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Issues of Morality

Introduction

,Q D ZRUOG ZKHUH ULJKW DQG ZURQJ DUH GHMhHésPasQl¢eG E\ HDF
importance of being morally pure is diminishing. The prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled today
ZKLFK V¥ fothose who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and
light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter/p.  ,VDLDK

Sadly, this influence of mixed standards is seeping into the church. New Christians are not
OHDUQLQJ ZKDW puWofPtkeDo@dnaw R &« RORVVLDQV ODQ\ ROGHU &Kl
FRPSURPLVLQJ *RG:V ULJKWMWRPHYHKNNYYEHHFOPXYHHG p $QG WKRVH Z|
*RG-V ULJKWHRXV VWDQGDUG DUH VFRUQHG DQG FDOOHG "ROG ID\

IHYHUWKHOHVYVY *RG:V SHRSO HCdpe utHerR BMdRdGHeB1 aNdRbe
separate, says the Lord \Therefore, in light of the digression that can be seen in the world,
those who would serve God must be ever on their guard. Those who put their faith in the
VDOYDWLRQ RI -HV Xy ekttt M VO PEAVQ\RW VHOO LW 3URYHUEV ',
IDVW WR *RG -V abdadKmbEldnX Mis With , and stand fast in their faith lest they be
carried away by the vain and foolish devises of men. They must look to the encouragement
given by Jesuswho said He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and | will not
blot out his name from the Book of Life; but | will confess his name before My Father and
before His angelspy 5HYHODWLRQ *RG H[SHFWV +LV SHRSOH WR EH Y
‘But thanks be to Goad, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lora,
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord | Corinthians 15:57-58).

This is why a study of current moral issues is so necessary. Satan is wagng his warfare and

WKRVH ZKR DUH QRW DUPHG DQG SUHSDUHG ZLOO IDOO %XW E\
righteousness and sharpening their senses to discern good and evil Christians can be
victorious in Christ! This is the promise of God, as itis Z U L W BUHao for this very reason,

giving all difigence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, fto knowledge self -control, to

self-control perseverance, fo perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to

brotherly kindness love. For iIf these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren

QRU XQIUXLWIXO LQ WKH NQRZOHGJH R/ RXU /RUG -HVXV &KULVW
diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stum ble,

for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everiasting kingdom of our Lord

and Savior Jesus Chrisg. Peter 5-11).

The purpose of this study is to expose the error that exists in a few of the more prevalent
moral issues that Christians face today. It will show the evils that are committed through such
immoral practices and will help to direct the mind of each student to an understanding of
ZKDW *RG:V ZRUG VD\V RQ WKHVH PDWWHUV

David Phillips




Bible Authority anda Morality

Issues of Morality: Lesson One

Introduction
1. ,Q WRGD\:V ZRUOG Dpr&dddd YoRiq@l d surekstabd@rd of right and wrong amidst
the mire of human philosophy.

2. )RU WKH PDMRULW\ PRUDO DQG HWKLFDO LVVXHV DUH GHWHU

rather than a divine standard.

ODQ\ KDYH FRPH WR YLHZ WKH %LEOH DV "RXW RI GDWH p RU "RC

3.

4. However, God gives us a standard of right and wrong that is both sure and constant.

5. He also shows us that if we want to have salvation in His Son, we must | earn to respect His
authority and the authority of His word in every aspect of our lives.

6. )RU WKLV UHDVRQ WKLY OHVVRQ LV GHYRWHG WR«

a 8QGHUVWDQGLQJ WKH UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ WKH DXWKRL

morality that we face every day.
b. Helping us make our way through the mire of human philosophy.
c. And helping us establish the righteousness of God in every aspect of our lives.

Discussion

l. 7TKH $XWKRULW\ RI *RG:V :RUG LQ WKH /LYHV RI +LV 3HRSOH
A $XWKRULW\ UHIHUV WR "WKRUSREARPDRQUG ULJKW WR DFW

B. God is our Creator.
1. As such, He has the right to act and to command His creation in any way that
seems fit.

2. )JURP WKH HYLGHQFH IRXQG LQ QDWXUH DQG LQ *RG:-V ZR

that God only uses His divine authority in a way that is right, just, and loving
(Psalm 145:17-21).

3. These truths place great responsibility on our shoulders, for as the creation it is
our whole duty to obey the commands given to us by our Creator.

4. Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: fear God
and keep His commandments, for this is mans all. For God will bring every
work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil. |

C. According to the New Testament, this divine authority also belongs to Christ.
1. "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth u 0 D W \28KLH)Z
2.  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on

HDUWK«$0O0O WKLQJIJV ZHUH FUHDWHG WKURXJIK +LP DQG /A

the boay, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
all things He may have the preeminence p. & ROR VYV LEIBRQ V

&Guthrie D. DearThe Authority of the Bible in Ethic®rig. inAbstain From Every Form of Evibg. 1 edited by
Mike Willis.




D. This divine authority is expressed to man through the scriptures, which are inspired
of God.

1. Hebrews 1:1-  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in
many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son,
whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world
(NAS).

2. 2 Peter 1:20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any
private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men
of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. .

E. For this reason, every aspect of our lives (i.e. our worship, our speech, the way we
conduct and present our bodi es, etc.) must be in complete agreement with the
words found in the Bible if we are to be pleasing to God.

1. ODWWKHZ Not evéryone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. |

2. ColosVLDQV And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 1

Il. The Way of the World
A. *RG:-V ULJKWHRXVQHVY LV HYHUODVWLQJ 3VDOP EX
constantly changing.
1. God created man in righteousness, but we sinned by disobeying Him. Therefore
we entered into condemnation (Romans 3:23; 1 John 3:4).

2. Since the beginning men have continually grown more and more wicked.

3. God destroyed the world with a flood in the days of Noah because of the
wickedness of men (Genesis 6 -9).

4. Though Noah and his family were righteous, their descendents fallowed this
same path of unrighteousness, separating themselves from God by their sins.
Read Romans 1:1832.

6. Those who live according to the way of the world can be described by this
VW D W H Buarione did what was right in his own eyes p - XGJHV

o

B. 7KH ZzD\ RI WKH ZRUOG LV D FRQWLQXDO GLJUHVVLRQ DZD\ |
1. For this reason, as time goes by, men no longer see a need to listen to God
(2 Timothy 4:3-4).
2. Intheir eyes, the farther away from God they fall the less they need His word.

a. "2QFH D 6RXWK 6HD ,VODQGHU SURXGO\ GLVSOD\HG K
VROGLHU GXULQJ :RUOG :DU ,, 7KH WRO#&&drof VDLG 1:
WKLQJ-p *X\ S5KRbtionemiQthe Bible, pg. 12).

b. ODQ\ KDYH VDLG "7KH %LEOH LV VR ROG IDVKLRQHG n

3. As we will find throughout this study, men also apply these statements to the
issues we will be covering (i.e. modesty, sexual imm orality, etc.).
4. What can we do?

1. A Call to the Old Paths
A. $SFFRUGLQJ WR WKH ZRUOG *RG:V ULJKWHRXVQHVV LV ROG




Conclusion

1. 7KLV LV WKH ZRUOG:V YLHZ WRGD\ EXW LW DOVR DSSO
Jeremiah.

2. For this reason, Jeremiah is able to show us how we can overcome the world
and restore our relationship to God.

3. ~-HUHPLDK 7KXV VDIV WKH /725" J6WDQG LQ WKH ZDIV DQG |
old paths, where the good way is, and walk in it; then you will find rest for your
souls. |

. Jeremiah 6:16 summarizes perfectly the purpose of this series of lessons, for many

of the conclusions we are going to come to will be viewed by some as old

fashioned: i.e.

1. 'DQFLQJ LV VLQIXO O0DQ\ VHH WKLV YDHPamhs/ RS URG LW W R U
word teach us that dancing is lasciviousness.

2. 6H[XDO LPPRUDOLW\ O0DQ\ VHH WKH LGHD RI NHHSLQJ
marriage is something for their grandparents and that today it is important to
"VHH KRZ LW ILWV EHIRUHOEXaQ teathWisth&b ahWwseWidl H
relationship outside of marriage is immoral.

3. Modesty: Many believe that clothing that covers belongs in the eighteen
hundreds. But the O/d Paths teach us that clothing that does not cover can be
considered the attire of a harlot.

Because of this, ZH DUH FRP P Di@ &haar guard u 3HWHU

1. We must be on our guard lest we be led astray by the philosophies of men (i.e.
seeking the wrong standards to justify our actions).

2. We must be on our guard lest we allow our own desires to draw us away from
*RG:-V VWDQGDUG L H , GRQ-W ZDQW WR JLYH XS GDQFL
etc.).

1. This study will challenge us. It will make us feel bad about things we have done and are
doing. But if our heart is right, we will choose the O/d Paths Rl *RG-V ZRUG RYHU WKH Z
the world in the end.

n

& RUL QW KL B& §odly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation |

3. -DPHV Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls |

4. Matthew 7:13- Enter by the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way that
lead’s to destruction, and there are many who go in by it Because narrow Is the gate and
difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Questions

For Lesson One

What makes issues of morality hard subjects to deal with?

What is authority?

Why does God have authority to command and to judge mankind?

:KDW LV PDQ:-V SXUSRVH RQ W Kitbguppdrtydikahsg®H VFULSWXUH
Does Jesus Christ have any divine authority? Use scripture to suppose your answer.

If yes, how much?

If no, explain.

Where can we go to find out what God does and does not authorize?

What aspects of our lives should we con form to that standard? Use scripture to support
your answer.

'RHV *RG:-V ULJKWHRXV VWDQGDUG HYHU FKDQJH"
What is sin? Use scripture.
'RHVY WKH ZRUOG:V VWDQGDUG IRU ULJKW DQG ZURQJ HYHU FKDC

$V WKH ZRUOG GLJUHVVHYV IDUWK ldridaid,(@Gv t1®tHey Begivtol eP *RG -V V
the scriptures?

*RG:-V ZRUG ZDV ZULWWHQ EHWZHHQ DQG \HDUV DJR
fashioned? Explain.

:KDW SDVVDJH H[KRUWV XV WR VHHN WKH "20G 3DWKV"u

When it comes to searching the truth on issues of m orality, for what must we be in our
guard?




Dancing

Issues of Morality: Lesson Two

Introduction
1. Onthe surface, dancing may not seem like that important of a subject.
a. Many people might even say dancing is quite innocent.
b. Then again, to a toddler a colorful medicinal capsule that resembles a piece of candy
might seem innocent as well.
c. But every parent is keenly aware of the danger of allowing their little child to swallow
DQ 'LQQRFHQW ORRNLQJ SLOO
2. The truth is there are a great many things in this world that are far more dangerous than
they appear on the surface. Sin is the worst of all.
a. ‘And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light |
(2 Corinthians 11:14).
b. It is for this reason that we are expected to exercise our senses do discern good and
evil, according to Heb. 5:14.
3. The purpose of this lesson is to help the student exercise his/her senses to discern the evils
that lie in the seemingly innocent activity known as dancing.

Discussion
l. Test All Things
A. Because sin is lurking at every corner, Christians must be watchful.
1. Paul commands us to fest all thingsin 1 Thess. 5:21.

a. All things means that we cannot leave anything untested, even those things
that seem innocent.

b. In Joshua chapter nine Israel made a covenant of peace with Gibeon
without inquiring of the Lord because Gibeon seemed to be poor and
wretched. In truth, the leaders of Gibeon had disguised themselves and
deceived Israel.

c. Israel failed to fest all things and disobeyed God as a result (Josh. 9:2425).

2. After we ftest all things, we are commanded to Ahold fast what is good .

a. This means that only after a thing is proven to be good in the sight of God
are we to hold fast.

b. If we must hold fast to only what is good, then we must get rid of anything
that does not pass the test.

c. 'Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor
offightpy 5RP E

B. Every test has a key or standard.
1. ,Q WKH FDVH RI &KULVWLDQ ZRUNV *RGe6WBYRUG LV RXU V)
2. $V VXFK *RG:V ZRUS$ ey Kinglesh \thatQhe imaginations of men
could possibly invent. The world could not contain the volumes of books it
would take to hold such a list.
3. Rather, God teaches us principles.
a. He shows us the nature, the attitudes and the characteristics o f sin.
b. He then tells us to avoid anything that includes those characteristics.




c. 1RWL®PEw the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are. immorality,
LPSXULWI VHQVX[2ouihngs liketheseD W/ U IxO -21).
4. Dancing is not specifically conde mned in the Bible. However, when we test it as
ZH RXJKW WR ZH ZLOO ILQG WKDW L WigsRiHe/thesaNp LQWR W
as stated in Gal. 5:21!

Il. Understanding the Principles
A. Written in Galatians 5:19-21 is a list of works of the flesh that we m ust avoid.
1. In that list there are two fleshly works which tie directly to the subject of
dancing: /mpurity and sensuality (or uncleanness and lasciviousness, KJV).
2. We must understand the definition of these words in order to apply them.
a. 8QFOHDQQ anoral sere, the impurity of lustful, luxurious, profligated
OLYLQJp 7KD\HU "VXJIJHVWLYH RI WKH IDFW WKDW VH
I[UHTXHQWO\ DVVRFLDWHGH 9LQH
b. /I DVFLYLRXVQHVV “'8QEULGOHG OXVW H[FHVV OLFHC(
wantonne VV. RXWUDJHRXVQHVV VKDPHOHVVQHVV LQVROF
OLFHQWLRXVQHVY DEVHQFH RI UHVWUDLQW LQGHFHQF
c. :HEVWHU:-V GHILQHV ODVFLYLRXVQHVV DV "LQFOLQHC
OHZG«DURXVLQJ VH[XDO GHVLUHrektQGéxprBsaMe @ VH[XDO
OXVW RU OHZGQHVV«SOD\IXOQHVV ZDQWRQQHVV pu

B. These terms can be applied to a great many things that exist in the world.

1. 1 Peter4:3  For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of
the Gentiles -- when we walked in lewdness, /lusts, drunkenness, revelries,
drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. In regard fo these, they think it
strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking
evil of you. |

2. Notice that these practices are so common in the world that it thinks Christians
strange who do not participate in them.

3. This is also true of dancing. Sadly, there are even some Christians to think it
strange that others do not go do dances 2 but that does not make it right.

4. Let us learn from the example of Israel in Exodus 32 (see vs. 6, 19, 25).

a. The people thought they were just having fun.

b. They thought that what they were doing was OK.
c. They were just playing.

d. BUT THEY WERE WRONGNS. 1921, 2528).

M. Dancing in the Bible
A. Dancing of which we read in the Bible may be divided into two categories:
1. That which expressed great joy and gratitude in light of victory or blessings.
a. 6DP And David was dancing before the LORD with all his might,
and David was wearing a linen ephod. p & R QV UsG BXJ 122021; Judge.
11:14; 1Sam. 18:61; Psalm 30:11
b. In each of these instances, men and woman danced separately, there was
no mixed dancing and it was an expression of rejoicing, not entertainment.
2. Dances for amusement, pleasure, entertainment.
a. Ex. 3:19 So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the
calf and the dancing. So Moses' anger became hot, and he cast the tablets




V.

out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain p &RQVLGHU DOVF

1 Sam. 30:16; Mark 6:2128.

b. These kinds of dances often involved merriment, reveling and mixed
dancing. They were often the result of sinful desires or motives, and they
included the characteristics discussed in the works of the flesh. They are the
closest representation in the Bible to the dancing that commonly takes place
today!

B. The dancing which is popular today fits into the second of these two categories.
1. It certainly involves indecent bodily movements and/or unchaste handling of
males and females! This is the definition of /asciviousness
2. What is worse, these indecent bodily movements are done while male and
females (our children) are holding their bodies close to one another.
3. The pleasure derived from it is neither wholesome nor godly by any means.
As much as the world would like to deny it, modern dancing causes people to
be aroused! If there is any doubt, just ask the fourteen year old boy what he was
thinking while holding the beautiful girl close to him!
5. The very fact that the boys want to dance with the girls and vice versa, no m atter
how innocent this may seem, is evidence of the sexual nature of dancing.
6. This behavior was punished in the Old Testament, condemned in the New
Testament, and must be condemned today.

»

Arguments In Favor of Dancing.

A. ""'DQFHVY DUH FKDSHUIDRQHEXROHVYRPHY DV SHRSOH PDNH LW R

would be no need for chaperones! Supervision does not make evil good.

B. "*RRG H[HUFLVHp ([HUFLVH GRHV QRW PDNH D WKLQJ ULJ

other ways to exercise that do not involve lasciviousness .

C. ", FRQWURO P\VHOI DQG KDYH QR OXVWIXO WKRXJKWVu

Whether or not a sinful practice is tempting to us it is still sinful. In the scriptures,
self-control is not the ability to avoid being affected by temptation, but it includes
the ability to control ourselves so as to avoid situations where we will be tempted or
where we may tempt others.

Conclusion

1.

As we contemplate the sinful practice of dancing, as well as the rest of the issues of
morality that will be discussed in this se ries, let us keep in mind the instruction of God
found in Rom. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh
in regard to its lusts. |

Many teenagers and parents today do not view dancing as sinful. But when we break it
down and compare it to the works of the flesh we should realize that there is more to this
"LQQRFHQW DFWp WKDQ PRVW SHRSOH ZDQW WR DGPLW
If we are going to hold fast what is good we must cast off everything that does not please
God.

For this reason, let us instill in our minds as well as the minds of our young people the
sinful nature of dancing, understanding that the world will view this as strange
(1 Pet. 4:3-5), but that God will be please!




Questions

For Lesson Two

True/False

1. Dancing is just a recent problem.

2. The Bible approves of some types of dancing.

3 HEVWHU GHILQHY ODVFLYLRXVQHVYV DV "'LQGHFHQW ERGLO\
4. Dancing causes some to be aroused sexually.

5. 'DQFLQJ ZLOO QRW KDUP RQH:V LQIOXHQFH

6. The world views Christians who are apposed to dancing a s strange.

7. One who has engaged in mixed dancing should repent .

What Is Wrong With These Excuses?

1. 'DQFLQJ LV MXVW D IRUP RI HIHUFLVH p
2. ", FDQ GDQFH DQG FRQWURO P\ WKRXJKWYV pu
3., MXVW JR WR FKDSHURQHG GDQFHV p

4. "7TKH %LEOH FRPPHQGV GDQFLQJ p

o

~ $ @he who thinks dancing is wrong is justold -IDVKLRQHG p

Short Answer

1. Just because something appears to be innocent on the surface, does that automatically
make it right? Explain.

2. According to Heb. 5:14, what must mature Christians do with their senses ? What does this
mean?

3. Is dancing easily recognized as a bad thing by those who are babes in Christ? Explain.




Modesty

Issues of Morality: Lesson Three

Introduction

1. A Christian is a person who shows reverence for God in all things.
2. Like everything else, the clothing that Christians choose to wear must also show reverence
for God and His righteous standard.
3. 7KH ZRUOG GRHV QRW FRQFHUQ LWVHOI ZLWK *RG:V YDOXHV FRC(
4. But if Christians are to be faithful to their God in all things they must co nsider what God
says concerning the subject of modesty.
Discussion

7KH &KDUDFWHU RI *RG-V 3HRSOH
A. Our behavior manifests the condition of our heart (Prov. 4:23).
1. 6RPH KDYH HUURQHRXVO\ VDLG °'6LQFH *RG ORRNV DW V
KRZ ZH G UHMBamM. L&
2. On the contrary, God teaches us that how we dress directly reflects what is in
our hearts (Prov. 4:23).
a. Clothing can reveal sorrow (2 Sam. 3:31)
b. Clothing can identify a person with a specific group, such as a gang or
culture (Zeph. 1:8).
Men and women have their own distinctive apparel (Deut. 22:5).
Clothing can also cause one to appear as a widow or even a harlot
(Gen. 38:1415).
e. Indeed, God has said much about clothing.

oo

3. He also shows us that He cares very much about what we wear " avomen
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation | Tim.
2:9).

B. God looks at our hearts, but He expects us to behave in such a way that is worthy of
a godly heart.
1. 1 Timothy 2:9- " «n like manner also, that the women adorn themselve s /n
modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or
pearls or costly clothing, but, which is proper for women professing
godliness , with good works p  HPSK PLQH '3
a. ‘Inlikemannerp LV LQ FRQQHFWLRQ WRf ek FhehoR€d i FRQG X F\
1 Tim. 2:8. Women are to adorn themselves in a holy manner.
b. "Modest appare/p PHDQV RUGHUO\ ZHOO DUUDQJHG DQG (
applied to not wearing too much as well as not wearing too little.
c. ‘Proprietypp PHDQV SURSHU R Uesy.Kibd?eHisDstithGaQhing as
clothing which is not appropriate for a person professing godliness. This also
means to have a sense of shame. A person who is improperly exposed on
account of their clothing (or lack thereof) should be ashamed.
d. "Moderation \is to be sober, moderate, or self-controlled. It causes a person
to hold their passions in check. It also means to be of sound judgment. Our




2.

3.

clothing requires judgment that is controlled and conforms to the
righteousness of God rather than our own selfish ambitions.
e. 'Professing godlinessp VXJJHVWYV WKDW FORWKLQJ LV D PDWWH
much as what we say and how we act. If we do not have a godly heart then
ZH ZLOO UHMHFW *RG:V LQVWUXFWLRQ RQ WKLV PDWWF
Titus 2:1, 45: As a matter of sound doctrine, younger women are commanded
WR OHDUQ KRZ WR EH«
a. ‘Discretepy 7KLV PHDQV WR EH VDIH -cBrtrold®IXnpGerite QG VHOI
This describes a person who does not desire to draw attention to herself
with her clothing or otherwise.
b. "Chasteyn 7KLV Rdlde Q&an or pure. How we dress can prove us to be
unclean. If we have a pure heart then we will have pure motives in choosing
our clothing and we will change if our standard does not meet up with
*RG-V
c. 'That the word of God may not be blasphemed n 2 Mress, among other
things, can cause the word of God to be blasphemed if it does not conform
WR *RG:-V ULJKWHRXV VWDQGDUG :KDW GRHV \RXU FOR
1Peter31 $GGUHVVLQJ ZLYHV 3HWHU FRPPDQGV WKDW WK
a. Not let their adornment be merely outward: The world desires to be seen by
their outward beauty. But in the kingdom of God outward beauty is
worthless if the heart is not right. Notice:
b. 7~ «/et it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a
gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of Gody Y V
c. What does your clothing say about your spirit? It is a gentle spirit, or a
haughty spirit that seeks the attentions of the people around you?

Il. Modesty is a Subject that is Sorely Needed Today!
A. Throughout the Bible God stresses the importance of being properly clothed.

1.

In Genesis 3:7-11 Adam and eve saw that they were naked after they had sinned
and they were ashamed, so they sewed fig leave into aprons to cover
themselves.
a. It was shameful for their nakedness to be seen.
b. In spite of their attempt to cover themselves, God still saw the need to make
them garments out of animal skin to cover them (Gen. 3:21).
Approximately two -WKRXVDQG \HDUV ODWHU *RG:V VWDQGDUG K
see from His description of the priestly garments (Ex. 20:26; 28:4243).
a. Though we cannot use these passages as authority for a specific doctrine,
we can learn from it that even after several generations God still wanted His
people to be properly clothed.
b. "Nakednessyu LV GHILQHG LQ ‘¢ever their nakedness, they shall
reach from their waist to their thighs. p
Centuries after Moses gave the law, God showed that it was still shameful for
RQH:-V QDNHGQHVV WR EH H[SRVHG LQ ,VD I1RWH W
shame was to be properly clothed.
(YHQ LQ WKH 1HZ 7THVWDPHQW *RG:-V VWDQGDUG KDG QF
been nearly four-thousand years after He had made clothes for Adam and Eve:
" «that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be
revealed 5 HY8).

10



5.

%H LPSUHVVHG WKDW QR PDWWHU KRZ PXFK PDQ:V LGHD\
*RG:V VWDQGDUG KDV QRW FKDQJHG LQ WKH OEdBVW IURP
righteousness s an everlasting righteousness, and Your law is truth|

(Psalm 119:142).

B. Nakedness is not a matter of culture or custom, it is a matter of principle which God
has established since the beginning.

1.
2.

3.

It is true that as cultures change so do clothing styles and fashions.

Certainly, Christians should take this into consideration. God does not expect us

to wear robes as they did in biblical times.

+RZHYHU VW\OH GRHV QRW DIIHFW *RG:-V VWDQGDUG 3HI
of clothing while continuing to cover their nakedness.

God expects His people to live in such a way that exem plifies His righteousness

in all that they do, including the way they dress.

If we falil in this then it is just as bad as using profane language, spreading error,

or committing sexual immorality.

C. WLV FOHDU WKDW WKH ZRUOG:V UGHDSEBURDREHV FRORW KL C

1.

2.
3.

OHQ HYHQ VRPH ZKR DUH LQ WKH FKXUFK KDYH IRUVDNH
for modest apparel.

God required that the thigh be covered so that nakedness was not seen.

In the world today, clothing is considered modest even when the u pper thigh
can be seen!

Tight clothing has become popular so that, no matter the length, every feature of
the body can be clearly seen. Modesty applies to more that just the skin!

Women wear low cut shirts, revealing a part of the body that God says should
be reserved for husbands only.

See-through clothing has also become popular. There may be fabric over the
body, but what use is that when one can see everything through the fabric?

D. For this reason, Christians have a great need to examine their conscience s, to step
EDFN IURP WKH ZRUOG DQG WR WXUQ WKHLU H\HV WR *RG-V

1.

2.

3.

There are some Christians who condemn the world for its immodesty, but they
themselves wear clothing that would be condemned in the Bible.
2QH SUHDFKHU ULJKWO\ QRWHGse Wh& Hittend WekukE H DUH W
VHUYLFHV@ ZLWK GUHVVHVY WRR VKRUW RQ ERWK HQGVyu
We may think that we are being modest, but we must take care! For there are
VRPH ZKRVH FRQVFLH Q BéhxéakiyvathoEitamH|Q ~ 7L P
a. That is to say, theyhave become blind to their own sins.
b. They no longer have the shamefacedness that God expects of His people
(2 Tim. 2:9). If we are not careful, we may fall into this same trap.

M. Establishing some Guidelines:
A. How short is too short?

1.

2.
3.

Understand that to ask WKH TXHVWLRQ "+RZ VKRUW FDQ , JR"pu
game.

,W LV OLNH VD\LQJ "+RZ PXFK FDQ , GULQN EHIRUH , JHW
God teaches us to flee from sexual immorality, not to nudge up as close as we

can before crossing the line (1 Cor. 6:18; 10:14; 1 Tim. 611; 2 Tim. 2:22).
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4. If one has to worry about others being able to see too much, whether standing,
sitting or otherwise, chances are it is not as modest as it should be.

5. When something is of a godly character the Christian should not have to worry
about it or be ashamed of it (1 Pet. 3:16; Rom. 6:2122).

6. A helpful practice that is used in many Christian households is that the women
ask the men in the house (or another Christian whom they can trust) if what
they are wearing is too revealing, and vice versa.

B. 1RW FRQIXVHG E\ "IDOVH JRGV
1. Popularity: just because clothing is popular it does not make it acceptable.
There are cultures in Africa and South America where it is popular to where
QRWKLQJ EXW ERG\ RUQDPHQWYV &KULVWLD@®@WQPKVW VHHI
2. Comfort or convenience.
a. Jesus tells us that we must deny ourselves (be willing to be inconvenience
ourselves) if we are going to be His disciples (Luke 9:23).
b. 7KH &KULVWLDQ PXVW VHHN *RG:-V ULJKWHRXVQHVV D
his/her own comfor t (Matt. 5:6; 6:33). Jesus did this for us!
c. Be aware that our comforts might cause others to stumble (sin). Concerning
WKLV 3D X QA/zhnB\Nate lawrful for me, but all things are not helpful.
All things are lawful for me, but | will not be brought under the power of

anyp &RU Theréfore, if food makes my brother stumble, | will never
again eat meart, lest | make my brother stumble | &RU
d. Let us apply this principle to our clothing as well.
3. ", GRQ-W FDUH ZKDW R WefeHdborV shirts LaQd\itight - clo@ie<Z if |
ZDQWup

a. Jesus warns that if we do not listen to Him we will be judged (John 12:48).
b. :H PXVW XSKROG *RG:V ULJKWHRXVQHVV UHJDUGOHVV
(Phil. 2:3).
c. (YHQ LI ZH GR QRW ZDQW W iBhtEdrQst&dard vrRurddvaé -V U
sakes, then let us consider the souls of those around us (1 Cor. 8:13).
4. "W LV WRR KRW *RG XQGHUVWDhQ&s&telid decZdcotkingy R EH FRF
that is still cool.
5. "% XW LWV 3\fRveFateNdodgly at heart then righteousness will take
preeminence over cuteness. Remember, women should adorn themselves, but
in a way that is proper for one professing godliness (1 Tim. 2:10).
6. "%XW WKH DFWLY EWhe Wwddl® 6oV weRrUhelirWinder garments in
public, so why we ar the equivalent when everyone is watching? The Bible
shows that some activities do call for less clothing, but in each case, when a
person was in mixed company or in public, they clothed themselves proper
(John 21:7).
7. It is shameful for our nakedness to be seen, no matter what the purpose. If we
have the shamefacedness God expects then we will acknowledge this! Let us
SXW *RG:-V VWDQGDUG ILUVW LQ RXU OLYHV VR WKDW ZF
lights in a world that is sinking further and further into darkness.
Conclusion
1. Our clothing is a serious matter.
2. /HW XV VWULYH WR RYHUFRPH WKH ZRUOG DQG WR XSKROG *I
clothing.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Questions

For Lesson Three

What does it mean to show reverence toward God?
How does our clothing show r everence toward God?

8VLQJ D GLFWLRQDU\ BMGLQHR GHR/GWH M W p

How does the condition of our heart affect the way we dress? Explain.

'RHV *RG FDUH KRZ ZH GUHVVY HYHQ WKRXJK +H "ORRNV DW WKH

According to 1 Tim. 2:9-10, what three characteristics must be applied to our clothing?
Briefly describe each.

a.

b.

C.

According to Titus 2:4-5, what characteristics are older women expected to teach younger
women? Briefly describe each.

a.

b.

According to 1 Pet. 3:1-4, where does true beauty come from? How should this affect the
way we dress?

:KDW DUHDV RI WKH ERG\ DUH FRQVLGHUHG "QDNHGQHVV"pu

Is it possible to be clothed and still have our nakedness exposed? How?

+DV *RG-V GHILQLWLRQ RI QDNHGQHVV FKBdQitHeyaxei@FH $GDP DQ

Briefly list a few ways that a person can tell whether or not their clothes are too short, tight,
or see-through:

a.

b.

C.

Is it possible for a person to think their clothing is modest when in fact it is not? Explain.

When we are in publi ¢, do things like the activity we are participating in, our comfort, our
RZQ GHVLUHV HWF FKDQJH *RG:-V VWDQGDUG IRU PRGHVW\ LQ C
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Situation Ethics

Issues of Morality: Lesson Four

Introduction

1. Men will go to any length to justify their o wn sins.

2. 6RPH ZKR SURIHVYVY JRGOLQHVV ZLOO DFWXDOO\ FDVW RXW *RG -
as if they are in the wrong.

3. This is the case with the doctrine known as situation ethics.

4. This doctrine is wreaking havoc on the souls of men; it is leadi ng a great many people
away from the truth and into a life of sin and error.

5 ,W LV LQ SDUW WKH IXOILOOPHQW RI 3DXO:-V ZorU@ kel WR 7LP
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own des ires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers, and they will
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside fo fables |

6. In light of our study on morality, we must make ourselves aware of this error and seek to
overcome it.

Discussion

What Is Situation Ethics?
A. Defined:

1. 'Ethics PHDQV YD VHULHV RI UXOHV DQG ODzV DQG SULQFL
ZKLFK WHOO XV ZKDW WR GR - %XW JVLWXDWLRQ HWKL
regulations. This system of ethics refuses to be circumscribed by rules or laws. It
says there is nothing right or wrong. Moral behavior is relative, not absolute.
'"HFLVLRQV GHSHQG RQ WKH VLWXDWLRQ DW KDQG UD
Warnock, Situation Ethics. Orig. in Abstain from Every Form of Evil edited by
Mike Willis, pg. 13).

2. ,W LV DQ 'DSSURDFK WR PRUDOLW\ WKDW LV IUDQNO\ Q
ZKDW LV ULJKW RU ZURQJ JRRG RU EDG LV UHODWLYH
FULWHULD Rl ULJKW IDRY HU RIRIE HV WKN IR&YY/€aF driics,
pp. 145, 146).

B. In practice:

1. 7KH FODLP RI WKRVH ZKR DGYRFDWH VLWXDWLRQ HWKLF
only one norm or principle or law (call it what you will) that is binding and
unexceptionable, always good and right regar dless of the circumstances. That is
TORYH: -y -RVH SHultwomMAhieK pyU30).

2. <HW WKH\ DOVR FODLP ")RU WKH VEWRIDWLBY LD WOW KHBEIL
pg. 55).

a. In other words, situationists claim that whatever is loving in any given
situation is what we must do, even if we are in direct violation of the
commands of God.

b. For this reason it should be understood that their definition of love is far
GLIITHUHQW WKDQ WKDW IRXQG LQ WKH %LEOH “&LU
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C.

SULQFLSOHYJ LEL®OO ODZV DQG UXOHV DQG SULQFL:?
norms, are only contingent, only valid if they happen to serve love in any
VLWXDWLRQ«WKH &KULVWLDQ FKRRVHVY ZKDW KH EHOLH
LQ WKH SUHVHQW VLWXDWLRQun SS

c. They VD\ ORYH LV QRW ERXQG E\ bveGH¥» fuldikient bpRG VD\V
thelawp 5RP

In short, situation ethics is a means for men to justify themselves, claiming that their

sins are done out of love, while leaving God utterly and complete ou t of the

equation.

1. If a man thinks it would be good to lie in a given situation, then that is what he
should do, even though God condemns lying (Rev. 21:8).

2. If a woman thinks it is good to commit adultery in a given situation then that is
what she should do, even though God condemns adultery (1 Cor. 6:9).

3. If two people of the same gender love each other (romantically) then they
should be allowed to marry, even though God condemns homosexuality (1 Cor.
6:9-11).

1. The Effects of Situation Ethics.

A.

Situation HWKLFV UHPRYHV *RG:V VWDQGDUG ZKLOH OHDYLQJ L
is right or wrong.
1. "7KH VLWXDWLRQLVW ZDJHV zZzDU DJDLQVW WKH ODZ DJJU
*RG DV D VWDQGDUG RI OLIHuW OF4XLONLQ SJ
2. They claim that men have evolved, become enlightened to the point that the
laws in the Bible are of no use to us any more. That only the individual has the
ability to choose what is right or wrong in his present situation.

Even though God is love, situation ethics removes every thought of God in

connection with love.

1. -RVHSK )OHWFKHU D OHDGLQJ SURSRQHQW RI VLWXDWLR
has only one norm or principle or law (call it what you will) that is binding and
unexceptionable, always good and right regardless of the cir cumstances. That is
TORYH-p SJ

2. <HW KH GHILQHV WKLV ORYH DV WKLV ")RUnohEe VLWXDW
DOOpu SJ

3. Therefore, they say they strive to fulfill the law of love, but in fulfilling their law of
love they forsake the very person who showed us the true meaning of love 3
God (1 John 4:16).

a. 6LWXDWLRQLVWY VD\ WKDW ORYH LV QW /SHALQHG E\
fulfillment of the law p 5RP

b. $QG DJXkay love Me, keep My commandmentspy -RKQ

c. Finally, “/fyou keep My commandments, you abide in My love, just as | have
NHSW 0l )DWKHU -V FRPPDQGPHQWYV DRXADVELGH LQ +LV

Situation ethics exalts human nature above the realm in which God created it.

1. God created man dependent upon Him for th HLU QORB, / know the way of
man Is not in himself: it is not in man who walks to direct his own steps |
(Jer. 10:23).
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2. Yet, situation ethics assumes that men have the complete knowledge and
wisdom needed to determine what is right and wrong withoutt KH DLG RI *RG:-V
GLYLQH UHYHODWLRQ "<RX PXVW GHFLGH IRU \RXUVHOI L
ZRXOG ORYH GRpu OF4XLONLQ SJ

3. Interestingly, situationists claim that men have outgrown God. Yet of God it is
ZU LW WatQo Him who is able to do ex ceedingly abundantly above all that
we ask or think p (S K

4. Who would you rather trust with your soul, men who have sinned from the
beginning, or God who created the universe and sent His son to die for our sins?

Situation Ethics and the Bible
A. Matt. 12:1-8: Jesus and situation ethics.
1. Situationists say that in this passage Jesus used situation ethics to justify the sins
of His disciples by justifying the sin of David.
a. "'DYLG zDV DOORZHG WR HDW WKH IRUELGGHQ EUHDG E
b. "7TKHUHFRWBHDOORZV XV WR VLQ LI LW LV ORYLQJ LQ RXU
2. However, a closer examination of this passage will show that Jesus approved of
no such thing.
a. The Pharisees approved of David even though he committed this sin.
b. %XW -HVXV VDLG +LV GLO/WDODFHI/NY ZHWH “JX
c. Jesus showed that the Pharisees were guilty of partiality by approving of
'DYLG:V VLQ ZKLOH FRQGHPQLQJ +LV GLVFLSOHV HY
innocent.
3. Jesus then shows that at times mercy is necessary. But there is a difference
between mer cy and the doctrine of situation ethics.
a. He shows that there are some specific commands of God that appear to
defile the law, but do not because they are righteous in themselves (i.e.
removing a donkey from a ditch, performing the service of the priests).
b. Itis not asinto pull a donkey out of a ditch. Therefore, to show mercy to the
donkey on the Sabbath was acceptable.
c. However, it is sinful to commit adultery. Therefore, no matter what situation
one is placed in, to commit adultery is still sinful.
d. Notice the difference: Jesus said it was acceptable to show mercy by doing
righteousness, but the situationist seeks to show mercy by doing a sinful
thing (i.e. committing adultery, stealing, etc.).

B. *RG:-V ZDUQLQJ DIJDLQVW WKLV NLQG RI GRFWULQH
1. Proponents of situation ethics are guilty of the sins which Paul exposed in
Romans 1:1832.
a. 6LWXDWLRQLVWY FODLP WKDW WKH\ KDYH RXWJURZQ
WKHVH PHQ 3D Rofegsisriba wise, they became foolsp Y V
b. They say that we must decide for ourselves what is right and wrong without
WKH ODzZ 21 WKHVH PHQbe8dmg utilg i tHeir iiaggtits and
their foolish hearts were darkened p Y V
c. They say that nothing is truly wrong in and of itself, but all things are right
depeQGLQJ RQ WKH VLWXDWLRQ 2| wWiaéxchiahgedike 3D X0 ZU
truth of God for a lie . YN And éven as they did not like to retain God in
their knowledge, God gave them over fto a debased mina, to do those things
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which are not fitting, being fil led with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, full of envy, murder, strife, decelt,
evil-mindedness Y V-29).

2. Inthe days of Isaiah the prophet, Israel fell into this same way of thinking.

a. The situationist says that even the vilest of sins is good if the situation calls
IRU LW 21 WKHVH PHQVg&/ P ltHode vidid BN &vil good, and
good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness,; who put bitter
for sweet, and sweet for bitter/ |, \b120).

b. 7KH\ vD\ WKDW WKH\ KDYH RXWJURZQ *RG:-V ZRUG W
FKRRVH IRU WKHPVHOYHV 21 WKHVH PHQ ,VDLDK ZURW
ZLVH LQ WKHLU RZQ H\HV DQG SUXGHQW LQ WKHLU RZC

3. Love Is Obedient to the Law.

a. The situationist says that we must forsake the law in order to fulfill love.

b. However, God says that the very purpose of the law is to teach us how to
VKRZ O RYbishalMlove the LORD your God with all your heart, with all
IRXU VRXO DQG ZLWK B0 Qe lleXandpiedd Commarament.

QG WKH VHFRQG LV OLNH LW J<RX VKDOO ORYH IRXU
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets y 0 D W W-40).

c. $QG DJDVom thé purpose of the commandment is love from a pure
heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith, from which some,
having strayed, have turned aside o idle talk, desiring to be teachers of the
law, understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm
(1 Tim. 1:5-7).

Conclusion

1.

2.

3.

7TKH WUXWK LV ZKHQ ZH REH\ *RG:V ODZ WRZDUG RQH DQRWKH
form of love that exists.

Love and the law of God are inseparable. The moment we say that we no longer need

*RG:-V ZRUG LV WKH PRPHQW ZH VWRS ORYLQJ RXU QHLJKERUYV
We must see, therefore, that the purpose of situation ethics is not to show love toward one
DQRWKHU EXW WR GHVWUR\ *RG:V ULJKWHRXV VWDQGDUG DQG
right when in fact they are neck deep in sin.

When dealing with /ssues of morality or any other Bible subject we must avoid the line of

reasoning known as situation ethics at all costs.
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