But it is good for us to learn
IURP ,VDDFYV H[DP-S8CMH 143%V1 Timothy 4:15).

Gen. 26:20-22. Isaac exemplifies what it is to live peaceably with all men (Rom. 12:8).
'KHQ \RX DUH L&ionvhbvidde Jou reatt ®WVill you become bitter and spiteful
toward people who treat you badly and take advantage of you, or will you put your faith
in God? How can we possibly live peaceably with people who treat us badly? Remember
who you are and where you are going (Heb. 10:32-35 + 3 qoyfully accepted the
plundering of your goods’

Gen. 26:25. In Isaac we see true devotion and desire to worship the living God. As is
FKDUDFWHULVWLF RI *RGfV IDLWKIXO IROORZHKUY ,VDDF
obligation to worship God. He rather worshiped God wherever he was calling on the

name of the Lord.

Heb. 11:20 +lsaac put hisfaith in God.

*HQ ,VDDF KDG D JUHDW UHYHUHQFH IRU *RG S3IHI
When you walk through life what do you hold as valuable? That is, when people think of

\RX ZLOO WKH\ UHPHPEHU \RX IRU \RXU IHDU DQG UHYHU
UHYHUHQG LV +LV QDPH" 3V

Gen. 26:7-10. In spite of all of his great strengths, Isaac had a few weaknesses as well.

‘H ILQG WKDW KH KDG D IHDU RI PHQ 6RPH PD\ VD\ WKDV
OLIH RUVRPHERG\ HOVHfV OLIH =~ :KDW GR ZH OHDUQ DEI
honesty in this passage? (Gen. 26:7; 31:42, 53; 1 Pet. 2:17; Rev. 21:8)

It is amazing when one sits down and compares the many similarities between the
promised son (Isaac) and the promised seed (Jesus Christ). Here are a few similarities to
ponder over.
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In 2 Chronicles chapter 2, King Solomon began making preparations to build a palace for
himself, and a temple for God. Chapter 3 opens by telling us where the temple was built,
SThen Solomondgan to build the house of therd in Jerusalem on Mount Moridh
Chronicles 3:1). Abraham was instructed to sacrifice Isaac in Moriah, and we find that Mount
Moriah is in Jerusalem. This calls to mind another sacrifice which was made in Jerusalem
roughly two thousand years later: the sacrifice of Christ.

5HPHPEHU WKDW DOWKRXJK $EUDKDP feiared to 6Bl Q VRQ Z
RQO\ VRQ 7KLV H[SUHVVLRQ HPSKDVL]HV ,VDDFfV SUHHP
through whom God would bring about His promises to Abraham, and so Isaac was the one

DQG RQO\ VRQ RI SURPLVH 1Ra& GéeRlawedthieUvord, kit He 3
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever beliavésim uld not perish, but have eternal

life ~ +HUH WKH VDPH H[SUHVVLRQ LV XVHG WR H[SUHVV -HV.
Jesus is the One through whom God ultimately fulfilled His greatest promises to Abraham

and accomplished His plan of savation for all mankind; and Jesus is the One who most

perfectly displayed the image of God in which Adam was created. So, both Jesus and Isaac

were preeminent among their respective IDWKHUVY FKLOGUHQ WR VXFK DQ
referred to as only sons.

. God had also made a point of the fact that Abraham loved Isaac. Likewise, He made a similar

SRLQW UHJDUGLQJ -HVXV DW +LV EDSWLVP 3$Q@G@hEHKROG
is My beloved Son, in whom | am welikased]~ ODWWKHZ W LV LQWHUH
specifically pointed out this fact in each case. And, it is interesting that both Matthew and

Moses included this one detail in both accounts.

. Abraham fully i nWHQGHG WR NLOO KLV VRQ DW *RGTV FRPPDQG
Isaac was as good as dead until he got to the mountain and the angel spoke from heaven,

which was on the third day from when God had issued the command. Similarly, consider the

lenggh Rl WLPH -HVXV ZDV DPRQJ WKH GHDG 3)RU , GHOLYHUF
| also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was

UDLVHG RQ WKH WKLUG GD\ DFFRUGLQJ WRsIgd Wastsb ULS W X U
good as dead until the third day, so also Christ was in the grave until the third day from His

crucifixion.

. Again, remember that Isaac bore the wood for the burnt offering. Likewise, Jesus bore the

FURVV 37KH\ WRRN -HHé&XWent WK bebriRg Rik) dtvn @dSsGo the place

FDOOHG WKH 30DFH RI 6NXOO ZKLFK LV FDOOHG LQ +HEUH
as Isaac carried the wood upon which he was to be burned, so also Jesus carried the wooden

cross upon which He was to be hung. Gen. 25:28; 26:34-27:46. Often when something in this

life brings favor to us it is hard to part with it. Such is the case with Isaac and is eldest son,

Esau. Isaac new that God intended to make of his descendants a holy nation who would walk

upright before the Lord. As we see from this text, Esau was not aman who could likely be a

IDWKHU RI WKLV W\SH RI QDWLRQ 7KRXJK (VDX EURXJKW
favorite, and as such, in his eyes was deserving of a great blessing. But if we read what God

said at their birth (Gen. 25:23) God had other plans. How often do we try to change, or

ignore the will of God because of the things that we value in our lives? It is important for us

to remember to look beyond what makes us feel good and try to make decisions, and
MXGIJPHQWY EDVHG RQ ZKDW LV ULJKW LQ WKH VLJKW RI *R
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Jacob and Esau

Bible Characters: Lesson 8

$-DFRE" 3+HHO &DWFKHU" WKH VHFRQG VRQ RI -DFRE 7KH Q
holdof hs ROGHU EURWKHUYVY KHDO ZKLOH FRPLQJ RXW RI WKH ZF

3(vDbX” 3+DLU\" 6RQ RI ,VDDF WZLQ EURWKHU RI -DFRE 7KH
covering on his body at birth. (Gen. 25:25)

Text: Genesis 25-50

Here we find the second generation after Abraham and again the promises of Abraham that have
been passed down to Isaac are now being passed down to his son, Jacob. Though Isaac had two
sons it is evident in the story that only oneis chosen by God to carry the promise of the Messiah.
7TKRXJK GHFHSWLRQ SODLG D ELJ SDUW LQ -DFREYV DWWDLQ!
LW zZzDV WR EH DW JUHDW H[SHQVH +RZHYHU WKURXJKRXYV
decelving) to be an ongoing struggle, one that was not to be mastered until later on in his life.
%9XW DV ZH UHDG RI -DFREYfYV JURZWK LQ KLV GHYRWLRQ DQ
EHFRPLQJ PRUH DQG PRUH OLNH WKDW RI KLV JUDQGIDWKHU
renames him giving him a name that should never be forgotten, one that would be the title of an
entire nation- ,VUDHO (VDXYV VWRU\ RQ WKH RWKHU KDQG LV Q
birthright, then going against the principals of his father by marrying foreign women, then
allowing the deceit of his brother to build up rage and anger and bitterness within him, indeed the
life of Esau is not one that God has chosen for his people to model after. However God has not
left Esau desolate, he is a child of Isaac after al. BuW LQ WKH HQG ZH ZLOO ILQG *I
IDLWKIXO IRU DV LW VD\V 3-DFRE , KDYH ORYHG EXW (VDX ,

Lessons:

x Gen. 25:29- I1RWLFH (VDXfV ZLOOLQJQHVV WR JLYH XS KL
morsel of food. Compare this to the attitude that Jesus had in Mathew 4.2-4. We can
VHH (VDXfV ODFN RI IDLWK LQ KLV LPSDWLHQW GHVLULI
satisfied. Esau was willing to give up his birth right (or as the scriptures states, he
SGHVSLVHG K Lfgr darhdfabdinsteddkoiputting his trust in God to take care
Rl +LP %XW DV -HVXV VDLG 30DQ VKDOO QRW OLYH E\
SURFHHGV RXW RI WKH PRXWK RI *RG ~ :KDW GR ZH YDO
VS LULW X D QobQsHiuthlésy Heré,-E3dtl is fickle, careless and in New Testament
ODQJXDJH uLPPRUDO DQG JRGOHVV™ +HE " 'XQDJ

x Gen. 26:34, 35. Here is aterrific lesson for considering our spouses wisely. Isaac new
RI WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI QRN EAHLWK WKIKQHH BXIRGOH\R | WK
he was living. This was a principle that his father Abraham instilled in him when
choosing a wife him (Gen. 24:1-9). It is possible too that they understood the
LPSRUWDQFH RI PRQRJDP\ LQ P $obWwduld fhere Bo@rorivgR (VD X T\
PXFK JULHI ,Q WKLV GHFLVLRQ ZH VHH DJDLQ (VDXTV O
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righteousness, and his desire for the things of this world. We also learn that other
people are greatly affected by our decisionsin life.

xGen. 27:5- 3:KLOH *RG GRHVQYW DSSURYH RI O\LQJ RU C
Rebekah and Jacob to have success in their plot, because it will further His purpose.
But, both Jacob and Rebekah will pay a price. Jacob, the home-body will be forced to
leeYH KRPH DQG LW DSSHDUV WKDW 5HEHNDK ZLOO QH°
Sometimes we may think we are doing the right thing, but it is important to always
consider both the nature of our actions, and the possible repercussions of them.

xlsaac placed toR PXFK LPSRUWDQFH RQ KLV SK\WWLFDO VHQV!
became his greatest weakness: his plate had long since governed his heart (25:28) and
VLOHQFHG KLV WRQJXH IRU KH ZDV SRZHUOHVYV WR UHE
(Kidner p. 156).

x Gen. 27:38. Esau finally realizes what he forfeited xbut it is too late (Heb. 12:17).
There are certain things that sorrow and remorse cannot reverse; there are times when
UHSHQWDQFH FDQfW FKDQJH WKH FLUFXPVWDKFHY 0D
like Esau, very remorseful +but to no avail. (Dunagan).

x Gen. 27:41. How often when we are wrong do we become angry and spiteful to those
ZKR SURYH XV VR" (VDX GHPRQVWUDWHYVY KLV XQILWQF
Instead of mourning over hisown IRROLVKQHVY LQ KLV PLQG HYHU\
IDXOW B5H5HPHPEHU WKDW *RGfV SHRSOH DUH WR EH KXF

X Even in these ancient days people understood the principal behind capitol punishment
and the responsibility/condemnation of aman for taking DQRWKHU PDQYV OLIH

27:41).

x Gen. 31:7. Though people deceive us and misuse us, God does not alow His people to
be hurt.

x Luke 1:26-35. Many people are familiar with the nation of Israel that came out of
Egypt, whose fathers were Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and whose mediator was Moses.
In the days that the people who were under the Law of Moses there was a physical
,VUDHO RU LQ WHUPV RI WKH SDVVDJH DW KDQG 3KRX
of Jacob no longer exists, but there is still a house of Jacob. Why? This nation of Israel
ZDV FRQVLGHUHG *RGYV KRO\ SHRSOH +LV RZQ QDWLEF
come and died on the cross, everything that the physical nation looked forward to was
fulfilled in Christ, and now there is a spiritual house of Jacob, whose mediator is
&KULVW ‘H DUH VWLOO FDOOHG WKH KRXVH RI -DFRE EI
*RG °~ VHH D OMG®RRoON BtGAL3)

xWeread in Malachi 1:2 that God loved Jacob and hated Esau. Why is this so? Jacob is
VXFK D GHFHLYHU \HW *RG SUHIHUUHG KLP RYHU (VDX
Sovereignty to choose who He wants to bless more and who He blesses less? Yet, we
DOVR NQRZ WKDW *RG GRHV QRW SUDFWLFH IDYRULWL\
not intend to suggest that God held some form of malice against Esau or that He held
KLP LQ FRQWHPSW 1HLWKHU GRHV 3-DFRE , ORYHG VX
(any more than John 3:16 means that God loves the sins of the world because He loves
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the world). God has the right to choose who He will use to accomplish His purposes

here on earth, and on one occasion He chose Jacob rather than Esau. Romans. 9:8-13
HISODLQV WKDW *RGYV FKRLFH zZzDV PDGH EHIRUH WKH)\
ZLWK WRHLBRUOIRYLO ~ EXW HYHU\WKLQJ WR GR ZLWK *R
(elect) who He would use to accomplish His purposes (cf. Rom. 9:11). Since the choice

EHLQJ GLVFXVVHG GLG QRW LQYROYH -DFRE DQG (VDX
text is not discussing their eternal salvation, only that God made a choice of one

(Jacob, along with his descendants) and not the other (Esau and his descendants) to

fulfill the divine purposes of God (Messiah, €etc).
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Joseph

Rible Characters: Lesson 9

3-RVHSK™ GOHDABIG -
Text: Gen. 30:22-24; 35:23-26; 37:1-36; 39:1-50:26

Living a life of hardship, irony, and blessings, Joseph has become one of the great examples of

what great faith looks like. As his fathers favorite son he became the object of envy and jealousy

to his brothers. He was then sold into captivity, a life which at that point in time, would seem

FUXHO DQG XQIDLU IRU D \RXQJ PDQ RI -RVHSKYfV FKDUDFWH
and His hand is not waxed short. Indeed, whenever Joseph faced trials, the Lord was there, for

where one might see doom, God had made opportunity. God was able give Joseph a life long

OHVVRQ WKDW PDQ\ SHRSOH WRGD\ QHYHU VHHP WR XQGHU\
WKRVH ZKR ORYH *RG™ 5RPVHSK{VH VIHWAKLQUELEIKWHRXVQHVYV
do the will of God that He truly loved the Lord. Having waited over twenty years after his
EURWKHUV VROG KLP LQWR VODYHU\ WR ILQDOO\ PHHW XS Z
shine forth in the lack of hatred toward his brothers. Where most people would have spent that

WLPH EXLOGLQJ XS ELWWHUQHVY KDWUHG DQG LI LQ -RVHS
to know that the past twenty years were not the work of men, but God (Gen. 50:20). Having been

MRLQHG DJDLQ ZLWK KLV IDPLO\ DQG DOORZHG WR SURVSHU
last all the way to his death, where he gives orders for his remains to be buried in the promised

Land.

Lessons:

x Gen. 37:3-11: Joseph washatedanG XQDSSUHFLDWHG E\ KLV EURWKH
people are hated and unappreciated by the world today. But we learn a lesson from
Joseph in that though the world may hate us, God is with us blessing us each step of
theway.

X Gen. 37:6-9: God causes great things to happen through ordinary men.

x Gen. 37:12-17; 37:2-11: Joseph was trustworthy. When his father sent him on an
errand he would not go home until he found his brothers when they were not where
Jacob said they would be. Joseph pursued his brothers so that he may fulfill his task.
He told the truth, even when the truth hurt, when he told his family of his dreams. See

DOVR 7P SRXW RI VHDVRQ °

x Gen. 39:2- -RVHSK GLG QRW DOORZ WKH (J\SWLDQV WR
2:12). Joseph lived godly while among strangers in a strange land with many
temptations.

X Gen. 39:4-15: Joseph did not use certain freedoms as opportunities for evil. At times
ZKHQ ZH NQRZ ZH ILQG IDYRU LQ RXU HPSOR\HUYV H\H\
duties, take more advantage of that trust. Joseph did not do this. He held his
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responsibility with great respect for God and for his employer. Children at times do
WKLV ZLWK WKHLU SDUHQWYV ZKHQ WKH\ NQRZ WKHLU ¢
they do something wrong. We need to learn the importance of not seeing how far we
FDQ JHW ZLWKRXW JHWWLQJ LQ WURXEOH 3VWUDGGOL:

Joseph did not give up when the going got tuff. He did not use hardship
3IXQIDLUQHVYVY " DV DQ H[FXVH WR VLEf-pt.WXDWLRQ HW

*HQ -RVHSK FDOOHG VLQ IRU ZKDW LwWil ZzDV 3 +
ZLFNHGQHVYV DJDLQVW P\ *RG"" +H GLG QRW WU\ WR V
did he find excuses to sin.

Gen. 39:11, 12: Joseph fled from sinjust asweareto 3 1OHH ITURP \RXWKIXO OX\
temptation God always provides a way for escape, we need to do like Joseph and take
it (1 Cor. 10:13).

Gen. 39:19, 20: Joseph stood up for righteousness, though he was persecuted for it
without cause (thrown in prison for no wrong).

$00 FDQ EH ORVW RU ZRQ LQ D PRPHQW -RVHSK ZL
household, but by that evening he was in prison. We never know what will happen to
us, nor when. All we know is that like Joseph, we must trust in God.

Joseph kept his faith and his integrity, even when he was away from home.

Gen. 40:1-9; 41:14-16: Joseph was humble. He did not take credit for God allowing
him to interpret dreams.

*HQ -RVHSKfV UHVSHFW IRU KLV SRVLWLRQ ZDV Q
out of his fear of God. We should not be discouraged from respecting out teachers,

leaders, and authorities just because other people look down on it as accuse us of
SVXFNLQJ XS KH IRXQG IDYRU LQ 3RWLSKDUTfV VLJKW

Gen. 37:12-36; 45:1-15; 50:15-21: Joseph did not use power and opportunity to take
revenge on his brothers. Instead he acted in love.

Gen. 49:22-26; Deut. 33:13-17: Goodness is seen and blessed by God.

Gen. 50:24-26; Heb. 11:22: Even in death Joseph showed his faith in God and in His
promises

Gen.5 S3HRSOH WUHDW XV EDGO\ SHUVHFXWH XV DQG
ZK\ %XW ZH PXVW DOzZD\V UHPHPEHU 5RP 3$00 W
JRRG RI WKHP WKDW ORYH WKH /RUG °~ -RVHSK NQHZ W
why hedidnot  RVH KLV IDLWK WKURXJK DOO RI KLV KDUGYV
PHDQW LW IRU HYLO EXW WKH /RUG PHDQW LW IRU JREK

God took care of Joseph without forcing other people to change.

‘H FDQ VHH *RGYfV SURYLGHQWLDO ZRUNLQ@EHKLQG W
do things against their will.

There is agood possibility that Egypt would have perished if Joseph had not suffered
and been sent into Egypt.
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Moses - 1

Bible Characters: Lesson 10

SORVHV™ 3'UDZQ RXW "~ 2ERUQ" 7KH ,QWlBped@DWLRQDO 6WDQGL

As one baby in a land that has come to despise new born boys of his generation, Moses was

born. To some Moses may have seemed to be an ordinary child, but to his parents and to God

Moses was not so ordinary. Being saved by the great faith of his parents and the hand of the

/IRUG WKLV VSHFLDO FKLOG ZHQW IURP OLYLQJ ZLWK WKH
daughter where he would grow to be mighty in the wisdom and knowledge of Egypt. But Moses

was not one to let this all go to his head, for he was found faithful both to his own people and to

God. This man, once a child with almost no hope, becomes one of the greatest men in the history

RI *RGfY SHRSOH +H EHFRPHV WKH GHOLYHUHU RI *RGYfV SH
up until Christ. Through the story of Moses we see him overcoming fears, fighting against the
VWXEERUQ ZLOO RI WKH SHRSOH RI ,VUDHO DQG VWUXJJOLQ
of Moses has its ups and downs (like all people of God) there is much we can learn from him

both in matters of faith, and of righteousness.

Text: Exodus 1-18
Lessons:

X Ex. 2:1-7; Heb. 11:24: Moses was saved by his parents because they had faith and
ZHUH QRW DIUDLG RI SKDUDRKYV FRPPDQG :KHQ SHRS
us to do ungodly things do we hold strong to our faith?

X Ex. 2:11; Heb. 11:24: Moses valued God and His people greater than he valued all the
riches of Egypt. He did not allow worldly things to draw him away from God. He was
not selfish in that, though he had opportunity to be wealthy beyond measure, he chose
instead to be counted equal with his brethren. We see this same characteristic in
*RGYV SHRSOH LQ $FWYV

X Ex. 210; Acts 7:21, 22: Moses did not alow human wisdom and philosophy to
corrupt the smpletUXWK RI *RGTV ZRUG +H ZDV 3OHDUQHG LC
(J\SWLDQV °~ UHPHPEHU WKDW WKH (J\SWLDQV KDG D
QDWXUH \HW ORVHV ZURWH WKH ILUVW ILYH ERRNV RI
it is good to remember this and to test al things to see if it is human wisdom, or
*RGYV ZLVGRP 7LP

X Heb. 11:24- 3%\ IDLWK ORVHV«HVWHHPLQJ WKH UHSURDF
WKDQ WKH WUHDVXUH RI (J\SW ~ ORVHV GLG QRW FOLQ
blessingsol (J\SW EHFDXVH KH VDZ WKH SUHSURDFK” Rl &KU
that. This is a good lesson to keep in mind when we are forced to move from one
home to another, when forced to take sides on an issue, or just stand up for the truth.

In all things that we do, we need to look to the reward we have in Christ and view it
as more important than anything else in life (Phil. 3:8).
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Heb. 11:27: Like his parents Moses did not fear any man over God. Not even
Pharaoh, who at that time would have been one of the most powerful men in the
world. Rather, he feared God and obeyed His will at all costs (Eccl. 12:13, 14; Deut.
6:2; Deut. 10:12).

Ex. 2:23-25; 3:7. God does not leave His people desolate, nor does He forget them.
$W WLPHV *RGTV SHRS Offér, Bvien\ wihdut Fedd<e (1ké Ghriah)Rbuy X
we must have faith that God is not far away. Knowing this, we will be better equipped

to endure the hardships of this life because like Moses, we can look forward to our
UHZDUG LQ KHDYHQ *RG 3NQRZV RXU VRUURZV ~

Ex. 3:1-6: Moses, though curious, did not disrespect God, but rather feared God and

treated Him with reverence when in His presence. Every time we read a passage from

the scriptures we are reading the word of God, the same word that was spoken to man

many \HDUV DJR W ZRXOG EH ZLVH WR IROORZ DIWHU 0
drawing near to Him and while reading or hearing His spoken word. (Eccl. 5:1)

([ I1RWLFH ORVHVY FDUHIXOQHVYV ZKHQ OHD
He made sure that He would speak to the people exactly as God would want him to.
We too need to be as cautious when speaking the word of God, for we are to speak as

the Oracles of God.(1 Peter 4:11)

Ex. 4:10-17: Though Moses was meek (which we find to be a good characteristic
[Matt. 5]), we find that God expects a certain level of faith to be found in those who
SURFODLP +LV ZRUG :H OHDUQ D JRRG OHVVRQ IURP W
VSHDNLQJ +LV ZRUGYV WR RWKHUV ZH GR QRW QHHG WR
willing to speak the word of God with boldness. God does not look lightly on the
cowardly as we see with his reaction to Moses in verse 14. Also in Revelation 21:8
the cowardly are listed with the most dominant sinners. Like Jesus, we must be
willing,and DEOH WR VSHDN *RGfV ZRUG ZLWK ZKDW LW LV

Ex. 4:24-26: Even the great Moses fell short on some points of obedience. For the
command of God was to circumcise each male child of the lineage of Abraham on the
eight day (Gen. 17:10-14), a task that Moses passed over. Let us learn from this that
God expects his people to do exactly as He commands us, and He does not play
favorites. Even the greatest of men are to keep the smallest of commands. (Numbers
20:1ff)

Ex. 7:1, 2: It is interesting to note WKDW *RG VDLG WKDW ORVHV ZRX(
SKDUDRK WR ZKRP ORVHV ZRXOG VSHDN 3WKH ZRUG R
important points we must learn in reading and obeying the commands written in the

Bible. This same principal that applied to Moses applied to all the apostles and

prophets in the New Testament who spoke the word of God as Moses did. That word,

though spoken by men, is from God and therefore is just as authoritative as if God

was speaking to us face to face.

Ex. 14:12-15: When times seem to be hard and we become afraid of dangers around
us, where do you put your faith? Israel had no faith under these circumstances (vs.
12), but Moses is confident with faith (vs. 13, 14).
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Moses - 2

Bible Characters: Lesson 11

Text: Exodus 18-40

Having successfully delivered Israel out of the bondage of the Egyptians by the mighty hand of

God, Moses has now become deliverer, law giver, and judge. One cannot help but notice the

JUHDW VLPLODULWLHY WKDW ORVHVY SRVLWNVRJ \DPRCR] ¥R RIX
GHOLYHUHU ODZ JLYHU DQG MXGJH ORVHVY SRVLWLRQ L
obligations and dangers. Like most who preach the truth, Moses was ridiculed by the people to

whom he preached. There were those who became jealous of his position seeking power and

honor for themselves. But through it all Moses did not become puffed up, nor did he become

proud. Moses was one that held his responsibility with great respect, humility and meekness. At

one point did Moses show a hint of arrogance, but at the rebuke of the Lord we find a quick end

to that. As an example and a pattern for us, Moses led a life faithful to God. Though he was not

allowed to enter into the Promised Land because of his moment of weakness (Numbers 20:8-12),

Moses remained faithful to the end. He was aman of God; he was the friend of God.

Lessons:

X EXx. 7:20; 8:17; Num. 20:11: Notice a pattern that Moses followed with smiting the object
from which God would bring forth the miracle. It is interesting to note that in the first two
passages God commanded Moses to strike these objects, but in the third (Num. 20:11)
God did not command Moses to strike the rock. Notice also how Moses takes credit for
the miracle, instead of giving God the glory. Here we have two seemingly small actions,
but to God they are great acts of disobedience. One, Moses went beyond the word of the
Lord, and two, he did not give God the glory.

X EX. 24:12; Deut. 4:44; 31:9, 24-27; John. 1:17: Moses was law giver. Just as Jesus gives
us the Law of the Lord, Moses gave the Israglites the law of the Lord. Many people have
used this as an excuse to continue to follow the Law of Moses. In light of such a belief,
we must consider carefully John. 1:17 and what that means for us in reference to the Law
of Moses verses the Law of Christ (Eph. 2:14-16; Gal. 3:10-14).

X EX. 25:40; Ex. 39:42, 43; 40:16; Num. 15:32-36: Not only does the life of Moses show us
how we are to respect our law giver, but He aso shows us how we are to respect the law
itself. This is a good one for both young people and for parents. Though Moses was the
OobZ JLYHU IRU ,VUDHO KH VWLOO GLG :DOO WKDW WKH
Law giver, and alaw follower.

X Deut. 18:15-22; John 1:45; Luke 24:27: There are those today who do not believe that the
Christ has come and that we are still under the Law of Moses. Though Moses was a
prophet and a law giver, he was not jealous, nor was he greedy of his position, but he
looked forward to a greater prophet and law giver who would take his place (Heb. 11:23).
This prophet the Moses prophesied of is Christ (Acts 3:22-26). It is a wonder that those
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people who claim to follow the Law of Moses are breaking the Law of Moses by not
obeying the words of Christ, who is this exalted prophet, and Son of God.

Num. 11:10-15: Even the great Moses was willing to lean on the Lord for help in leading
the people. This should be the pattern for all those who hold responsibility. We cannot do
LW DORQH ZH QHHG WKH /RUGYTV KHOS

Num. 11:1-10, 16-20: God does not take lightly to complaining. Many people are hungry,

or do not have everything that they would like to have. But we ought never to consider
DEDQGRQLQJ WKH /RUG EHFDXVH ZH WKLQN ZH GRQTW KI
knows our state; He has not left us deserted. Therefore beware if you get the urge to

complain about what the Lord has given you, you may be sorry (1 Cor. 10:10).

Num. 11:31-34: So many people leave their brains at home and think only with their
stomach. Remember that this was one of the weaknesses of Isaac. This is also a weakness
that we ought to watch out for. When we let our stomach control our actions, we can no
longer reason in our minds as afaithful servant of God.

Num. 11:18-23: Sometimes God tells us to do things or He says things will happen that

are hard for us to understand. People often make the mistake of questioning God just

because they cannot yet see the reasoning behind his judgments. A good habit to get in is

ROQH RI WUXVWLQJ FRPSOHWHO\ I LHYRGKW IRBEBILV HWO Q(
shortened.

1XP 2IWHQ ZKHQ ZH GR QRW OLNH WKH GHFLVLRQV R
XS GLUW RQ WKHP =~ ,Q WKH HDUO\ TV 3UHVLGHQW 5F
DQG QHZV SDSBPBUYJIHBXAQ GLYDLDRMWULHG WNKAHLQIK@PRD G LC
being puffed up at the authority at which Moses held. We see here that the Lord does not

look lightly at those who would stoop to such alevel. As an example to al God was as a

)DWKHU WR OLULDP IDKR *WSRWRQ/BHDN EHFDXVH RI WKFE
which she acted (cf. Vs. 10, 14, 15). Let us not act in this manner.

Num. 13-14: A lack of faith is one prominent characteristic we see in the nation of Isragl.

Second is an abundance of disobedience. In these two chapters we see the fruits of both.

In chapter thirteen God sends in spies to the land of Canaan so0 that they may see how

great the land is that they are about to take. But the majority of the spies that go into that

land let their lack of faith rule their hearts and their actions. In doing so they were as
SOHDYHQ" WR WKH UHVW RI WKH SHRSOH LQ WKDW WKH\
people. Because of their disbelief God punishes the people by sentencing them to 40

years of wondering in the wilderness (14:26-35). Torn between their lack of faith and the

IHDU RI *RGfV SXQLVKPHQW WKH SHRSOH DUH RQFH D
disobedient child who tries to do what they are told after they hear what their punishment

will be, so Israel was. This passage proves to be a great help in understanding Hebrews

12 and Prov. 3:11- ,VUDHO *IDLQWHG"™ DW WKH FKDVWHQLQJ RI
rebellion.

Num. 21:4-9: At times God commands His people to do things that may not make too
much sense to them. We must redlize that the only people who are going to be saved by
*RGYVY FRPPDQGYVY DUH WKRVH ZKR DUH ZLOOLQJ WR GR V
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may make to us. This is a good lesson to consider when thinking about and discussing
baptism.
Deut. 4:1- KHQ SUHDFKLQJ DQG WHDFKLQJ *RGYV ZRUG ZH

just telling people what the bible says. Likes Moses, we need to command obedience to
what God says as well.

Deut. 6:1-9: The word of God is not something that should be taken lightly. It is what we
live by, it iswhat saves us. It is what should be on our minds at all times.

Deut. 11; 30:11-15: God rewards all people. But it is up to us to decide which reward we
want depending on what we do with His word.
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Joshu3

Bible Characters: Lesson 12

3-RVKXD" 3-RVKXD«ZDV FDh&eH@GVBOKDWILBRBRYO\1XP ORVH
GLYLQH QDPH Dyehast ORGP ROPMYWUHQGHUHG LQ (QJ p-RVKXE

Text: Numbers 13-14; Joshua
-RVKXDYV %D¥ WBIR 24Q3532:17-18; 33:11; Num. 13:8, 16

,Q VKRUW -RVKXDYfV OLIH FDQ EH GHVFULEHG DV RQH RI FR
ORVHVY VXFFHVVRU -RVKXD KDG QR VPDOO UHVSRQVLELOLW\
faithful servants always do, Joshua rose to the occasion and served God faithfully unto his death.
TKURXJKRXW -RVKXDYfV OLIH ZH VHH ZKDW LW PHDQV WR EH E
Moses), and we see how that humility transitions in to great leadership. This is an account that

many would do well to look back upon and learn what real leadership is. Joshua feared no one

but God, never doubting, never flinching; Joshua stood firm under the mighty hand of God.

Lessons

X Ex. 17:8-14: Joshua did as he was commanded even though it may have not made very
much sense at that time. He was willing to fight Amaleck knowing that the Lord would
be with him, but who would have thought that all Moses had to do was to hold his hands
up in the air in order for the battle to be won by Joshua? But as we see in the actions of
$DURQ DQG +XU DV WKH\ KHOG ORVHVY KDQGV LQ WKH D
would without a doubt win the battle.

X Ex. 24:13; 33:11: Even when all of Israel was too afraid to have the Lord speak directly

to them (Ex. 20:18- -RVKXDYfV IDLWK zZDV QRW VR ZHDN $V OR\
willing to stand by his side as he went up and came down from the Mountain.
X Num. 13:30- 2QFH DJDLQ -RVKXDYV IDLWK VWDQGYV RXW D

he and Caleb are the only ones who put their faith in the power of the Lord. The faith of
the other spies wavered so greatly that they were willing to lie about what they had seen
and feared it. Joshua was not so weak. He was willing to speak the truth and to keep his
faith, even when in danger of being stoned for it. Are we as willing to stand for the truth?

X Josh. 1:1-10: The Lord did not have to tell Joshua something twice before the believed it.
How often when we are given a task or a responsibility of some sort do we have to be
UHPLQGHG WR JHW WKH MRE GRQH" $IWHU ORVHVY GHDW
WKDW -RVKXD ZHQW VWUDLW XS DQG 3FRPPDQGHG WKH |
JUHDW L O OAvdwhdbevet yo@dao Rib)it hedyt as to the Lord and not to men,
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve
the Lord Christ &R O
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Deut. 1:37, 38; 3:28: Training people to be servants of God is not just rebuking and

chastening, but encouragement, nurturing, patience and instruction as well. This is the

W\SH RI WUDLQLQJ WKDW ORVHV JUJDYH -RVKXD WKLV LV
people need.

Num. 27:12- %HFDXVH RI -RVKXDYfV IDLWK GHYRMW#&RQ DQG
FKRVHQ E\ *RG WR EH ORVHVY VXFFHVVRU :KHQ WKH WLP
you to do Hiswork, or even to lead His people?

Josh. 7:6-9: Though he was a great leader, Joshua was not too proud to humble himself
before the Lord to ask for help. Is God the first one we turn to for help when we are in
need of it?

Deut. 34:9; Josh. 4:14; 24:31: Joshua was able to gain the confidence and support of the

people of Isragl. We must note though that he did not have to seek the pleasure of men in

order WR GR VR $V D OHDGHU WR *RGTV SHRSOH -RVKXD ZD
wisdom. Let this be alesson for us as we go through life. Whether we are in a position of

leadership, or just simply an average Joe, we must be strong in the Lord if we are to be

exalted by Him (Josh. 4:14).

Josh. 1:2-9; 5:13; 24:14-15: If it is one thing that stands out in the life of Joshua, it is
SVXFFHVV® OLQNHG ZLWK FRXUDJH DQG REHGLHQFH :KF
thought of doing and saying what Joshua did in order to provoke Isragl to obedience,

Joshua feared only God and did all that was commanded of him, and nothing less. What

kind of courage do we have?

Josh. 23; 24:16-25: Joshua challenged the people to greater faithfulness. What does this
saystothemRGHUQ SKLORVRSK\ RI 3 SROLWLFDO FRUUHFWQH\
courteous to other people, but when the commands of the Lord must be met and people

need to be challenged to meet them, it is time to set our personal feelings aside and

submit to the Lord. Joshua understood this and he did not worry about hurting the
SHRSOHfV IHHOLQJV 37KH /RUGYV ZLOO EH GRQH = +LV
feelings.

God blesses those who are faithful (as He did Joshua)

3S2EHGLHQW IDLWK L \ter Deadiriy YasiQa) 1:10, Litviskperfechly clear what
Joshua had to do, but God would not have blessed him unless he did exactly what was
commanded him.

*RGTV OHDGHUYVY DUH WR WUXVW LQ WKH /RUG

*RGYVY OHDGHUVY DUH WR EH UHVSHFWHH®UBRWKR DPRGJ
people). 1 Peter. 2:13; Tit. 3:1, 2; Col. 1:16-18

Faith isthe victory.
Josh 9: Be careful with whom you make a covenant with. They might be your enemy.

Josh. 10:8-27: Joshua understood, and had faith in the great power of God to do al
things.
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X An interesting point to keep in mind concerning Jericho is that its destruction can be used
as aproof of the divine nature of the bible.

o 33UFKDHRORJLVWY DOVR GHWHUPLQHG WKDW WKH ZDC
broken by some kind of battering ram, they fell down Here, of course, is a part of the
scriptural account with which many are familiar: "And it happened when the people
heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the
wall fell down flat."(Joshua 6:20)

o Finally, after destroying the city with the sword, the Israelites burned the city and all
that was in it with fire (6:24). This again is consistent with the archaeologists
findings which indicate that after the walls fell down, the city was burned.

0 So then, we see that in point after point, the archaeology of the city of Jericho agrees
SHUIHFWO\ ZLWK VFULSWXUH ~ %LEOLFDO $UFKHRORJ\

29



Gideon

Bible Characters: Lesson 13

3*LGHR@ FXWWLQJ GRZQ™ 3JUHDW ZDUULRU’
S-HUXEEDHDMO %BDO SOHDG™ -XGJHV
Text: Judges 6-8

20H RI WKH PRUH SRSXODU -XGJHV LQ ,VUDHOYV KLVWRU\ *L
RI *RGYVY SHRSOH IURP WKH OLGLDQLWHY 7KRXJK KH ZDV WL
increase more and more as he observes the power of God at work. Having his faith built up

Gideon boldly caries out the commands of God. Even when faced with opposition from his

brethren Gideon isfirm and confident that he is doing the work of God. He does not waver under

this opposition. As his task of delivering Israel from their enemies draws to an end however we

see this strong faith in God begin to waver. Like many before and after him, Gideon allowed
SK\VLFDO REMHFWYV LQWHUIHUH ZLMifi€diais\o & end Ris\elide®® WR *RG
that it is not a pleasant ending. The people are again drawn away from the Lord, and one of
*LGHRQYVY RZQ VRQV VWHSYVY LQWR WKH SLFWXUH DWWHPSWL
Gideon was so adamantly against. In spites of his downfals, however, there are many valuable

lessons to be learned from the life of Gideon.

Lessons:

X Judges 6:14-16; 7:7-25: God does great things with seemingly small means. Time and time
again God has commanded men to do things that, according to the wisdom of men, would
be equivalent to suicide. The story of Gideon is one such incident. God has chosen 300
men (7:7) whom He would send into the midst of an army consisting of over 135,000 men
(7:12; 8:12). Some might expect Gideon and his three hundred men to react as the spies did
in Numbers 13- %XW *LGHRQTV ID LK EvewiRtReGniddt of Rinlikely
odds (4500 to 1). Will our faith hold firm when we are expected to do things that might
seem hard for us? (6:16 +the Lord iswith us).

X Judges 6:12-14: There are times when the people of God feel a sense of despair, almost as
if God had deserted them. We see this feeling in Gideon. Though it is not wrong to have
WKLV IHHOLQJ ZH VKRXOG QHYHU tf¥ldur&xrito fulawas DDLU DV
IURP *RG DV -REfV ZLIH RSWHG WR GR /HW XV UDWKHU
and trust in Him (Rom. 8:28; Heb. 12).

X Judges 6:25-28: It is not enough that we just remove our sins and our worldly practices
when we repent, God expects us to replace the evil with the godly (Matt. 12:43; 2 Peter.
2:18-22). Once we remove the bad, if we do not replace it with good, then the bad will
come back worse than it was before (Matt. 12:43-45).




Judges 6:28-32: When we see other people doing the right things do we stand up with them
in their righteousness, or are we among the wicked who would rather ridicule and
persecute them?

Judges 6:27: There are times that we are afraid of men when we are expected to obey the
commands of the Lord. Some people are not baptized because they fear their parents or
their friends. Some people sin while on the job because they would rather sin than get
fired. Others keep quiet when something must be said about the evil practices of others.
Are you among those who let fear keep you from obeying God, or do you find ways to
over come your fear in order to obey the commands of the Lord?

Judges 6:36- 6RPH VHH WKLV SDVVDJH DV *LGHRQ 3SWHVWLQJ
LV QRW WKH Jedistabikdd @kien tahist@®I Wy Satan in Matthew chapter 4. It is

wrong to purposefully put God in a situation in order to see if He will prove Himself to be

true. However it is not wrong to test what is spoken to usto seeif it istruly from God (Gal.

1:8, 9; 1John 4:1; Acts 17:10, 11).

Gideon did exactly as God commanded him to do both with choosing his army and with
HIHFXWLQJ +LV DWWDFN ,Q WKLV ZH FDQ VHH WKH VXFFH
exactly as He gives them.

Judges 7:9-15: God never leaves us without the hope of areward.

Judges 8:1-3: There are those who will be angry at us, even when we do what is right. This

LV ZK\ ZH PXVW DOzZD\V EH UHDG\ WR JLYH D GHIHQVH IR
(vs. 2, 3) we must understand why we do what we do and be able to answer people who
TXHVWLRQ ZKDW ZH GR &RO 3HW ‘H FDQ DOVR
word to give an answer for what we do.

Judges 8:4-17: How charitable are we when others ask us for help? This is one of those
VWRULHYVY WKDW ZH VHH WKH YDOXH RI 3GRLQJ XQWR RWK
We aso see the penalty for allowing our fear to get in the way of doing what is right (Jas.

4:17; Heb. 13:2).

Judges 8:24-27: Here we find asituationwhHUH *RG KDG QRW FRPPDQGHG W
or image be made, and where the people put more value in the image than in the power that

delivered them from the Midianites. We need to be careful when start putting great value in

physical things or they will become stumbling blocks to us. We must always remember

that God has all power and that the physical things of this life(crosses, statues, pictures,

etc.) will, in the end, be burned up by that power.
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5amson
Bible Characters: Lesson 14

36DPVRQ"~ 3 'UWKRMHLE IXWURQJ’
Text: Judges 13-16

7KH VWRU\ RI 6DPVRQ LV DQ LQWHUHVWLQJ RQH 6LPLODU V
SDUHQWYV RI 6DPVRQ ZKR ZHUH QRW DEOH WR KDYH FKLOG!
specific reason and a specific purpose Samson grew to be a man of great strength by the power

Rl *RG 7KRXJK 6DPVRQYV OLIH WDNHYV VHYHUDO WXUQV IRU \
that in every situation God is able to use Samson to carry out his will; that is, to deliver the

Israelites from the hands of the Philistines. We see Samson struggling with his own weaknesses

and at times he lives to regret his actions. Unlike many people, Samson was able to use the

chastening of the Lord as discipline, rather than reason for anger against God (Heb. 12). At the

HQG RI 6DPVRQTV OLIH KH LV KXPEOHG DQG KXPLOLDWHG %\
cannot get through this life relying only on his own strength; he must rely on the Lord. 2. God

has no use for arrogance, but desire that men be humble before him. It is comforting to know that
6DPVRQTV IDLWK GLG QRW OHW KLP GRZQ :KHUH PDQ\ ZRXOC(
situation (when he was in bondage to the Philistines), Samson kept his faith and was added to

*RGTV O thWuiheRds inbiebrews 11.

Lessons:

X Judges 13:1-5: God had a specific plan and a specific purpose for Samson. It is
interesting to note that because of this Samson was expected to live a specific manner
of life. Christians need to realize that they are in the same situation as Samson was.
When we are born again into Christ we are born for a specific reason and into a
VSHFLILF PDQQHU RI OLIH -XVW DV WKH 31D]JLULWH"  ZI
undefiled (Leviticus 11) Christians are expected to do the same. It is not a burden for
XV WR NHHS RXUVHOYHYV 3PHHW IRU WKH ODVWHUTYfV XVI

X -XGJHV 6DPVRQ zDV D 1D]JLULWH VHW DVLGH IRU W
ZKR DUH LQ WKH FKXUFK WRIGH\/PWEHIVVKEBD UZWHCI Y |
sanctified, made holy (1 Cor. 6:10, 11; Eph. 1:4; 2 Cor. 6:16-18). Let us learn to keep
RXU 3YRZ WR IROORZ WKH /RUG DQG NHHS RXU VHOYH\

X Judges 13:8: Manoah prayed to God that He would teach them what they should do.
Are we doing the same?

X Judges 13:8, 9: God is listening to our prayers, if we ask in faith (1 John 5:14).

X -XGJHV 6DPVRQTVY IDWKHU ODQRDK VKRZV XV
(Heb. 13:2). We too should learn to not be begrudging with our hospitality and
generosity towards others (Heb. 13:16).
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Judges 13:19-23; Gen. 32:30; Judges 6:22, 23: To see an angel of the Lord face to
face is not a matter to be taken lightly. Only those who show true reverence and
respect to the Lord and to His messengers may see His face and live. We know that
God does not appear to us in this manner today, nonetheless, our awe, reverence and
respect for God should not be any less than those who have seen His angels face to
face (Lev. 10:3).

Judges 13:24, 25: The Lord blesses those who do exactly as He commands.

Judges 14:1-4: Sometimes God brings about circumstances that we may not see as
good or useful, but we must always remember that God is in control. God is able to
use al circumstances to bring about His will, whether negative or positive.

Judges 14:5-9; Lev. 11:24-28: At times Samson shows a sense of looseness when it

FRPHVY WR IROORZLQJ *RGYfV ODZV /DWHU RQ ZH ILQG
(Judges. 16:4-24). We must remember that the commands of God are not to be taken

lightly. Though Samson sinned in this way one must not over look the fact that he

learned from his mistakes, was humbled, and repented of his sins (Judges 16:28-30).

Sin is not without consequence.

Judges 14:12-18; 16:15-21: Men have many weaknesses and are enticed by many

things. Some men are enticed by food (like Isaac in Gen. 27) some by the beauty of a

woman (Judah in Gen. 38). In Samson we find both alack of patience and endurance,

and weakness when it comes to the enticements of a woman. We need to learn what

our weaknesses are and strive to overcome them. Satan takes every advantage he can

JHW WR FDXVH XV WR VWXPEOH &R U MXVW DV W
to him. We must be ready.

From the two passages above we also see the importance of not being unequally

yoked (2 Cor. 6:14). Beauty can be good, but we must aways remember that the
VFKHPHY RI D SHUVRQYY KHDUW DUH RIWHQ KLGGHQ
consider this when choosing who we are going to trust and who we will eventually

marry.

Judges 14:12-20: It is no wonder gambling is asin.

Judges 15:1-17: Some may be tempted to use this passage as an excuse to take

revenge on their enemies. Before we can draw a conclusion on this matter however

one must remember that Samson was chosen by God be a Judge for Israel (Judges

13:5). As ajudge hisjob was to deliver Israel from the hands of their enemies (Judges

2:16). During the time of Samson the enemies that were against Israel were the

Philistines. Thus, this VR FDOOHG 3UHYHQJH™ WKDW 6DPVRQ LV \
is not hisown, but it is the will of God in order to deliver Israel from the hands of the
SKLOLVWLQHYV 7KLV SDVVDJH GRHV Q BMOVER@MGBGKROQH UHY
avenge yoursesfHV EXW UDWKHU JLYH SODFH WR ZUDWK IR
OLQH , ZLOO UHSDV\ '5\RP\V WKHE&6BBSVRQ ZDV VHW DVLC
/IRUGTY YHQJHDQFH XSRQ WKH 3KLOLVWLQHV 7RGD\ Yt
isour judge, not us (2 Thess. 1:3-8; Heb. 10:30).




X Judges 15:7-15: We need to examine ourselves against the word of God to make sure
that we are not struggling against those who are actually doing the will of the Lord.
Many times people get angry at preachers who preach against immodesty, dancing,
drinking, marriage divorce and remarriage, saying that they are being destructive in
the church. Remember that the children of Judah in this passage were angry with
Samson because they thought that he was being destructive to their people, when in
reality he was carrying out the will of God. Whose will are we struggling to fulfill?

X Judges 15:18, 19: At times when we are in need of physical nourishment or care we
tend to get upset at God and accuse Him of not taking care of us. We see Sampson
doing this in this passage. It is good to notice however that though man acts
irrationally at times, God is patient with us and does not fail to take care of us. This
passage however does not give us theright to be angry at God, no matter how bad our
condition, God is never in the wrong (Jonah 4:6-10).




Ruth and Boaz

Bible Characters: Lesson 15

35 XWK”™ 3)ULHQGVKLS”
3%RD]" 36WUHQJWK LV LQ KLP”~
Text: The Book of Ruth

When we read the story of Ruth we read of a woman full of devotion, and loyalty. For
Christians who are converted and begin to live a life faithful to God, Ruth is an example that we
should ponder every day. Not only was she willing to give up her former life, leave her family
and those things that were most familiar to her, but she was willing to live her life in away that
glorified God in all that she did. As alight shining in Bethlehem this poor woman became known
by al the people in that town as a virtuous and honorable woman (Ruth 3:11). Just as in the
stories of Josephand AbUDKDP 5XWKfJV JRGOLQHVV EURXJKW KHU JUHD\
God blesses those who put others before their own lives. God brings honor to those who give
honor to others. When we read the beatitudes in Matthew chapter 5, we read of the character of
Ruth.

Lessons:

x Ruth isaforeigner who found the true God.
x Consider the importance the God placed upon a single Moabite woman.

X Ruth 1. One must never underestimate the power of relationships to turn people to the
Lord. If we live godly in this present age among men our own lives can be one of the
greatest tools we can use to bring people to God. (1 Thessalonians 1.6-8)

x Ruth 2:2, 17, 18: We must be willing to work, not only to take care of ourselves, but to
take care of others aswell.

x Ruth2:4:Sucha JUHHWLQJ VKRXOG QRW EH XQFRPPRQ DPRQJ *F
in God and asincere love for the brethren (1 Peter 1:22) then our greeting of our brethren
ZLOO EH DV %RD]JYV ZDV WRZDUG KLV ZRUNHUYV TKHVYV
14).

X Ruth 2:8, 9: Whether men are rich or poor we should aways be willing to help them to
the best of our ability, without being judgmental of their physical conditions. Christ died
for us on the cross, the least we could do is show kindness and impartiality toward others,
especial to those who are our brethren.

X Ruth 2:10: When others show kindness to us we need to be humble and grateful for their
kindness.

X Ruth 2:12: Indeed the Lord does reward those who are wiling to come under His wing
(Ps. 36:7-9; Ps. 61:4, 5)




Ruth 2:14-16: Boaz shows us what it is to be generous toward others. Many people are
content to give as little as possible to aid their brethren and none at al if they can keep
from it. But when we put on Christ, it is to put on great generosity, for Christ gave His
life. How much are we willing to give? (2 Cor. 9:6-9)

Ruth 2:14, 18: It is always good to think of how we can help others when we are blessed.

Ruth 3:1- W LV LQ KXPDQ QDWXUH WR 2FOHDQ XS DQG WI
presenting ourselves before people as a sign of respect. We do this with weddings,
IXQHUDOV DQG RWKHU VXFK 3IRUPDO” HYHQWYV *RG LV :
all of glorious things on this earth. Ruth put on her best garments in order to impress

Boaz. How much more important is it that we have respect and a desire to impress the

Lord God?

Ruth 3:5-11: Good things come to those who seek after goodness and righteousness
rather than the physical pleasures of thisworld (vs. 10).

Ruth 3:11: Even people as lowly as a servant can have a great reputation among the
people. We must never underestimate the influence we have on other people, whether we
are great or small.

Ruth 3:12-18; 4:1-12: There are times that we would like to have something, but are not
quite sure if we will get it. Most people are willing to lie and scheme deceptions in order
to have what they want, but Boaz was not so. He wanted Ruth very much, but he knew
that there was another man that had priority to take her in if that man so desired. Boaz did
not lie, nor did he concea the matter. As we al should do, he honorably addressed the
matter just as God had commanded in the law of God. His honesty and righteousness paid
off (4:10-12).

Ruth 4:13-22: It is amazing how God can use such a great turn of events to do great
things for the world. Ruth, though humble and insignificant in her own eyes went from
being a daughter in the land of the Moabites, to being a daughter in Jerusalem, to being
the ancestor of the Savior of the world (Ruth 4:17; Luke 3:23-32).
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Hannah and Eli

Bible Characters: Lesson 16

3+DQQDK” 3*UDFH~
3(OL" 37KH /RUG LV XSOLIWLQJ’
Text: 1 Samuel 1-4:18

There is much to learn in the lives of Hannah and Eli, though their story is short. There is seen in
Hannah the benefit of having faith in God and having patience when under persecution from
others. From Eli we see the importance of not becoming lax in our service toward God, and in
our hunger and thirst for righteousness. Our own devotion should be spent not only serving the
Lord, but teaching others to do the same. As the story goes, the interaction between Hanna and
Eli, and the awesome grace and mercy of God, bring about a man of God who will grow to be
mighty in word and in deed +The Prophet Samuel.

Lessons:

x 1 Sam. 1.1, 2, 6: We see yet another example of why God does not allow polygamy.
Hannah and Peninnah were rivals, and domestic discontent reigned in the house of
Elkanah.

x 1 Sam. 2:2: Consider Hannah's praise of God: "No one is holy like the Lord, for there is

none besides YiQ nor is there any rock like our GodApply this truth concerning God
to the many sins that men justify today using situation ethics. If God is such a great rock
(which He is) why would He allow men to lie in one circumstance, but not lie in a
different circumstance? Why would God allow a man to commit fornication in one
circumstance, but not in different circumstance? What about stealing if we are starving?
God is an immovable rock that does not change with circumstance, but when we justify
our sin because of the circumstances we are in, then He is no longer our rock.

x 1 Sam. 1:9-13: How did Hannah pray? With her heart not her mouth? This is good to
remember when we bring our petitions to the Lord. It is one thing to pray because we
must and just say things to get the prayer over with (vain repetition as Jesus would call it,
Matt. 6:7-8). Like Hannah we need to pray with out heart and with faith (James 5:15).

X 1Sam. 1:12-18: It is a wondrous thing when our souls can be grieved to despair but when
we pray to God we are no longer sad. There are those who, though they pray, their
worries, anxieties, and grievances still bear a heavy load on them. It is good to consider
the faith that Hanna had in the power of God when praying, and the comfort that that
gave her.

X 1 Sam. 1.9- 7TKHUH DUH PDQ\ ZKR ZLOO GDUH WR 2EDUWF
7KDW LV 3*RG LI \RX GR VRPHWKLQJ IRU PH WKHQ , ZLC
people will find themselves making promises to God in their prayers that they cannot
keep, but they believe they are justified to make those promises because Hannah did in
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this passage. It is important to note that Hannah did not make a vow that she could not
keep. Hanna did not give the Lord a condition (say that she would stop doing a specific
sin only if God gave her a son). What Hanna did was similar to that of the parents of
Samson (Judges 13:6-8). She merely assured the Lord that if He was willing to give her a
son, then she would give that child to the Lord for His service. She kept her vow (1 Sam.
1:24-28).

1 Sam. 2:1-10: Do we praise God when great things happen in our lives?

1 Sam. 2:12-17: The attitude of the leaders can greatly affect the attitude of the people of

God (and a congregation). When the leaders are corrupt and misuse their power the
SHRSOH ZLOO HLWKHU EH FRUUXSW RU WKH\ ZLOO 3DEK
to consider. For whatever roll of leadership we hold, we must learn to hold it with honor

and dignity, not selfishness.

1Sam. 2:18: EvenchiGUHQ FDQ GR WKH /RUGYTV ZRUN LI WKH\ DUH

1 Sam. 2:19-21: The Lord blesses those who hold true to Him. Hannah asked for a child
and in keeping with her vow since that child was given to her, the Lord blessed her
abundantly giving her five more children besides Samuel. Though times seem often
drear, hold trueto the Lord for He holds true to you (1 Peter 1:3).

1 Sam. 2:22-25: Eli's sin was so serious that it caused God to condemn his house forever.
What was so terrible that God would do this? "His ssmis made themselves vile, and he
restrained them ndt(1 Samuel 3:13). Eli did not discipline his sons and teach them
righteousness. There conduct was so offensive that worshipers began to hold the Lord's
sacrifice in contempt (I Samuel 2:17). This proves to be a good lesson not only for
parents to discipline their children properly, but for children as well. Consider how you

act asayouth, it will have great repercussions when you have grown.

1 Sam. 2:23-25; 3:11-14: Despite the popular philosophy of our culture today, to
discipline a person required more than just a stern talking to. Psychologists will say that
parents should not spank their children because it will give them a complex. People will
say that we should not speak too harshly against other people when we think they are
wrong because you might offend them. The unfaithful will say that the church should not
discipline those members who are unruly. But what does God say in this passage? Did Eli
QRW JLYH KLV VRQV D 3357 Whé@tawinD 3 Nbhexdd pedplé refuse
to repent, God teaches us that action must be taken whether in the family, in the church,
or in society in general (1 Sam. 3:13).

1 Sam. 3:9: Just as Samuel, children must be taught how to address both God and other
men with respect.

6DP , ] LW LV RQH WKLQJ WKDW ZH OHDUQ IURP (OL
Though it did not take his punishment away, Eli proves to be honorable in this passage by
accepting the discipline of God without question.




Samuel
Bible Characters: Lesson 17

3 6DPXHO” 3+HDUG RI *RG” RU 3$VNHG RI *RG”’
Text: 1 Samuedl 1-28
References: Psa. 99:6; Jer. 15:1; Acts 3:24; Acts 13:20.

%RUQ LQWR WKH VHUYLFH RI WKH /RUG 6DPXHO ZDV RQH ZKHI
theLordaQ G PHQ’ 6DP 5HVSHFWHG E\ ERWK *RG DQG PHQ
MXGJH DQG VHHU SURSKHW $V WKH ILQDO MXGJH RYHU *R
that the responsibility stood to gppoint the first king of Israel. Fearing no man, trusting wholly in

WKH /RUG 6DPXHO ZKROHKHDUWHGO\ FDUULHG RXW KLV GXW
FDUH IRU WKH ZLOO RI *RG LQ KRZ +H FDUULHV RXW *RGTV I
Sam. 12:14; 13:9-14; 15:19-23). Though Samuel was a wise and godly man, there was still room

for growth even in old age (1 Sam. 16:7). The first king of Israel rebelled against the Lord, an

event both tasking and grievous for Samuel (1 Sam. 15:35-16:1). Samuel loved the Lord so

much however that the /RUGTYVY ZLOO KDG JUHDW SUHHPLQHQFH RYHU
upon Samuel to anoint anew king. In the end, Samuel remained faithful to God all the days his

life. A great man, ahumble and faithful servant (Heb. 11:32).

Lessons:

X Ps. 99:6: Samuel was among those who called upon the Lord and the Lord answered him.
Will we strive to be like Samuel and call on the Lord God all the days of our lives?

6DP (YHQ FKLOGUHQ FDQ GR WKH /RUGYTV ZRUN LI W

X 1 Sam. 2:18; 3:1: Let us take note that it is never too early for young people to devote
themselves to the service of the Lord. The wisdom of the world would say about young
SHRSOH 37KH\fUH MXVW NLGV OHW WKHP DORQH VR WK
with having fun as a youth (Eccl. 11:9). Young people should be taught to enjoy their
youth with out squandering it in sin. Love God and fulfill your responsibility toward
Him.

X 1Sam. 1:11: Samuel was devoted as a holy servant of God.
X 1Sam. 2:26; Heb. 11:32: Samuel was both faithful to God and favored by God and men.

x 1 Sam. 2:26; Luke 2:52: It is interesting that the same phrase for growing in stature and in
favor with God and men is used for both Samuel and Jesus. Most Christians understand
that Jesus is to be our example. It is also important for children to have Jesus as their
HIDPSOH ZKLOH JURZLQJ XS 6DPXHO RQH RI WKH /RUGT
himself as a child in the same way that Jesus did, so should children today.

X 1 Sam. 3:18: Samuel was truthful.
X 1 Sam. 9:6: Samuel was honorable.

x
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1 Sam. 15:10-33: Samuel was courageous.

Psa. 99:6: Samuel was humble.

6DP 2QH PXVW 3SUHSDUH WKHLU KHDUW"™ WR VHUY
S8SUHSDUH RXU KHDUWV™ WR EH ZLOOLQJ VaRitdraduH XS DOC
desire to God. Having done thus, we will be able to serve Him wholeheartedly.

1 Sam. 7:8- KHQ ZH DUH DIUDLG RU LQ QHHG ZH PXVW 2QHY
RXU *RG "~ :KHQ ZH SXW DOO RI RXU IDLWWillldQwh®Ri& ZH FD
best for us.

1 Sam. 7:12: Samuel set up amemorial stone that the people may remember the help that
the Lord had given them. Let us consider the meaning of the stone and not the stone itself
as the world most often does (not making an idol out of it). Remembering the kindness of
the Lord is something that we should do every day, for He blessed us every day of our
lives.

1 Sam. 7:15-8:3: Though some children grow to be ungodly people, their parents are not
aways to blame. The parents are responsible for raising godly children, but children need
to remember, when you grow up your parents are no longer responsible for you.

1 Sam. 8:4- 7RR RIWHQ WKH /RUGYV SHRSOH UHIXVH WR KI
doing things because they want to be more like the rest of the world. Many congregations

have gone off into apostasy because they want to be popular like the denominations.

Many Christians are bringing worldly teaching into the church because they want to have

fun rather than be edified. We must notice from this passage that God is not pleased when

His people abandon His pattern for that of the world. Like Samuel, we must love the Lord

to the point that when we see people not follow the word of God, it grieves our hearts.

1 Sam. 8:7-9: When we are unwilling to listen to people who show us our sins we are not
rejecting them, we are rgjecting the Lord. When we show other people their sins and they
refuse to listen, they are not rejecting us, they are rejecting the Lord. It is ever important
therefore that we be willing to listen to those who reprove and rebuke us, and we be
willing to reprove and rebuke others who arein sin. (2 Tim. 4:2).

1 Sam. 12:1-5: Like Samuel, we should always strive to be blameless in al that we do (1
Cor. 1:8).

1 Sam. 12:6: Let us always reason concerning all the righteous acts of the Lord.

1 Sam. 12:14, 15. Most people today desire to be blessed by God and want joy and
happiness all the days of their lives, but do not think that they should have to obey God in
order to have it. They see the type of blessings that are mentioned in verse 14, but are
unwilling to see the obligation that goes along with it. Let us consider both our obligation
from verse 14, and the warning in verse 15. If we heed the warnings and fulfill our
obligation, then and only then will we be given the blessings of God.




1 Sam. 12:20-25: Even when we have done wrong we must not be so cowardly as to turn
away from the Lord. He is forgiving and merciful if we are humble and penitent. When
we sin we must strive ever more to overcome the world and remain faithful to God.

1 Sam. 15:19- 2IWHQ PHQ JHW 3JRRG LGHDV™ WKDW WKH\ WKI
service to God. Consider Samuel. He was not blinded by the vain reasoning of men. He

was abletoseH WKURXJK KXPDQ UHDVRQLQJ DQG GLVFHUQ WK
EHWWHU WKDQ VDFULILFH =~ $V ZH RIIHU XS VHUYLFH WHF
SHIDPLQH DOO WKLQJYV ~ WR VHH LI WKH\ DUH IURP PDQ R

1 Sam. 15:35; 16:1: There are times when the Lord commands us to withdraw ourselves
from unruly brethren (2 Thess. 3:6; 1 Tim. 6:5). The Lord has given such commandments
for areason. Like Samuel we need to trust in God, even when it may seem grievous or
unfair in our own minds.

1 Sam. 16:1-3: We must remember that the leaders of this world were given their power
by God; we must therefore submit to them. But, there are times when those leaders stand
in the way of our obedience to God. In such cases we must be willing to obey God rather
than men (Acts 5:29).

6DP 837KH /RUG GRHV QRW VHH DV PDQ VHHV IR
DSSHDUDQFH EXW WKH /RUG ORRNV DW WKH KHDUW ~
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King Saul

Bible Characters: Lesson 18

36DX0O” 3$VNHG~
Text: 1 Samuel 8-31; 1 Chronicles 10

AsadtimeintKH KLVWRU\ RI

their lack of faith in Him. Desirous of being like the other nations, they demanded that an earthly
king rule over them in the place of the one true King - God (1 Sam. 8:4-6; 10:17-19; 12:12). And
so, King Saul enters the picture. A tall, hansom, valiant looking man, and humble; surely he
would be a great king over Israel (1 Sam. 9:1, 2, 21)! Yet we learn very quickly that it is not the
outward appearance of a man that proves his worth (1 Sam. 10:20-22; 16:7). Saul indeed begins
his reign as a great king, zealous for the Lord (1 Sam. 11). But, his glory and faithful obedience
would be short lived (1 Sam. 13:1- J)LOOHG ZLWK KLV GHVLUH WR
heart was soon turned away from the Lord (1 Sam. 13:9-14; 15:18-22; 16:14). For the remaining
\HDUV RI KLV VDG UHLJQ DV .LQJ 6DXOfV VSLULWXDO FRQGL
increased. Intheend, Saul reaped what he sowed (1 Sam. 31; 1 Chron. 10).

Lessons:

X

X

X

1 Sam. 9:2 L ooks and physical stature are not everything (1 Sam. 15:23).
1 Sam. 9:14-17 +God is the one who gives rulers and leaders their authority (Rom. 13:1).

1 Sam. 14:24-46: No matter how passionate we are about something we need to
remember to have wisdom in the decisions we make. Saul was passionate about his
pursuit of the Philistines, but in his passion he made a foolish and rash vow. In his anger
against the Philistines he would make sure that no man from Israel would eat until his
enemies were vanquished. Little did he know that the consequences of this vow would
threaten the life of his own son (vs. 27, 28, 43, 44). Remember to ponder the
conseguences of our actions, for they may be our undoing (Eccl. 5:4-6).

1 Sam. 15:1-23: God expects obedience from His people. Sometime we think that we are
helping the Lord when we get good ideas and want to use then in teaching, worship, or
whatever service we do. No matter what we do we must examine al things to make
certain that we are not sacrificing our obedience for our own pleasures, as Saul did here.
We learn this same lesson from Cain in Gen. 4:3-7. We must strive to do well that we

,VUDHO ZDV WKH GD\ WKH\ GHPDQGHC(

SOHDVL

PD\ EH DFFHSWHG 7R REH\ LV EHWWHU WKDQ VDFULILFH

1 Sam. 15:24-28: We must be prepared to face the consequences of our actions. The Lord
has promised that He will forgive us of our sins when we repent and ask for forgiveness,
but He has always assured us that there will be physical consequences that cannot be
taken away. Saul was not willing to accept this. Because of his stubbornness the kingdom

ZDV WDNHQ DzZD\ I[IURP KLP :H PXVW UDWKHU WDNH RQ W

/IRUG /HW +LP GR ZKDW VHHPV JRRG WR +LP~
righteous in the present age, face the consequences of our actions and use them as
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chastening in order to better ourselves for God, for if we are willing to do this then we
have a greater hope in heaven where any and all suffering will be done away.

1 Sam. 15:35: Let us not cause the Lord to regret that He used us in His service.

1 Sam. 16:14, 15: When we are unwilling to repent and submit ourselves to the Lord, our

souls cannot help but be distressed for we are forced to face the trials of life on our own.

The Psalmist expresses this very thing in Psalm 32:1- S:KHQ , NHSW VLOHQW F
JUHZ ROG«” /HW XV QRW VKXW *RG RXW RI RXU OLYHYV

1 Sam. 18:6-9: When we seek our own glory and not the Lords we risk becoming bitter
against those who are closest to us. Let us humble ourselves and remember to give others
the preference (Rom. 12:9, 10).

1 Sam. 18:12-14: We know we are in desperate need of repentance when we are afraid of
the people whom the Lord is with. L et us always striveto live in such away that the Lord
may be with us.

1 Sam. 19:5-17; 20:29- 6DXOfV ILFNOHQHVY LV RQH H[DPSOH RI
WKURXJK ZKHQ WKH\ DUH UHPRYHG IURP WKH SUHVHQFH
VHOI DQG DOO RI WKHH =~ :KHQ ZH DUH FRQVXPHG ZLWK
against anyone or anything that stands in our way, even God. Let us learn from Saul that

we can be selfish and bitter for the rest of our lives and be miserable, or, we can turn to

God with ahumble heart and be saved (2 Pet. 2:9, 10).

Weaknesses should helpusrePHPEHU RXU QHHG IRU *RGYfV JXLGDQFF
that Saul was too proud to learn.

-HDORXV\ HQY\ DQG KDWUHG GHVWUR\ RQHYV OLIH DQG "
Faithful countenance is essential to please God (cf. Ezek 18:24).
1 Sam. 31; 1 Chron. 10: We will reap what we sow (See 1 Chron. 10:13-14).




Jonathan

Bible Characters: Lesson 19

3-RQDWKDQ~ " 3<DKZHK *RG KDV JLYHQ~
Text: 1 Samudl 13:2-31:13; 1 Chronicles 10:1, 2

7KH ROGHVW VRQ RI ,VUDHOYV ILUVW .LQJ 6DP D PLJ

honest; E\ WKHVH FDQ -RQDWKDQYYVY FKDUDFWHU EH GHVFULEHG

and father (1 Sam. 14:43), and at the same time put his faith in the mighty power of God (1 Sam.
-RQDWKDQ DFFRPSOLVKHG PXFK LQ ekvasviobobeWoe@eQJ IRU

when there was work to be done (1 Sam. 14:1-14). Jonathan seemed to be a passionate, whole

hearted man who sought truth and righteousness. He was a peacemaker among men (1 Sam. 19).

It is almost a shame that his life on this earth was ended as it was, but, though the end of his life

ZDV D WUDJLF RQH WKHUH LV VRPH FRQFLOLDWLRQ LQ WKI

enemies.

Lessons:

X 1 Sam. 14:6: Jonathan understood and trusted the power of the Almighty God.

x 1 Sam. 14:26-30: This can be taken in two ways. 1) Jonathan was not one to heed rash
and unjust statements. He would not submit himself to foolishness. 2) He might have had
PRUH KXPLOLW\ LQ KHHGLQJ WKH YRLFH RI WKH /RUGTV C

x 1 Sam. 14:31-46: We see the consequences of making rash vows. We must also note that
when one man makes a rash and foolish vow, sometimes it is up to others to make that
PDQYV IROO\ NQRZ WR KLP WKDW KH PLJKW UHSHQW RI V
better not to vow thantovowandnRW SD\" (FFO 6HH DOVR 3URY
carefully what you commit yourself to.

x 1 Sam. 18:1-4: True friendship is not to be taken lightly. We see in Jonathan the great
respect and value that is to be placed on a sincere and loving friendship. In his generosity
Jonathan provides an excellent example of the love that is described in 1 Corinthians 13.
3 ove suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not
puffed up; does not behave rudely, doessedt its own« = vs. 4, 5).

x 1 Sam. 19:1-6: When there are those around us who take pleasure in doing evil things, it
is partly our responsibility to try to persuade them from doing such things. God has said
that He will give wisdom to those who ask (Prov. 2:6). In Prov. 2 LW \ADswer &
fool as his folly deserves, that he not be wise in his own eyeR QDWKDQ zZDV DEOH
ZLVGRP LQ RUGHU WR DQVZHU WKH IROO\ RI KLV IDWKI
wisdom and the courage to answer others in this same manner.

X 6DP 5RP Ifitis po8sible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably
with all men ~ Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons 6f Go® W W
5:9).




x 1 Sam. 20: We learn a great lesson from this chapter in what to do when an accusation is
brought to our attention concerning another person. When dealing with such a situation a
couple New Testament passages come to mind.

o0 1Corinthians 13:5-7
o0 1Timothy 5:19

-RQDWKDQ NQHZ RI KLV IDWKHUYV SVUR W.@RREKZX RSIHK/IL\J HDWHR
UHSHQWDQFH IURP WKDW 6DP ,Q OLJKW RI WKLV
great dilemma for Jonathan because Jonathan loved his father. Because of his love he
SEHOLHYHG DOO WKLQJV ™ FRQ ttthddase & hiKdvy forMWiK HU TV QL
DQG IRU *RG +H S GHOLJKWHG LQ WUXWK”™ DQG WKHUHIRU
Any person with less integrity than Jonathan could have handled this situation in two

different ways. 1) Automatically believe David and begin to build resentment against his

IDWKHU ZKLFK ZRXOG JR DJDLQVW 7LP '"HQ\ 'DYI
begin to build resentment against David. Being more righteous than that, Jonathan sought
to find out the truth (1 Sam. 20:5 /[HW XV OHDUQ IURP -RQDWKDQT

dealing with accusations brought to us against other men.

0 Do not believe an accusation brought to you unless there is some ground for truth in it
(1 Sam. 20:3)

o If the accusing party firmly believes in what is accused, bring the accusation up to the
person it is brought against (preferably having two or three witnesses). (vs. 12, 13).

0 Consider both sides of the story. (vs. 12, 13).
o Bewillingto face the truth (vs. 13, 33, 34).

0 Try to persuade the erring party away from their sin (Whether it be the accuser, or the
accused - vs. 32).

0 Who ever is in the sin, do not use their sin as opportunity to be better against them.
Rather, out of love, strive ever more to bring them out of sin.

X 6DP & K UR Q n anumber of &ccasions Jonathan confronted Saul and
UHEXNHG KLP IRU WU\LQJ WR WDNH 'DYLGYV OLIH
life for David (20:33). Saul had manifested tremendous disrespect for his son, had
verbally abused him, and had even trie3d to kill him (20:32). Saul had been a horrible
HIDPSOH DV D IDWKHU DQG -RQDWKDQ ZDVQTYW EOLQG V
will encounter the Philistines, Jonathan will die with him in battle (31:2).

o0 From a human point of view we are not prepared for this ending. Jonathan did
everything right, and yet he died in the prime of life. He was a godly man, a
FRXUDJHRXV ZDUULRU \HW *RG DOORZHG VLQQHUYV
reasons why God allowed such a good man to die young, but Jonathan was
prepared to accept such adestiny (20:14). Are we?

0 Jonathan was fiercely loyal to David, but he also went out with his father into
EDWWOH NQRZLQJ WKDW *RG ZDVQIW ZLWK KLV GDG
respect the office that Saul held. We live in a day and age when people often try
to get out of a relationship or commitment at the first sign of problems. In fact




'DYLG ZRXOG ODWHU VD\ 36DXO DQG -RQDWKDQ«LQ
(2 Sam. 1:23). Hence we would conclude that God expected Jonathan to support

his father in battle. It is one of those sad redlities of life that very good men often

GLH RU VXIIHU EHFDXVH LQ WKLY OLIH ZH GRQYfYW UH
OLIH GRHVQITWYT WXUQ RXW W RertaH editMyHod pWysicdl Q J ZH H
HISHFWDWLRQVY DQG JRDOV DUH QHYHU UHDOL]JHG W
3.RQDWKDQYYVY LQGHSHQGHQFH DQG FDSDFLW\ IRU DF
combined with devotion to his father. While holding his own opinion and taking

his own course, he conformed as far as possible WR KLV IDWKHUYV YLHZV I
Filial duty (duty befitting a son) could not have been more severely tested than

was that of Jonathan, but his conduct toward both his father and his friend is

DERYH FULWLFLVP ™ ,6%( 5SHYLVHG

Jonathan is a great example of a man who overcame his surroundings. Though

close to his father, Jonathan refused to think and act like this father. Every bad

quality that we see in Saul, indecision, loving the praise of men, jealousy, envy,

compromise, and so on, is lacking in Jonathan. In this man who had a poor

example as a father, we see a complete lack or rebellion. Other passages make it

clear that circumstances or even a poor upbringing are never meant to be a

handicap which we can never grow beyond (Ezekiel 18:11- 3KH KDV D VRQ ZK
KDV REVHUYHG DOO KLV IDWKHUYfV VLQV ZKLFK KH FI
OLNHZLVH’ ODUN 'XQDJDAQ
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David - 1

Bible Characters: Lesson 20

3'DYLG ™ 3% H®RoY Jds&e, tribe of Judah

Text: 1 Samuel 16-31

God has chosen a king to rule over Israel, Samuel the prophet has appointed him. A tall valiant

looking man was Saul, but now this king has turned his heart away from the Lord and God is

IRUFHG WR 3W tHdkidgddinlaRd dgpdiPanother king in His place. Samuel is then sent

to anoint David, the son of Jesse, a ruddy young lad who could not even wear a suit of armor (1

Sam. 17:38, 39). But Samuel learns a good lesson in trusting the judgment of the Lord foU 3 WK H

Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward gppearance, but the Lord looks at

WKH KHDUW ~ 8QOLNH WKH YDOLDQW DQG KDQGVRPH 6DX0O W
servant of God, worthy of more glory and honor than Saul (1 Sam. 18:7; 2 Sam. 5:1-3). Though

David sinned from time to time (all have +Rom. 3:23) by his desire to do the will of God and his

faith and righteousness David overcame his weaknesses and walked upright before God and

PHQ
Lessons:
X

X

DYLG 3ZzDV D PRPDQDKWHUW R GFW V

$FWV ‘DYLG ZDV D PDQ DIWHU *RGYTV RZQ KHDUW

1 Sam. 16:14-23: Even asayoung lad David was ready to be of serviceto His people.
Let us always be ready to serve those who ask of us.

1Sam. 17:22-51: ThereisnoobsWDFOH WRR ELJ IRU WKRVH ZKR 3WU?
WKHLU KHDUW"™ 3URY (YHQ WKH SHRSOH DURXQ
/IRUGVY SHRSOH PRFNHG KLP ZKHQ +H ZRXOG FKDOOHC
was not easily discouraged. He would go before the giant, and he would prevail. Let

XV OHDUQ IURP ERWK *ROLDWK DQG 'DYLG )URP *ROLIL
KHHG OHVW KH IDOO’ &RU B8RP 'DYLG 3+H Z|
JORULHV OHW KLP JORU\ LQS8#KIH43RUGS$QG&RIDLQ 3EH
VWURQJ LQ WKH /RUG DQG LQ WKH SRZHU RI +LV PLJKW

1 Sam. 18:5: At times men can be wise but still act foolishly, such as Solomon (1
Kings 10:6, 7; 11:1, 2). The challenge however is to be both wise, and behave wisely.
David accomplished this faithfully before the Lord. Let us strive to do the same thing.

1 Sam. 18:6-16: When we walk with the wisdom of the Lord there will be those who
look upon us with disdain, jealousy, anger, and bitterness (vs. 6-12). At the sametime
there may be those who look upon us with great regard (vs. 13-16). What we must
remember is that wisdom requires that we seek to please God, regardless of how other
people view us. Strive to be as David who was at peace with God, for that is where
we will find eternal life (Ps. 4:8; 37:1-3).

1 Sam. 18:18: David was humble.

a7



X 1 Sam. 21:1-7: There are those who would attempt to use this passage as a reference
WR *RGYYV DSSURYDO RI 3VLWXDWLRQ HWKLFV ~ 7KHUH
taking this view. First of all we must not ignore the fact that Jesus specifically said
that David sinned when he ate this bread, Matt. 12:3,4 + SKRZ KH DWH WKH VKR
which was not lawful IRU KLP WR HDW« x0IDUNG DWH WKH VKRZ
whichisnot ODZIXO WR HDW 3«ZXWIHK LV QRW ODZIXO IRU
SULHVWYVY WR HDW"" 'DYLG ZDV QRW MXVWLILHG LQ GI
'DYLGYYVY DFWLRQ DQG DW WKH VDPH WLPH FRQGHPQ W
their judgments just as the Pharisees were. The reason that Jesus brought up the
HIDPSOH RI 'DYLG ZDV QRW WR MXVWLI\ EUHDNLQJ *R"
HISRVH WKH K\SRFULV\ RI WKH 3KDULVHHYV 7TKH 3KDU
but where condemning the innocent actions of His disciples (Matthew 12:1).
Remember, in Matthew 12:1ff, Jesus is not trying to justify disciples who have done
VRPHWKLQJ XQVFULSWXUDO :‘H PXVW VHHN WR HVW
righteousness of our own (Rom. 10:3). In addition, bad things happened because
'DYLG FDPH KHUH ORRNLQJ IRU IRRG« VHH QH[W SRLQW

X 1 Sam. 22:6-23: The choices that we make have the potential to affect the future
wellbeing of other people as well as ourselves. We must consider the consequences of
our actions (vs. 22).

x 1 Sam 23:1-5: David was willing to help others, even when it meant putting himself
into harms way. But even in this He enquired of the Lord, seeking to do only the
IRUGTV ZLOO

X 1 Sam. 23:10-13: David was not too proud to pray to God for guidance when he was
in need. David behaved with wisdom (1 Sam. 18:5) because he relied on the wisdom
of God.

x 1 Sam. 24: David exemplifies what it is to respect our leaders, to have a humble heart
and to have forgiveness toward those who persecute us (Rom. 12:14).

X 1 Sam. 25:1-35: There are times when we show kindness to some men and they return
evil for our kindness. When this happened to David he used it as an opportunity to
seek revenge, but we aught not do so. When Abigail was kind to David and offered
heeaGYLFH 'DYLG DGPLWWHG WKDW VKH 3SNHSW KLP IURP
SNHSW KLP IURP HYLO ™ YV /ILNH 'DYLG WKHUH DUH
but we must keep our selves under control (2 Peter 1:6) and be willing to listen to
reason when reason is offered.

X 1 Sam. 25:32-34, 36- SOHQJHDQFH LV OLQH , ZLOO UHSD\" V
10:30- 6HH DOVR 'DYLGTV VWDWHPHQW LQ ©6DP

X 6DP $JDLQ ZH VHH WKH PHUF\ WKDW 'DYLG KDG WI
those who served him. There are many in our country today who would speak evil of
our leaders (consider all that was said against Bill Clinton). Though some leaders
have been and are in the wrong, it is not our place to diminish the authority that the
Lord has given them, but rather to pray for them, that they would follow the right way
and lead uswell (1 Tim. 2:1-3).




x 1 Sam. 27: Though David was in hiding (for lack of a better term) from Saul, he did
not see this as an opportunity to do nothing. David was still the servant of the Lord an
DV VXFK zDV REOLJDWHG WR FDUU\RXW WKH /RUGTV Z|
early Christiansin Acts 8:1-4. What was David doing that would have been according
WR *RGYV ZLOO" 2HB ®sh.R6/K; Judges 1:29; Ex. 17:8, 16; 1 Sam.
15:7; Ex. 15:22. Compare the peoples mentioned in these passages to those
mentioned in 1 Sam. 27:8. In Joshua 13 Joshua had grown old before he could lead
Israel to the destruction of all the people of whom God had commanded that Israel
destroy. Even in the Judges in Judges 1, instead of utterly destroying these foreign
nations, certain tribes of Isragl allowed them to live among them. But David was not
unfaithful in matters of the Lords commandments. It has taken several hundred years,
but David was now fulfilling the command that God gave to Israel to utterly destroy
these people. It is also interesting to note that though David had fled from those
among his own people who were persecuting him, he still had the best interest of his
people at heart.

X 1 Sam. 27:9-12: Though David was just in destroying these peoples, he was not just
LQ KRZ KH H[SODLQHG KLPVHOI WR $FKLVK 3'DYLG ZDV
yet he had his faults, which are recorded, not for our imitation, but for our
admonition. Witness the story of this chapter, in which: 1. We find, to his praise, that
KH SUXGHQWO\ WRRN FDUH RI KLV RZ@ndAaielW\ DQG K
IRXJKW ,VUDHOYV EDWWOHV BojDI&QN We I& Ho 8D QDD Q L\
dishonor, 1. That he began to despair of his deliverance (v. 1). 2. That he deserted his
own country, and went to dwell in the land of the Philistines (v. 1, 5-7). 3. That he
imposed upon Achish with an equivocation, if not alie, concerning his expedition (v.
100 °~ ODWWKHZ +HQU\ &RPSOHWH &RPPHQWDU\ RQ WKH

X 6DP , Q TKHVV WKH DSRVWOH 3DXO VWDWHG
KLP HDW ~ 7KLV LV D JRRG DQG IDLWKIXO VWDWHPHQW
not work witht K RVH ZKRYfV UROH LQ WKHLU ZRUN LV QRW DV
7R LOOXVWUDWH WKLV FRQVLGHU 'DYDLYGUE WWDWHIE HAKY
his part is who goes down to the battle, so shall his part be who stays by the supplies;
they shal VKDUH DOLNH °~ 7KLV VDPH SULQFLSOH FDQ EH D
wife for instance who keeps the home and raises the children while the husband is
working to support his family is not worthy of any less honor that the husband. But
they share in their responsibilities for the family and therefore are worthy of
egual honor. This can aso be applied to the church. A Christians who supports and
strengthens others in the congregation, but is not apt to teach publicly is not worthy of
any less honor that a preacher or an elder. Those who fill certain rolls in the church
are worthy of just as much honor as those who fill more public roles. Let us
understand the difference between not working, and working behind the scenes.

Remember dsotKDW WKRVH ZKR GLG QRW XQGHUVWDQG WKL\
DQG ZRUWKOHVV PHQ °
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David 2

Bible Characters: Lesson 21

Text: 2 Samuel; 1 Kings 1-2; 1 Chronicles 11-29

'DYLG LV NLQJ DQG 6DXO LV GHDG ,W LV KHUIROQWKDWKH HAOUX
anointed and his passion for righteousness (2 Sam. 1:1-16). This hunger and thirst for
ULIKWHRXVQHVY LV D WUDLW WKDW ZLOO UHPDLQ GRPLQDQ
life. Though David is now king his life does not grow much easier than before. There are still
enemies to overcome (2 Sam. 2-4), debts to pay (2 Sam. 21:1-14), and a government to control

6DP JURP WLPH WR WLPH ZH VHH 'DYLGYV ZHDNQHVVH\
but if it is one thingtha DDYLG QHYHU IDLOV LQ LW LV UHSHQWDQFH
great love for God and his righteousness helps David to be a wise and valiant king. As always
David had to face the consequences for his mistakes (2 Sam. 12:14), being a man of God did not
change this. Members of his own family would turn against him (2 Sam. 15), trusted friends
would betray him (2 Sam. 16:15-23). But David understood that if he were to be successful he
must not rely on himself to bring vengeance on his enemies, rather his strength must come from
theLord (2 Sam. 16:11, 12).

Lessons:

X 2Sam. 1:11- ‘H FDQ VHH 'DYLGTV GHHS IHHOLQJV IRU -RQDW
DQRLQWHG " :H FDQ DOVR VHH WKH VHYHULW\ RI UDLVLQ
the way David reacts to the young Amalekite. Let us not however think that we can use
our hands to smite those who do wrong as David did. Saul is dead; David is now king,
DSSRLQWHG E\ *RG +H LV *RGYV DQRLQWHG +H KDV WKH

X 2 Sam. 2:1-2: Let us always be reminded of the trust that David put in God. He inquired
of the Lord concerning aimost all that he did. Let us do the same (Prov. 3:5-7).

X 2 Sam. 4:35, 36: David was a leader whom the people could look up to. His manner of
life and his loyalty to God was such that the people trusted his judgment and respected it.

X 2 Sam. 4:5-12: Just because aruler is either no longer in office or is no longer alive does
not give us opportunity to speak evil of him, or to injure him. One example is Bill
Clinton. Many have taken opportunity to speak harsh things against him since he is no
longer in office. Like Saul, he was unjust, nevertheless he was appointed by God to rule a
nation and as such we still own him the respect due a leader, though he is no longer in
office.

X 2 Sam. 5:20: David accomplished great feats in his life, yet he never took the glory for
KLPVHOI 5DWKHU KH zZDV D JUHDW H[DPSOH RI &R U
WKH /RUG °

X 2 Sam. 6:1-8: David thought it time to bring the ark of God back to Jerusalem, so he
provided a new cart and had the ark placed on it. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab,




drove the cart. God had in days gone by, however, given specific instructions as to how

WKH DUN ZDV WR EH WUDQVSRUWHGoOrtihgK®P was to be *RG TV .
REVHUYHG %XW 3ZKHQ W K-tibor BfINacbin, WzRah\©WKfbrthiwigHarid V K L Q J

to the ark of God, and took a hold of it; for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of Jehovah

was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error and there he died by

the ark of God (vs. 6, 7). Naturally, David became very displeased. After all, why should

God employ such drastic measures in making a point? Uzzah, no doubt, meant well. His

act, evidently, was an act of good intention and sincere concern, but God left the distinct
LPSUHVVLRQ XSRQ 8]]DKYV VXUURXQGLQJ VXUYLYRUV WK
what he had already said! Today it is so easy for people to begin to doubt the seriousness

RI *RGTV ZRUG W LV RQ(oHanaly ladnit thRt GodhaSdddkevi.Rt is

TXLWH DQRWKHU WKLQJ IRU D SHUVRQ WR EH LPSUHVVH
WUHDWHG UHYHUHQWO\ LQ D VSLULW RI REHGLHQFH ,Q
in the most trivial of circumstances and where the morality of Christ is rejected because

of its lack of convenience the church of our Lord must be exceedingly careful lest her

attitude toward the Scriptures becomes casual. If you are ever tempted to think that in the

final analysis God, after all is said and done, really dies not mean what he says,

remember the story of Uzzah (Deaver).

2 Sam. 6:3, 12, 13: There are times when we sin out of ignorance. God does not excuse

our sin because of our ignorance as seen above, but He does allow us other opportunities

to do things right. David took this second opportunity (vs. 12, 13) to do correctly what he

has done wrong before in carrying the ark. This time, instead of putting the ark on a cart,

he had men bearing the ark as God had commanded. LeW XV OHDUQ IURP 'D®
repentance and willingness to change when in the wrong.

2Sam. 7:5- $:KHUHIRUH WKRX DUW JUHDW 2 /RUG *RG IRU
LV WKHUH DQ\ JRG EHVLGH WKHH DFFRUGLQJ.2%R DOO W
David was one who gloried in the Lord (1 Cor. 1:31). How often do we take the time to

praise God and glorify Him?

2 Sam. 8:10, 11: Often times, especially in our present society, when people come by a

sudden increase of money or some sort of bonus that was not planned the first thought on

PRVW SHRSOHYV PLQG LV 3:KDW FDQ , VSHQG WKLV PRQ
Indeed it would seem very tempting to use any extra riches to get the things that we

DOZD\V ZDQWHG %XW OHWJURDFKR Q/WRL G HVUL WIBENT iR QD SE N |
VHQW -RUDP KLV VRQ XQWR NLQJ 'DYLG«WR EOHVV KLP %
silver, and vessels of gold, and vessels of brass: Which also king David did dedicate unto
theLord = 7KR X JK LW L ¥ink/addl{P & durseyes itiks situation, is it not better

to think of God first? Jesus commanded us to seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness (Matt. 6:33). Is it seeking first the kingdom of God to use al things to

please our selves, or to please God? David saw it as an opportunity to please God.

2 Sam. 9:1:6- W ZDV QRW HQRXJK IRU 'DYLG WR VLPSO\ QRW
DQRLQWHG 'DYLG zZDV ZLOOLQJ WR JR VR IDU DV WR V
household that he might bless them. There are many today who will use any ill turn
toward them as opportunity to become bitter against a person. There are also those who
DUH VR KDXJKW\ DV WR EHFRPH ELWWHU DJDLQVW DOO

51



x

would dare to associate with them. David however shows us how to be righteous in
VLWXDWLRQV VXFK DV WKLV 'DYLG IXOILOOHG WKH /RUG
5:44). It is easy enough to return evil for evil, but to return love for evil, this is
commendable before God.

2 Sam. 10:1-4: 1 Peter 2:19 £ For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward
God one endures grief, suffering wrongfullyBlessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heavelD W W

2 Sam. 10:12: Even in situation where we know what we want and are ready to fight for
LW ZH PXVW UHPHPEHU WKDW DOO WKLQJV DUH LQ *RG'
GRQH QW rRay th&/Lokd do what is good in His sight

2 Sam. 11: There are times when we sin that we do everything we can to conceal our sin.

Inevitably our sins keep getting deeper and deeper and eventualy they catch up to us

(12:9, 10). Such was the case with David. He first commits adultery, then that woman is

with achild by him. ,Q DQ DWWHPSW WR FRQFHDO KLV VLQ KH VI
and tries to make him lie with his wife so that they will think that the child is his. When

that does not work David orders to have the man killed. How far will one go? But as it

ends up, the words of Jesus are fulfilled saying, 3)RU WKHUH LV QRWKLQJ FRY
not be revealed, and hidden that will not be knbwn0 D W W SRUGhséDLQ 3
things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. For

out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefes, fals
witness, blasphemies 0D W W ‘H FDQ KLGH VLQ DQG OLH |
it just boils up in side us creation turmoil within us, unless we repent and confess out

sins.

2 Sam. 12:1-13: After his sin had been revealed and David was rebuked by the Lord he
repented of hissins (vs. 13). This isthe attitude that we all ought to have. We are going to
sin (Rom. 3:23; 1 John 1:10). Whether or not our heart is right with God is determined by
our willingness to repent and come out of sin. This iswhy David, though he did these evil
WKLQJV ZDV VWLOO FRQVLGHUHG D PDQ DIWHU *RGTV RZ

2 Sam. 12:1-7: There times when easily see sin in others, but not so easily in ourselves.

We are quick to judge others despite our own sins. When David first heard the parable

WKDW 1DWKDQ WKH SURSKHW VSRNH WR KLP WKLV ZDV \
PDQ ~ ,Q MXGJLQJ WKH PDQ L&ualy KrbhoSribitd) [uBigiéht Uiy LG ZDV
KLPVHOI 7KLV LV ZKDW -HVXV ZDV WDONLQJ DERXW ZKH
MXGJIJHG ~ $QG DJDLQ 3%$QG ZK\ GR \RX ORRN DW WKH VSF
FRQVLGHU WKH SODQN L Q -3)RDRetusRods@letbuksdved &t\wd\be

too quick to pass judgment on other and in turn bringing condemnation upon ourselves.

2 Sam. 12:13-23: Though we repent of our sins it does not save us from the physical
consequences of sin. This is something that we all should consider before we decide to do
wrong. Is it worth it?

2 Sam. 13:34-14:21: The wise are those who listen to wisdom. Do not be fooled by the
ZRUOG 7KHUH DUH PDQ\ ZKR ZRXOG VD\ 3WR OLVWHQ V
KXPLOLDWLQWKH»XW GERP RI *RG W Kide i@strDction tovawmise U R W H
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man, and he will be still wiser, Teach a just man, and he will increase in ledrnisgy R Y
9:9). David was as this wise man.

2 Sam. 16:5-12: Therewill be those who curse us and taunt us when we do not deserveit,
EXW ZH QHHG WR KDYH WKH VDPH PLQG WKDW 'DYLG KDC
P\ DIIOLFWLRQ DQG WKDW WKH /RUG ZLOO UHSD\ PH ZLW

2 Sam. 21:1-3: David was an honorable man. Though he did not make the mistake
himself, he still took it upon himself to correct it.

2 Sam. 24:18-25: In a world where everybody wants something for nothing it is good to
remember than nothing is free. We owe al that we have to the Lord; it is not good
enough that we gave back to Him only that which costs us little or nothing. Whether we
give our service or what we prosper let us never try to cheat God out of what we truly
owe Him.

1 Kings 2:3: Before David died he was able to give Solomon the best advice a father can
giveto ason.




Absalom

Bible Characters: Lesson 22

S$EVDORP” 3)DWKHU LV RI SHDFH"™ 7KLUG VRQ RI 'DYLG ZLWK
Text: 2 Sam. 3:3; 2 Sam. 13-20.

Absalom, the third son of King David, born to him of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of

*HVKXU $EVDORPTV OLIH LV D VDG VWRU\ RI D \RXQJ PDQ ZI
fleshly desires. His sensual desires drove him to rape his own sister while his pride drove him to

turn against his own father in order to steal the throne from underneath him. It seems that
$EVDORPYV OLIH ZDV VSHQW LQ FRQVWDQW SXUVXLW RI IXO
fulfilled he was worse off than when he started. His life is a good example for those who cannot

take control of themselves, for in the end Absalom died a miserable and humiliating death, just

as al men do who are not willing to submit to the almighty God.

Lessons:

X 2 Sam. 13:22-29: When we give in to hatred, bitterness and wrath our mind tends to
dwell on that as the hatred boils up inside of us, just as it did with Absalom. His hatred
toward his brother because of his sister never went away. Instead it grew for two years
until finally he had opportunity to release that hatred by killing his brother. To some
Absalom may have seemed justified in this action, but when we look at the character that
is outlined by godliness we see that it is not so. Notice that in verse 22 it specifically says
S$EVDORP VSRNH WR KLV EURWKHU $PQRQ QHLWKHU J
$PQRQ«"™ &R PiSverkbMitMthe law that they were under in that day (Lev. 19:17,
18). We find that in this single act of hatred against his brother Absalom commits six
VLQV 3<RX VKDOO QRW KDWH \RXU EURWKHU LQ \RXU |
QHLIJKEBBEYDORP GLG QRW HYHQ VSHDN WR KLV EURWKHU

KLP" $EVDORP ERUH JUHDW VLQ 3<RX VKDOO QRW W
EURWKHU $1RU EHDU DQ\ JUXGJH DJDLQVW WKH FKLO¢
was beFDXVH $EVDORP ERUH D JUXGJH 3<RX VKDOO OR®

(Absalom hated rather than loved). Was Absalom justified in his actions? Of Course not!
$Q0G QHLWKHU DUH ZH ::H ZRXOG GR JRRG WR OHDUQ IUR
hisstepV ‘:H PXVW UDWKHU 3SDGG WR RXU-TIDLWK«VHOI FRQWL

X 2 Sam. 13:37-38: You know you are in sin when you have to rely on friends who are not
Rl *RGV SHRSOH LQ RUGHU WR EH FRPIRUWHG 7DOPDI
PRWKHUTYTV \4hKdnig +DSdR B3:8). Often today young Christians, even some
older, would rather spend their time with people of the world because they know that
most other Christians will not agree with the things that they like to do. Absalom fled to
hisgrandfather EHFDXVH KLV JUDQGIDWKHU GLG QRW FDUH DER?
attention to the people we choose to surround ourselves with, it might tell us where our
heart is.




X 2 Sam. 14:25-33: As we learn throughout the scriptures, a good looking man does not
always equal a man with good character. Like Saul, Absalom was very good looking, but
as we can see this goodness was only skin deep. Let us learn from this to examine the
works of men, not the gppearance. It is from judging the works of Absalom that we find
that his heart is not of the same good nature as his appearance. If aman is willing to burn
KLV QHLJKERUYY HQWLUH ILHOG MXVW WR JHW KLV DWW
heart desires?

X 2 Sam. 15:1-6: Now we begin to see the motives of Absalom, the ground for all his
reasoning. His vanity and pride determined his actions; he is consumed with vain deceit.
32K WKDW , ZHUH PDGH MXGJH LQ WKH ODQG DQG HYHU
FRPH WR PH WKHQ , ZRXOG )JDid ke dédr@toldex th&\king B~ YV
chapter 14 because he missed his father? Or was it because he needed the influence of
royalty in order to put himself in a position of power? It seems that the people of Israel
were only willing to see Absalom for what he wanted them to see (vs. 6). It is true that
ORYH SEHOLHYHY DOO WKLQJV  DQG VR ZH DUH QRW WR (
Let us remember, however, that love is not blind. We still have a command to examine
all things, to test every spirit whether it be from God or from men, and to not follow any
man blindly. Let us keep our eyes open for men like Absalom.

x $ JRRG OHVVRQ IRU SDUHQWYV 1RWLFH WKDW ZH QHYHU
society there is a strong belief that to rebukeor SXQLVK D FKLOG ZLOO RQO\
FRPSOH[ =~ /HW XV EH LPSUHVVHG ZLWK WKH IDFW WKDW
ever, yet as far as we can see he was never rebuked or punished. Had David disciplined
$EVDORP DV D IDWKHU R X Jitactialih\bedrrkea® Sid@xtpntrét.L J K W

X 2 Sam. 16:15 7KHUH DUH VRPH ZKR PD\ WDNH GHOLJKW LC
that though he was a deceiver, he had much glory and honor. It is true that for atime the
evil hearted may have some earthly pleasure, but it never lasts. In fact it was the same
pride and conceit which brought Absalom into power that tore him from it. Blinded by
his pride Absalom was led by counsel that, though it seemed wise to him, became his
GRZQIDOO , Q G HhéteGs &y Yhit sbervis Kidht\to aman, but itsend
LV WKH zZzD\ RI GHDWK" 3URY KHQ ZH ZDON DFFF
$EVDORP GLG ZH ZLOO IDFH WKH ZUDWK Rl *RG EXW Z
desire, then we are rewarded (Prov.3:5-7).

X 2 Sam. 18:9- $EVDORPTV GHDWK FDQ EH VXPPDUL]HG ZLWK \
\RX VRZ" *DO




Solomon
Bible Characters: Lesson 23

S6RORPRQ" 33HDFHIXO”

3-HGLGLDK” 6DP 3% HORYHG RI WKH /RUG ~ 6RQ RI 'DYL
Text: 2Sam. 5:14; 12:24, 25; 1 Kings 1:10 +1 Kings 11; 1 Chron. 22:5 +29:30; 2 Chron. 1-10.

Other References: Song of Solomon, Neh. 13:26; Psalm. 72; Matt. 6:29; 12:42.

Solomon, born to David in Jerusalem (1 Sam. 5:14), raised to be king, wisest among men. The

story of Solomon is a sad yet beneficial one. Here we have ayoung man upon whose shoulders a

kingdom is placed. He was faithful and obedient to the will of God. When offered by God

anything his heart desired, all he could think about was having the wisdom to rule his people.

Because of this humble and righteous attitude God blessed Solomon with more than any man

FRXOG LPDJLQH +LV ZLVGRP ZDV JUHDWHU WKDQ DQ\ ZKR K
His wealth was so great that he had cities designated to the care of each category of his

belongings; one for his chariots, one for livestock, etc. Though not one of his better attributes, he

had hundreds of wives and concubines from countries all over the world. He accomplished many

mighty works before God including the building of the temple of the Lord. All seemed perfect;

Solomon had faith, wisdom and power. Truly this was a great man, but what was to be his

blessing ended up his downfall. There are many who spend a lifetime striving to surround

themselves with earthly blessings, but more often then not al it brings them is condemnation.

6XFK ZDV WKH FDYV HOoZIL WK sé, Rv@eR Bdob@hon3was old, that his wives turned

his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the bhd>od, as was the heart of

his father David .LQJV /IHW XV QRW IRUJHW WKH OLIH RI 6RO
can learn concerning wisdom and loyalty, and those things that draw us away .

Lessons:

x 1Kings 1; 2:15: Men can die trying to get their own way, but in the end their toils will be
in vain for the Lord will prevail (Prov. 16).

x 1 Kings 2:1-3: Take note of the instruction that David gives Solomon before his death.
7KLV LV WKH LQVWUXFWLRQ WK D WADIRgep tieWwharngdovthe X JKW
Lord you God; to walk in His ways, to keep His statues, His commandments, His
MXGJPHQWY DQG +LYWHVWLPRQLHV«

X 1Kings 2:13- S+HUH LV D SRZHUIXO UHPLQGHU WKDW WKRVH
have once proved themselves to be enemies, especially when they suddenly appear with
WRNHQV RI| SHDFH «$ P Hirghl feople dDrQtGesiake FoHisé any means
to obtain the ends they cannot acquire by force. When they can no longer demand, they
EHJ” 'LOGD\ S 6ROR®RY® VDZ WKURXJK $GRQLMDKITV UHT
this as another attempt on the part of Adonijah to take the throne, with the help of Joab
and Abiathar. Taking possession of a wife or Harem of a deceased king was equivalent to
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establishment of thH FODLP WR WKH WKURQH  6DP - © X
25).

1 Kings 2:16, 27: Abiathar was the last descendant of the Ithamar branch of the priestly

family. When he was banished, the high priesthood reverted to the descendants of Eleazar

whowaV UHSUHVHQWHG LQ 6RORPRQYYVY GD\ E\ =DGRN 7KXYV
FRQFHUQLQJ WKH GHFOLQH DQG UHPRYDO RI-(OLYV GHYV
(Dunagan).

1 Kings 2:23- ODQ\ SHRSOH LQ WKH FKXUFK WRGDtaYLHZ LW
GLYLVLYH PDQ" IURP WKH FKXUFK 3DIWHU WKH ILUVW
reminded concerning the wisdom of Solomon who removed those people from his

kingdom who desired to turn the people from their leader and who did all things for

selfish gain. Though the discipline that the church is to exercise toward those who are
GLVREHGLHQW LV QRW DV KDUVK DV 6RORPR Rg}ct WKH SU
a divisive man after the first and second admonition, knowing that such a person is
warped and sinning 7LW XV For there fare many insubordinate, both idle

talkers and deceivers, esply those of the circumcisignwhose mouths must be

stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things which they ought not, for the
sake ofdishonest gain 7LW XV

1Kings 3:1; 11:1- (YHQ LQ WKH HDUO\ \HDUV Rl 6RORPRQTV UH
will eventually draw him away from the Lord beginning to sprout. The applications that

we can draw from this are so great that it would take pages to cover them all. Instead let

usjust say this: The biggest problems start with one small step away from truth (Solomon

EHJDQ WR PDUU\ IRUHLJQ ZLYHV SDUHQWYV GRQYfYW GLV
young person gets into a relationship with a person of a different faith, etc.). Solomon

began his reign by marrying foreign wives and it ended up leading him away from the

Lord. Let us keep our eyes open.

1 Kings 9:1-3; 2 Chron. 6:6: In the Law of Moses in Num. 33:52 and Deut. 12:2-5 God

commanded that the high places (places of pagan worship) be utterly destroyed. He aso

commanded that Israel not worship Him in these places, but worship Him only in the

place or places that He chose for His name to be known. Solomon knew that God had

told David his father that He chose Jerusalem as this designated place (2 Chron. 6:4-6).

$IWHU 6RORPRQ KDG ILQLVKHG EXLOGLQJ WKH /RUGTV W
/IRUG WKH /RUG UHYHDOHG WR 6RORPRQ 3, KDiMél FRQVHI
SXW P\ QDPH WKHUH IRUHYHU 0\ H\HV DQG 0\ KHDUW 2ZlI
9:3). We would do good to note the relationship that God had with Israel through this

temple. Today, the Jewish temple being destroyed, God has a new temple in which He

dwells with His people +The church (1 Cor. 3:16, 17; 2 Cor. 6:16, 17; Eph. 2:19-22).

7KH IDFW WKDW &KULVWYIV FKXUFK LV QRZ WKH /RUGTV
facts to mind:

) The temple of the Lord is the only scriptural place of worship: According to Deut.
12:2-5 the only place that God could be worshiped is in the place that He chose.
God chose Jerusalem as the place where the temple was built, and no other place.
Therefore no other place could God be worshiped except in that temple. The
cKXUFK EHLQJ WKH WHPSOH RI *RG WRGD\ LV WKH
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worship can be offered up to God. We know that there is no one location for the
church; therefore the place is not physical, but spiritual. Therefore a person must
be in the church (baptized and faithful) in order to be able to offer up acceptable
worship to God.

There is only one temple: This is true today for we find in Eph. 4:4 that there is
only one body (which is also the church). Therefore this idea that there are many
faiths and many bodies in which men can acceptably worship God is absurd.

Worship outside the temple is idolatrous worship: Since there is only one church
and therefore only one temple, those who worship God who are not in that one
church (who are in other churches) worship Him in vain, for their worship is not
to God, but to devils (Deut. 32:16-18).

There is only one high priest: Since there is only one temple there can only be one
high priest who is the mediator between man and God. We know this High Priest
to be the man, Jesus Christ (Heb. 9:6-12). We must conclude therefore that if a
person is in any other church than the church of Christ, they do not have Jesus
Christ as a High Priest and therefore do not have the eternal redemption that He
offers (vs. 12).

x 1 Kings 3:5-14: A people can appreciate a leader who seeks to do what is good for them.
We see this attitude in Solomon as God offers to give him anything he wanted. Where
most men would ask for great power, riches, or glory, Solomon simply asked for the
wisdom to rule his people. God was impressed with this just as we should be. Solomon
asked for that which he could use for the good of others and God have him more than he
asked for (3:13). Jesus taught that all of His people ought to have this attitude (Matt.
18:1-4). Let us aso pray that we have wisdom (Jas. 1:5).

1 Kings 8: See how Solomon gave glory to God for all that was fulfilled in Jerusalem in

those days. Too many times people fail to give God the glory in their own lives and in the

end they suffer IRU LW

DQ\RQH JORULHV OHW KLP JORU\ LQ WKH /RUG °

1 Kings 10:14-11:43: In the beginning of his reign Solomon was indeed a faithful and a

wise man. Because of this the Lord blessed him with greater riches and glory than any

RWKHU NLQJ ZKR KDV ZDONHG WKH

not stop him from being led astray by his fleshly desires in the midst of this physical
wealth. Solomon gathered to Himself many, many wives to which his love was turned. It
is sad to see a man as great and as wise as Solomon fall into such as desolate situation.
But let his life not bein vain, for there is much to learn from his example:

)

)
)
)
)
)

Wisdom does not prevent sin, only faith and self control (2 Peter 1:5-7).

We ought to put our faith in God, for even the wisest of men can be led astray.
With wisdom comes great responsibility, and with power comes great temptation.
One wife ought to be enough for any man.

Choose your spouse wisely.

%XW DV 6RORPRQ GLG KHUH DQG DV 3D

IDFH RI WKH HDUWK

8/ HW XV KHDU WKH FRQFOXVLRQ RI WKH ZKROH PL

FRPPDQGPHQWY IRU WKLV LV PDQYV DOO

YRU

*RC

MXGJPHQW LQFOXGLQJ HYHU\ VHFUHW WKLQJ ZKHWI




Elijah
Bible Characters: Lesson 24

3(OLMDK” 3<DKZHK LV *RG ~
Text: 1Kings 17- 2Kings 10; 2 Chron. 21:12.

The story of Elijah is that of a man of God who, seemingly all alone, remains faithful to God to

FDUU\ RXW +LV ZLOO (OLMDKYV OLIH LV RQWthihE®&\WofFDQ JLY'
this world who feel alone in a wicked generation (1 Kings 19:10-18), and at the same time

UHPLQG DOO SHRSOH WKDW ZH VWDQG EHIRUH *RG LQ DOO
appearance was not much to look at (2 Kings 1:8), like John the baptism (Matt. 3:4), Elijah was a

servant who was worthy of the greatest (Matt. 18:4; Matt. 23:11; Luke 22:24-27) as we can see

from the end of his story (2 Kings 2).

Lessons:

x 1Kings 17:1: Like Elijah, we should never forget who it is that we stand before in al that
ZH GAs the Lord God of Israel live, before whom | stand: KHWKHU ZH DUH WHD
traveling, or whatever we do we must never forget that we stand before the living God.
3Whatever you do in word or deed do all in the nameeftrd” & RO

x 1Kings 17:2-6: To have to rely on the Lord as Elijah did is a hard thing for most people.
Notice that Elijah did not worry about having enough to eat or to drink. He did not
guestion God when He said the ravens would feed him. When God told him to get up and
JR (OLMDK 3GLG DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH ZRUG Rrussh\KH /RUG
the Lord with all of your heag ©~ 3 U R Y7).

x 1Kings 17:8-16: It is an interesting thing to see how the Lord uses stories of people who
lived under the Old Covenant, thousands of years before us, to illustrate principles that
we are to learn and to practice today under the New Covenant. Here we read of a widow
who denied herself and her son in order to feed and care for a man of God. This is the
VDPH DWWLWXGH WKDW &KULVW VDLG +LV IROORZHUV
anyone desires to come after Me let him deny himselBDXO UHIOHFWHG WKLV V
LQ KLV OHWWHU WR WKH B¢tourd alStng®ap I§s Dikthe@xdelénZeU R W H

of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord3 KL O ‘H VHH LW DOVR LQ V
ODFHGRQLD ZKH U tigeh MDgawb thémselves to the Lord, and then to us by
the will of God &R U /IHW XV OHORDRDIVURPDRVXAN EZQG IU

examples of the early Christiansto give of ourselves, the Lord will not leave us desolate.

x 1 Kings 17:17-24; 18:41- Fhe effective fervent prayer of a righteous man avails
much” -D P HV18).

x 1 Kings 18:21: So often thiV LV WKH FDVH ZLWK PDQ\ ZKR FDOO W
SHRSOH" 7KRXJK LW LV FRQYHQLHQW WR ZRUVKLS *RG C
things contrary to His word, God is not our Lord unless we surrender all to Him. Let us
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UHPHPEHU (OL NfEnhe ford BRE0dGGllow Him; but if Baal, follow him 7K H
Lord is God!

1 Kings 18:22- W LV LPSUHVVLYH WR VHH *RGYV KDQG DW ZR
those who follow God to see that even against forty of the false prophets of Baal it only

took one prophet and the mighty power of God to show His superiority. Let us learn from

WKLV DFFRXQW WKDW *RG LV $OPLJKW\ WKHUH LV QR
(vs. 39), 3) the maority is often wrong (the number of false prophets were 40 to 1

prophet of God).

The world has exalted itself upon a pedestal believing that its wisdom is greater than
*RGTV 1RWLFH WKH SURSKHWYVY ZKR LQ WKHLU 3ZLVGRP
themselves and hollering to some non-existent god with no power whatsoever. Is this the
wisdom that we want to follow? This may be a ridiculous scene, but it is not far different
from the people today to get drunk in the bars, fight over women and drive around wildly,
often killing people in the process for the sake of enjoying their freedom. Even the
wisdom of those who believe we ought to do all we can to keep another tree from falling
to the ground is foolishness to the God who will destroy every tree along with the rest of
creation on the judgment day. Accounts such as this one are recorded for our example (1
Cor. 10:1-11). They are there to show us that the wisdom and power of God are far
greater than any thing we can find in the world (1 Cor. 3:19, 20).

1 Kings 19:1- (YHQ *RGTV PRVW I|D LharkroinentsHviredkiaadd, bkitD YH W
they remain faithful because they do not let that weakness keep them down. Elijah
overcame hisfear (1 Kings 19:18, 19).

1 Kings 19:5-18: Though we have our moments of weakness, it is not acceptable to put
off our duty to God because of them. Often times our fear is exaggerated in our own
minds (compare vs. 10 and 18). Though Elijah thought he was the only one left, God
knew that He had 7,000 left in Israel. This should bring comfort to the faithful few who
feel that they are all alonein the world.

God has the power to create strong winds that can tear into mountains and break rocks,
He has the power to create the mightiest of earthquakes and the power to fuel raging
ILUHV KR DUH ZH W HeaHHI wRd &ftelr HEALKIlled, has power to
castintohell /XNH

2 Kings 1: From this passage we get a glimpse of the seriousness of turning to our own
devices rather than the Lord. Why do men seek sinful things? It is not because there is no
God in heaven; rather it is because most are unwilling to face their dependence and
accountability toward the Almighty.

2 Kings 1:8: It does not take a refined man with fancy cloths to be a spokesman of God.
5HPHPEHU PDQ\ RI *RGYV PRVW IDLW Kth¥ cotl&tbRtS8dd H WV K D (
back to their name. Matt. 8:20; Matt. 3:4.

2 Kings 2: The account of how Elijah was taken up in a whirlwind and chariot of fire is
one that may be hard to imagine, but has become the scene by which most remember the
prophet Elijah. Consider what faith a man of God must have had to be taken up like this.
Compare this incident with that of Enoch in Gen. 5:24.




Ahab and Jezebel

Bible Character: Lesson 25

3$KDE® 37KH EURWKHU LV IDWKHU" RU 38QFOH"
S3-HIHEHO ™ 3&KDVWH"’
Text: 1Kings 16:29 - 2 Kings 9:37

,Q &RULQWKLDQV 3DX0O ZURWH FR GhEdé thipgsthappenetiag OG 7 H
examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also cfaveH LV LV WKH UHDVI
we have record of people like Ahab and Jezebel. From the beginning to the bitter end of their
lives as recorded in the scriptures we see nothing but evil, disobedience, and idolatry. As much
as Christ is our example to follow, these two are our example for what not to follow. Because of
their wickedness Ahab and Jezebel faced a death too terrible to think of, and such will be our fate
if we follow in their footsteps. Let us therefore learn in these two the importance of obeying God
and keeping His commandments that we may not face a similar judgment.

Lessons:

x 1 Kings 16:30, 31: For some people it is almost as if it were by nature that they disobey
God (Trivial: light, a thing requiring little effort). We see much of this same attitude
today in those people who are so bold as to sue individuals and even television studios for
mentioning the name of God over the air. These are the people that Paul writes of in
Rom. 1:21- For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give
thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and theiisfodieart was
GDUNHQHG«$QG MXVW DV WKH\ GLG QRW VHH ILW WR D
them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are now progédW LW EH
understood, God is a living God and there is ample evidence for that (Rom. 1:18-20).
Therefore every person who is disobedient toward Him will face His wrath (see 1 Kings
21:17-24).

X We must not fail to apply the above lesson to our society today. The philosophy has been
spreading rapidly that says some crimes are inherent or natural. Let us learn from Ahab
WKDW QR PDWWHU KRZ 3WULYLDO” RU 3QDWXUDO”™ RU 3FR
does not excuse them of their sins. When a person commits homosexuality, adultery,
thievery, covetousness, or any other sin, that person is guilty. Man can make any excuse
they want, but unless that person repents and becomes obedient to God, they will be
punished (2 Thess. 1:5-9).

x 1 Kings 18:16-18: We can tell when a person is dead set in their sins when they accuse
righteous men of being the troublers of a people. This is what Jesus spoke to His disciples
DERXW ZKHQ Blested/ &ré Gosé who have been persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when men cast insult
at you, andoersecute/ou, and say all kirglof evil against you falsely, on account of Me.
Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is gréat so they persecuted the

61



prophets who were before yo@Matt. 5:10-12). Let it be known that no matter how

much men of the world, or even some brethren insult and persecute the righteous, the

righteous are not the ones causing division, truth is only a trouble to those who are not
ZLOOLQJ WR, XPFHSWRMW W3URXEOHG ,VUDHO EXW \RX DQ@
because gu have forsaken the commandments of theLord .LQ JV

1 Kings 18:36-40; 19:1, 2: It is amazing to see people who, though they have witnessed

or have heard report of the power of God, still refuse to submit to Him. Jezebel was one

such person. In spite of the awesome power that God manifest through Elijah, Jezebel

would not turn form her evil ways. In fact, the wickedness of Jezebel was so terrible that

KHU HYLO zZDV XVHG LQ WKH 1HZ 7HVWDPHQW WR UHSU
people from Him.

1 Kings 20:1- KHQ D QDWLRQ LV ZLOOLQJ WR VXEPLW WR *
(vs. 13ff). God can use these nations to punish those who are unwilling to submit to His
will (Vs. 28). Let us pray that our nation is not on the receiving end (1 Tim. 2:1-4).

1 Kings 20:26-43: God does not approve of men who leave the job half finished (vs. 42).
ODQ\ PHQ ZLOO XVH WK I&0o8 desingDOniddcy\Whkit Balrified DD W W
Hos. 6:6) to do exactly what Ahab was condemned for in this passage. When God
specifically commands something it is not mercy to disobey it, it is disobedience. The
same goes with our brethren in the church. God has given a command to rebuke the sinful
and for the sinful to repent. It is not merciful to refrain from practicing discipline on the
unruly, it is disobedience.

1 Kings 21:1- ,Q WKH 1HZ 7THVWDPHQW Z4Adl b Inédtialy ypl&® PDQ G V
(1 Cor. 6:14). The marriage of Ahab and Jezebel is one good reason why. Every person is

tempted by one thing or another. When we marry, or even befriend faithful Christians we

can each help one another to overcome those temptations. When we bind ourselves to

unbelievers however, more often then not, they try to persuade us in the wrong direction.

Ahab, who was from Isragl, married Jezebel of the Sidonians (1 Kings 16:31). What did
-HJHEHO GR ZKHQ $KDE ZzDV WHPSWHG WR WDNH DQRWKH
done for him. We can understand the influence that a sinful person can have on their

spouse, et us not make the same mistake as Ahab.

1 Kings 22:1-28: In the New Testament Paul warned Timothy of a time when men would

turn from the truth and listen to teachers who only taught what the people wanted to hear

(2 Tim. 4:1-5). Though Paul prophesied of the future of the church this same principal

has been true since the beginning. We see this same attitude in Ahab who was willing to

listen to prophets and 400 men who all told him what he wanted to hear, but the only

prophet in that place who would speak the word of God, AKDE ZRXOG Th&&NsKHDU 3
yet one man by whom we may inquire of the Lord, but | hate him, because he does not
prophesy good concerning me, but évilY V $V LI WKLV ZDV QRW IRROL
HYLO KHDUW LV PDQLIHYV WoW l¥rg @hubX ddjke Mdu tD3pekdo e \V 3
nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord Y V " !KHQ DVNHG WR SURSES
$KDE ZDQWHG WR KHDU WKLV RQH\sSHe RBKlides, witet th® LD K U
Lord says to me, that | will speak YV We need to have this same attitude in the

world today. Often we will encounter people who, if we do not teach the bible in the way

WKDW WKH\ OLNH ZLOO DFFXVH XV RI EHLQJ 2OHJDOL

62



FR P P D @/Moever speaks, let him speak,itagere, the utterances of God 3HW
‘H DUH RQ WKLV HDUWK WR REH\ *RG (FFO

x 1 Kings 22:18-40: Those who are stubborn and choose to not hear the words of the Lord
God will reap what they sow.

x 2 Kings 9:36, 37; Rev. 2:20-23: Through the latter half of 1 Kings we read of the
ZLFNHGQHVYV RI WKH ZRPDQ -HJHEHO :H VHH KRZ VKH SH
prophets, how she caused many of the people of God to commit immora acts and
worship other gods. We see her own deception in dealing with her husband sharing with
KLP LQ WKHLU LPPRUDOLW\ DQG HYLO 7KLV ZRPDQYV :
judgment that God pronounced on her is worse than any man would dare to think.

Though she is dead, her wickedness lives on. In Revelation 2 John writes of her
ZLFNHGQHVY SROOXWLQJ WKH FKXUFK MXVW DV LW GLG
a pleasant thought to think of the outcome of those who follow her. It is imperative

therefore that we who are Christians strive evermore to be obedient to God.




Elisha and Naaman

Bible Characters: Lesson 26

3(OLVKD” 3*RG LV 6DYLRU™ RU 36DOYDWLRQ"~
31DDPDQ” 330HDVDQW~’
Text: 1Kings 19:6-2Kings 13:20. Naaman: 2 Kings 5

As the life of the great prophet Elijah began to draw to an end the Lord directed him to select a
predecessor who would fill his place. This young man was Elisha. Elisha was what who showed

great faith in God and a zeal to do His work. He gave up everything to serve God. He killed the

oxen with which he plowed his fields, cooked them using the wood from the plow that the oxen
pulled, and then fed the people with the meat. Truly, this was a man who was devoted to
fulfilling what God had required of him. We would do good to learn from this man. Naaman on

the other hand was not so willing. It was not after much argument that this man was finally
SHUVXDGHG E\ KLV ZRQ VHUYDQW WR REH\ WKH ZRUG RI
true, but as we see the story of Naaman and the life of Elisha, let us be impressed with the power

of God to carry out Hiswill. We can either work with God, or work against Him.

Lessons:

x 1 Kings 19:19-21: There are many in the world who do not know what it is to devote
themselves to God. Elisha was not one of these men. Jesus said that whoever follows

+LP PXVW QRW RQO\ 3SKDWH"~ QRW WKLQN RI PRUH ZRUWK

is to hate his own life. This is the same commitment that Elijah expects of Elisha. Elisha
did not make excuses, but merely asked Elijah if he could say good by to his father and
mother, for Elisha knew as well as Elijah, that to be a prophet is to be aone in the world
DQG WR EH EXV\ DERXW WKH /RUGYV ZRUN .LQJV
3IRU ZKDW KDYH , GRQH Wsthoning of rebikidg B idhe, he wagtathex H
affirming what he had done, bringing to the mind of Elisha what it is that he is getting

KLPVHOI LQWR 2QH PLJKW LQWHUSUHW WKLV HQFRXQW

your shoulders calling you to be a prophet of God. Say goodbye to your family, for from
WKLV WLPH RQ \RX ZLOO EH WKH IRUGYV

‘H PXVW OHDUQ IURP (OLVKDfV ZLOOLQJQHVV WR JR ZL\

servants of God. We are called into a life from which we can never return to our former
life. When we are baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:2-14) we too must bid farewell to our
former life (Luke 9:62; 2 Pet. 2:20-22). Just as Elisha burned his plow and killed his
oxen, we must do so with those things in which we lived before we came to Christ. We
must give our livesto God (Eph. 6:19, 20).

X 2 Kings 2:9-10: Elisha was not asking for twice as much of the prophetic spirit as Elijah
has possessed (i.e., let me be twice as good as you were). Rather, his request relates to

"HXWHURQRP\ ZKHUH WKH ILUVWERUQ VRQ ZDV HQWI




HVWDWH (OLVKD ZDQWHG WR EH GHVLIJQDWHG DV (OLMIL
was not directly within the power of Elijah. Only God could designate a man as spiritual

leader of the nation. If God should grant Elisha the privilege of actually witnessing the

translation of Elijah into heaven, this would be the sign that his request had been granted

(Dunagan).

X 2 Kings 2:15-18: Sometimes men are so stubborn that the only way a person can make
them see their wrong isto let them fall into it.

x 2Kings 2:223-25; Prov. 16:31; 20:29: Honor your elders.

X 2 Kings 4:1-7: God does not leave the helpless desolate. He uses all things to bring about
Hiswill. See also John 11:38-44, esp. vs. 40.

x 2 Kings 4:8-10: It is good to note that this widow knew exactly what a man of God
needed. A room, a bed, atable, a chair and a lamp stand is al that is required for a man
whose life is devoted to God. Be leery of a man who requires luxury in order to preach
the gospel, respect a man who needs only a light to read the scriptures by and a bed to

sleep on.

X 2 Kings 4:11-17: God repays those who give honor to Him and show mercy and kindness
toward His servants.

X 2Kings4:18- 3 $ Q Gll ®@dd bBot avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to
+LP WKRXJK KH EHDUV ORQ8?ZLWK WKHP”~ /XNH

x 2 Kings 4:42-44: Jesus was not the first to feed a multitude with little food. See al'so Matt.
14:13-21.

X 2 Kkings 5:1-19: There are many who desire will only accept salvation if it is brought on a
silver platter. Many today are unwilling obey unless God speaks to them directly. Some
believe that they have to be able to perform miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit
before they can be saved. Naaman though that he needed to perform a grand act of some
sort in order to be healed of his leprosy. It is people like this that want God to save them,
but do not what to know His will. Those today who seek glory fail to realize that God has
chosen the foolish things of this world to bring about the gospel (1 Cor. 1-3). Naaman
could hardly believe it when he found out that all he had to do was dip seven times in the
Jordan (which is not one of the grandest of rivers). He would rather it be some great and
glorious river. One could safely say that the only foolish thing about this situation was

1DDPDQYV GLVIXVW RYHU REH\LQJ VXFK D VLPSOH FRPP|
only thing that is foolish about being baptized for salvation is the people who are
unwilling to accept that it was commanded by God.

x 2 Kings 5:25- 6LQ FDQ EOLQG XV WR YHU\ VLPSOH WUXWKYV V
O\LQJ WR D SURSKHW ~ 6RPH EHOLHYH (OLVKD ZDV UHDC
buying olive groves and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and female servants. Gehazi
must have been thinking at that very moment about what he was going to do with
1DDPDQYV JLIWYV *HKD]JL ZDQWHG WR JHW ULFK TXLFN

X 2 Kings 5:27: The judgment was immediate, as Naaman had been cured instantly; Gehazi
KDG EHHQ VWUXFN LQVWDQWO\ DQG ZHQW RXW IURP (OL\
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disease would be passed down to his descendants. While the guilt of sin is not inherited

(Ezekiel 18:4, 20), the physical consequences of our sins can be inherited (i.e., child born

with aids, cracked babies, poverty, etc.). Yet, such a judgment might in the end save
*HKD]JLYV GHVFHQGDQWY -XGJPHQW FRXOG VHUYH WKH
bringing them to God. (Dunagan)

2 Kings 6:1-7: Understand the importance of returning a borrowed thing back to its
rightful owner. Obviously we cannot perform miracles as Elishadid, but from thiswe can
see the responsibility we have to reimburse the owner of a borrowed object either with
the original, or a new one.

1 Kings 19:17; 2 Kings 9, 10: When God pronounces judgment we can be assured that
His judgment will be carried out as He has said, unless those on whom it is pronounced
repent.

2 Kings 13:14-20: Many preachers today speak of retiring when they get old, but let us
learn from Elisha that when a man devotes his life to the work of the Lord, his work is
never finished until God removes him from this earth. Like Elijah, Moses, Paul, and even
our Lord, we must fight the good fight until the end.
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Jehu

Bible Characters: Lesson 27

3-HKX" '"HILQLWLRQ LV XQFHUWDLQ ORVW OLNHO\ 37KH /LYLC
LV +H

Text: 1Kings 19:16, 17; 2 Kings 9:1-2 Kings 10:36; 2 Chron. 22:7-9.

The story of Jehu is one that has much irony. God sends Elishathe prophet to anoint Jehu as king

over Jerusalem (2 Kings 9:1-13). God then commanded Jehu use his authority to bring judgment

upon the house of Ahab and those who oppose the Lord. In the beginning Jehu seems to be very

godly in his actions and obedience toward God, but toward the end of his life we begin to see
characteristics that are not of a godly nature. God wanted judgment on the wicked, Jehu wanted

to kill people. God wanted obedience and righteousness, Jehu wanted only to kill people and to

do what he desired (2 Kings 10:9-31). We see in Jehu an example of those who get so caught up

LQ WKH /RUGYTV MXGJPHQWY WKDW WKH\ IDLO WR VHH +LV U]
God for righteousness sake.

Lessons:

X 2 Kings 10:1-29; Hosea 1:4, 5; 1 Cor. 13:1-4: God commanded Jehu to execute judgment
on the house of Ahab (2 Kings 9:6-7). It is interesting to read however that though Jehu
did exactly as God commanded him concerning the household of Ahab and the
worshipers of Baal (2 Kings 9:10-10:28), God was displeased with Jehu. Many people
may be confused by this because it is hard to understand why God would be displeased
with a man who did exactly as He said. It is in stories such as this that we must have an
understanding of the spiritual nature of God and the spiritual requirements God has for
His people. God was not displeased with Jehu because he killed all those people; rather,
that is what pleased Him (10:30). God was displeased because, though Jehu obeyed, he
did not do it for the sake of obedience. Jehu obeyed because of the pleasure he took in
killing all of those people. God expects absolute obedience to His will, but even that is
vain if we do not obey for the right reasons (1 Cor. 13:1-4).

X Like Jehu, there are Christians who will heartily agree with certain aspects of
Christianity. In fact there are many who are zealous to pronounce judgment on men who
GR QRW DJUHH ZLWK WKHP RQ WKH VFULSWXUHV %XW .
people do not want to hear, then they no longer want to follow it (2 Kings 10:19-31). We
PXVW EH FDUHIXO QRW RQO\ WR REH\ *RGYV FRPPDQGYV
Consider what we are to add to our faith in 2 Peter 1: 5-7. Every attribute is of a mental
and spiritual nature. Sure we are to obey God, but if we do not have the spiritual
attributes that go along with it, our obedience is in vain when it comes to the salvation of
our soul.

X .LQJV 7KHUH DUH SHRSOH ZKR JHW VR FDXJKW
fall to seethe ULJIKWHRXVQHVV RI *RGYV FRPPDQGV 7KH\ WDN
things that go against what they want (vs. 28), but when it comes down to it, they are
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RQO\ GRLQJ LW IRU WKHPVHOYHV YV 7TKRXJK *RGTV O
to destroy aQG UHPRYH SHRSOH ZKR RSSRVH XV EXW WR GF

people. That is why Ahab and the worshipers of Baal were to be removed from Isradl,
and that is why the disobedient and unruly are to be removed from the church. Unlike the
Old Testament however, we have more of an opportunity for repentance. We must
therefore be more eager to accept those who repent than to cast out those who do not.

2 Kings 9:34-37: Jehu seemed to be somewhat unaffected by death as we see his
unconcerned attitude toward the corpse of Jezebel. As Christians we are to rebuke the
unruly and sinful and strive to help them correct their sinful actions. We must be careful
however not to develop a caloused attitude as Jehu did. For some, it seems more
pleasurable to rebuke a brother and pronounce condemnation than to see that brother
UHSHQW :KHQ ZH FDUU\ RXW *RGYV G LY 2 3hest QG
7LW ZH DUH WR GR LW RXW RI D FRQFHUQ

2 Kings 10:15-17; Jer. 35:1-9: Consider the Rechabites for even in the midst of an evil
generation they show usthat it is possible to be devoted and godly.

2 Kings 10:31: Even though there are men who seem to do good things in their lifetime,
in the end the true motivation of the heart will be revealed (1 Cor. 4:5). Let us make sure
our heart is pure and our zedl isfor the Lord.

LQ WKF
IRU WK



Hezekiah

Bible Characters: Lesson 28

8+ HJHNLDK" 3-HKRYDK LV P\ VWUHQJWK” RU 37KH PLJKW LV -H
Text: 2Kings 16:20-21:3; 2 Chron. 28:27-33:3

King Hezekigh LV D WULEXWH WR WKH KLVWRU\ RI *RGYV SHRSOH
that faithful leaders were few and far between. Hezekiah was one of those few as is it said of

KLP 3$QG KH GLG ULJKW LQ WKH VLJKW RI| VDKM GRKD3G DFRA M
(18:3). Though he became king at somewhat of a young age (25, 18:2), Hezekiah walked with

wisdom and afaith greater than even many of the aged of his day. This is the faith that we need

to strive for. As Paul instructed Timothy in 1 Tim. 4 S/ HW QR RQH GHVSLVH \R.
Though he was still somewhat ayouth, Hezekiah was not one to let others despise him. Hezekiah

put the good of His people before his own pride (18:9-16) and he put His faith in the almighty

God (19:1-7, 14-19). He did not let the blasphemies of idolatrous men deteriorate his trust in

God. Nor did he allow his power to turn him from obeying the will of God. Indeed, this is a man

that all leaders, both young and old, can learn from.

Lessons:

x 2 Kings 17: After reading chapter seventeen we see the great evil that the children of
Israel did against the Lord God. Notice all the instruction that God had offered the people
(17:13, 14), yet they did not follow Him (vs. 15). God punished the people, yet they did
not turn to obey Him (vs. 18, 19). Even when they did set up a worship system according
to the command of the Lord (17:32) and worshiped Him there, they continued in their
SDJDQ ZRUVKLS DV ZHOO YV $V WKH /RUGYYV SHRSOH
great notice of this. It is not possible to please God and continue in our evil ways at the
same time. Many people may think that they are right with God because they worship
Him the way He says, but if our life outside of our general worship is not right, then our
worship isinvain (vs. 33, 34).

x 2 Kings 18:1-8 Though many people may be satisfied with partly obeying the
commandments of the Lord, God desires servants who are willing to do all things that are
SULJKW LQ WKH VLJK WR WKH /R UGnan. Even in theliidistl&f DK ZD V
WKLV HYLO JHQHUDWLRQ FK +H]J]HNLDK ZDV ZLOOLQJ
people. As we noted aove it is not enough to simply obey just enough to feel like we are
doing what God wants. We learn from Hezekiah that we are to do all that the Lord
requires, which includes casting off our ungodly practices (vs. 4). Many of the leaders in
WKH FKXUFKHV WRGD\ DUH VDWLVILHG ZLWK WDNLQJ
controversial issues and there will be no controvHUV\ =~ 7KLV LV QRW WKH SKL
expects of His people. Hezekiah shows us that we must confront the things that divide us
(i.e. false doctrines, unscriptural practices, etc.) and remove them from the midst of the
SHRSOH 2QO\ WKRVH RURB 3WUYXVWZLQOWKROG IDVW WR
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depart from following Him (vs. 6). When we do this then we will be keeping the
commandments that the Lord has commanded us, and the Lord will be with us (vs. 7, 8).

2 Kings 18:9- 37KLV WHI[W U tbB #r&dy sovér€ IiRAKMBs 17:1- pZLWK
WKH LOQOWHQWLRQ RI GHPRQVWUDWLQJ +H]J]HNLDKYfV DZDUI
Assyria. The passage aso reminds readers that the fundamental reason Samaria fell was

its spiritual rebellion, not merely LWV UHIXVDO WR REH\ $VV\ULD DQ\ Ol
In 725, Hezekiah saw the Assyrians were powerful, and he knew the consequences of

rebelling against them +but he had greater faith and confidence in God! Are we willing

to rebel against the sinful culture around us and face ridicule? Are we willing to pay the

SULFH RI EHLQJ IDLWKIXO"" 'XQDJDQ

8+HUH LV RQH PRUH SODFH LQ WKH ELEOH ZKHUH ZH KDY
biblical account. Sennacherib, like many other kings, left a record of his own
accomplishments, details of his eight military expeditions, including this one against

Judah. There he claims to have captured forty-six mgjor cities and an unspecified number

Rl YLOODJHV LQ -XGDK DQG KHPPHG XS +IHVHKNRD KW\Q B3k
It is facts like this that prove the inspiration of the scriptures.

2 Kings 18:17-37: There are many today to try to persuade men to do wrong, claiming

that they speak the words of God. Indeed this can be a powerful tool. History shows us

that the one thing that can be more powerful than money and persecution to influence a

people is the influence of religion. Evidently this Rabshakeh understood this and tried to

use it to overthrow Judah. There are times when men will come into the churches with

this same approach attempting to overthrow the faith of the people of God. We, as the

children of God, must know His word and must turn our ears from the unfaithful wolves

who only seek to devour us (Acts 20:29- 3% XW WKH SHRSOHNKHOG Wt
DQVZHUHG KLP QRW D ZRUG IRU WKH NLQJV FRPPDQGPF}
must know how to respond to those who attempt to overthrow our faith.

2Kings19:1- :KHQ PHQ GR DWWHPSW WR RYHUWKURZ WKH /R
to go first to the Lord and pray for guidance. It is when we begin to lean on our own
understanding and ability that we will fail. Hezekiah shows us the benefits of turning to

WKH /RUG *RG IRU JXLGDQFH LQ DOO WKLQJV IRU LQ Ut}
LordsaiG 'R QRW EH DIUDLG RI WKH ZRUGV ZKLFK \RX KDY
of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. Surely | will send a spirit upon him, and he

shall hear arumor and return to his own land; and | will cause him to fall by the sword in

KLV RZQ ODQG” YV

2 Kings 19:8- 6RPH PHQ QHYHU JLYH XS EXW DUH DOZD\V
people. At the same time those who are with the Lord must never stop seeking the Lord
DV +HJHNLDK KDV VKRZQ XV 37KHQ HHGH NDL(DX \SIDB H &2 HR
God of Isradl, the One who dwells between the cherubim, You are God, You alone, of all
WKH NLQJGRPV RI WKH HDUWK <RX KDYH PDGH KHDYHQ L

.LQJV 7KLV LV RQH H[DPSOH RI KRZ WKH 3HIIHFWL"
PDQ DYDLOV PXFK” -DPHV

2Kings 19:21-37: Let us understand the outcome of those who rebel against the Lord, for
if we choose to walk in the footsteps of Senacherib, our outcome will be the same.
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.LQJV S6RPH FRPPHQWDW R sdli/selidg-rayek bt | Beevel LQ G R |

they are misguided in making this accusation. First, the Assyrian issue had not yet been

resolved, because verse 6 puts deliverance from Sennacherib in the future. Hezekiah did

not want to give the Assyrians the advantage and to leave his people leaderless at such a

crucial time. HE might have felt that his death would give Sennacherib something to

boast about. Second, if putting his house in order involved naming a successor, he was in

trouble because his son Manasseh was still too young to be king. Third, it was only

natural that a hard working, dedicated and faithful king would want to continue to serve

God and His people.

It is alright to pray for length of days, for God honored this prayer. In addition, Hezekiah

knew he was right with God, or he had walked before God in truth with a whole heart,

DQG KDG GRQH ZKDW zZDV ULJKW ,Q RWKHU WHUPV +H]F
deceit in his faith and his faith was active, he had been obedient to the Divine will

expressed in the Scriptures. We run into a good number of people today who want to

muddy the water and insist that everyone is habitually doing something that is wrong,

even the most devout Christian. But Hezekiah disagrees, he knew that he had been

walking in the light (1 John 1:5ff), he knew that his faith was genuine and that he had

EHHQ REHGLHQW WR *RG unu7KH NLQJYV SUD\HU LV D PRC
seriousillness. He fist called upon Yahweh to remember how he had tried his very best to

walk throughout life so as to meet with divine approval. This was not presumptuous self-
righteousness. Hezekiah knew that he honestly had endeavored to serve God and do His

ZLOOY 6PLWK S &DQ ZH GR WKH VDPH" 'XQDJDQ
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Josiah

Bible Characters: Lesson 29

3-RVLDK” 30D\ -HKRYDK JLYH” RU 3:KRP -HKRYDK KHDOV"’
Text: 1Kings 13:2; 2 Kings 21:24-23:34; 2 Chron. 33:25-36:1.

-HV XV V Dunesswdoulaky cdnverted and become as little children, you will by no means

enter the kingdom of heaven 0 D W BY. When Josiah began his reign as king he was a child,

similar to what we are to be like when we are converted. When we look at the life of Josiah we

FDQ VHH KRZ D SHUVRQTV KHDUW LV WR EH ZKHQ WKH\ WXUC(
and forthright, just as Josiah was. What honesty, passion, and conviction Josiah had for the Lord.

2K WKDW DOO RI *RGYfV SHRSOH ZRXOG OHDUQ IURP WKLV PL
the kingdom of God. By his intense faith and desire to do the will of God Josiah was known.

There was no king before him nor was there any king after him that served the Lord God with

such faithful obedience. There is much that all men can learn from this king. When we read the

word of God, let us all strive to have the conviction that Josiah had.

Lessons:

x 2 Kings 22:1, 2: Josiah did not turn to the right hand or to the left. Notice that in order to be
faithful to God one must go in a strait line; That is, we must do al that God commanded.
There are many Christians who feel they are obedient even when they knowingly do things
WKDW DUH ZURQJ DV ORQJ DV WKH\ JHW DW OHDVW D IHZ
Jehu who did most of what God wanted by destroying the Baals and those who worshiped
them, but ended up worshiping some other god besides the Lord God (2 Kings 10:29-31).
Today many people are very liberal in their obedience to the scriptures, that is to say, they
EHOLHYH WKDW WKH\ GR QRW KDYH WR GR H[DFWO\ ZKDW
these have gone to the right. At the same time there are those who insist on placing harsh and
burdensome requirements on people that are not written in the scriptures (much like the
Pharisees, Matt. 23:4). These are those who believe that we must do exactly as God says
(which is good) but at the same time add requirements to the law to make it even more strict
WKDW ZKDW *RG LQWHQGHG 7KHVH DUH WKRVH ZKR FOD
FRQVHUYDWLYH ~ /HW XV VD\ WKDW WKHYV Hervalsvtéigg) RQH WR
neither to the left, nor to the right. We do not have the authority to bind things that are not
written, and we have the obligation to obey al that is written. This is what Moses meant
when he gave his instruction in Deut. 4:2. We must strive to be like Josiah and not turn to the
right hand or to the left.

X 2 Kings 22:1: The actions of a person are determined by the will of that person. When a
person makes foolish choices in their life time many tend to blame it on their up bringing.
- RV L f2kKeff Was one who did wickedness in his days (2 Kings 20:20) but Josiah prevailed
over that influence to walk in righteousness. All men have a choice to do what is right in the
sight of God, whether or not we choose to do it is up to us. Only remember this, even an

72



eight year old boy is capable of walking in the way of the Lord, there is no reason why a
grown man cannot to the same.

2 Kings 21:10- +RZ PDQ\ SHRSOH ZKHQ WKH\ KDYH KHDUG WKF
so moved that they tear their clothes because of the conviction of their heart? Too often when

the scriptures are read in the homes or in the churches they are read without a second thought

by those who hear. There are many who are condemned by the scriptures but are not moved

because of the hardness of their hearts. In our society today if a word is meant to convict a

person the popular response is to take it as insult. Oh that we would have the mind of Josiah

when we read the scriptures and are caught in our evil ways that we would tear our clothes

DQG EHJ IRUJLYHQHVYV RHumble louRRdlV€s iR hé&Jsigir &f the Lord and

He will lift you up" -DPHV Becausaiyour heart was tender, and you humbled
yourself before the Lord when you heard what | spoke against this placagaitst its
inhabitants, that they would become a desolation and a curse, and you tore your clothes and
wept before Me, | also have heard ydays the Lord (2 Kings 22:19).

.LQJV Then the king stood by a pillar and made a covenant before ttig tico
follow the Lord and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes, with all
his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this
book” +RZ FRQILGHQW DUH ZH WR VD\ W KeMrdiih &dlff H REH\
our heart and with all of our soul? Few people can claim to have attained this faithfulness.
Imagine the great loyalty, zeal and diligence that is needed to be able to serve the Lord God
with such passion. Thisiswhat God desiresfRU DOO Rl +LV SHRSOH DQG WKLV
people ought to be striving for. In Eccl. 12:13 we are told that to fear God and obey His
FRPPDQGPHQWYVY LV PDQYY DOO *RGYfV SHRSOH DUH WKRVEH
our soul purpose, are willing to give their lives to accomplish it. Let us learn from Josiah the
attitude that we are expected to have in our service to God.

2 Kings 23:5- 6HH DOO WKDW -RVLDK GLG WR SXULI\ *RGYfV SH
goneinto thedepthsof wWicNHG LGRODWU\ DQG ILOWK RI WKH ZRUOG |C(
it is required that we all do as Josiah did but in our own lives. When we were in our sins we

were as Jerusalem who had forsaken the Lord God to serve other gods. We were defiled in

the filth of the world. But because of the blood of Jesus Christ we have the ability to cleans

ourselves just as Josiah did the people of God. But in order to do so we must be willing to

destroy al those things in our lives that are evil in the sight of God. The same goes for the

church of God. Just as Josiah removed al the idolatrous articles and men from the temple of

God we must remove those things that defile us from the church. Where there are men who

teach false doctrines and distort the truth, we must remove them from our midst (Titus 3:10).

Where there are evil practices we must be rid of them (1 Cor. 5; Rom. 6:6). We must turn to

the Lord with all our heart, with all our soul and with all our might, according to all the Law

of Christ (2 Kings 23:25).

2 Kings 23:26, 27: Let us learn from this passage that no matter how faithful we are to God
after sin, there are still consequences for our sin. When we touch afire, we will burn and scar
no matter how sorry we are. When a person commits fornication, they may have to end up
taking care of a baby. When a person steals, they may have to end up going to prison. But let
us know this; hell is far worse than any punishment we can face on this earth. Fear the Lord
and keep His commandments.

73



Fzra

Bible Characters: Lesson 30

3(JuD” 3+HOS”’
Text: The Book of Ezra; Neh. 8:1-13; 12; 26-36.

Ezra was a man who showed true desire and true zeal for the Lord God. One of the greatest

things about this man is that he was not willing to allow his zeal to thrive without knowledge.

‘H FDQQRW VSHDN VR ZHOO RI PDQ\ RI WKH -HZV LQ 3DXOfV
people of today. One things that we can be sure of is that Ezra shows us what it is to truly seek

after God. We must not fail to notice in the story of EzrathaW WKRXJK *RGfV SHRSOH K
captivity for several decades, out of touch with the Law of God for al this time, the people did

QRW IDLO WR IROORZ *RGYfV ODZ H[DFWO\ DV LW ZDV ZULWWt
*RGYTV ZRUG H @ @ hbhindtter Rdu Holg it has been since it was first written down,

God requires perfect obedience to it. Ezra understood this and by his example he helps us to do

the same.

Lessons:

X Ezra7:10: Ezrawas not merely a man who learned enough of the law to get away with a
good grade. He prepared his heart to not only learn the law, but to practice it and teach it.
7R SUHSDUH RQHYV KHDUW IRU VXFK D WDVN LV QR VPD!
such atask is to understand that it will be a life long struggle and commitment. Little do
most people know that this same undertaking (to prepare our hearts to seek the Lord) is
expected of all of all men (Eccl. 12:13). Proverbs 16 helps us to understand our need to
SUHSDUH R XU KHD UWhépdaratidhsidd tha ikelrt beldhG to fnan, but the
answer of the tongue is from the L6rd Commit your works to the Lorednd your
thoughts will be establishéd $3PDQYV KHDUW SODQV KLV zZzD\ EX
his steps , W ludto Xrgpald &ir selves to serve God. When our desire is only
to please Him and to serve Him then He directs our steps in the way of the righteous. But
if we have prepared our heart to serve only ourselves, then our steps are directed in the
way of theuQULIKWHRXYV 7KXV LI ZH G ptaphrd burViéa@svtdsaekR Q ZH
the law of the Lord” D Q@anrait our works to the Lord 3 an the first day of the fifth
month he came to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his God upon him. For Ezra
had prepared his heart teeek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach statues and
ordinances in Israel”

x Ezra7:18: In giving Israel instructions on what to do with the money and riches that the
king gave for the building of the temple, Artaxerxes shows an attitude that al who serve
WKH /RUG PXVW KDYH ,Q WKH ILUVW SRUAWdWw@teRer KLV LQ
seems good to you and your brethren to do with the rest of the silver and 'gdddR V W
who cal themselves religious will take this statement alone and apply it to ther
REHGLHQFH WR *RGYV ZRUG 7KH\ ZLOO VD\ 3:KDW HYHU
*RG WKDW LV ZKDW ZH ZLOO GR =~ %XW OLWWOH GR WKH
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punish those who believe this. Thankfully Artexerxes did stop there. He told the leaders

to do with the silver and gold as they pleased, but added something that we should never

| R UJBoM acécording to the will of your God 7KXV ZH PXVW GR ZKDW VHE
XV VR ORQJ DV LW LV RQO\ *RGYV ZLOO

Ezra 7:11-27: Notice in verse 27 that even though it was a gentile king who gave these
instructions that Ezra first gave praise and glory to God. Not only are we to pray to God
for our leaders (1 Tim. 2:1-2), but when those leaders do what is good in the sight of God
we must not forget to praise God for putting such aman into authority.

(JuD /LNH (JUD LW LV JRRG IRU DOO RI *RGYV SHRSC
God is always upon us.

Ezra 8:18: When good things happen to us let us not be puffed up and arrogant, for the
Lord causes all good things to come about. Let us rather humble ourselves and give the
glory to God, for it is His good hand that blesses us, not our own.

Ezra 8:21- ,QGHHG ZH PXVNWMDI® aurseh¢d bhef@@reVolr Gao seek

from Him the right way for us and our little ones and all our possessionsH P XV W
notice the faith that Ezra continually shows in his leadership of Israel. Always is his faith

placed in the power of God and his praise and glory directed toward God. Ezra
XQGHUVWRRG VRPHWKLQJ WIKéRAhdZAf ol XoboWws upah YalHthoslkeR U JH W
for good who seek him, but His power and wrath are against all those who forsake Him.

(See also Rom. 8:28)

Ezra 9:1-6: How often do we tremble at the words of the God of Israel? Ezra knew the

Law of God. When it was made known to him that many of the people of God had
transgressed His law by marrying people whom they were not authorized to marry Ezra

V D L Gore®my garment and my robe, and plucked out sdrigechair of my head and

beard, and sat down astonished 7TRGD\ LW LV D UDUH WKLQJ WR ILQG
fear the Lord in such away. Often, when men find that the things that they do transgress

the law of God they do not humble themselves as Ezra did. They do not fear nor tremble

at the words of God. Instead they change its meaning in an attempt to justify their actions.

We would do good to learn this lesson from Ezra, that when we know we are in the

wrong we must humble ourselves before God and tremble at His words. Unless we are

too ashamed and humiliated to lift up our face to God when our iniquities have risen

higher than our heads and our guilt has grown up to the heaven, we will surely die.
7TKHUHIRUH ZH PXVW 3KXPE ORI RAXHH HROYG'Y LVWKH VLIKW

Ezra 9:8-10: Let us understand that for a little while grace has been shown from the Lord,

not because he allows us to live in sin, but because He has allowed usto live even though

ZH KDYH VLQQHG *RG VKR ZHnereXxl&es) YeDGoH difl kbFfDr3gkéH 327 H

XV =~ 7KDW LV WR VD\ WKDW WRGD\ ZH ZHUH VODYHV RI VL
deserve death. Therefore let us give thanks and obedience to God our Father and Savior.

Ezra 10:1: Sin is no small matter. When Ezra learned of the transgressions of the people
he wept as he prayed to God. Let us strive to have this same tender conscience and desire
for righteousness (Matt. 5:6).
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x Ezra 10: When we sin let us understand that the only way we can be forgiven is if we
repent and turn from our sins. The Jews had to put away their foreign wives, even if they
had children by them. Let us understand that no sacrifice is too great for those who truly
VHHN W KY¢t ifrdée®] cdunt all things at loss for the excelleri¢cbeknowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as
rubbish that | may gain Christ 3KLO

Xx 1HK 7TDNH QRWLFH RI WKH UHVSHFW DQG KRQRU WKDYV
SAnd Ezra opeed the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all
the people;and when he opened it, all the people stood up RGfV ZRUG LV QR
LPSRUWDQW WRGD\ WKDQ LW ZDV EDFN WKHQ /HW XV WI
weaeGRGTV SHRSOH WRGD\
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Nehemiah

Bible Characters: Lesson 31

31HKHPLDK" 3& RQVRODWLRQ RI WKH /RUG " RU 37KH /RUG &RP
Text: The Book of Nehemiah; Ezra 2:2

3,Q % & \HDV DIWHU (JUDYV UHWXU®), MekemiaH llsoVDOHP
returned and God used him to guide Judah in rebuilding the cities walls and in reordering the
SHRSOHYV VRFLDO DQG HFRQRPLF OLYHV™ 'XQDJDQ /LNH (]
for the condition of his people and was devoted to doing the will of God. Throughout
1HKHPLDKYV OLIH ZH VHH DQ H[DPSOH RI WKH FRQFHUQ DQG
FKXUFK ZKLFK LV QRZ *RGfV SHRSOH ,W LV DPD]LQJ WR VHH
*RGYV FRPPDQGYV DQG ZLWK ZKLFK eiddetd thdE ad lo2¢a destvéyedd ZD OO L
140 years earlier. Indeed we can see in this man the zeal that we must have in our work in the

church of Christ. Let us learn from the devotion, persistence, faithful prayer and loyalty that

Nehemiah exhibited in his life.

Lessons:

x 1HK 7KLV TXHVWLRQLQJ LQGLFDWHYV 1HKHPLDKYV GH
WKRVH ZKR OLYHG IDU DzZzD\ 7RGD\ &KULVWLDQV QHHG
peoplein other areas of the world (2 Cor. 11:28). (Dunagan)

X Neh. 1:6-7: Nehemiah knew why Jerusalem had been destroyed 140 years earlier. Neither
does Nehemiah excuse himself or his family from the sins committed by the nation of
Israel. Anyone who honestly stands before God will see his own sins (Isa. 6:1-5; Luke
5:8). Note, Nehemiah did not blame God for what had happened to Jerusalem, neither
GRHVY KH EODPH *RG IRU WKH VRUU\ FRQGLWLRQ RI *RGT
why life has been rough for Isradl, i.e., they had violated the covenant many times over
(Dunagan). Neither did Nehemiah try to justify the sins of his family. Often when a
person is in sin a few family members attempt to comfort them and justify them rather
than pull them from their sin. Nehemiah understood that what is wrong is wrong and
family ties do not change that. We must understand this too.

X Neh. 2:1: Some four months after Nehemiah hear the bad news, in the month of Nisan
(march-April), Nehemiah was scheduled for his duties in the palace. This was the
opportunity for which he had been praying. Note: it had been four months since he had
heard the bad news, and his sadness had not been atemporary or superficial sadness. This
also reveals how long Nehemiah had persisted in his praying and fasting.

x 2:7-8: Nehemiah seized the opportunity before him and asked for everything he needed to
make this a successful endeavor. He asked for passport letters which would allow him to
travel without provincial interfere en route to Judah. He further requested a letter to the

RYHUVHHU RI WKH NLQ A4 {pxobabRyUrH \¢bahvh) aghoki¢iKgHa debht o R
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timber to be used in reconstructing the gates of the city. Let us learn form Nehemiah to be

men and women of prayer, to have boldness in asking people to study the Scriptures with

us, to seize the opportuniteV ZKHQ WKH\ DUH SUHVHQWHG DQG WR K
are impressed with the realism and boldness of these requests, so too was the king.

Vagueness, at this point, would have shown up the project as a mere dream or sudden
LPSXOVH" .LQGHU S

2 37KDW ZH PD\ QR ORQJHU EH D UHSURDFK”™ B36RPHW
VKDUSO\ ZKDW KDV EHHQ VRIWHQHG E\ IDPLOLDULW\ 1HI
WKH GHELW VLGH LW LV WKH GLVJUDFH R -HdsXMDOHP YV
which strikes him ---IRU -HUXVDOHP VKRXOG EH VHHQ DV upWKH Fl
RI DOO WKH HDUWKY" .LGQHU S 7KLV VDPH WKLQJV I
was redlistic; there was a lot of work to be done. Yet, how could godly people alow

Jerusalem, the city which God has chosen to remain in such a sorry condition? Are we

this zealous about seeing that the congregation of which we are members is growing,

active, and faithful?

Neh. 3:5: In every endeavor there will be those who will not cooperate. We must simply

learn that 100% participation probably will never happen, but great things can still be
DFFRPSOLVKHG ZLWK OHVV WKDQ LQYROYHPHQW
protection of the refurbished wall, but they would not lift a finger to get the job
GRQH«WKH\ KDYH JRQH GRZQ LQ LQIDP\ DV PHQ ZKR ZR X(
WKH WUXO\ JUHDW WULXPSKV RI GLYLQH KLVWRU\" :LQW
example, the common men of Tekoa will rebuild this section and take on another section

(3:27). We simply must not allow thenon-LQYROYHPHQW RI RWKHUV GLVFR>
vivid touch, a glimpse of petty pride rather than half-heartedness. The unbending neck is

a standard picture of this unbendind DWWLWXGH«+RZHYHU LI WKH QR
ILIXUH«WKH UHVW RI WKHLU FRPPXQLW\ KDG QRWKLQJ W

1HK ,QVWHDG RI JHWWLQJ GLVFRXUDJHG RYHU VHWE
to realize that opposition will always exist. There will never be a time when everything

goes smoothly or perfectly or even when every professed believer acts like a believer.

The goal is not perfection; rather the goal is to keep on working despite things which

could discourage us.
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Fsther

Bible Characters: Lesson 32

3(VWKHU” 3$ 6WDU"
Text: The Book of Esther

The unique feature of the book of Esther is that it is the only book in the Bible that does not
PHQWLRQ *RG 3$QG \HW *RGYfV SURYLGHQWLDO ZRUMNLQJIV DC
men is probably more powerfully demonstrated in this book than any other book in the Bible.
S(VWKHU LPSOLFLWO\ WHDFKHV *RGYV SURYLGHQWLDO FDUH
VHOHFWLRQ DV KHU VXFFHVVRU D Q GagamtUlee Hifddnfl isGLVFR Y |
VXEVHTXHQW UHZDUG DUH RQO\ D IHZ RI WKH PDQ\ pFKDQFH
*RGTV zD\ Rl HITHFWLQJ WKH GHOLYHUDQFH RI +LV SHRSOH Il
(Dunagan)

Lessons:

x Esther 1:.1-2:11: In WKLY ERRN ZH VHH *RGYV SURYLGHQWLDO ZR
VKRUWFRPLQJV ORUGHFDL PD\ KDYH PHDQW ZHOO EXW \
almost meant her undoing as well as that of her people. | do not know of any reason why
Esther hadtoteOO SHRSOH VKH ZDV -HZLVK EXW LI ORUGHFDLY
lesson we learn is that God protected and used Esther and Mordecal in spite of their
shortcomings.

x Esther 2:15: Esther impressed the people who came into contact with her. Apparently
Esther did not place all her confidence in her physical appearance, but was a woman who
had inner beauty as well (1 Peter 3:1ff).

x Esther 2:17-20: Esther finds favor in the eyes of the king more than all the other virgins
and is given the position which once belonged to Vashti. Yet, even with such a position
of power, she did not become arrogant, but still submitted to the advice of Mordecai.
S3(VWKHU KDG EHHQ FDUHIXO WR NHHS KHU QDWLRQDOLW
From the time she first came under his care, she had been obedient to his commands and
continued to listen to him, even after being elevated to the position of queen. Her
FRQWLQXHG REHGLHQFH WR ORUGHFDL EHFRPHYV LPSRUW
proves to be a good lesson for the zealous young men and women who are eager to be
freed from the authority of their parents. A wise person is one who realizes that their
parents have lived the life that they are about to live and therefore submit themselves to
their parents out of respect for their age and for the wisdom that they have gain through
theyears.

X Esther 3-7: We will be condemned if we allow our fears to keep us from doing what is
right (Esther 4:13, 14; Rev. 21:8).

0 Having aposition of influence places us under a greater responsibility.
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o0 God will work and God will deliver, we have the choice as to whether we will be
*RGTV WRROV LQ VXFK DFWLYLW\ 7LP 1

0 God does not need us, His work will continue if we do not act, but we will be the
loser in the end if we draw back and sit on the sidelines.

o J)HHOLQJVY FDQ EH D YHU\ LQDFFXUDWH JXLGH (VWKHU
FDOOHG PH IRU D PRQWK DQG , MXVW GR QRW IHHO W
timesin life when you have to just do what is right, regardless of the circumstances.

o ORUGHFDL ZDV KXPEOH ZKHQ LW FDPH WR *RGYV SURY|
86 XUHO\ \RX DUH WKH SHUVRQ WKDW *RG ZLOO XVH W
3$QG ZKR NQRZV"" 3,Q D FUL\sHNreWadMoK mewd pogtiod. X FK DV
J)DLOXUH WR GHFLGH EULQJY SHUVRQDO ORVV DQG Pl

SXUSRVH" %UHQHPDQ S ORUGHFDL UHPLQGV KHU
PD\ KDYH EHHQ *RGfV ZD\ RI REW®LQLQJ D VDYLRU IRU
Esther 4:15- (VWKHU GRHV QRW VLPSO\ UXVK LQWR WKH NL

the proper preparations, prayer and fasting. She counts the cost and is prepared to
sacrifice her life. She also sees the big picture. What is the use of saving herself, if all her
people including Mordecal are slain? Do we have faith like this? Are we prepared to give
RXU OLYHV RU WR VXIIHU LQ VHHLQJ WKDW *RGTfV ZLOO
ORVH IULHQGV " 31 , RITHQG SHROMKHEZLWK WKH WUXWK |,

Today, Christians have much in common with the world in which Mordecai and Esther
lived. Christians are scattered throughout the world and often face opposition. Like in the
days of Esther, today God does not directly intervene or work a miracle to deliver or act,
and yet like the events in this book, God today is powerfully working behind the scenes.




Job

Bible Characters: Lesson 33

3-RE” B33HUVHFXWHG =~ 37KH WKLUG VRQ RI ,VVDFKDU *HQ

H-DVKXE § &KURQ ’
Text: The Book of Job

Throughout the book of Job we see the glory of God, the testing that Satan brings upon men, the
foolishness of men, the wisdom of God and the power of God through His creation. Specifically
from the life of Job however what might be the most dominant lesson that we are to learn is

S D W L th@eedHwe3count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job

and seen the end intended by the Lettat the Lord is very compassionate and mer€ifuk D V
7K LV dador@nfievivas more than physical. He endured the pressure from his wife to
curse God (2:9). He endured false condemnation from his peers (ch. 4-37). This being added to
the loss of all of his children and land and crops. And if this mental and spiritua suffering was
not bad enough Job was plagued with boils and other fleshly diseases. There is no doubt that Job
was tempted. Through his trials Job did have the desire to question God concerning this

treatment, but when most would have collapsed and complanHG 3ZK\ PH ZK\ PH "~ -RE Gl

collapse. When God questioned Job, though Job was somewhat disturbed by what had hgppened,
he came to his senses and humbled himself before the amighty God. Let us be motivated to do
the same, for we have no excuse after seeing what Job has gone through.

Lessons:

X The book of Job provides an answer to the challenge made by Satan (1:6-12). There are
people who will serve God even in adversity, for God is worthy of our praise apart from
the blessings He provides. May we be such people! That does not mean we will not
have questions for which answers cannot be found in this life. But with the book of Job
we can learn how the righteous should suffer, how careful we should be in comforting the
suffering, and to accept the fact that we can never fully comprehend God's working in our
lives and in the world. From the book of Job, we should see the need to have the faith
beautifully expressed by the prophet Habakkuk: Though the fig tree may not blossom,
Nor fruit be on the vinesthough the labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no
food; Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls;
Yet | will rejoice in the LORD, | will joy in the God of my salvation. The LORD God is
my strengthHe will make my feditke deer's feet, And He will make me walk on my high
hills © (Hab. 3:17-19).

x Job. 7:7: Job is able to teach us the understanding that we ought to have in planning our

O L I®h, rémember that myfdi is a breath! My eye will never agasee good” 2XU OLYHV

are but breaths in time, but God is an everlasting Rock. Therefore if we establish our lives
in Him, our lives will not be in vain (Prov. 16).

Xx -RE "KHQ ZH WXUQ WR *RGYTV ZRUG IRU FRXQVHO
themRVW :LVH 7KH 3VDOPLVW GHFODUHG WKDW *RGfV ZR
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his teachers and the aged. While many men fail to understand the value of wisdom, Job
GHFODUB@& undemdtavids its way, And He knows its place’ KHUH LV QR JUH
sourFH Rl ZLVH FRXQVHO WKDQ *RGYTV ZRUG

Job 1:6-12; 7:17-20: When tested by God many people do not understand why they are to
suffer. Job had questions concerning this as well. As we read through this book let us
understand that God does not test man (tempt, or entice) to sin (Jas. 1:13). The Devil is
the only tempter of men (Matt. 4:1, 3), which temptation men can resist if they so choose
(Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:8-9). God does however test the heart of a man; that is He examines,
scrutinizes, tries, or proves our heart (Ps. 17:3). God does not test men, or alow men to
be tested because He does not know the heart of a man, but because He does no the heart
of a man and He seeks to strengthen that (1 Chron. 28:9; John 2:24-25). Through His
word and His providence God allows opportunities for our faith to be tested (examined,
proved, tried). These are occasions for the heart to reveal itself in faithful obedience and
trustful dependence upon God. Let us strive to be strengthened by our trials.

As a side note it is interesting to see that thousands of years before man made some
modern day scientific discoveries, God had already revealed these truths through His
word. Job. 38:16 (2000-1600 BC) God speaks of the springs of the sea. 1930 AD: Fresh
water springs are discovered on the ocean floor. Job. 36:27-28 (2000-1600 BC) God
speaks of the water vapor cycle. 350 BC Aristotle comprehended the water-vapor cycle
DQG SXEOLVKHG KLV 3S0OHWHRUORJLFD ~

Job. 42:1-17: When we or others face trials in this life it is easy for us to speak out of
DUURJDQFH WKLQJYVY WKDW ZH KDYH QR XQGHUVWDQGLQJ
and even Job from time to time. With Job admitting he had spoken of things he did not

understand and having repented, the Lord addressed Elephaz as the representative of

-REfV WKUHH ITULHQGYVY 7KH\ DQJHUHG WKH /RUG E\ VD\I
God. They are therefore instructed to offer seven bulls and seven rams, with Job praying

in their behalf (42:7-9). Let us learn that there is more going on in heaven and on earth

that we can possibly comprehend. But the things that we cannot comprehend were
FUHDWHG DQG DUH FRQWUROOHG E\ *RGYV ZLVGRP DQG
let us always remember that God is in control and so long as we endure faithfully as Job

did, we have the hope of something better (42:10-17; Heb. 4:11-13).
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