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Zacharias and Elizabeth

New Testament Bible Characters: Lesson 1

$=DFKDULDV" 35HPHPEHUHG E\ -HKRYDK"~ WKH *UHHN IRUP RI
3(OL]DEHWK ™ 37KHRRDMWK *RIG*RG 'DQ RDWK"

Text: Luke 1:525; 3945; 5780

At the beginning of the New Testament the Lord sends an angel to announce the coming of the
one who would prepare the way for the Messiah. That angel was sent to a man named Zachariah,
one of the gests of Israel. We find that part of the reason this man and his wife were chosen to

raise this child was because of their obedience to the law of God (Lui®. I'Be man that

Zachariah and Elizabeth would raise would be named John the Baptist. Tlutlugiedple were

old in age before conceiving John, God is able to do great things, and He expects his servants to
EHOLHYH WKDW /XNH ‘H VHH KRZ =DFKDULDK({fV IDLWK L'
*RGYV JUDFH DQG PHUF\ oupe voutdinglill tiefr charaddRe@ars if the raising

of their son who would become a mighty prophet of God. Let us instill these same characteristics

LQ RXU OLYHV DV ZHOO WKDW ZH PD\ OHDUQ WR 3ZDON LQ DO

Lessons:

X Luke 1:57: In spite of their hardships Zacharias and Elizabeth remained faithful to God
and obedient to His law. The character of these two is comparable to that of Noah (Gen.
6:9; 7:1), and Abraham and Sarah (Gen. 15:6; -bY.:1Like Abraham and Sarah,
Zacharas and Elizabeth were childless even into their old age. In their culture to have no
children was a reproach (vs. 25). In spite of this their faith in God remained. Let us take
note:

o Even though it had been over 400 years since God had spoken to the peop
WKURXJK SURSKHWV WKHVH WZR SHRSOH ZHUH '\
FRPPDQGPHQWY RI WKH /RUG EODPHOHVV™ YV 7R
DV WKH SHRSOH ZHUH EDFN WKHQ :H KDYH *RGYV Z
that as our guide for odeence to the Lord. We must, therefore, be like Zacharias
(OLIDEHWK DQG VWULYH WR 3ZDON LQ DOO WKH FRF
using the word of GodtThe Bible.

0 Zacharias and Elizabeth did not have to wait for God to speak directly to them in
order to be obedient. There are some today who say that they will not do anything
to be saved unless God tells them personally what they need to do. Zacharias was
IDLWKIXO HYHQ EHIRUH WKH DQJHO DSSHDUHG WR KL
endures forewe+Ps. 119:160), and that was enough for Him.

o0 Though Elizabeth was without child they did not use this as an opportunity to turn
from God. Often people will use any hardship in their lives as an excuse for not




obeying the word of the Lord. But we learorh this example that we do not face
hardship because God does not love us. In fact it is quite the opposite (Heb. 12:1
11). Though they had no children we find that God was pleased enough with this
couple that He chose them to be the parents of the ooemahld prepare the

way for the coming Messiah (Luke 1:13; 3:16). Are we striving to live in such

a way that God would think so highly of us (2 Tim. 2:15)?

X Luke 1:825: Notice that though Zacharias has been faithful all his life by merely obeying
* R G fyritten word that when he was approached by an angel he did not believe (vs. 20).
=DFKDULDVY UHDFWLRQ FDQ EH D JRRG WKLQJ DQG D ED
skepticism that we all need if faced with such an experience, or stories of such an
HI[SHULHQFH *DO %XW LQ =DFKDULDVY FLUFXPVWD(
for the simple fact that 1) he was in the presence of the Lord (in the Holy place of the
temple £1:9-11) where anything unclean or unholy was not permitted. 2) Thed kngw
His prayers which were offered to God (vs. 13). There was ample evidence that this angel
was indeed from God, and therefore the words that he spoke were from God as well.
KHQ ZH TXHVWLRQ *RGYV ZRUG LQ WKH VDPldcahiz§ WKDW
displeased with us just as He did with Zacharias. There is ample evidence throughout the
VFULSWXUHV WKDW VKRZ XV *RGTfV SRZHU DQG IDLWKIX
DSSOLHG WR =DFKDU LD VWVI5.\Gblis<ablévtb Brant et é/€n to the
aged. When we are told to either do something or believe something that God has said,
EHIRUH ZH GRXEW OHW XV DVN RXUVHOYHV WKLV TXHVW
Thus, we shall live our lives by faith (Rom. 1:17).

X Luke 1:24,25: Let us not forget to thank God and praise Him when He blesses us all the
days of our life (Acts 17:229).

X Luke 1:3945: We see the joy of these two women even before the messiah had come into
the world. Think of what our joy ought to be now that kfhessiah has not only come, but
He has accomplished His purpose and has brought salvation to all who believe. Do we
live our lives having this joy within us? Do we share this joy with as many people as are
willing to hear it?




John The Baptist

New Testamat Bible Characters: Lesson 2

3-RKQ™ 3*LIW RI *RG”~

Text: Matt. 3; 11:16; 14:3212; Mark 1:311; 6:1429; Luke 1:1417, 4445, 5780; 3:2:22; John
1:14-36.

7KH VWRU\ RI -RKQ WKH %DSWLVW LV VKRUW EXW IX0O0 RI P
voLFH RI RQH FU\LQJ LQ WKH ZLOGHUQHVV™ EHIRUH KH HYHQ
ILOOHG ZLWK WKH +RO\ 6SLULW EHIRUH KH HYHQ4B)DAAH RXW R
WKH DQJHO VDLG WR =DFKDULDV KH W¥dXikd ntbe-sbripturethsl K H V L.
John was a humble man and that did not need comfort and physical possessions in order to do the
/IRUGTV ZRUN -RKQ KDG WKH FORWKHV RQ KLV EDFN DQG D ]t
There are many lessons that weDQ OHDUQ IURP -RKQYfV OLIH IURP KLV
preaching. Let us all consider these things and strive to apply them to our lives.

Lessons

X Matt. 3:1% /IRRNV FDQ EH GHFHLYLQJ ,Q WRGD\YfV VRFLHW\
preachers wh have the fancy clothes and big suites. Let us learn from the life of John the
%DSWLVW WKDW PDQ\ RI *RGYV PRVW IDLWKIXO VHUYDQ\
KDG YHU\ OLWWOH WR WKHLU QDPH H[FHSW WKHeFORWK¥F
clothes on his back were not much to speak of. Nevertheless John preached the truth and
fulfilled the duties that God gave him to do. Remember, God is not a respecter of persons
(Acts 10:34) and neither should we be (James 2:1, 2).

X Matt. 3:2; Luke 3:1 I1RWLFH WKDW -RKQ GLG QRW 3GDQFH DURX
WRGD\YfV PRUH 3SKLORVRSKLFDO®" SUHDFKHUV GR 5DWKH
and he did not waste time or his breath getting to the point. This is a good lesson to learn
when weare teaching people what they need to do to be saved. We need to make sure
that the message that we are teaching people is clear and gets the point across.

X Matt. 3:1317: John knew and understood that he was the one prophesied of in the Old
Testamentas WKH YRLFH RI RQH FU\LQJ LQ WKH ZLOGHUQHVV'
comforting to see that this man was humble enough that though he knew that he was one
chosen to fulfill prophecy, he was not puffed up or proud or haughty toward other men.
Indeead, John the Baptist was a very humble man, as we see both by his lifestyle and his
interaction with men (especially Jesus). When Jesus comes to John in Matthew 3 we see
-RKQTV KXPLOLW\ DQG ZLOOLQJQHVV WR OLVWKWE&® WR -H\
DUH *RGYYV FKRVHQ SHRSOH ZH KDYH QR ULJKW WR EH S




world. On the contrary, like John, we have an obligation to humble ourselves and strive
WHDFK WKHP WKH JRVSHO RI -HVXV &KULVWpatpkeDW WKH\

Matt. 11:26: John was a man who was seeking and anticipating the coming of the
kingdom of God. His entire life was spent preparing the way for the coming of that
Kingdom. For us today the kingdom of God has already come and those who are obeying
WKH JRVSHO RI -HVXV &KULVW &KULVWLDQV DUH EHLQJ
into that kingdom (1 Cor. 1:13). If John was seeking the Kingdom of God before it was

even established, how much more should we be seeking to enter and to rethatn in
kingdom now that it has come (Matt. 6:33)? See also Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 6:9, 10; 1
Thess. 2:1d.2.

Matt. 14:312; Mark 6:14 -RKQYV IDLWK LQ *RG ZDV SURYHG E\
willing to give up his life for the cause of the kingdom of God hrdwas willing to

preach the truth even when he was in danger of death. Let us understand that the kihgdom
of God is worth our lives. John believed that it was, and Jesus said that we must believe it
as well (Luke 14:26; Matt. 10:38, 39; 2 Tim. 3:12).

Mark 1:68: Notice that John preached only what was he was commadned to preach, that

LV KH SUHSDUHG WKH SHRSOH IRU &KULVWSIV FRPLQJ

7KLV LV D JRRG OHVVRQ IRU XV ZKHQ ZH DUH WHDFKLQJ

everything that we are supposed to preach and teach written in the scriptures (2 Peter
If;anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him

do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may béiego

through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.

Amen’ SHWHU 7R VSHDN DV DQ RUDFOH RI *RG LV W

Our only record of the word of God is the bible, it is therefore of utmost imperthat

we speak only that which God has revealed to us in the scriptures. John was willing to do

that, Let us learn to do that as well.

Luke 1:15; 39 6R PXFK IRU WKH $ERUWLRQLVWY{V H[FXVH RI \
PRWKHUYV ZRPE

Luke 1:80:It does not take prominent men or men highly educated in the schools of this

world to successfully preach the gospel. Remember, it is by the wisdom of this world that

men are drawn away from God (1 Cor. 1218. Our knowledge and understanding must
comefURP &KULVW IRU 3ZH KDYH WKH PLQG RI &KULVW’ &
WR 3JURZ LQ WKH JUDFH DQG NQRZOHGJH RI WKH /RUG D1
It is not bad to have a public education, but we should never substitute that fog train
righteousness (Acts 4:13).




Mary and Joseph

New Testament Bible Characters: Lesson 3

3-RVHSK” 3, QFUHDVH"’
S0DUU\" 3D WHDU”

Text: Matt. 1:182:23; 12:4650; Mark 3:3135; Luke 1:232:52; Acts 1:14.

At the beginning of the life of the Messiah vehHie is on this earth God gives us a glimpse into

WKH OLYHV RI WKRVH ZKR EURXJKW WKH 6DYLRU LQWR WKH
EHFDPH VWURQJ LQ VSLULW”™ [/XNH %\ WKH VPDOO JOLPS
and Maryweget&LJ SLFWXUH RI WKH IDLWK WUXVW DQG WKDQNI>
toward Him. We learn of the justice, mercy and kindness befitting godly people and how these
FKDUDFWHULVWLFVY VKLQH IRUWK LQ WKH OIRGHV RV WH RHHD G
of the lives of these two individuals let us strive to apply those things that are pleasing to God to

our own lives.

Lessons

X Matt. 1:18, 19: It is no wonder why God chose Joseph to raise His son, Jesus the Christ.
For God to say a mas just is no small thing. Consider Rom. 1:17 where Paul rights that
WKH 3MXVW VKDOO OLIH E\ IDLWK =~ 7KLV LV WKH VDPH C
ZLWK *RG" DQG zZzDV FKRVHQ WR EH WKH IDWKHU RI DOO ¢
was a justnan, and therefore lived his life by faith. There is ample evidence of this from
WKH UHVSRQVH KH JDYH WR WKH DQJHO ZKR VSRNH WR
flight to Egypt and avoiding other persecutions (Matt. 1:24). Can we say that we are just,
that we live our lives by faith? In 2 Peter 3:14 it says that we are to be diligent to be
IRXQG E\ *RG LQ SHDFH B3ZLWKRXW VSRW DQG EODPHOLI
Joseph to do this very thing.

X Luke 1:26 /ILNH KHU KXVEDQG -fewd fakor i) e Sight @NVtRe 3
/IRUG ~ ,QGHHG ZKDW PDQQHU RI OLIH PXVW RQH OLYH L¢
as was Mary? Though we are not given much insight into the character of Mary we can
know this, that her faith was great and becaus®VodkDW VKH IRXQG IDYRU LQ
When Sarah heard that she was to bear a child in her old age she laughed in unbelief
(Gen. 18:1214). When Zachariah was told that his wife would bear a child in her old age
he wavered in unbelief (Luke 1:20). But Manasvnot so unbelieving. It is one thing
believe that one can bear a child in old age, it is another thing to believe that a woman
can bear a child without ever having relations with a man, yet Mary did not waver in
unbelief as did the others (Luke 1:38)1t lus be like Mary who understood that nothing
is too hard for the Lord.




Xx ODWW :H DUH H[SHFWHG WR DSSURDFK WKRVH Z
UHEXNH DQG H[KRUW™ WKRVH ZKR DUH XQUXO\ 7LP
some amountfanercy is required in bringing our brethren out of sin. When a brother or
sister is in sin we are not to use that as an opportunity to lift ourselves above them as
WKRXJK ZH DUH EHWWHU WKDQ WKHP EXW WR IXOILOC
S H U VR §pylying discipline where discipline is needed and mercy where mercy is
needed.

X Matt. 1:20625: When Joseph was commanded by the angel he did not as kquestions or
attempt to reason with the angel. We find that Lot had this problem when commanded by
the angles to depart from Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen.-22)18ut Joseph was not so
defiant. He asked no questions nor did he give any resistance. When the angle gave him
the command he arose and obeyed. What is our attitude toward the scriptures? Do we
finG RXUVHOYHYV WU\LQJ WR UHDVRQ DURXQG WKHP RU VL
obey as soon as possible as Joseph did? Joseph was a just man on account of his faith
(which included his obedience). Let us strive to be just, as Joseph was just.

X Luke 1:46-:56: Consider the praises that Mary gave to God for the tremendous blessings
that He bestowed upon her. Do we remember to give God the glory in all things in this
life? Consider the passages that mention the thankfulness that we are to have. 1 Cor.
1557; 2 Cor. 2:14; 2 Cor. 4:15; 2 Cor. 9:12; 2 Cor. 9:15; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6; Col.
1:3,12; Col. 2:7; Col. 3:17; Col. 4:2; 1 Thess. 5185 2 Thess. 2:13; Heb. 13:15; Rev.
7:2. As a study to help us be more thankful consider the following statementsattyat M
PDGH LQ KHU VRQJ DQG WKLQN RQ KRZ \RX FDQ DSSO\ W
WKH /RUG™ YV 3)RU +H ZKR LV PLJKW\ KDV GRQH JU}
PHUF\ LV RQ WKRVH ZKR IHDU +LP" YV 3+KvsKkDV VKR

8+H KDV ILOOHG WKH KXQJU\ ZLWK JRRG WKLQJV DQ

(vs. 53). When we can understand all the ways in which God blesses mankind we cannot
help but be filled with gratitude.

X I XNH S0DU\ QHY HUsd htdeRtNVanD Eeleifed/ toVdeH upon the
meaning of them from time to time. She kept a mental scrapbook of all these astonishing
sayings and happenings. The mysteries were beyond her comprehension (at that
moment), yet she treasured them and sought terstathd. Unlike the skeptic who
disbelieves, rejects, or seeks to explain away everything he or she cannot understand at
the moment, Mary regarded such things as her dearest treasures. How about us? Are we
looking for a supposed contradiction in the Bibk®2 we looking for a reason not to
EHOLHYH RU DW OHDVW QRW WR EH IXOO\ FRPPLWWHG" 2




Nicodemus

New Testament Bible Character: Lesson 4

31LFRGHPXV™ 3&RQTXHURU RI WKH SHRSOH"’
Text: John 3:121; 7:4552; 19:3842.

Though there is tile written about the man Nicodemus, what is written about him is enough to
show us his character as a godly man. The first look that we have of Nicodemus is of him
coming to Jesus at night wanting to ask Jesus for an explanation of some things teahhad b

his mind. Whether Nicodemus went to Jesus at night because he was afraid of persecution or
because he wanted to be with Jesus by himself we do not know. What we do know is that this
was a man who had questions and sought to find the truth concérosey questions. By the

other passages that speak of Nicodemus we find that he was indeed a man who sought to know
the truth and hungered and thirsted for righteousness. In some places in the scriptures we read of
people who teach us great lessons infélmeverses that speak of them. Nicodemus was one such
person.

Lessos:

x John 3:2: The records that we have written for us in the scriptures of the life of Christ and

WKH UHYHODWLRQ RI *RGYfV ZRUG DUH ZULWWH@ VR WKD
-RKQ 7TKH HYLGHQFH WKDW ZH KDYH RI &KULVW

anyone who is willing to accept the facts and listen to reason. Even Nicodemus, who was
a ruler of the Jews, confessed that the signs and wonders that Jesus perferened w
indeed real and that they could only be performed by someone who had access to the
power of God. The fact is that we have the truth laid out before us, and we also have a
choice. We can see the evidence and believe, as Nicodemus did, or we carv®ileli
many of the others Jews did (John 1243j. Whatever we decide, God will judge us
based on that decision (John 8:24).

x John 1:4: Like all godly men, Nicodemus was humble. Even the greatest teachers ought
to be willing to ask questions when they wot understand. Let us humble ourselves
enough to ask about what we do not understand. By this we can come to know the whole
truth.

x John 3:1; John 7:582; John 9:22; John 12:42; John 19488 In John 3:1 we find that
Nicodemus was one of the rulers betJews, one probably having much wealth (John
'XULQJ &KULVWYV PLQLVWU\ VRPH RI WKH RWKHU
together and decided that any who followed Jesus would be cast out of the synagogue
(John 9:22; John 12:42, 43). These ainstiances created a difficult situation for many
Jews, especially those who were of high standing among the people (John 12:42; John




19:38). It is interesting to note that in spite of such threats and danger looming over the
people Nicodemus was still willg to follow Jesus (John 19:3R). Even before the
FOLPD[ RI ~-HVXVY OLIH RQ WKLV HDUWK WKH FUXFLIL[LR
evidence before him (John 3:2) and believe that Jesus was sent from God. During
&KULVWY{V PLQLVWUweritlsb Ra6G&$ RoXquestiohH@gments of the other
leaders who were so violently adamant against Jesus. Nicodemus was willing to search
for the truth and take a stand for what was right, even when his social status was
threatened. This is an attitude thetrare among people today, but must be commended
for it is one that God expects His people to have (Luke 9:23; Mark 8:34, 35; John 12:25

/[HW XV WDNH FRXUDJH IURP 1LFRGHPXVY H[DPSOH DQ

10



The Samaritan Woman

New TestamenBible Characters: Lesson 5

36DPDULWDQ" ,QKDELWDQW RI WKH 'LVWULFW RI 6DPDULD OF
west side of the Jordan River.

Text: John 4:142
History of Samaritans: 2 Kings 17:24; Ezra 4

Evangelism is one of the mMORISRUWDQW ZRUNV WKDW &KULVWIV FKXUFK
as a whole and every individual in their own personal lives have a responsibility to teach those
who are in the world. In the story of the Samaritan woman Jesus helps us to understand how we
are to teach people, the attitude we are to have in teaching people, and the great need for teaching
people. As we read through this passage let us consider the attitude that Jesus had when teaching
this woman, and the fulfilment He received from it. Aldet us consider the character of the
ZRPDQ ZKR zZDV EHLQJ WDXJKW 7KH PDQQHU LQ ZKLFK VK
eagerness and readiness, is the same manner that all Christians (both young and old) are to
UHFHLYH *RGTV ZRUG

Lessons

X As we rad through the text it is good for us to notice that Jesus was willing to take the
time to teach one lost soul with whom most of His own people would not have much to
GR HYHQ ZKHQ +H ZDV WLUHG DQG 3ZHDULHG ™ YV +H
+H KDG D FRQFHUQ IRU WKH ZRPDQYV VRXO PRUH WKDW |
spent time with just one person; He felt that she was worth spending time with and
teaching. What is our attitude toward teaching the gospel? Do we let our pregelices
the way of sharing the good news of salvation which was first preached to us by someone
that cared for us as Jesus did this woman? Let us strive to be like Christ (1 Cor. 11:1).

x John 4:3134: After Jesus had His discussion with the Samaritan wdsmanlisciples
were surprised that He was no longer hungry, knowing that He was hungry before they
went to buy food (vs. 8). Jesus derived spiritual benefit from spiritual work. He took
SOHDVXUH LQ WHDFKLQJ SHRSOH DQG S odaustla@weWKH VI
take pleasure in eating a well prepared meal. When Jesus said to Satan in the wilderness
WKDW 30DQ VKDOO QRW OLYH E\ EUHDG DORQH EXW E\ H
Rl *RG ~ +H PHDQW WKDW IRU DO OERHKIQ the QdatitideB Wed O 0D
VHH WKDW 3EOHVVHG DUH WKRVH ZKR KXQJHU DQG WKL
PXVW XQGHUVWDQG WKDW WKH YDOXH RI *RGYV ZRUG DC(
far greater that anything we can gain from this edw.us learn to take pleasure in
spiritual things.

11



John 4:1615: Jesus said that He brings the living water, and that when we drink it we

will never thirst. The water that Jesus was speaking of is figurative of the life that He

gives (John 1:4; 3:16, 36DPnce the Samaritan woman heard that Jesus was able to give

this life she was eager to ask Him for it. Are we as eager as this woman was to drink of
WKH 3/LYLQJ :DWHU"™ WKDW LV LQ &KULVW" /JHW XV QRW
have with Christ & our Savior. Let us strive to drink from this water (John 3:16; Mark

16:16).

John 4:1619: Notice the attitude that the woman had when Jesus confronted her about
WKH VLQ LQ KHU OLIH 6KH GLG QRW EHFRPH *RIIHQGHG”
arewrong. She did not become insulted and refuse to talk to Jesus any further. On the
contrary, she was eager to ask more and to learn more concerning spiritual truths. Let us
strive to be like this woman in that, we too must not be insulted when we finddtrat

GRLQJ VRPHWKLQJ WKDW LV QRW DFFRUGLQJ WR *RGYV C(
to live according to the law of Christ.

John 4:1924: There are many people today that believe that God has designated a
specific location for all of His pedg to worship in order for their worship to be
DFFHSWDEOH 7KLV PD\ LQFOXGH D WHPSOH RU VRPH \
governing body of that denomination. Let us understand however that Jesus said that
there was to be no designated place forsiip when He is raised from the dead. Rather

RXU ZRUVKLS LV WR EH LQ 3VSLULW DQG LQ WUXWK ~ 7KL
the method and the motive behind it. Let us strive to worship God in spirit and in truth.

John 4:3838: The fieldsare white for the harvest and we need to be busy working. Jesus
was eager to teach this one woman. How eager are we to teach other people? Just as
workers are sent out into the fields to reap the fruit of that field, Christians are laborers in
*RGTV WhKIOiS&Sthe world. If we are not working then we will be punished. The
fields are white for the harvest and so we must be working diligently until that harvest is
over.

John 4:7ff: Notice how Jesus turned situations into conversation instead of @aiting

people to come to Him. Often Christians will fail to teach people because they will only

teach those who contact them first. We learn from Jesus in His interaction with the
Samaritan woman that we ought to learn to use every situation as an oppaoottemsiyh

*RGYV ZRUG :‘H PXVW VHHN WR ZRUN WKH ILHOGV RI KD
what situation we are in.

John 4:1626: If the Samaritan woman with all of her marital problems could understand
the truth then any person can.

John 4:1015: When she questioned Jesus He did not get frustrated or walk away, He
rather reminds her that if she really knew who He was that she would be asking Him for
OLYLQJ ZDWHU :H KDYH *RGYV ZRUG ZKLFK UHYHDOV WK
when people &squestions concerning what we believe? 1 Peter 3:15.

12



Peter- 1

New Testament Bible Characters: Lesson 6

36LPRQ" 3+HDUHU"
S3HWHU" 3S6WRQH" RU 35RFEN" -RKQ

Text: Matt. 4:1820; 14:2233; 16:2217:27; 19; 26:314/5; Mark 5:3539; 8:2%714:72; Luke 5 -
11; 8:439:36; 12:41; 22:&%2; John 6:68, 69; 13.

Peter was a man who was zealous for truth and for God. No matter how good zeal may be, we
learn in Peter that zeal is not all that it is cut out to be if we do not have knowledge to go along
with it (see also Rom. 10:1). Throughout the gospels we see Peter struggling with his faith. At
times Peter was greatly honored by our Lord, and at other times he was strongly rebuked. It is
WKURXJK WKLV LQVWUXFWLRQ E\ -HVXV DB ab@ t@ pravaid oveV FRQW
his weaknesses and allow his zeal to help him grow strong in the Lord. There is much we can
learn from the life of Peter, from his character and from his reactions to given circumstances. Let

us consider these things as we read ticewnts of his life.

Lessons

X Matt. 4:18 'LVFLSOHV RI -HVXV DUH FDOOHG WR EH 3ILVKFE
strive to save the souls of men through the gospel (Matt. 2818

X Matt. 14:2233: Peter could not walk to the Lord on the watealise of his lack of faith.
Today we are not called towalk on water, but we are called live for God and obey His

word under all circumstances. Let us strive to be faithful that on the day in which we are
FDOOHG EHIRUH WKH MXGJP M) W1 \CHDWW D DLIHWERW WR O(

x ODWW 37UXO\ \RX DUH WKH 6RQ RI *RG ~ ,W LV DV S
eyes and see.

X Matt. 16:1320: When asked who Jesus was Peter made a confession that Jesus said
would be the rock upon which His church is biWVe find in other passages that this
FRQIHVVLRQ LV UHIHUUHG WR DV 3WKH JRRG FRQIHVVLR
everywhere will make this confession either in this life unto salvation or at the judgment
(Rom. 14:11; Phil. 2:91). Let us undstand that those who confess Jesus as Lord while
on this earth and live with Him as their Lord will have eternal life with Him in Heaven.

But those who do not confess Jesus as Lord in this life will reap eternal punishment for
their unbelief and disobediee (Matt. 10:33).

X Matt. 16:2223: Even the faithful can become stumbling blocks in their zeal if it is not
according to knowledge. Some may say that when a person is zealous to do something

13



which is wrong, if their motives are pure then they shouldraesgd and not rebuked.
1RWLFH WKDW 3HWHU VLQFHUHO\ VKRZHG D FRQFHUQ IR
-HVXV UHEXNHG KLP ,W ZDV QR VPDOO UHEXNH HLWKHU
Let us understand that those who hinder the will ol Gehether intentionally or
unintentionally are aiding in the work of the devil. Ignorance is not an excuse for sin; it
never has been (Isa. 56:10; Rom. 10:3; Heb. 5:2). Let us therefore strive to not be a
stumbling block to our brethren (Rom. 14:13).

Matt. 17:2427; Luke 20:225: All governments have their power and authority from

God (Rom. 13:1). God commands that His people submit to the authority that He has
given to these governments (Rom. 13:2). There are some who believe and teach that since
wearH XQGHU &KULVWY{V ODZ WKHQ ZH GR QRW KDYH WR V
note that Jesus teaches that we are to submit to our government, for even He submitted
+LPVHOI $V &KULVWLDQV WKHUHIRUH ZH KDYH DQ REO
gOYHUQPHQW WKH WKLQJY WKDW DUH RXU JRYHUQPHQW:!
(Luke 22:25) through our obedience and monetary requirements (taxes).

Luke 22:3134; 5462; Compare to Matt. 27-3: Peter wavered in his faith from time to

time. Thereis no doubt that this man was not perfect and that he had his weaknesses.
Peter had a strength however, that enabled him to overcome those weaknesses; that is,
Repentance. Jesus foretold Peter of his denial, yet Peter insisted that he was stronger than
that. In spite of this, when the pressure was on Peter did in fact deny Jesus and was
remorseful unto tears. Let us learn from Peter that we should not allow our sins to drive

XV LQWR 3WKH GHSWKV RI GHVSDLU °~ 3SHWHUt heldlSoW RYHU
UHSHQWHG DQG HQGHG XS EHLQJ RQH RI &KULVWTIV PRV
hand allowed his grief to overtake him and rather than striving to turn his life around he
ended it. Peter was forgiven. Peter was also the more rightethestafo. Let us strive to

be like Peter and repent of our sins strengthening our faith in Jesus Christ.

Matt. 16:19; Acts 2:1411; Acts 10:3448; Acts 15:7: Jesus told Peter in Matthew 16 that

He would give Peter a key to the kingdom. Some have usedettsie to show authority

IRU WKH 3RSH /HW XV QRWH IURP RXU RWKHU SDVVDJHYV
What are keys for? To open doors which are locked. In Acts 2 what do we find that Peter
did? He opened the door to the kingdom for the Javeaigh his preaching the gospel on
Pentecost. In Acts 10 we find that Peter opened the door to the kingdom for the Gentiles
through his preaching the gospel to them. From these examples we see that Peter used the
key to the kingdom to open the door of sailvn to all men, both Jew and Gentile. We

must conclude therefore that there are no more doors to be opened to the kingdom by
Peter and his task with that key is finished. There is therefore no pope, and no authority
for this pope found in the scriptures.
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Peter 2 2

New Testament Bible Characters: Lesson 7

Text: Acts 25; 8:1424; 9:3212:19; 15:611; Gal. 2:1121

Though Peter was a disciple (learner) in the first part of his story, the second half of his story shows him
to be quite the opposite. Petereg from being an ignorant learner under the wing of Jesus Christ to being
one of the more prominent teachers in early church history. It is Peter that opened théngatewnfto
the Jews and to thee@tiles in Acts 2 and Acts 10. One of the great thithgs we learn from Peter
however is that even though he became a great teacher of the faith, he was still always learning. Yes, even
WKH PRVW H[SHULHQFHG WHDFKHUV RI *RGYV ZRUG RXJKW WR EH
disciples. We will fird that even years after Peter preached his first kingdom sermon at Pentecost in Acts

+H zDV VWLOO PDNLQJ PLVWDNHYVY OHDUQLQJ IURP WKHP DQG 3
/IRUG DQG 6DYLRU -HVXV &KULVW’ 3 HW mistakes agKahagdstikhie didR Q WL Q
not let that drag his faith down. Indeed, Peter was tested, and he proved to be true.

Lessons:

X Acts 2:14ff; Matt. 16:19; 18:18: In the gospels Jesus told Peter and the other apostles that what
they bound on earth would Ibeund in heaven and what they loosed on earth would be loosed in
KHDYHQ 7KHUH DUH VRPH ZKR KDYH WDNHQ WKLV WR PHDQ
wanted to and God would then bind in heaven the things that Peter said. Therefore the church
leadersk DYH PRUH DXWKRULW\ WKDQ WKH VFULSWXUHV =~ ,Q UHV.
1) Peter was inspired by the Holy Spirit (John 16:13; 2 Pet. 1:21). From this we understand that
ZKDWHYHU 3HWHU ERXQG RQ HDUWKOlyZSpikt. 2} SIncéh& HoyHDOH G
Spirit was sent from Jesus Christ, who is in heaven (Acts 7:55, 56), the words that Peter spoke
first came from heaven and then were delivered to Peter by the Holy Spirit (John 12:49). 3) From
this we must conclude that therths Peter spoke were bound in heaven by Jesus Christ then
delivered to Peter by the Holy Spirit; not the other way around. The scriptures therefore have
authority over the church; for what is written in the scriptures was revealed before it was written
down in order to establish the church. Every command in the New Testament is given as a
JXLGHOLQH IRU &KULVWY{V FKXUFK 7R VD\ WKDW WKH FKXUF|I
Jesus Christ would be rebellion (1 Cor. 14:37).

X Luke 22:5462; Acts 2:14f: Peter was one who was zealous to do the will of God, yet at times his
weaknesses got the best of him. Yes, Peter the apostle sinned. He denied Jesus three times and
ZKHQ KH FDPH WR WKH UHDOL]DWLRQ R loviekeD Wekieer®ddG KH 3ZH
become in his temptation he became that much stronger when he repented of that sin and had
RSSRUWXQLW\ WR FRQIHVV -HVXV EHIRUH WKH QDWLRQV ,Q!
repentance in that when men were accusing him and the othdesypd$eing drunk he stood up
in their midst and boldly proclaimed the gospel to them and confessed Jesus as lthedsand
of God. Let us learn to be bold in making this good confession as well, for if we are willing to
make it by faith we can be salf uke 12:8; Rom. 10:9; 1 John 4:3).

X Acts 8:1424: Some have twisted examples such as this one in order to accuse Christians of being
hard nosed or hateful people. Let us notice a couple things however that will prove quite the

15



opposite. 1) Look at theHDVRQ IRU 3HWHUfV FRPPHQWYVY WRZDUG 6LPRC
\RXU ZLFNHGQHVV DQG SUD\ *RG LI SHUKDSV WKH WKRXJKW |
VHHQ WKDW 3HWHUYV FRQFHUQ IRU 6LPRQ WKH VRUWRHUHU ZD
desire for this man to have salvation we can understand the urgency with which Peter rebukes the
PDQ /IRRN DW WKH UHVSRQVH IURP 6LPRQ 33UD\ WR WKH /R
\RX KDYH VSRNHQ PD\ FRPH XSRQ P bshobdeP&iarodegetdZSwidoD W 3 H\
understood that Peter was making him aware of his sin in order that he would repent and come
RXW RI WKDW VLQ 6LPRQYV UHTXHVW LQ YHUVH VKRZHG E
*RGYV SRZHU DQG WKH Zingmh&atporé Wi Hhis e tad Driderstand that his

heart was not in the right place and therefore he was in sin (vs. 20). The only way one can have
salvation is if his heart is right with God. Thus, Christians preach the gospel and make people
aware oftheir sins, not because we are hard nosed and bitter people, but because like Jesus and

like Peter we desire that every soul be saved.

Acts 9:3235: Peter remembered to give God the glory for the work that he did. So must we (1
Pet. 2:12; Acts 12:23).

Acts 10:928: Often we will come across a passagthe scriptureshat we do not understand at

first. There were also times when Peter did not fully understand the words of the Lord, such as in
his vision (vs. 17). Some who do not have the diligencearclsahe scriptures thoroughly have
turned theirown confusion into misunderstanding and then when others do not agree with that
misunderstanding claim that we cannot all understand the bible alike. Notice though that even
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Chdétl not understand what the word of the Lord meant at first. But
Peter did not give up like many people éte pondered the words of the angeld connected the

dots when further information was given (vs. 20). In the end Peter was able to come to a full
understanding and his confusion on the matter was no more (vs. 28, 29). Today we have all things
that we need to know for life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). LetR&Wh FXW *RGTV ZRUG VKF
becane like those who twist it to their own destruction (2 Bet6). Let us be like Peter and

strive to understand the things that God has revealed. The information is there, we just need to
look for it: it is the command of God to do so (Eph. 3:4; 2 Tim. 2:15).

Acts 15:611: Notice that Bter did not get frustradeatthe peoplewith whom he was reasoning

HYHQ DIWHU 3:PXFK GLVSXWH =~ 2IWHQ LW LV HDV\ IRU &KULVW
scripture with other people who do not see-&yeye with them. Even in the midst of opposition

Peter was willing ad able to stand up and patily reason scriptures, anidough the discussion

took a longtime, his patience paid off (vs. 22ff). Paul gives Gitmy instructions in 2 Tim. 4:®
SUHSURYH U H ®ihNaH longdf&ibgvénd teaching $V & K8 ¥ iusDaBo be

willing to do this. Peter was Wing and able to contend earnestly for the faith, let us learn to be

willing and able as well (Jude 3).
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John- 1

New Testament Bible Characters: Lesson 8

3-RKQ”™ 3-HKRYDK LV JUDFLRXV”’

Text: Matt. 4:21,22; 10:24; Mark 3:1319; 5:3543; 9:210, 3841; 10:3545; 13; 14:3242;
Luke 5:911; 9:2836, 5156; John 21:1&5.

/[LNH 3HWHU WKLV ILUVW SDUW RI -RKQYVY VWRU\ VKRZV KLP
other apostles Johnis tryingto uAJ VWD QG WKH QDWXUH RI *RGTV NLQJGRF
FDQ WR JHW LQWR WKDW NLQJGRP $W WLPHV ZH VHH -RKQ"
KXPLOLW\ :KHQ -HVXV FRUUHFWYV KLP KH GRHV QRW UHEHO
Thereis much we can learn from John, but from his life and from his epistles.

Lessons:

X Matt 4:21, 22; Luke 5491: Consider the way in which John and his brother followed
Jesus Christ. There are many today who claim to follow Jesus, but when we compare the
way the most people follow Him and the way that John followed him, we will see a big
difference. Jesus said in Matt 10:37 that if we love anything more than Him (mother,
father, self, whatever) then we are not worthy of Him. John followed Jesus in thermanne
that He expects all men to follow Him. Forsake all and follow Jesus. The reason being,
3$VVXUHGO\ , VD\ WR \RX WKHUH LV QR RQH ZKR KDV OF
or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who shall not receavsy times
PRUH LQ WKLV SUHVHQW WLPH DQG LQ W-BRM IDhAd WR FR
worth it to John and his brother to forsake all and follow Jesus. Is eternal life worth it to
you? See also Phil. 3171.

x Mark 3:1319: In this passage thariter clearly states that Jesus selected the twelve
apostles, among who was John, that they might be with Him and that He might send them
out to preach. With their preaching these apostles would perform numerous signs and
miracles and heal the sick and dather such wonders. Notice that it says Jesus
specifically chose these men to do this, and not all of His disciples. There are many today
ZKR ZLOO FODLP WKDW DOO RI -HVXVYT GLVFLSOHV ZRXOC
Holy Spirit and thereforenbse who are truly His disciples today will be able to perform
miracles today. Though it is true that several of these miraculous gifts were given to other
GLVFLSOHV DIWHU -HVXVYT UHVXUUHFW4R)QAIso,WhaDV QRW
powers wergiven other disciples could only be given them through the laying on of the
apostles hands (Acts 8:14 7KH QDPH DSRVWOH PHDQV DPEDVVD
that the twelve apostles had a specific task that was assigned to them alone. And as we
read inthis passage, the power that went along with that task was given to them alone as
ZHOO QRW WR DOO RI &KULVWYV GLVFLSOHYV

X Mark 10:3545: James and John wanted what many people who believe in God want.
7TKH\ ZDQWHG WR EH LQ &KULV W MeNhapteGtR e séareVorPR UH

17



HLWKHU VLGH RI &KULVWTV WKURQH 7KHVH PHQ ZHUH Q!
in His glory; however it is not what they wanted that was wrong but why they wanted it

and how they went about getting it. Jesus #aad in order to have that honor one must

drink the same cup that He was to drink. This cup refers to the suffering that Jesus went
through both before and while on the cross. Even after that though, Jesus said that it was

up to the Father to give the hmmto them, not Him. Also, James and John wanted to be
FRXQWHG DV JUHDW LQ WKH NLQJGRP RI *RG %XW -HVX)\
DPRQJ \RX ZLOO EH \RXU VHUYDQW ~ -DPHV DQG -RKQ ZD((
to be counted worthy of RGV NLQJGRP ZH QHHG WR OHDUQ WR V
ourselves as Jesus did (Phil. 2:8).

Mark 14:3242: We find several times where Peter James and John were selected out of
DOO RI &KULVWY{YV GLVFLSOHV WR MRLQ +Ulé¢t Ekdh® +H ZD
VRPH RI -HVXVY FORVHVW FRPSDQLRQV GXULQJ +LV OLIH
though these men were closest to Jesus, they never really comprehended the seriousness

of what Jesus was doing. When Jesus brought them into the garthes passage He

WROG WKHP 30\ VRXO LV H[FHHGLQJO\ VRUURZIXO HYHC(
spite of this urgent request when Jesus came back from praying He found the men
sleeping. This same thing happened three times. There are time we maydaatdully

JUDVS WKH VHULRXVQHVYV RI RXU PLVVLRQ KHUH RQ HDU\
DVOHHS RQ WKH MRE™ IURP WLPH WR WLPH /HW XV OHDU
ZRUN WKDW LV VHW EHIRUH XV LQpottared] WeNe€ltGlkeP LV R
ZDWFKLQJ ZDLWLQJ ZRUNLQJ UHDG\ WR UHVSRQG WR F
(Acts 20:30, 31; 1 Cor. 16:13; 1 Thess.-5(.

Luke 5:911: When Jesus called John and his brother they were fishing. Jesus told them
that tK H\ ZRX0OG QR ORQJHU EH ILVKHUPHQ EXW 3ILVKHUV
PHQ ~ 7KHVH PHQ WKHQ 3IRUVRRN DOO DQG IROORZHG +L
from our Lord. He calls all men who are willing to obey His gospel to be righteous before

*RG DQG WR VWULYH WR 3GLVF2® Gbw el @reQvd Walkiith@ V- 0D\
according to the calling with which we have been called? (2 Tim. 1:9; Eph. 4:1).

Luke 9:2836: In this passage we get a glimpse of what Jesus is like in His glory and
splendor. Part of the hope that we have as Christians is that we go to heaven we will be
make like Jesus is now (1 John-3 God has not given us a blind hope. He has made
very clear how great our reward will be in heaven if we diligently serve Him while

this earth. Let us strive to achieve that reward (1 Cor. 9:24).

Luke 9:5156: Let us be more concerned with trying to save lives than with wanting to
destroy them.

18



John 22

New Testament Bible Characters: Lesson 9

Text: Acts 34:31; Acts 8:1417; 12:1, 2; Gal. 2:9; 1 John; 2 John; 3 John; Rev. 1:9.

/ILNH 3HWHU -RKQTfV UROH RI EHLQJ D KXPEOH OHDUQHU XQ(
WKDW RI D JUHDW WHDFKHU RI *RGYfVY SHRSOH /HW QRWH LQ
preacher bthe gospel that he humbled himself, even in his old age. He viewed himself as a child

of God with all other Christians (1 John 3:1) and brethren and companions with them (Rev. 1:9).
John did not see himself as greater than anyone else on account agitias pn the kingdom,

KH ZzDV QRW SXIIHG XS RU DUURJDQW I DQ\WKLQJBaH IXOILC
he who is the greatest among you shall be your sefvar® D W W -RKQ VKRZV
necessity of refuting error using the scrigt He reminds us that the truth is that which was
UHYHDOHG WR XV WKURXJK *RGfV ZRUG DQG WKDW LW GRH)
(2 John 2:227). Let us learn form John how to be a faithful servant of God.

Lessons

X Acts 12:1, 2: Johnrpves to be an example of one who holds true to his faith even when
that faith results in the persecution and the loss of his loved ones. We know from the
JRVSHOV DQG IURP $FWV WKDW -DPHV ZDV -RKQTV
Christians whose fathLV QRW DV VWURQJ DV -RKQYV LQ VLWXDW
used the loss of loved ones as reason to be angry with God. Notice that even though John
lost his brother on account of his faith John remained faithful to the very end of his days.
John eva went on to write the three epistles of John and the book of Revelation. Let us
WDNH FRXUDJH LQ -RKQYV H[DPSOH -RKQ VKRZV WUXH IL
in 1 Thess. 4:1:3  But | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerningehos
who have fallen asleefdlied), lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep
in Jesus ’

X Rev. 1:9: Not only was John able to remain faithful when his lomes were being
killed, but also when he himself was in the midst of great persecution. During the time
WKDW -RKQ ZURWH WKH ERRN RI 5SHYHODWLRQ ZH ILQG W
on account of the kingdom. John even encouraged those to thleobook is written in
that he claim to be the brother and companion of those who were also in tribulation who
ZHUH Rl WKH 3NLQJGRP DQG WKH SDWLHQFH RI -HVXV &K
strive along with his brethren in times of tribulation Wa KLV IDLWK ZDV QRW 3V
but that it had become his way of life. Let us strive to have this same attitude, especially
when in persecution (Heb. 1213).

x 1 John 3:24:21: At the time that John wrote his epistles he was dealing with men who
held to a belief system known as Gnosticism. The philosophy behind Gnosticism is that
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men have salvation through knowledge and not through Jesus GBISERUGLQJ WR WK
Gnostics, the aim of salvation is for the spirit to be awakened by knowledge so thenamean be

released from his earthly dungeon and return to the realm of light where the soul becomes reunited with

God. As the soul ascends, however, it needs to penetrate the cosmic spheres which separate it from its
heavenly destiny. This, too, is acqaished by knowledge. One must understand certain formulas which

DUH UHYHDOHG RQO\ WR WKH LQLWLDWHG =~ IURP 1HOVRQ V ,O00XVW

Nelson PublisherspoHFDXVH RI WKLV EHOLHI WKH *Q Rvit{ Gédv W D X JK
and that God did not come in the flesh but that we have salvation through knowledge and
QRW WKURXJK -HVXV &KULVW =~ 7KXV LQ -RKQTV UHIXWDW
WKHP DV SWKH DQWLFKULVW’ - RK Qillingness te RKI®any 2EVHU
and all error that stood in the way of the spread of the gospel. By this John did his duty in
WKH FKXUFK DV 3DXO GHVFULEHV LW LQ 7LP SWKH
learn to be like John so that when men cam&eaching error concerning the gospel of

Jesus Christ we too can know now to act as a pillar and ground for the truth.

1 John 1:13: John makes it very clear that he was among those who withessed Jesus in

the flesh, witnessed Him in his resurrectisayw Him, heard Him, talked with Him and

touched Him. John knew Jesus. In Acts 1:8 Jesus sent His apostles to be witnesses of

+LP WR WKH ZKROH ZRUOG -RKQ ZDV RQH RI WKRVH .

testimony written in this passage. There are many aveamot willing to believe in Jesus

Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. But let us remember that we have many witnesses
PRUH VR WKDQ LV QHHG WR SURYH -HVXVY H[LVWHQFH L

and power of Jesus Christ. We hawe reason not to believe. In fact, we have every

reason to believe.

3 John 1:911: Consider how John described Diotrephes. Today there are many members

RI WKH FKXUFK ZKR 3GR QRW UHFHLYH® RWKHU EUHWKUH
sin. These arteOLNH 'LRWUHSKHV ZKR 3ORYHV WR KDYH SUHHP
-RKQ UHIHUV WR WKLV W\SH RI DWWLWXGH DV 2HYLO ~ /H
develop in the church and toward our brethren. Arrogance can do a lot of damage both to
otherpeople and to our selves as we see in this passage. Let us learn to be humble and
strive to have a love for the brethren and not be eager to refuse our brethren because of
our own opinions.

1 John 1:82:2; 3:49: John always stressed obedience to thth.ttde understood the

*RGTV QDWXUH KH XQGHUVWRRG RXU QHHG WR VWULY
VWULYLQJ VKRXOG DIIHFW RXU OLYHV DV *RGYV FKLOGUF
so that we may walk in the light and not in the darkness.
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Matthew

New Testament Bible Characters: Lesson 10

SODWWKHZ" 3*LIW RI -HKRYDK ~

3/HYL" 2ZUHDWKHG” RU D SMRLQLQJ’
Text: Matt. 9:913; 21:31; Mark 2:13.7; Luke 5:2732;

Though there is little written about Matthew we learn some great lessons cbi@drmn& KU LV W |V
kingdom and the power of His salvation. We learn from the character of Matthew that Jesus
requires that all men follow Him willingly and joyfully. God looks highly upon those who

are willing to give up everything to follow Jesus. After Jeslled Matthew, Matthew held

a feast. Matthew then continued in service as a disciple of Jesus and after Jesus ascended into
heaven Matthew continued faithfully preaching the gospel. He even wrote his own account

of the gospel, that is 37KH *RVSHOI FR-RDODBWMWVOPKHZ =~ /HW XV OHDUQ
obedience that Matthew had.

Lessons

X &RQFHUQLQJ WKH OLVW RI DSRVWOHV ZKLFK ODWWKHZ
himself gives it, and humbly puts himself after Thomas, an undesigned mark of
genuinenessyhereas Mark (Mark 3:18) and Luke (Luke 6:15) put Matthew before
Thomas in the list of apostles. (From Fausset's Bible Dictionary, Electronic Database
Copyright (¢)1998 by Biblesoft). This is just a good reminder of the humility we
ought to have as we cowru@ ourselves to others.

X Matt 9:9, 10; Mark 2:13, 14: When Jesus saw Matthew (also known as Levi) Jesus
VDLG WR KLP 3)ROORZ OH " DQG ODWWKHZ JRW VWUDL\
who hear the call of Jesus to follow Him are not as willing aghdat. Let us learn
from Matthew that Jesus is calling all men to His side therefore we must follow Him
wherever He leads us (Matt. 9:27  And he who does not take his cross and follow
after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 He who finds his life will losantd he who loses
his life for My sake will findit 0D W W39).

X Matt. 9:1013; Mark 2:1517: Notice that Jesus was not ashamed to sit and eat with
the lowly sinners of the world. Often we will see other Christians (or even ourselves)
shunning peopl of the world because they do not meet our standards. Something that
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most people do not think about however is that that is exactly what the Pharisees were
rebuked for in this passage. Jesus did not come to care for and to entertain those who
were alreadyULJKWHR XV sedk dandDdave hhaRwitich was lost/ X N H

The only way Jesus could have taught the lost sheep of Israel is by going to where
they are and teaching them. Does this mean that He had to share in their sin so that He
could undergnd where they are coming from? Of course not! (1 John 3:5). We need

to realizethat our mission is the same a8 KDW RI -HVXV WR 3VHHN DQG
ZDV ORVW ~ 7KH RQO\ zD\ ZH FDQ EULQJ WKH JRVSHO
get off of ourhigh horse and talk witnd teachmen of the world. Jesus humbled
Himself from being equal with God to being a man (Phil. 2). The least we could do is
humble ourselves enough to talk to other human beings about the gospel of salvation.

Matt. 10:3; Matt.21:31: In Matthew 21 Jesus lumps the tax collectors and harlots into

the same classification. Hipoint to the chief priests and the elders was that these
terrible sinners were more likely to enter into thegdom of heaven than they were

37 D[ FR O wodicHrEviked With murderers and robbers, and a Jew was permitted to

lie to them if necessary. The attitude found in the gospels is similar. Tax collectors are
lumped together with harlots (Matt 21:31), Gentiles (Matt 18:17), and, most often,
sinners (Matt9:10). They were as offensive to Jews for their economic and social
practices as lepers were for their uncleanness; both were excluded from the people of
*RG "~ )J)URP 1HOVRQ V ,00XVWUDWHG %LEOH 'LFWLRC
Nelson Publishers). It imteresting to note that Matthew, who was one of these tax
collectors, ended up being one of the apostles. This just goes to show that any person
from any class of human society can obey the gospel and become a great servant for
our Lord. In light of thisconsider the following passages: James 2:5; 1 Cor. 1:26;
James 3:137; 1 Cor. 3:180; James 1:91. Let us remember these things when we
EHIJLQ WR WKLQN WKDW ZH DUH EHLQJ 3JRRG &KULVWLI
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