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Introduction
To the Book of James

The Author:

In James 1:1, the lettet V' D G G U HaMeés| & bandservant of God and of the Lord Jesus ChisgK HUH DUH WKUH
men prominently referred to in the New Testament as James. 1. The brother of John. He was one of apostles. 2.
James the less, or so he is referred to in MarkQL34 too was an apostle (Matthew 10:2). 3. James the physical

brother of Jesus. The first James was martyred in Acts2lBefore the book is suppostedhave beemvritten. It

was customary for the apostles to state their apostleship when writingsta éq@e Lor. 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1). The

author does not address himself as such; therefore it is unlikely that either of the apostles wrote the book. Thus, we

are left with James, the physical brother of Jesus as the most likely author.

In the list of the / RUGYYV EURWKHUY LQ ODWWKHZ DQG ODUN -DPHV LV OL
he is next in age after Jesus. During the public ministry of Jesus, it appears that James (as well as his other siblings)

did not believe in Him as the SoRl *RG -RKQ +RZHYHU VRPH WLPH DIWHU -HVX\
-DPHV EHOLHYHG DQG HYHQ EHFDPH D SURPLQHQW PHPEHU RI WKH FK>
statements in Galatiaris19; 2:9. One of his other brothers is atitésl with writing the book of Jude (Jutid).

Recipients:

,Q -DPHV W KH O H Wthi¢ tvelve Wib8s@vtidh ldre schitered/dbrodd, W LV VXSSRVHG WKDW -
addressing the Hebrew Christians who were scattered due to the persiattiaa arisen in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1).

7TKHLU +HEUHZ EDFNJURXQG ZRXOG DiferRelv®wbesR UW- DR/H D @ VURH ISRMMVQEHD RV R,
was referring to all Christians; Jews and Gentiles alike. A combination of these two explanatissosbe the

best explanation. The date the letter was written is supposed to be between 44 and 62 A.D. The conversion of the

first Gentiles in Acts 10 took place about 40 A.D. By the time the letter was written gentiles were being added to the
church as wll as Jews. Therefore, it is most likely the case that James addressed the letter to all Christians, for Jew
DQG *HQWLOH EHOLHYHUV DOLNH DUH *RGYV VSHFLDO SHRSOH WKH\ DL
Deut. 26:18; Pet. 2:9).

Attacks Against the Book:

%HILQQOLQJ ZLWK ODUWLQ /XWKHU LQ WKH HDUO\ $alvativhkby Fdith ZKR VWU
Only have a great dislike for the book of James. Their conflict is based, among other things, on a misunderstanding

of PDXOYV FRPPHQWYV FRQFHUQLQJ MXVWLILFDWLRQ E\ IDLWK 7KH\ WDNH
(Romans 3:28; 5:1; Ephesians 2:8), nothing more is required of man for salvation than faith alone. Because of this
misunderstanding, when they rea® PHV You sée then that man is justified by works, and not by faith only

WKH\ VHH LW DV D GLUHFW FRQWUDGLFWLRQ RI 3DXOTV WHDFKLQJV <HYV
results in justification is a faith that is obedi¢Rom. 1:5; 16:26; Heb 11:1), and that mere mental ascent never

saved anyone (John 12:43; James 2:19). Nevertheless, their dislike for the book is so strong that some even go so

far as to argue that the book is not inspired. This is, of course, alEs@ny. word in the book of James is in

complete agreement with all other inspired writers of the Bible. We must understand that the scriptures cannot
broken (John 10:35), therefore if two passage seem to be in conflict with one another it is we whaleen, mit

one passage or the other. Rather than cutting passages out of the Bible, as king Jehoiakim did in Jeremiah 36:23, we
PXVW VWULYH WR KDUPRQL]JH RXU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ ZLWK DOO RI *RGTV 1

The Practicality of the Book:

Some people in theeligious community may not like this book, but its practicality can be clearly seen. The book of
James does not allow men to remain at an academic or theoretical level of understanding. It forces one to step out of
their studies and take a good hard loadkaW KHLU R ZQ F KD U D F V\BHtlbe OdgiG oPtieQu@rt lndnbtOLITH 3
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing




his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goesyaand immediately forgets what kind of man he'was

(1:22- W EUHDNV GRZQ WKH SODWIRUP RI KXPDQ ZLVGRP XSRQ ZKLFK PD
F R QI L GWI@kdHvisé and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct thartkisisire done in

the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy arskskihg in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the

truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envgemhkihgelf

exist confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisyD P H \/17).

One cannot read this epistletiut taking note of the earnestness with which the Holy Spirit entreats the reader.

The passion with which the epistle was written ought to move every honest servant of God fo action.

Mark Duragan pointsout the following applications that we can makeKLOH UHDGLQJ 7"WKY VLEQRWN D
Christianity which is practiced in the comfort of a study or with the perks of tenure and a successful book tour (1:2

*RG LVQTW LPSUHYVV-B)G. Ehe/iK & widoim 8! tannot be obtameatt from God and
submitting to His will (James 1:5). Zhis book gets down to the nittyitty of temptation (1:14.6), and removes
all the human explanations, excuses and rationalizations for why people do bad things. The teaching on why people
give inWR HYLO FOHDUO\ JRHV DJDLQVW PRGHUQ SROLWLFDO FRUUHFWQH
UHOLJLRXV RU VHFXODU VFKR O Dproféstion Bearts ViadHing (1G22 N Beiy R CKristiad W KD W (
means getting your hands dirty,ttiygy into uncomfortable situations, changing your attitude, controlling your
tongue and so on. 6. The teaching concerning personal favoritisf)(gaks against the preferences of those who
see themselves as belonging to an elite class. 7. A faitivoinles upsets the Calvinist or the elitist, who wants their
salvation locked in, so they can concentrate on more important matter §3:Tdhe book is so practical that some
KDYH FDOOHG LW pWKH JRVSHO RI FRPPRQ VB QMHAHKH 2MH QW HMKHH ZAURLQW MW
VLPSOH DQG VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG 7KHUH LV XVXDOO\ QR JRRG UHDVRQ II
ZULWHU QRWHG p7KHUH DUH WKRVH ZKR WDON KROLQHVY DQM@ DUH K\SF
yet cannot live peaceably with their brethren; those who are full of pious phraseology but fail in practical
philanthropy. The epistle was written for them. It may not give them much comfort, but it ought to give them much
profit. All who are long on teory and short on practice ought to steep themselves in the spirit of James; and since
WKHUH DUH VXFK SHRSOH LQ HYHU\ FRPPXQLW\ DQG LQ HYHUkReDJH WKH
Book of Jamedntroduction).

Themes in the Book:

Purereligion vs. vain religion.
An active faith (1:2127; 2:1426).
The power of the tongue (31R2).
Wisdom from above (3:138).
The truth about temptation (46).
Humility (4:7-17).
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ViILI.
VIII.

XI.

XII.
XII.
XIV.
XV.
XVI.

XVILI.

Outline of the Book:

Greeting

Trials and how to meet them:{14).
Wisdom and how to obtain it (185).
Wealth and how to regard it (:19).

The true source of temptation (1:13).

The true source of every good gift (1:18).
Hearing and doing (1:197).

Against partiality (2:113).

Against a barren fait{2:14-26).

Qualities regarded in teachers (as well as all Christi&ng-18).
A. Control of the tongue (3:12).

B. True wisdom (3:13.8).
Dangers/source of dissention (47).

A. Selfish motivation (4:13).

B. Desire to compromise with the world (4%4.
C. Arrogance (4:610).

D. Unconstructive criticism (4:%:12).

E. Rash confidence, presumption (4<13).
Warnings to wealthy oppressors (8}
Encouragements to the oppressed-BLY.
Against oaths (5:12).

The power of prayer (5:1388).

Help

For backslides (5:1920).




Questions
for the Introduction

Use the lesson to answer these questions:

1. Which man bearing the name of James most likely authored the Book of James?
2. :KDW LV PHDQW E\ 3 WKH WZHOYH WULEHV ZKLFK DUH VFDWWHUHG DEU]I

3. Why do some peple say that the book of James is not inspired of God?

4. What would you say to those who argue that James is not inspired?

5. Is the book of James useful for understanding Christian life?

How it useful?

6. List at least four principle that we cagatn about by studying this book:
a.

b
C.
d




Lesson One

James 1:8

Text

“James, a borskrvant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad, greetings. 2
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter variaiss 8iknowing that the testing of your faith produces
endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 5
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men genatbusilycat reproach, and it will

be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea
driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from8Heeingrdy
doubleminded man, unstable in@ KLV ZD\V u

Comments

-DPHV ZDV ZULWWHQ E\ WKH /RUG:-V EURWKHU DQG DGGUHVVHG "WR W
with the time of its writings, may refer to those Jews who had becoman€HEste Acts9), but is certainly
applicable to all Christians. For in Christ, Jew and Gentile become origfiinthal Israel (Eph. 2:16).

:H DUH H[KRUWHG WR "FRQVLGHU LW DOO MR\p ZKHQ ZH IDFH WKH Y
HQGXUDQFH WKURXJK OLIH 2XU FX/@MWaX prevedteX QadyHtd v WU @pipteQalin@R thisV KH W
LQVWUXFWLRQ 7KH MR\ RI D &KULVWLDQ LV QRW DV VR PDQ\ VHH LW D
sense of physicpleasure and sédlilfillment. Rather, it is the delight we may have in knowing that our trials will
produce something wonderful. It is the joy that the farmer experiences as he contemplates the fruit that his labors will
produce. Therefore, when we cafesiit all joy we are putting forth a conscious effort to set our minds on the light
shining at the end our tunnel of trials. We delight in our spiritual growth which we undergo, knowing that the end
result is an everlasting reward.

In order for the Chstian to consider the testing of his faith a joyous occasion, he must have his heart in the right
placedin the treasures of heaven (Matt. 6:20). If what we value lies only in the temporal pleasures of this life, no
manner of reasoning will cause us to jakevhile suffering. Yet, all Christians have had to leave a life in which our
motivations were purely physical (Epft-3). For this reason, many are haressed at first to find joy in the spiritual
rewards of godly living. Knowing our weaknessesofterd us wisdom for overcoming our trials and learning the
patience which is so vital to the lives of His people. God alone is the source for true wisdom. To those who ask in
prayer, He is able and willing to give wisdom in abundance. For it is tiugsdom of God that the true value of
our spiritual rewards can be seen.

However, with our requests comes a certain oblig&itim Without faith in the willingness and ability of God to
help, no amount of prayer will give us wisdom to overcomé.Wwerdoubt God, what is to say that we will not also
doubt the value of our suffering? Such is the man who, when he suffers, is guilty of complaining and ill treatment of
others, even grumbling against God for allowing him to suffer. Such is not thefr&sth, but of double
mindedness. For in one instance he glorifies God, but when made to suffer for the name of Christ he turns in
cowardice. He is unstable in all his ways. Therefore, let us ask in faith, having all confidence in the willingness and
power of God, and let us be constant, always looking to the reward that is in Christ.




Questions

For Lesson One

Use the text and the lesson to answer these questions:

1. How should Christians view trials in their lives?

2. Explain how the testing of ouitfiecanproduce patience

3. What is the value of developing patience?

4. What should we ask God for when struggling with patience?

5. How can that help us to have patience and take joy in our trials?
6. What is the difference between knowledge ardbmid

7. How will God respond to our requests if we doubt?
If we do NOT doubt?

8. Why is faith so necessary when we pray to God?

9. What is the character of a person who doubts?

10. :KDW GRHV LW PHBRQ W&RHBMY GRXEOH




Lesson Two

James 1:90

Text

‘But let the brother of humble circumstances glory in his high position; 10 and let the rich man glory in his
humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with a scorching wind, and withers the
grass; and its flower fadif, and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in tbé msdst

pursuits will fade awal2 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive
the crown of life, which the Lord has preed to those who love Him. 13 L& R RQH VD\ ZKHQ KH LV WHPS
EHLQJ WHP S VibrlGodcanhét Ge tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 14 But each one

is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15h&hdnsivhas conceived, it gives birth to sin;

and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good thing
bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of ligltspwillexe is no variation,

or shifting shadow. 18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it
were, the first fruits among His creatures. 19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But let everyontoleequick

slow to speak and slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousnpgss of God.

Comments

,Q WKH SUHYLRXV OHVVRQ ZH VWXGLHG -DPHV:- LQVWUXFWLRQ IRU
acknowledges that circumstancan bring their own temptations and that wisdom is needed in order to live godly lives
in light of those circumstances.

7KH W HhLhble circumstances VSHDNV RlI ORZOLQHVYV DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH ZRUOG
of no reputation, undtinguished, or poor. This situation in life comes with its own set of temptations, one of which is
WKH WHPSWDWLRQ WR FXUVH *RG IRU RXU VWUXJJOHY L H ":K\ PH"p +RZ
not need to be ashamed of his situatidh GLVFRXUDJHG E\ LW )RU UHJDUGOHVV RI WKH z
&KULVW KH LV D FKLOGawrafsBdas up-t8&mer, and made us sit together in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesys (S K 6 XFK D SHUaAtHQ frénd Qe Wxaltalibn &d Wohof lof being a servant of
Christ, for that is the most dignified position that any man can attain.

In contrast, the rich may be tempted to forget God. His situation in life may cause him to put too much faith in
his wealthHe may learn to value comfort more that godliness and his heart may be turned away from the Lord, as was
,VUDHO -V DFFRUGH% Qhkrafore, juf ¥k lowly man must glory in his high position, so the rich man
must glory in his humiliatiof€ertainly, such a man must glory in the rewards of his faith, but such rewards must
remind him that he has a more permanent home than what his riches can provide. The wealth of this world is like the
flower of the field which withers in the hot sun. Butreward in Christ cannot be destroyed (M&20). To glory in
the humiliation of his flesh will help the rich man to refocus his eyes on what really matters; to remind him of the
instability of earthly riches and the eternal security of faith in J&SUs &@aNimdnd those who are rich in this
present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to
enjoy 7LP

Those who persevere during temptation, no matter their situatlide, iare blessed in the sight of God. Like
Abraham, they will prove their faith in God by trusting in Him rather than in the things of this life. Those who
persevere are tested and proven as precious metals that are purified by fire. We must noécehhotihese who
DUH DSSURYHG GR QRW VLPSO\ IDFH WULDOV IRU WKLY FDQ EH VDLG RI
EUDYHO\ DQG FDOPO\p 7KD\HU SJ 7KHVH DUH WKH SHRSOH ZKR FRQ
of their trials and temptations; who do not use their temptation as an opportunity to sin, in word or in deed. If this can
EH VDLG RI XV WKHQ ZH ZLOO UHFHLYH WKH FURZQ RI OLIH ZKHQ WKH /I
Him.

When we areegmpted we must not say that it is God who tempts us, for He does not tempt with evil. He allows us
to be tested with the hardships and struggles that are inherent in this physical life; He even uses those things to
discipline us as His children (Heb. 1215. But God cannot be tempted with evil, nor does He tempt with evil.
Rather, the sinful temptations of our eyes, flesh and pride are the result of our own misplaced desires. When we give




in to our own lusts and desires sin is born and the result is @adttwhen we understand and admit this truth can
we learn to persevere in our temptation.

An understanding of how sin develops can help us to overcome it by stopping it at its source. There are, in fact,
four ways by which this can help us to overcdin&ince the progression of sin begins with our own desires, the best
place to begin overcoming it is to change our desires. The word of God can direct our minds and desires to those
things which are of God (Matt. 628. But changing our desires tale®. While engaging in that process there are
other things we can do to keep from sinning. 2. Limit opportunities. Some people try to get as close to the line as
possible; to see how far they can go without actually sinning. But when we see thdyofpsirtune must learn to
IOHH LW DV -RVHSK IOHG |URR).3GwaldDdifere ug b Iwhy oftegape (1 Cor. 10:13). 3.
Exercise setfontrol. We cannot avoid every temptation. When we do encounter them we must execoisgdaelf
We must control our bodies, and not allow our bodies to control us. It is here that our love for God and our faith in
His promise are tested. @btain forgiveness. We may sin from time to timéofih 1:8), but we can be forgiven
and have another opganity to overcome through that forgiveness.

We must acknowledge the righteousness of God when dealing with sin and temptation. We must not allow
ourselves to be deceived into thinking that God is the cause of our temptation. No evil thing can coime @och H
does not cause us to sin, nor does He hinder us from overcoming our sins. Our own lusts and desires do that. But
from God we receive all things that are good. For every good thing that we encounter in this life, from the rain that
waters the grountd our salvation in Christ, is a gift from God. There is no variation to this truth. It is according to His
will that we are brought forth (become new creatiobs 3:3, 5) by the word of truth (the gospel of salvation) and
that we should be the firs«kb WV WKH FKRLFHVW RI DOO FUHDWLRQ GHGLFDWHG WR

For this reason we must be quick to hear. That it to say, we must be ready and willing to hear the instruction and
FRUUHFWLRQ RI *RG-V ZRUGer, Wk fRusiseek @ autVInl videito beVquiskDoMEar we must also
EH VORZ WR VSHDN :H FDQQRW KHUH *RG:-V LQVWUXFWLRQ ZKHQ ZH DUH
We must also be slow to anger or wrath. This requiresosdlbl. Whenwe control our anger then we are better able
to reason concerning godly things and to strive for the righteousness of God. For His righteousness cannot be achieved
E\ PDQ:-V DQJHU EXW E\ KXPEOH VXEPLVVLRQ WR +LV ZRUG 7KHUHIRUH




Questions

For Lesson Two

Use the text and the lesson to answer these questions:

1. Why does James introduce the poor into a discussion of trials (1:9)?

The rich (1:1€11)?
2. To what does God compare the wealth of a rich man-{1)P0
3. What can we set our heartsiarthis life that will far out last earthly treasures?
4. Why are we blessed for enduring temptation (1:12)?
5. How are we blessed when we endure temptation?
6. :KDW LV D "FURZQ RI OLIH"u
7. How do temptations draw us into sin (vs13yP
8. How does sin bring fth death (1:15)?
9. How can understanding the progression of sin help us to overcome it?
10. Where do all good gifts come from (1:17)7?
11. What does it mean to be:
a. "4XLFN WR KHDU"pu
b. "60RZ WR VSHDN"u

c. "60RZ WR DQJHU"u

12. :KDW ZLOO SURGXFH WKHI2RPIKWHRXVQHVYV RI *RGyu




Lesson Three

James 1:227

Text

"Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted,
which is able to save your souls. 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not meselyhbedetrde
themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a
mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.
25 Bu one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful
hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does. 26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and
yet does not bridleiitongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless. 27 This is pure and undefiled
religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained
by the worldp

Comments

The wrdh of men does not produce the righteousness of God (see vs. 20). What does? The putting aside of all
filthiness. To put aside means to cast off, to get rid of. Filthiness is most often applied to the filth and dirt that we wash
off of our bodies. In a gjual sense, it depicts the nature of the sin which stains the souls of men. With this one word,
"ILOWKLQHVV p -DPHV VKRZV XV ZK\ ZH PXVW Q RMay WeirewViatuveXSinisL I\ R XU
filth and if we want to please Gtietn we must get rid of it. This is the commitment we make when we obey the
JRVSHO ")LOWKLQHVVHU LV ZKDW ZH UHSHQR6:M). YeK Ev@n Zftdr We>Xobe tie X U KHD
gospel there is some wickedness that remains; sins that uewstthhgg we strive to grow as Christians. Therefore, it
is not enough to simply put off the filth that we practiced while in the world, we must also put aside all that remains of
wickedness. Every evil thought, every bad habit, and every secretesimaihatwith us after our conversion. By this
we will prove ourselves to be children of God (1 Joh®)3:5

When we get rid of sin we cannot allow the void it creates to remain empty. We must fill the void with those
things that are godly in nature, st sins return worse than they were before (Matthew-4%):4Bor this reason,
James instructs us to receive with meekness the word implanted, which is able to save our souls. We must take special
FDUH WKDW ZH UHFHLYH *RG - WeZust GcgiteVit KiththeHhubility ity gendéléss\itheal,
surrendering ourselves to its every command. Only then can it save us. The word becomes implanted when we obey
the gospel of salvation. When we first hear the gospel, believe it and obegoinés apart of us; it is implanted in
our hearts. From that point on it is our responsibility to continue to learn and understand it and allow it to completely
fill our lives.

In order for this to take place, James says that we must be doers ofitaedvoot merely hearers. Many
religious minded people throughout the world are known for always having their Bibles at the ready, either sitting on
their end tables or their coffee tables. But such devotion to their Bibles is absolutely useless niothesaeiicing
what it says. James says that those who hear the word but do not do what it says delude themselves. They think they are
righteous and religious, but they are sorely mistaken.

-DPHV OLNHQV *RG:V ZRUG WR Dh& the mahwf God ought v Iddk likeHIhQ HiImdHyR Q R1 Z
316 3DXO VDLG WKDW WKH VFULSW XU Hidedqhkhlél equipget foNévery oddiwigkkWd PD Q R
VKRZV *RG-V SHRSOH WKH FKDUDFWHU WKH\ P X\shéwK DhéefHviaiey wdsH NLQG
become as children of God. There are many people who look into this mirror and study the teachings of Jesus and the
apostles ilepth. Yet, when they close its pages they turn and do the very things God condemns or fail to do the
things that God commands. They become forgetful hears. They look into the mirror, but when they walk away they
IRUJHW WKH LPDJH WKDW WKH\ VDZ )RU VXFK D RQH *RG:V ZRUG KDV QR

+RZ FDQ D SHUVRQ EHQH |IBMNoriahWRPlodbRR GritevhthdiRA Berfect law,
the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this
man shall be blessed in what he deeg§ KLV LV ZK\ *RG:-V ZRUG ZDV JLYHQ WI
hear it, understand it, and practice/When we are obedient to the word of God, then we know

10



WKDW ZH KDYH D UL JKWNaALY Bns/ wdrkDonkihas wé kn\bK HinR B we” keep
His commandmenis -RKQ 7KLY GHVFULEHVY WKH SHUVRQ ZKR C
not forget Wwat he sees.

-DPHV DIILUPV WKDW *RG:-V ZRUG LV LQ IDFW D ODZ ,W FRC
We must understand, however, that there are laws which take away freedom and there are laws
which give freedom. The law of Christ is one of listtw SURYLGHV IRU WKH IUHH
people. It does so, not only by salvation through the sacrifice of Jesus, but also by revealing the
wisdom and righteousness of God which frees us from the foolishness that is in the world.
However, this freedom placesUHDW UHVSRQVLELOLW\ RQ *RG:-V SHRSOH
us free only if we obey it. When we do this, as James says, we will be blessed in what we do.

7KHUH DUH PDQ\ ZKR VKRZ JUHDW HYLGHQFH RI EHLQJ SLR
may manifest their devotion through many good deeds, through a zeal for sound doctrine, or
WKURXJK GLOLJHQW VWXG\ RI *RG-V ZRUG EXW LI WKH\ GR
ZRUWKOHVV K\ LV WKLV" -DPHV FAE Péliglié iRairaNa<uoxdd bfQ -D P+
iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole boaly, and sets on fire
the course of nature; and it is set on fire by ie/|]l ZH GR QRW EULGOH RU FRQWU
ruin everything. Fothis reason Christians must learn to refrain from speaking when they are
tempted to lash out, when they are tempted to gossip, or when they are tempted to speak things
that are not true. A single word can ruin days, even years of good works.

We mustallR XQGHUVWDQG WKDW "UHOLJLRQM LQ WKH VLJKW F
%LEOHV RU DWWHR G lb@8 avdHuacetiearsligion in the sight of our God and
Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneseédibgi#éhe worlgh
%LEOH VWXG\ LV QHFHVVDU\ EXW LW LV WKH PHDQV E\ ZKLF
read our Bibles but do not live the way it instructs us to, then our devotion is useless. For this
reason the individual must put to gree all that God commands in the scriptures. The result will
be love from a pure heart toward all men. For the first and second greatest commandments are
W K HAhWH yoir shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. And the second, like it, is this.
'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There /s no other commandment greater than these
(Mark 12:30).
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Questions

For Lesson Three
Use the text and tHesson to answer these questions:

1. What needs to be laid aside (1:21)?

2. What needs to be received with meekness (1:21)?

3. :KDW GRHV LW PHDQ "WKH ZRUG LPSODQWHGH "
4. How can you deceive yourself (1:22)?

5. Why is a hearer like a man looking intmaror (1:23)?

6. What is one like who hears the word but does not do it-p#3
7. Who will truly be blessed in what they do (1:25)?

8. What is the perfect law of liberty (1:25)? Why?

9. Whose religion is useless (1:26)?

10. '"HILQH "UHOLJLRQUQu

11. DelLQH "YLVLWu

12. Who is to visit orphans and widows (1:27)?

13. '"HILQH "XQVSRWWHGYH

12



Lesson Four

James 2:13

Text

‘My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 2 For if

a man omes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in
dirty clothes, 3 and you pay special attention to the one who is@ggdaW KH ILQH FORWKHY DQG VD\ (<
SODFH - DQG KRXSRRUY®BBBENW fver théed RU VLW GRZQ HE\h&E ydv Ry MEd&Kk R O
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God
choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and log¢itise kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?

6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court? 7 Do
they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called? 8 If, howeaes, fybilling the royal \g
DFFRUGLQJ W RYdUkhall Govdlyio® Welhbidr a§ yddiSybu- are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality,

you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps thandhae law
stumbles in one point, he has become\Wuil R1 DOO ) R Do bt ZaRit WX WMHU\ - DOVR VDLG
FRPPLW PNoWw @ yblWde not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the

law. 12 So speak @0 act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment will be merciless to
one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.

Comments

Jesus died for all men because all have sinned. Therefore, all men have equalsabatidor At the same
time, all who are in Christ are equally blessed, regardless of their physical circumstances, and they are equally precious
LQ *RG:-V VLIKW (SK 7KLV LV WKH XQLW\ ZKLFK &KULVWriicée WDEOLVK
He tore down whatever separation existed between men and made all who believe in Him to come together as one
man or as one body (Ephesians A:3]L It is for this reason that we are commanded to not hold our faith in Jesus
Christ with an attitudef personal favoritism. When we honor one man over another on account of his wealth, social
circumstances, or any other physical attribute, we make ourselves judges of one another causing one person to be
regarded as greater than another. We show pantvéiere Christ has created equality.

During the time the book of James was written, there was a common attitude in the societies of the day which
discriminated against the lesser classes. When we obey the gospel, this is one of the mamfadmwshat we
must /ay asiddJames 1:21). Our goal must be to regard men as Christ does and not according to the flesh (2
Corinthians 5:16).

Therefore, when we see a brother of high circumstances or worldly importance, we must not exalt him above the
others. And when we see a brother of poor circumstances, we must not humble him, but seek to lift him up instead.
$V -D P HVGYdYias$chosethe poor of this worled be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom 7KH 3VDOPLVW
wrote of this in Psalm 1138%a\ L Q #e raises the poor out of the dust, and lifts the needy out of the ash heap, that
He may seat him with princesvith the princes of His peopla -HV XV zZDV SRRU ZKHQ +H SUHDFKHG
kingdom (Luke 9:58). He preached the gospel to twr (Luke 41:8). He chose men who were poor to be His
apostles (Acts 3:6). With this pattern God was able to show us that His salvation does not rest upon the wealth and
power of men, but in His wisdom, might and righteousness from which the gospal itscpoxger. God is our
exaltation, not the riches of this world! Therefore, as we learned in chapter one, the poor ought to rejoice in their
exaltation in Christ and the rich in their humiliation. As we put our faith in Christ we must also view earitbrethr
the same manner as Christ 8lidth love, giving one another the preference (Rota8s3).

In response to the above statements, some may be tempted to argue that they are fulfilling the royal law, which is
WR "ORYH \RXU QHLJ M theich mB¢He¢ ¥eatdf haon@ \However, James shows that this argument
is not a valid one. He makes the point that if we are trying to show love toward our neighbors then we do well.
However, he goes on to say that if we love one brother butatt@lity toward another, we are still in sin.

God gives us the law by which we must walk. One command in His law is just as authoritative as another.
Therefore, if we disobey one command, though we are obedient to every other command, we becac@ djntty a
WR W K BoWwkpEVEr kéeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become gualty of all

13



The Law of Christ is a law that brings freedom to those who obey it. Therefore it is c@lisdahéberzy
However, as a law it idldtinding upon those who are under it. While it offers freedom, it also condemns those who
DUH GLVREHGLHQW 'XULQ Hetwd r&dc3 We, \bnd'\doas Xox kecédlvie WK wordss, has that which
Judges him- the word that | have spoken willige him in the last dagy - R K Q 7TKHUHIRUH ZH PXVW I
of liberty with the understanding that we will be judged by its every word.

‘H FDQQRW SLFN DQG FKRRVH ZKLFK FRPPDQGYVY ZH DUH JRLQJ WR REH
part of what is expected of us by God. Therefore, if we obediently honor one brother, while at the same time
withholding our honor from another brother, we are still in sin. Why? Because patrtiality is a sin according to the law of
Christ.

This principle &S8SOLHY WR HYHU\ DAKSHFXDR | Z4ROBNV- DDV P [$5035p&kk aiiidd) KH ZUF
act, as those who are to be judged by the law of Ifpertyl ZH DUH JRLQJ WR IROORZ &KULVW Z
commands, not just the ones we want. If weHa JRLQJ OHDUQ *RG:V ZRUG ZH PXVW DOVR SU
going to love our neighbors, we must also worship God in spirit and in truth. If we are going to assemble with the saints
at every opportunity, then we must also honor God every dalienf the week. This is what God expects of His
people.

When we show partiality toward our brethren, we are being merciless. Mercy is what causes us to care for a
person according to their needs. We are merciless when we withhold that which ounéedtherherefore, when
ZH KRQRU D ULFK PDQ ZKLOH GHJUDGLQJ D SRRU PDQ "'VLW GRZQ DW P
X Q G HU V Wmyenivil baNnérciless to the one who shows no mercKDW LV WKH SRLQW" ,Q RUG
mercyfrom God, we must cast off personal favoritism and show mercy to our brethren who are in need: feeding the
poor, clothing the naked, going to the imprisoned and visiting the sick. We must associate with the humble that we
may lift them up. By this we wilalk in the steps of our Lord and Savior, and in return God will have mercy upon us.
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Questions

For Lesson Four

Use the text and the lesson to answer these questions:

1. What are the three main points for this chapter?
b
C.
2. With what is one not to holithe faith of our Lord Jesus Christ (2:1)?
3. What situation does James use to illustrate his point concerning partié)y (2:2
4. Why would some pay attention to the rich man (2:3)?
5. Of what is one guilty when they show partiality (2:4)?
6. Why should me not show prejudice against the poor (2:5)?
7. How and why did God choose the poor of this world (2:5)?
8. What had the rich been doing against those to whom James wrote this epi3tle (2:6
9. :KDW LV WKH "UR\DO ODZu YV "
10. What is the consequencesbfowing partiality (2:9)?
11. Of what is one guilty if they stumble in just one point of the lawl@2A0

12. What is the law of liberty (2:12)?

13. In your own words, explain the point James makes in verse 12.

15



| esson five

James 2:126

Text

‘What use istj my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother
or sister is without clothing and in need of daily foodDIQ G RQH RI \R X GéIn\peavéise werkhkeldPand]

EH IL&andyetyou do notvg them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no
works, is dead, being by itself % XW VRP HR Q HY®&UWhave tithOand DRaveworks; show me your faith

without the works, and | wdhow you my faith'b P\ ZR UNYbou believe that God is one. You do well; the

demons also believe, and shudder. 20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is
useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when hewgifesaaic his son on the altar? 22 You see

that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; 23 andréheecrip

I XOILO OHG AadAlrehavi Dalidved God, and itwas i RQHG WR KLP Daidhelwik ¢alit®RKe/ QHV YV -
friend of God. 24 You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way was not
Rahab the harlot also justified by works, when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For
just aghe body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works igtdead.

Comments

At this point in the book, we should be able to see one of the major themes that the Holy Spirit is developing. In
chapter one, James wrote of our need to continueienpat(continue to exemplify godly character) even in the midst
of trials, to endure temptation, to lay aside filthiness and wickedness, and to be doers of the word. In the first part of
chapter he wrote of the need to be obedient to the law in all @ithgsit partiality. In each of these points great
VWUHVV LV SODFHG XSRQ WKH QHHG WR EH REHGLHQW LQ OLJKW RI *RC
while doing things our own way. Christians cannot please God while living the waynttles didrld. Neither can
WKH\ VLPSO\ "WDJ DORQJ IRU WKH ULGH p ,I ZH ZDQW WR EH SOHDVLQJ W
*RG:-V ZLOO DQG GLOLJHQWO\ VWULYLQJ WR RYHUFRPH RXUn&/ar® V ,Q UH
VDYHG E\ JUDFH WKURXJK IDLWK ZK\ GRHV -DPHV SX2§. JAXeéskad#resSdsDV LV R
this very question in 2:26.

Of what use is our faith if it is not backed up with actions? This was James initial questierwtwotbelieved
they could be saved by faith alone. To illustrate his point, James used a common greeting among the Jews of the day.
1D EURWKHU RU VLVWHU LV ZLWKRXW FORWKLQJ DQG LQ QHHG R/ GDL
warmed DQG EH ILOOHG - DQG IHW IRX GR QRW JLYH WKHP\ZKD BIMHLWHROHF DV
person to be warmed and filled without giving them anything to warm them or fill them, does our statement benefit
them? Not in the least. We mésll them to be filled, we may even desire that they be filled, but such a statement is
worthless unless we act upon it! The same thing is true for our faith. We may say we believe in God. We may confess
Jesus as Lord. But if we do not also obey Jedumdisour confession will prove useless in the Day of Judgment.
Jesus taught on this principle in the parable of the two sons in Matthe®1 2¥W2®&n the father asked one of his
sons to work in his vineyard, the first son said he would work, but helidetelesus implied that this son did not
do the will of his father. Even so, we do not do the will of our Father in heaven when we say we have faith in Jesus as
Lord but fail to obey Him as Lord. Therefore, our faith, if it does not have the worksktdt lip, is useleds is
dead.

-DPHV VWUHQJIJWKHQV KLV YBRAaQe\Ka/1, 1aXd/ K hAVeKbdrRs \SHD W rHeP/ L@ idith without the
works, and | will show you my faith by my woks6 RPH KDYH EHFRPH FRQIXVHG DW WKLYV
MisuQGHUVWDQG WKH WHUP "ZRUNV p 3DXO XVHG WKLV WHUP 4@t WKH ERR
from workgr 5RP %XW LQ QR ZzD\ GR WKHVH SDVVDJHVY FRQWUDGLFW RQF
point that a person cannot eaW KHLU VDOYDWLRQ WKURXJK WKHLU ZRUNV WKDW D
EHFDXVH , RIIHUHG VDFULILFHV WLWKHG DQG IHG WKH SRRU p +RZHYHU
unless we obey Him. In no way did James imply thatw earn our salvation. When we understand this we will find
that James and Paul were in perfect agreement, for Paul wrote in R&hanisat in the judgment God will render
WR HDFK SHUVRQ DFF R Lqror, Ak pebEatad évepaniwdxks what is gogemph. mine,
DP). James point was that our works are a manifestation of our faith.
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If we have faith but do not obey God, our faith is no better than that of the demons. Some have been tempted to
VFRII DW WKLV DUIXPOWVWDYDRRWIEH'MDYHG WKHUHIRUH LW LV IRROLYV
However, Jesus used this type of reasoning several times during His ministry. One example can be found in Matthew

ZKHUH +H WDXJKW XV WR GBY duloxdlthos@whp loveyourwhadreviai have you? Do
not even the tax collectors do the same?HV XV ZDV QRW DUJXLQJ ZKHWKH/eRdr QRW WKF
enemies. His point was that, generally speaking, tax collectors love only thosetivbro loaek, but that God has
called us unto greater things. If we want to be better than the tax collectors we must learn to love &soGoekloves
our enemies. Likewise, James was not arguing whether or not the demidhs saved; this had nothirngdo with
it. Rather, that the demons acknowledge that there was one God, but they did not serve Him. Even so, we are no
better than the demons if we acknowledge that there is one God but do not serve Him.

-DPHV JRHV RQ WR XVH *RIGstiatd BanwViakKh M@st WeHddcompgamed bywikorks. In Genesis
22:114, God told Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. In Hebrewsl®lit15ays that Abraham believed that God
could raise Isaac from the dead. Could Abraham have proven his faith yfiehehstme and refused to obey God?
2l FRXUVH QRW 6R ZKDW GaGeelatiaih Was\workirg it AlsWobrks, and as a result of the
works, faith was perfectad 7KLV LV WKH SRLQW RI1 WK ledmnduk BabatioVtHragivkd’k :H FD Q(
5DWKHU RXU IDLWK DQG RXU ZRUNV ZRUN WRJHWRBUThaQs W BayMveZ D\ ZH D
are saved by our faith when it is perfected by our works. This is the kind of faith Abraham had. This is the kind of
faith we nust have. Only then will our faith will be accounted to us as righteousness.

Rahab was another example of a person whose faith was perfected by works. She believed in the Lord God, but
her faith would have been useless had she kept silent. Insteaglpstiatie spies escape and in so doing saved her
own life as well (read Joshua 2; 6:17).

Can a body function without its life force? No. Neither can our faith function without our works. There may be
faith, just as there may be a body, but as our spiges the body to be animated, so our works cause our faith to be
DQLPDWHG ,1 ZH WDNH ZRU N ¥s BX¥dRWithdit e Soirk iDABAIRSQ fal wWith&ut works is
dead alsqu
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Questions

For Lesson Five

Use the text and the lessorattswer these questions:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

What question does James address in this section?

What is the first example James uses to illustrate the futility of faith without wodk&?2:15
Of what value is faith without works (2:17)?

How does James challenge a pegbo only has faith (2:18)?

What example does James use next to show the futility of faith only (2:19)?

Do the demons really believe (2:19)?

Even though the demons cannot be saved, how does their faith in one God illustrate our need to have faith and

works?

How does James 2:17 describe faith without works?

How was Abraham justified (2:21)? Compare with Hebrews 11:17

:KDW ZDV WKH UHODWLRQ EHWZHHQ $EUDKDP:-V IDLWK DQG ZRUNYV

:KDW WZR WKLQJV UHVXOWHG IURP $EUDKDP: .-V ZRUNYV "

Why wasAbraham the friend of God (2:24)?

How are we justified by works (2:24)? Does this contradict Romans 5:1? Explain.

:KDW GRHV -DPHV WHDFK XV DERXW WKH EHOLHI WKDW RQH FDQ EH

How was Rahab justified (2:25)? Compare withedebi1:31.

+RZ GRHV -DPHV GHVFULEH "IDLWK ZLWKRXW ZRUNV"u
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L esson Six

James 3:8

Text

‘Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment. 2 For we
all stumble in many ways. If anyone dassstumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole
body as well. 3 Now if we put the bits into the horses' mouths so that they may obey us, we direct their entire body as
well. 4 Behold, the ships also, though they are so greakativan by strong winds, are still directed by a very small
rudder, wherever the inclination of the pilot desires. 5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts
of great things. Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by sudHigesfaAnd the tongue is a fire, the very world

of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of
our life, and is set on fire by hell. 7 For every species of beasts and birdisgoanepcreatures of the sea, is tamed,

and has been tamed by the human race. 8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly
poison.p

Comments

7TKHUH LV D VHQVH LQ ZKLFK DOO Rl *RG:V Betéadyahd Wikng 16 téach eHD FKH U
JRVSHO WR DQ\ ZKR DUH LQ QHH Gau&sbd ik D Qe dxdiehse R iepapesihGasksR -
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness apd Reter3:15). Jesus said that His diks were to
EH WKH OLJKW RI WKH ZRUOG $V VlémbBur ight sb BHmMP Belpfe &, WAL ey mEp sedd J -~
your good works and glorify your Father in hearve® DWWKHZ 7KXV *RG-V SHRSOH DUH WR EH V
and in deed

$W ILUVW JODQFH LW ZRXOG VHHP WKDW -D P HY HeeltixelR, ReXndbndanyc & KU LV
of you become teachegs 8QGHUVWDQG WKDW -DPHVY GRHV QRW FRQWUDGLFW WKH
those who desir® be designated as teachers. Like the apostles, prophets, evangelists, and elders, teachers had their
RZQ GHVLIJQDWLRQ LQ MIK/H e KHtE ¥hat WR\ML Brifiocti there were certain prophets and
teacherp. $ FWYV Ahd God has appoietl these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers
& RUL QWK L DAad He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers (SKHVLDQV 6 R \R X V H HoultlvattiReXtd teadh@eén Ebidld tightabudh €3y aviK
salvation, there are also those in the church who are specifically designated to the role of teaching. The context of
James 3 suggests that it was this specific designation to which James was reféryingpubiihe discourage people
from becoming teachers?

‘Knowing that you shall receive a stricter judgmergY HU\ & KULVWLDQ KDV D UHVSRQVLELOL
carefully and to avoid foolish and erroneous talk, for all will give an accdbettiiamgs that they say (Matt. 12:36).
But those who become teachers have much more responsibility placed on their shoulders than the people they teach,
for there is a greater potential for leading others astray. Teachers will not be judged by atalifteshithan
everyone else, but they will be held accountable for the greater level of responsibility placed upon them. Jesus taught
this principle in the parable of the talents in Matthew B®1Reachers will also be held to the standard that they
teach. They guide others toward a better understanding of the scriptures and they instruct others in how to apply
scriptural principle in areas such as morality, Christian characteristics, worship, etc. Everything a teacher teaches
becomes a part of the s@D UG E\ ZKLFK KH YouQereioke, o @adh@nother, do you not teach
yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do yqu ste& P D Q V "

To illustrate the responsibility teachers have, James discussed the power of tlee Famngnost peoplet is
KDUG HQRXJK WR FR QW& GrumiteHirdak RiggsHM WRU WR FRQWURO RXUVHOYH
give in to the temptation. We try to do what is right, but as soon as we divert our attention we do mghdt is amo
ongoing challenge for all men. Yet, to control the tongue is a far greater challenge. So much so, that if a man has the
VWUHQJIJWK WR FRQWURO KLV WRQJXH FRQW U R/DaDoReldotiskabr sditvlleNn R1 KLV |
worm, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole fody

What is the point? Since the most essential tool of a teacher is his tongue (mouth, voice, etc.), he must not only
control his body in order to practice what he preaches (1 Cor. 9:27), halswusiontrol his tongue so that he
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teaches the right things and avoids saying the wrong things. Herein is the difficulty of this task. As a bit controls a
horse and as a small rudder controls a large ship, so the tongue is able to control a persdie #nmadybut its

power is great, as is the damage that it can do. It has the ability to lead us where we do not want to go, hence the
VD\ALQJ 3, SXW P\ IRRW LQWR P\ PRXWK "~ ;I D SHUVRQ GHVLUHV WR EHFR
well asthe risks.

There are many parts of various sizes within the human body. The tongue is one of the smallest members.
Nevertheless, it is able to do the greatest amount of damage. The tongue is able to defile the whole body (Mark
7:15). What comes out of oumouths is a manifestation of what exists in our hearts. If we say evil things it is
because there is evil in our hearts. For this reason our tongue is able to set fire to our lives. While the evil is
contained within our hearts we may repent and puff.itBut once it proceeds from our mouths there is very little
that can quench the fire that it creates. Therefore, it is able to set fire to our entire world.

Like a small flame which is able to set an entire forest ablaze, the tongue is able tats¢héineorld of men.
With a slip of the tongue a man can fall into sin. With one word life can be granted or denied. With a whisper of
deceit a nation can be hurtled into war. Men have the ability to tame all manner of life on this earth, from giant
whaleto the tiny flee, yet never has he been able to tame the tongue. Its poison can be seen in the damage caused by
false doctrine and in the deadly nature of gossip.

Many have set their hands to the task of teaching and have failed (1 Timothy 1:7; Tijug herefore James
V D \ Vet ot many of you become teachérsT KR XJK QRW DOO &KULVWLDQV DUH PHDQW WHR
IURP WKHVH SULQFLSOHV $V ZH ZLOO VHH LQ RXU QH[W OHVVRQ WKH G
life. Therefore, it ought to be a constant struggle for every Christian to control their tongue.
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Questions

For Lesson Six

Use the text and the lesson to answer these questions:

1. What are the main points of this chapter?

2. Why does James caution againstyrimtoming teachers (3:1)?

3. :K\ ZLOO WHDFKHUV UHFHLYH D "VWULFWHU MXGJPHQWU "
4. What is one indication of maturity and selfitrol (3:2)?

5. Inthis context, what does it mean to stumble (3:2)?

6. What two illustrations does James use to stepativer of the tongue (31p?
7. What illustration is used to show the danger of the tongue (3:5)?

8. How does James describe the tongued)3.6

9. Why does James mention birds and beasts (3:8)?
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Lesson Seven

James 3:98

Text

‘With it we bless oukord and Father; and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; 10
from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way. 11 Does a
fountain send out from the same opening both fredhatrer water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives,

or a vine produce figs? Neither can salt water produce fresh. 13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him
show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 14 Butabeyditter jealousy and selfish
ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom is not that which comes down
from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exististirdey &snd

every evil thing. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good
fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who
make peee.|

Comments

&RQWLQXLQJ KLV GLVFXVVLRQ -DPHV SRLQWYV RXW WKH GXDO QDWXU'L
great good or great evil. Many times, they do both. How is it that our words can be so dangerous? Deception. With
one word we cagreet our brother with kindness and with the next curse him or spread gossip to this ruin. In one
moment we may bless God and in the next curse man whom God created in His own image. Such inconsistency is not
ILWWLQJ IRU *RG-V SHRSOH

James illustratesis principle with the fountain and the tree. A farmer would not expect to pick oranges off of an
apple tree, would he? In a fountain of water there is either fresh water or salt water. There cannot be both. Even if
there are two sources of water, onenfegsd one salty, if they were to be combined it is inevitable that both would
become salty. Such is the case when we allow both good and evil things to proceed from our mouths. We are as
fountains, with our words pouring out. We must choose whether grewilbbe good or bad. We are trees bearing
fruit for our Master. We must decide whether we will bear good fruit or bad fruit.

There are many teachers who have not considered these principles. With their mouths they instruct men in the
word of God and less Him openly, but having failed to purify their hearts, their good words are marred by evil
VSHHFK EDFNELWLQJ DQG HUURU $V *RG:V SHRSOH &KULVWLDQV PXVW
those things which are good and wholesommtteed out of our mouths, confirming what we say by our good deeds.

This will take great selbntrol, but it is a goal that we must strive to attain.

Who is wise and understanding? Many who assume the role of teacher believe themselves to be wise and
understanding. There are also many Christians who, though they do not assume the role of a teacher, lift themselves
up as better than others because they believe themselves to be wise and understanding. But God teaches us that if we
have true wisdomthehkH ZLOO SURYH LW WKURXJK RXU JRRG ZRU&YMIHAWKHU WKD
by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisgdobiK LV LV WKH WUXH WHVW Rl ZLVGRP
boast of itself, rather, it proves itself throupd KWHR XV QHV YV D Q BuivX Bfio QsHyréatdsd drhdrdl yols
shall be your servant 0 DWWKHZ

When there is a disagreement between two people, those involved may become bitter or jealous against one
another. These feelings may be causetilyFK SHUVRQ:V IHDU RI WKH RWKHU SURYLQJ KLP
great lengths in order to avoid being proved wrong, even if it means denying the obvious truth. James warns against this
DWW LW X& Be drrogant and so lie against the tg@bcause of their arrogance men will twist facts, base
arguments upon pure speculation and abandon sound reasoning. They will make arguments against that which they
know to be true for the simple purpose of being cleaver. There are many men who ar@aveenytods it comes to
convincing others at falsehood. They have an uncanny knack for making sin and error seem good. The world views
such people as wise. But we should know that true wisdom is not found in the ability to defend our point of view, to
justify our own false beliefs, or to make error seem good. Some may call it wisdom, but James says that this kind of
wisdom is earthly and demonic. Why? Because it perverts truth and deceives the hearts of men (2Zhess. 2:9
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