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Introduction 
To the Book of Galatians  

 
History of the churches in Galatia: Acts 13-14 

�´�1�R�Z���Z�K�H�Q���3�D�X�O���D�Q�G���K�L�V���S�D�U�W�\���V�H�W���V�D�L�O���I�U�R�P��Paphos, 
they came to Perga in Pamphylia; and John, 
departing from them, returned to Jerusalem. But 
when they departed from Perga, they came to 
Antioch in  Pisidia, and went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day and sat down...  
 �´�6�R�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �-�H�Z�V�� �Z�H�Q�W�� �R�X�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�\�Q�D�J�R�J�X�H����
the Gentiles begged that these words might be 
preached to them the next Sabbath. Now when the 
congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and 
devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, 
speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the 
grace of God. On the next Sabbath almost the whole 
city came together to hear the word of God. But 
when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled 
with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they 
opposed the things spoken by Paul. Then Paul and 
Barnabas grew bold and said," It was necessary that 
the word of God should be spoken to you first; but 
since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. For 
so the Lord has commanded us: 'I have set you as a 
light to the Gentiles, that you should be for salvation 
to the ends of the earth.'" Now when the Gentiles 
heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of 
the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to 
eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was 
being spread throughout all the region. But the Jews 
stirred up the devout and prominent women and the 
chief men of the city, raised up persecution against 
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their 
region. But they shook off the dust from their feet 
against them, and came to Iconium. And the 
disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit.  
 �´�1�R�Z�� �L�W�� �K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G�� �L�Q��Iconium that they went 
together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke 
that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the 

Greeks believed. But the unbelieving Jews stirred up 
the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the 
brethren. Therefore they stayed there a long time, 
speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness 
to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders 
to be done by their hands. But the multitude of the 
city was divided: part sided with the Jews, and part 
with the apostles. And when a violent attempt was 
made by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their 
rulers, to abuse and stone them, they became aware 
of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of 
Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region. And they 
were preaching the gospel there...  
 �´�7�K�H�Q�� �-�H�Z�V�� �I�U�R�P��Antioch and Iconium came 
there; and having persuaded the multitudes, they 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, 
supposing him to be dead. However, when the 
disciples gathered around him, he rose up and went 
into the city. And the next day he departed with 
Barnabas to Derbe. And when they had preached the 
gospel to that city and made many disciples, they 
returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch , 
strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting 
them to continue in the faith, and saying, "We must 
through many tribulations enter the kingdom of 
God." So when they had appointed elders in every 
church, and prayed with fasting, they commended 
them to the Lord in whom they had believed. And 
after they had passed through Pisidia, they came to 
Pamphylia. Now when they had preached the word 
in Perga, they went down to Attalia. From there 
they sailed to Antioch , where they had been 
commended to the grace of God for the work which 
they had completed. Now when they had come and 
gathered the church together, they reported all that 
God had done with them, and that He had opened 
the door of faith to the Gentiles. So they stayed there 
�D���O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V���µ 
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�3�D�X�O�·�V���)�L�U�V�W���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�D�U�\���-�R�X�U�Q�H�\ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Occasion of Writing 
 �$�V���V�H�H�Q���L�Q���/�X�N�H�·�V���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�� �R�I���3�D�X�O�·�V���I�L�U�V�W���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�D�U�\���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\�����3�D�X�O���D�Q�G���%�D�U�Q�D�E�D�V���P�D�G�H���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�V��
through the southern region of Galatia in which were located most of the cities mentioned in Acts chapters 
13 and 14. The epistle to the Galatians was written to all of the ch�X�U�F�K�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�� ������������ �´to the 
churches�«�µ�������3�D�X�O�·�V���P�D�Q�Q�H�U���L�Q���W�K�L�V���O�H�W�W�H�U���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���D���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���F�O�R�V�H�Q�H�V�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���*�D�O�D�W�L�D�Q�V�����+�H���Z�D�V���W�K�H��
one who had converted them,���´�«we have preached to you�«�µ�����������������´�«the gospel that was preached by me�«�µ��
(1:11). �7�K�H�L�U���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���O�R�Y�H���I�R�U���K�L�P���L�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�D�W���3�D�X�O���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�V���L�Q���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�������K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���´received him as an 
angel of God�µ���D�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�H�Q���S�O�X�F�N�H�G�� �R�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���H�\�H�V�� �I�R�U���K�L�P�����+�L�V���O�R�Y�H�� �I�R�U���W�K�H�P���L�V���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W���L�Q��
�W�K�D�W���K�H���F�D�O�O�V���W�K�H�P���K�L�V���´little children�µ������������) and brethren. It is no wonder then why he shows great surprise 
in the fact that shortly after they had received the gospel from him they were turning aside to a �d́ifferent 
gospel�µ (1:6).  

 Judaizing teachers (men who claimed to be Christians but commanded obedience to the Law of Moses) 
�Z�H�U�H���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���P�H�Q���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���E�H���F�L�U�F�X�P�F�L�V�H�G���W�R���E�H���V�D�Y�H�G�����/�X�N�H���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���R�Q�H���R�I���3�D�X�O�·�V���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K��
these false teachers in Acts 15:1�����´�$�Q�G���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���P�H�Q���F�D�P�H���G�R�Z�Q���I�U�R�P���-�X�G�H�D���D�Q�G���W�D�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���E�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q�����¶�8�Q�O�H�V�V���\�R�X���D�U�H��
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved���·�µ�� �7�K�H�U�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �V�R�P�H�� �P�H�Q�� �Z�K�R�� �Z�H�U�H��
�E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R�� �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H���Y�D�O�L�G�L�W�\���R�I���3�D�X�O�·�V���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V�K�L�S�³ saying that he was not a true apostle�³ and some 
of the Galatian Christians were believing them. Thus, in his letter, Paul shows great passion and concern for 
the Galatians as he defends his apostleship and exposes the error of the Judaizing teachers. The climax of his 
�P�H�V�V�D�J�H�� �L�V�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �*�D�O���� ���������� �´Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be 
entangled again with a yoke of bondage.�µ 
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Time and Place of the Writing 
 The exact date of the writing of this epistle is uncertain. Based on the similarities between this and the 
epistles to the Corinthians and to the Romans we can conclude with reasonable certainty that it was written 
during the same time period as the others. That would have been between 56 and 58 A.D. We have no way 
of determining his location at the time of writing. 

The Author 
 �$�V���V�W�D�W�H�G���L�Q�������������´Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father 
who raised Him from the dead)�«�µ��Paul was born a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin (Rom. 11:1).  He was very 
zealous for the traditions of the Jews (Gal. 1:14). In his early years he trained under Gamaliel, one of the 
greatest Jewish teachers of the day (Acts 22:3). Though Paul was a Jew he was also born a Roman citizen 
(Acts 22:28), which held significant privilege in the Roman world. Among the Jews Paul was a Pharisee, a 
sect of Jews that believed in the resurrection (Acts 23:6). He was converted in Acts 9. As a Jew, Paul was 
known as Saul. The two names mean the same thing; Saul is Hebrew, Paul is Greek. He became known as 
Paul as he began to preach to the Greek (Gentile) nations in Acts 13:9. 

 �7�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���3�D�X�O���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D�V���´�D�Q���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�����Q�R�W���I�U�R�P���P�H�Q���Q�R�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���P�D�Q�����E�X�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�«�µ 
is of some significance. That Paul was chosen by Jesus Christ as an apostle to the Gentiles can be seen in 
Acts 9 and 22. He describes���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D�V���´one born out of due tim�H�µ���L�Q�������&�R�U�����������������K�D�Y�L�Q�J���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���D�S�R�V�W�O�H��
to see the resurrected Jesus. To witness Christ after His resurrection was a necessary requirement of the 
apostles, for they were the ambassadors sent from His presence to bear witness of His resurrection to all the 
world (Acts 1:8). In order for this to be possible it was necessary for them to see Jesus resurrected with 
their own eyes. Paul was the last to fulfill this requirement as Christ appeared to him on the road to 
Damascus in Acts 9. He was chosen by Christ Himself to bear witness of Him to the Gentiles�����Ǵo, for he is a 
chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show him how many 
things he must suffer for My name's sake�µ�����$�F�W�V����������-16).  

 As an apostle, chosen by Jesus, we know that the words revealed in this epistle are inspired of God. The 
authenticity of his apostleship has been thoroughly established by evidence which Paul sets forth in this 
letter, as he does in some other letters as well�����´I have become a fool in boasting; you have compelled me. For I 
ought to have been commended by you; for in nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, though I am nothing. 
Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds�µ��
(2 Cor. 12:11-�����������7�K�X�V�����D�V���K�H���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H�� �&�R�U�L�Q�W�K�L�D�Q�V�����´If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, 
let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord�µ������ Cor. 14:37).  

 For these reasons we study the epistle to the Galatians as it is the inspired word of God.  
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Lesson One 
Galatians 1:1-10 

 
Introduction  
1. In this section Paul gives his greeting which is customary in all of his epistles.  
2. He then introduces his reason for writing this epistle�³ his concern that the Galatians were being 

deceived by a different gospel.   
 
Discussion 
I.  �3�D�X�O�·�V���*�U�H�H�W�L�Q�J����������-3 

A. �3�D�X�O�·�V���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���Duthority (vs. 1) 
1. �Ńot from men nor through man�µ�����+�H���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���Dppointed by the authority of men to the 

apostleship of Jesus Christ. If Paul were merely appointed by men then he would have no 
authority in the kingdom as an apostle. The word apostle means ambassador, one sent out 
from the presence of another. The apostles were ambassadors for Christ, sent out from His 
presence to bear witness of His resurrection to all the world (Acts 1:8). But if Paul were 
appointed by men then he would have no authority because he would not have come from 
the presence of Jesus Christ�³ he would have been an impostor. Some were claming this to 
be true in an attempt to turn the Galatians away from the gospel which Paul preached to 
them. We know for a fact, however, that Paul was a true apostle, set apart by Christ.  

2. �b́ut through Jesus Christ and God the Father�µ�����3�D�X�O���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�Ved of the resurrected Jesus 
in Acts 9. He was sent by Jesus personally to preach the gospel. Jesus said to those whom 
He sent�����H́e who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects 
Him who sent Me�µ�����/�X�N�H�������������������7�K�L�V���Vame authority was given to Paul, for he was sent by 
Jesus to be His apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 26:16-19). Therefore Paul had authority to 
command the things written in this epistle (1 Thess. 4:8).  

3. �ẃho raised Him from the dead�µ�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H�� �I�D�O�V�H���G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H���Z�K�L�F�K���3�D�X�O���L�V���U�H�I�X�W�L�Q�J���L�Q��
this letter it is necessary to emphasize the source of our salvation and the source of the 
power unto salvation. The g�R�V�S�H�O�� �L�V�� �*�R�G�·�V�� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �X�Q�W�R�� �V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���5�R�P���� �������������� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
which we are saved by Jesus Christ who died and whom God raised from the dead. 
Therefore it is to Him alone that we owe our lives (Gal. 2:20). He is the One with all 
authority. 

 
B. �3�D�X�O�·�V���J�U�H�H�W�L�Q�J�����Y�V������-3). 

1. �Ánd all the brethren who are with me�µ���� �3�D�X�O�� �Z�D�V�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G��by companions. 
They often shared in struggles and in concerns for the Christians that they ministered to in 
the word of God (1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Cor. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1; et. al).  

2. �Ǵrace to you and peace from God the Father�µ�����7�K�L�V���Z�D�V���D���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���J�U�H�H�W�L�Q�J��which Paul 
�X�V�H�G���L�Q���K�L�V���H�S�L�V�W�O�H�V�����´�*�U�D�F�H�µ���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�V���D�� �G�H�V�L�U�H���I�R�U�� �W�K�H���/�R�U�G�·�V���J�R�R�G��will to be upon them. 
Indeed, this should be the desire of all Christians for one another. We know that when we 
�K�R�O�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�X�W�K�� �R�I�� �*�R�G�·�V�� �Zord and remain faithful to Him, His grace will be upon us. 
�´�3�H�D�F�H�µ�� �L�V�� �D��harmonious relationship or quietness. This is a condition that can only come 
from God and be attained by those who seek such peace in the unity of the Spirit by 
agreeing in all things according to the word of God (1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:2, 3).  



5 

3. �ánd our Lord Jesus Christ�µ�����7�K�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�U�H���E�H�� �W�X�U�P�R�L�O���D�Q�G�� �S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�� �D�O�O���V�L�G�H�V���-�H�V�X�V��
shows us that we can have a sense of peace through our relationship with God. �´�-�H�V�X�V���K�D�G���D��
peace and quite of soul arising from his union with God and his trust and confidence in him that nothing 
could disturb (Lipscomb, pg. 187). He gives us this peace as well (John 14:27).  

 
C. The glorification of the Father and Son (vs. 4-5).  

1. �Ẃho gave Himself for our sins�µ����Paul reminds us of the source of our salvation. Jesus is 
the one who died for us, therefore it is to Him that we owe our lives (2 Cor. 5:14-15; Gal. 
2:20). 

2. � t́hat He might deliver us from this present evil age�µ���� �:�H���Z�H�U�H�� �X�Q�G�H�U condemnation 
because we walked according to our own desires and according to the wisdom of this 
world. It is from those things that Jesus rescues us. He delivers us from the wrath that is 
coming upon sin (1 Thess. 1:10). He delivers us from the ignorance that is in the world 
(Eph. 4:18). He delivers us from the consequences of living sinful lives.  

3. �áccording to the will of our God and Father�µ���� �7�K�H�� �S�O�D�Q�� �R�I�� �V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q��
once for all delivered to the saints was accomplished according to the eternal will of God 
(Eph. 3:9-�����������:�K�D�W���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���L�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���*�R�G�·�V���L�Q�Wention since the beginning. It was 
according to His will that Jesus was sent to us and Paul was sent by Jesus. We have no 
power, no authority, and therefore no right to change even one word of the gospel. 
Rather, we must seek to do all things according to the will of the Father, just as Jesus did 
when He was on the earth. 

4. � t́o whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen���µ����Because of who They are (Deity) and 
all that They have done, T�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �Z�R�U�W�K�\�� �R�I�� �D�O�O�� �J�O�R�U�\�� �´forever and ever���µ�� �7�K�X�V�� �Z�H�� �P�X�V�W��
always remember to whom the glory is due! 

 
II.  Only One Gospel: 1:6-10 

A. Turning away to a different gospel (vs. 6-7a.). 
1. � Í marvel that you are turning away so soon�µ���� �1�R�W�� �O�R�Q�J�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �3�D�X�O�� �K�D�G�� �S�U�H�D�F�K�H�G�� �W�K�H��

gospel to the Galatians, false prophets began deceiving them. Paul was amazed at how 
quickly they were willing to trade in the truth for a lie; that they were willing to follow 
these new doctrines when they clearly contradicted the doctrine which Paul had delivered 
to them in the beginning, by which they had also been saved.  

2. � t́o a different gospel�µ�����´�*�R�V�S�H�O�µ���O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\���P�H�D�Q�V��good news. �7�K�H���*�U�H�H�N���Z�R�U�G���I�R�U���´�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�µ��
�L�V�� �G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���� �´�D�O�W�H�U�H�G���� �H�O�V�H���� �Q�H�[�W���� �R�W�K�H�U���� �V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�µ�� ���6�W�U�R�Q�J�·�V������ �7�K�H�� �J�R�V�S�H�O�� �W�K�D�W��was being 
preached to them promised some sort of news, but it was not the good news of Christ. It was 
in fact different from the gospel that Jesus established on the cross, and therefore different 
than the gospel that Paul had preached to them. 

3. �ẃhich is not another�µ: �7�K�H���*�U�H�H�N���Z�R�U�G���I�R�U���´another�µ���L�V���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G�����´�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���O�L�N�H�µ�����9�L�Q�H�·�V������
i.e., similar, the same. It was NOT a similar gospel. It was NOT another gospel of the 
same nature as the one Paul preached. To illustrate what Paul is saying, if someone is 
cooking with chicken eggs and says, �H́and me another egg,�µ���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���D�V�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���R�Q�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U��
to those already being used. To preach this different gospel would be like handing the 
person a Cadbury egg instead of a chicken egg. The Cadbury egg resembles an egg, but it is 
not another egg. It will not work. Such was the gospel of the false teachers. It was a fake; 
completely different gospel from the one true gospel.  
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B. Condemnation on anyone who would preach a different gospel (Vs. 7b.-10).  
1. �B́ut there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ�µ: Paul 

was quick to show that the perverted nature of this different gospel could only bring 
condemnation on those who preached it and upon those who believed it. He describes 
those that preach such falsehood as troubling the churches. McGarvey points out that the 
word trouble has the for�F�H�� �R�I�� �´�U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�L�]�H���µ�� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�� �W�R�� �3�D�X�O�·�V�� �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�� �7�L�W�X�V��
�������������´subvert whole households���µ���7�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H affect false doctrine has on the church. �´�7�K�H�U�H���L�V��
not a separate gospel suited to the prejudices or so-�F�D�O�O�H�G���¶�W�D�V�W�H�V�·���R�I���H�D�F�K���V�H�F�W���R�U���G�H�Q�R�P�Lnation. There is 
but one gospel, and hence all church divisions result from perversions of that gospel, and all such 
�V�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �R�U�� �U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\�� �G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �E�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�J�X�L�O�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �6�D�W�D�Q���� �G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J�� �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �¶�W�K�H��
simplicity and purity that is toward Chri�V�W�·�³ (2 Cor. 11:3���µ�����0�F�*�D�U�Y�H�\, pg. 250).  

2. �B́ut even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what 
we have preached to you�µ: The gospel as Paul had preached it was complete, whole, 
perfect, absolute. Should one pervert the gospel by changing any of the truths revealed in 
it, any of the doctrines established by it, or by adding to or removing any of the commands 
delivered in it, their gospel would be of no effect and that person would be accursed. It 
does not matter from whom we receive our gospel, whether by angel or by men, if it is not 
exactly the same as the one revealed in the Scriptures it is a curse upon those who obey it 
and/or teach it.  

3. � ĺet him be accursed�µ���� �7�K�H�� �.�-�9�� �U�H�Q�G�H�U�V�� �W�K�L�V�� �´anathema���µ�� �,�W�� �P�H�D�Q�V���� �´�G�H�Y�R�W�H�G�� �W�R��
�G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�µ�����9�L�Q�H�·s). It is the condemnation from God upon any who attempt to alter His 
word (Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:5-6; 2 John 9; Rev. 22:18-19). The point of this statement 
must be so clearly understood that the Holy Spirit saw fit to repeat it. Do we get the point?  

 
C. Paul will not bend for the sake of pleasing men (Vs. 10).  

1. �F́or do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men?�µ���� �6�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �3�D�X�O�·�V��
enemies had accused him of being a men-pleaser�����7�K�R�X�J�K���3�D�X�O���G�L�G���V�W�U�L�Y�H���W�R���´be all things to 
all men�µ���������&�R�U���� ���������������K�H���G�L�G���V�R���V�R�O�H�O�\���W�R���V�K�R�Z���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�O�\���O�R�Y�H���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G��
of the Lord and to sway men over to the will of God. But not once did he alter the doctrine 
that he preached. He preached the exact same thing to every church and every person (1 
Cor. 4:17). No matter how unpleasant the truth of God was to men, no matter how much 
it may have offended them, Paul preached it exactly as he received it from God (Acts 
20:27).  

2. �F́or if I still please men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ���µ���� �7�K�R�X�J�K�� �3�D�X�O��
pleased men before his conversion, he had since become a bondservant of Christ. 
Therefore his life was given to serve Christ in all things. But if he changed his doctrine in 
order to�� �S�O�H�D�V�H�� �P�H�Q�� �R�U�� �L�I�� �K�H�� �V�R�X�J�K�W�� �W�R�� �J�D�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�R�G�� �R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �P�H�Q�� �R�Y�H�U�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�·�V�� �W�K�H�Q��
Christ would have no longer been his master. For we can only serve one master. 
Whomever we please is our master, whether Christ or man. From his statements in verses 
6-9 we are able to see that pleasing men was not a concern of Paul. From here Paul will go 
on to prove that his loyalties rest with Christ alone.  
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Questions 
Lesson One 

 
Provide scriptural references where possible.  

1. From whom did Paul receive his apostleship?  

2. When���3�D�X�O���V�D�\�V�����´Grace to you and peace���µ���Z�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���K�H���P�H�D�Q�"�� 

3. Why did Jesus give Himself for our sins?  

4. How many gospels are there?  

5. �:�K�H�Q���3�D�X�O���V�D�L�G���´a different gospel, which is not another���µ���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V���K�H���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W�"�� 

6. What are false teachers doing when they teach something other than what God revealed? 

7. If an angel reveals something to us that is not in the scripture or contradicts the scriptures, should we 
listen to him because he is an angel? Explain.  

8. What happens to people who preach a different gospel? 

9. Wh�D�W���G�R�H�V���´accursed�µ���P�H�D�Q�" 

10. From his statements thus far in his epistle, how can we know that Paul is not seeking to please men? 

11. Who should we serve? Why?  

12. What happens when we alter our message in order to please other people? Is God pleased?  
Why/why not? 
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Lesson Two 
Galatians 1:11-24 

 
Introduction  
1. Some false teachers had brought into question the apostleship of Paul and the validity of his gospel. 
2. �-�X�V�W���D�V���P�D�Q�\���L�Q���*�D�O�D�W�L�D���Z�H�U�H���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���K�H�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���´different gospel�µ�����Y�V������������there were also some who were 

believing the lies that were being spread concerning Paul.  
3. Therefore Paul reminds the Galatians that he is an apostle and that his gospel and his instructions in this 

letter come from God. 
 
Discussion 
I.  �7�K�H���'�L�Y�L�Q�H���2�U�L�J�L�Q���R�I���3�D�X�O�·�V���*�R�V�S�H�O������������-12 

A. Paul did not receive it from man (vs. 11). 
1. �B́ut I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me�µ�����,�Q��

order to help them to understand the reason for his severity in vs. 8-9 Paul shows them the 
origin of his gospel. When we know its true source then perhaps we will have a better 
respect for its unchangeable nature. 

2. ���´is not according to man�µ���� �,�I�� �L�W�� �Z�H�U�H�� �R�I�� �P�H�Q�� �W�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �Q�R�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�� �Z�L�W�K��
�F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���L�W���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���K�H�U�H���R�U���W�K�H�U�H�����%�X�W���L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���P�D�Q�� �R�U���P�D�Q�·�V���Z�L�V�G�R�P������ Cor. 
2:13). It is not something that Paul made up; therefore it is not something that he or any 
man can change. 

3. This instruction is needful for today, for many preach the gospel as if it were a matter of 
opinion and the Bible the work of men. Thus, they see no problem with changing one or 
two things. Understanding the origins of the gospel will help us to abide in its doctrine 
without deviation.  �´�6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���V�X�L�W���W�K�H���Z�L�V�K�H�V���R�I���P�D�Q�����3�D�X�O���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H��
true to his call were he to try bending it to sui�W���P�D�Q���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���Z�L�Q���K�L�V���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���J�R�R�G���Z�L�O�O�µ�����=�H�U�U����
pg. 72).  

 
B. He received it by the revelation of Jesus Christ (vs. 12). 

1. �F́or I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it�µ���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �I�R�U us to 
understand. Had Paul received the gospel in the same manner as men today (by being 
taught by someone else) then he would have been in no position to be an apostle. The 
apostles were eye witnesses of Christ. Their task was to bear witness of Him to the world 
(Acts 1:8). In order to do this it was necessary for them to have seen the resurrected Christ 
with their own eyes and receive their doctrine directly from Him. All of the other apostles 
fulfilled this, being taught by Jesus while He was on the earth before and after His 
resurrection. But Paul did not become a disciple until after �-�H�V�X�V�·���I�L�Q�D�O���D�V�F�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���$�F�W�V����. 
Nevertheless, Christ appeared to him on the road to Damascus in Acts 9. But where did 
Paul learn the gospel? If he received it from men then he would have been no different than 
Christians today, but if he received it from Christ then he would have been a true apostle. 
He says here that he DID NOT receive it from���P�H�Q�����5�D�W�K�H�U�« 

2. �b́ut it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ�µ����� �́+�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���W�D�X�J�K�W���E�\���D���G�L�U�H�F�W��
communication of t�K�H�� �P�L�Q�G�� �R�I�� �*�R�G�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �-�H�V�X�V�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�µ�� ���/�L�S�Vcomb, pg. 193). Revelation is 
�G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���� �´�$�Q�� �X�Q�F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J�µ�� ���9�L�Q�H�V������ �,�W�� �L�V�� �D�� �G�L�V�F�O�R�V�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�U�X�W�K�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���� �3�D�X�O��
received things directly from Jesus which he previously did not know. This means that his 
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gospel came from the same source as that of the other apostles�³ from Jesus Himself. 
Therefore Paul had all the qualifications of a true apostle and bore in his words the 
authority given by God. For that reason, whether we are reading the gospels, the epistles 
of Paul, or the epistles of Peter, they all carry the exact same authority for they are all the 
words of God (1 Cor. 14:37; 2 Pet. 3:15-16).  

 
II.  Paul Separated as an Apostle by the Will of God (1:13-16) 

A. �3�D�X�O�·�V���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���L�Q���-�X�G�D�L�V�P���E�H�I�R�U�H���K�L�V���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�����Y�V��������-14) 
1. �F́or you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism�µ���� �3�D�X�O�� �K�D�G�� �E�H�H�Q�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��

churches as,���H́e who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy�µ��
(Gal. 2:23; cf. Acts 9:21). It would seem that his history had also been related to the 
Galatians, either by him or by someone else. 

2. �H́ow I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it�µ���� �)�R�U��
more background on this read Acts 7:57-8:4; 9:1-30; 22:3-11; 26:4-18. Paul was 
exceedingly violent against the church and against the name of Christ before his 
conversion. Therefore the gospel that he preached to the Galatians was not learned in his 
early life and he certainly did not make it up. For in all things he was contrary to Christ. 

3. �Ánd I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, 
being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers�µ����He is referring, not 
so much to his faith, as his zeal for the traditions and practices of the Jews which was in part 
responsible for his viol�H�Q�F�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�X�U�F�K���� �%�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �3�D�X�O�·�V�� �I�R�U�P�H�U�� �]�H�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
traditions of the Jews he could not have come up with the gospel which he preached to the 
Galatians. He was more zealous for Jewish tradition than any of his contemporaries; he was 
head of the class, so to speak. The gospel was the very thing that his zeal was directed 
against. It was not possible that he would have made it up or that it could have originated 
from him. 

 
B. The manner���R�I���3�D�X�O�·�V���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O (vs. 15-16a.). 

1. �B́ut when it pl�H�D�V�H�G���*�R�G�����Z�K�R���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G���P�H���I�U�R�P���P�\���P�R�W�K�H�U�·�V���Z�R�P�E�µ�����*�R�G���N�Q�H�Z���R�I��
�3�D�X�O�·�V�� �]�H�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �G�R�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�D�W�� �K�H�� �W�K�R�X�J�K�W�� �Z�D�V�� �U�L�J�K�W���� �3�D�X�O��affirmed that while he was 
�S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���K�H���G�L�G���L�W���L�Q���´all good conscience�µ�����$�F�W�V�����������������6�X�F�K���]�H�D�O�����Z�K�H�Q���V�H�W���L�Q��
the right direction, is very useful to God. �7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���� �I�U�R�P�� �3�D�X�O�·�V�� �E�L�U�W�K God had 
determined to use Paul in His service. There are several instances in the Scriptures where 
this was the case (Samson, Judges 13:1-5; Jeremiah, Jer. 1:5; and John the Baptist, Luke 
1:13-17).  

2. �ánd called me through His grace�µ���� �´�&�D�O�O�H�G�µ�� �U�H�I�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �3�D�X�O�·�V�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q����He was 
approached by Jesus on his way to Damascus and shown that what he was doing was 
wrong. While in Damascus Paul repented of his sins and obeyed the gospel by being 
baptized. As se�H�Q�����3�D�X�O�·�V��former conduct was in every way contrary to the gospel. There 
�Z�D�V���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���K�H���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���W�R���U�H�F�R�P�S�H�Q�V�H���W�K�H���K�D�U�P���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���G�R�Q�H�����%�X�W���E�\���*�R�G�·�V��
grace Paul was given the opportunity to repent and to turn to the true service of God.  

3. � t́o reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles�µ����That Paul 
might bear witness of Christ and ultimately that he might reveal Christ to the Gentiles 
through his words, through the signs done by the power of the Holy Spirit, and through 
His conduct.  
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C. Paul did not confer with flesh and blood (vs. 16 b). 
1. This section further supports the fact that Paul did not receive his gospel from men. The 

revelation of Christ was the only possible source for his knowledge in the gospel. 
2. � Í did not immediately confer with flesh and blood�µ����After his conversion, Paul did not 

immediately go where he could learn more about the gospel from men. He did not seek 
council from his former friends or his �Q�H�Z���E�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q�����$�V���Z�H���U�H�D�G���L�Q���$�F�W�V���������������´Immediately 
he preached Christ in the synagogues���µ �,�I���3�D�X�O�·�V���J�R�V�S�H�O���Z�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���K�L�P���E�\���R�W�K�H�U���P�H�Q���W�K�H�Q���K�H��
would have needed time to learn it from them. However, he has shown that his only 
interest before his conversion was in destroying the gospel. Immediately after his 
conversion he preached the gospel. There was no time to learn it from men before he 
began preaching. It must have come by revelation. 

 
III.  �3�D�X�O�·�V���5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���W�R���W�K�H���2�W�K�H�U���$�S�R�V�W�O�H�V������������-24).  

A. Paul did not meet the other apostles after his conversion (vs. 17). 
1. ���Ńor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me�µ�����3�D�X�O���Z�D�V���F�D�O�Oed, 

appointed, and taught by Jesus Christ. For that reason he did not need the approval or 
instruction of the other apostles (though he still taught the same gospel as they did). As an 
apostle, the revelation of Christ was the source of his gospel and there was no need for him 
to be taught by men. Therefore there was no need for him to go up to Jerusalem.  

2. �B́ut I went to Arabia, and returned to Damascus�µ�����5�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���-�H�U�X�V�D�O�H�P���K�H 
went into Arabia (the exact location of which is uncertain). His activities there and the 
duration of his stay are not given. Some have speculated that Paul went into Arabia to 
meditate on the gospel which Christ had revealed to him. But this theory is without 
foundation. His purpose for providing this information was to prove that he had no need to 
go where the other apostles were, for he was sufficiently taught by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. From Arabia he returned to Damascus. This journey must have occurred sometime 
between Acts 9:19 and 24. 

 
B. After three years he went to Jerusalem (vs. 18-19). 

1. �T́hen after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him 
fifteen days.�µ���� �0�R�V�W�� �O�L�N�H�O�\�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �K�L�V���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q���� �,�Q�� �$�F�W�V�� ������3-25 it says that 
�áfter many days�µ���W�K�H���-�H�Z�V���S�O�R�W�W�H�G���W�R���N�L�O�O���3�D�X�O�����W�K�X�V���I�R�U�F�L�Q�J���K�L�P���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���R�Q���W�R��
Jerusalem.  

2. � �́%�X�W�� �,�� �V�D�Z�� �Q�R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V�� �H�[�F�H�S�W�� �-�D�P�H�V���� �W�K�H�� �/�R�U�G�·�V�� �E�U�R�W�K�H�U�µ���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �W�R��
show the brevity of his stay in Jerusalem (only fifteen days). His purpose in Jerusalem was 
not to learn, but to preach. In Acts 9:29 we see him preaching to the Hellenists (Greeks). 
His reason for leaving is also revealed in that passage, for Hellenists also plotted to kill him. 

3. During that time the o�Q�O�\�� �D�S�R�V�W�O�H�� �K�H�� �P�H�W�� �Z�D�V�� �3�H�W�H�U���� �-�D�P�H�V���� �W�K�H�� �/�R�U�G�·�V�� �E�U�R�W�K�H�U�� �L�V��
mentioned here and is described as an apostle. Though he was not properly an apostle (was 
not called by Jesus specifically to the office), he did have many of the same credentials as 
the apostles, being a witness of Christ. Again, there was not enough time in this short 
period for Paul to gain anything further concerning his gospel from the other apostles, thus 
more firmly establishing his independence of them.  

 
C. Paul traveled to the regions of Syria and Cilicia (vs. 20-24). 

1. �Ńow concerning the things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do not lie�µ����
Paul wanted them to clearly understand that his accounts of his conversion, the revelation 
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he received from Jesus, and his travels were the absolute truth. It was important that the 
Galatians understood the truth of these facts. These things provide proof of his apostleship, 
and therefore his authority as a spokesman for God.  

2. ���Áfterward I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia�µ�����6�H�H���W�K�H���P�D�S�V on pages i and ii 
of the appendix. In Acts 9:30 we are told that when the brethren in Jerusalem found out 
about the plot to kill Paul they secretly sent him to Caesarea then on to Tarsus, which is 
located in the NW Corner of Cilicia. Later, Barnabas found Paul at Tarsus and the two of 
them went down to Antioch, which is the chief city in the region of Syria (Acts 11:25-26).  

3. �Ánd I was unknown by face to the churches of Judea which were in Christ�µ���� �-�X�G�H�D��
was the region around Jerusalem and to the SW of the Dead Sea (see the map on page ii of 
the appendix). Judea and Samaria were the first two regions to have the gospel preach 
throughout (Acts 1:8). �3�D�X�O�·�V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���K�H�U�H���L�V���W�R���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���K�L�V���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�R�V�H��
brethren. Being among the first to receive the gospel, they would have been the most 
knowledgeable and experience in it. But he did not learn the gospel from them. 

4. � �́%�X�W���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���R�Q�O�\�����¶�+�H���Z�K�R���I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�H�G���X�V���Q�R�Z���S�U�H�D�F�K�H�V���W�K�H���I�D�L�W�K��
which he once tried to destroy�·�µ�����7�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���L�Q��Judea knew Paul only be reputation. He 
had not gone to them to learn his gospel. He had not gone to them to validate his 
apostleship. 

5. �Ánd they glorified God in me�µ�����7�K�H�\���J�O�R�U�L�I�L�H�G���*�R�G���W�K�D�W���3�D�X�O���Z�D�V���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�Q�J��
them and that he was in fact helping the spread of the gospel. Though they had never seen 
him and had no part in his conversion, they had heard of the work that he was doing and 
showed approval of it. For he preached the same thing that they did, though he never 
learned his gospel from men.  
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Questions 
Lesson Two 

 
Provide scriptural references where possible.  

1. What did Paul make known to the brethren in Galatia? Why? 

2. What was the source of the gospel preached by Paul? Why is it important for us to know this? 

3. �'�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���3�D�X�O�·�V���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���E�H�I�R�U�H���Kis conversion. 

4. How did Paul compare to his Jewish contemporaries? 

5. �:�K�D�W���Z�D�V���3�D�X�O�·�V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���I�R�U���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���F�L�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V two questions? 

6. Who chose Paul to be an apostle? 

7. When was he chosen? Explain. 

8. What did Paul mean when he said that �K�H���´did not immediately confer with flesh and blood�µ�"�� 

9. Where did Paul go shortly after his conversion? Where did he go after that?  

10. How long after his conversion was it before Paul went to Jerusalem? Who did he meet there?  

11. Where did Paul go from Jerusalem?  

12. What major cities did Paul visit in the regions of Cilicia and Syria? 

13. During his travels, how much time did Paul spend with the other apostles? Explain why this is 
important to the point of his discussion. 
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Lesson Three 
Galatians 2:1-10 

 
Introduction  
1. Having shown that the gospel and his apostleship were from Christ and not men, Paul now shows that 

he was received as an equal by the other apostles (2:9).  
2. Paul proves his authority and stability in the gospel by showing that he will not alter that gospel for any 

man.  
 
Discussion 
I.  Paul Travels to Jerusalem with Barnabas (2:1-5). 

A. Paul preached for fourteen years before meeting the other apostles (vs. 1).  
1. �T́hen after fourteen years�µ: We can safely assume that this is from the same point as the 

three year period mentioned in 1:18�³ �3�D�X�O�·�V���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���F�R�Y�H�U�V���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G��
in Acts 9 through 15. During this time Paul and Barnabas had gone on their first missionary 
journey and returned to Antioch, which was their base of operation (Acts 13:1-4; 14:26-
28). It was during these travels that Paul and Barnabas established the churches in Galatia. 

2. � Í went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me�µ����While 
�3�D�X�O�� �D�Q�G�� �%�D�U�Q�D�E�D�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �L�Q�� �$�Q�W�L�R�F�K�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �M�R�X�U�Q�H�\�� �´�«certain men came down from 
�-�X�G�H�D�� �D�Q�G�� �W�D�X�J�K�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q���� �¶�8�Q�O�H�V�V�� �\�R�X�� �D�U�H�� �F�L�U�F�X�P�F�L�V�H�G�� �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�X�V�W�R�P�� �R�I�� �0�R�V�H�V���� �\�R�X��
cannot be saved���·�µ�����$�F�W�V�����������������7�K�H���H�U�U�R�U���R�I�� �W�K�L�V���G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H���K�D�G���D�O�U�H�D�G�\ been made known to 
Paul, for he had been refuting this teaching while still in Antioch. But that the matter might 
be settled by all the apostles Paul was sent to Jerusalem (Acts 15:2-6). Titus was a young 
man who had become a traveling partner and fellow worker with Paul. He is mentioned in 
2 Cor. 7, 8, 12, here in Galatians, and Paul addressed one of his letters to him. The fact 
�W�K�D�W���7�L�W�X�V���Z�D�V���D���*�H�Q�W�L�O�H���L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R���3�D�X�O�·�V���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���K�H�U�H�� 

 
B. Traveling to Jerusalem (vs. 1-2; Acts 15). 

1. �Ánd I went up by revelation�µ���� �$�V�� �D�Q�� �D�S�R�V�W�O�H�� �V�H�Q�W�� �R�X�W�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �+�R�O�\�� �6�S�L�U�L�W�� ���$�F�W�V�� ��������������
there were several occasions where Paul was directed in this manner (Acts 16:7). It is 
evident throughout the New Testament that this type of guidance from the Holy Spirit was 
restricted to the apostles and prophets as they fulfilled their role in revealing the word of 
God.  

2. �ánd communicated to them that gospel which I preached among the Gentiles�µ���� �,�Q��
Acts 15:3-4 Paul and his companions are recorded as relating all that had happened in their 
first missionary journey to the churches at Phoenicia, Samaria, and finally at Jerusalem. 
This would have been the first encounter Paul had with all of the other apostles at once. It 
is important to note that throughout his preaching Paul did not command one Gentile to be 
circumcised, yet all of the apostles and elders in Jerusalem rejoiced over their conversion. 
Throughout this section Paul will continue to prove the validity of his apostleship while 
beginning his arguments against the Judaizing teachers.  

3. �b́ut privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had 
run, in vain�µ�����7�K�L�V���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���V�R�P�H���R�I�� �W�K�H���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V���D�Q�G���H�O�G�H�U�V���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���R�I���K�L�J�K���U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
among the church. It was a wise step to bring this matter to such men privately. This 
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would give him opportunity to explain the matter thoroughly to them and to give them 
time to think on it before entering the counsel. �´�3�D�X�O���Z�L�V�H�O�\���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�S�R�V�W�R�O�L�F���O�H�D�G�H�U�V��
(Acts 15:4) before entering the council, lest, through some misunderstanding, he might encounter their 
opposition, and so have his work destroyed, for he recognized that if his labors were discountenanced at 
the fountain-head, all that he had done would be in vain. According to his characteristic use of 
metaphors, he describes �K�L�V�� �O�D�E�R�U�V�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�J�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �*�U�H�F�L�D�Q�� �U�D�F�H�µ�����0�F�*�D�U�Y�H�\, pg. 256).�� �´�,�I�� �W�K�H��
Jews were to continue in this perverted teaching concerning the Gospel, it would have upset the work 
�R�I���3�D�X�O���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H�P�µ�����=�H�U�U�����S�J�������������� 

 
C. Paul and Titus encounter Judaizing teachers (2:3-5). 

1. �Ýet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be 
circumcised�µ�����7�L�W�X�V���Z�D�V���D���*�U�H�H�N�����E�H�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���*�H�Q�W�L�O�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����%�\���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���W�K�H���P�D�W�W�H�U�� �R�I��
circumcision had been brought before the Jerusalem counsel. If circumcision had been 
necessary for salvation then Titus would have been compelled to be circumcised. But he 
�Z�D�V�Q�·�W�����,�I���F�L�U�F�X�P�F�L�V�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���S�U�R�I�L�W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O���R�I���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V���D�Q�G���H�O�G�H�U�V��
would have been the time to establish that. But the conclusion of that counsel was the 
circumcision was not necessary. That Titus came from their not being circumcised was 
evidence of that.  

2. �Ánd this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in�µ�� Why would Titus 
have been compelled to be circumcised in the first place? Because of these false brethren 
trying to convince Christians to keep the Law of Moses. Possibly Jews pretending to be 
Christians�³ to learn of their doctrines in order to seek a way to refute them and turn 
people away from the faith. 

3. �ẃho came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus�µ�����7�K�H�V�H��
�-�H�Z�V���L�Q���G�L�V�J�X�L�V�H���Z�H�U�H���V�S�\�L�Q�J���R�Q�� �W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���D�V���Z�R�O�Y�H�V���L�Q���V�K�H�H�S�·�V���F�O�R�W�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q��
something of the freedom Christians have in Christ.  

4. � t́hat they might bring us into bondage�µ�����7�Kere desire was to find some way by which 
they could bring Christians back under the bondage of the Law of Moses.  

5. � t́o whom we did not yield submission even for an hour�µ�����<�H�W�����H�Y�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I��
this counsel Titus was not compelled to be circumcised and the true liberty of the gospel 
was preserved. Through this account Paul showed that his gospel did not change, even 
while under pressure from these false teachers. In its conclusion the counsel also 
established the same truth that Paul had been preaching all along. However, as Paul will 
point out later in his letter, the Christians in Galatia had not been so consistent in their 
faith.  

6. � t́hat the truth of the gospel might continue with you�µ���� �3�D�X�O�� �Z�D�V�� �Y�L�F�W�R�U�L�R�X�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H��
false teachers. His labor in preaching the gospel was not in vain. Because he, Titus, and the 
other apostles resisted the false teachers, the Galatians were able continue in the freedom 
that they had in Christ. It is important to note that it was this freedom, which Paul and the 
other apostles had defended, that the Galatians were now giving up by listening to false 
teachers.  

 
II.  Paul and His Apostleship Received by the Other Apostles (2:6-10). 

A. Those who seemed to be something added nothing to Paul (vs. 6). 
1. �B́ut from those who seem to be something�³ whoever they are�µ���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �P�D�\�� �E�H�� �W�K�H��

same people of reputation as in 2:2. They seemed to be something in the minds of other 
men; i.e. have high reputations. It is a tendency of men (even Christians) to exalt other 
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men like the apostles higher than they ought to (1 Cor. 1:12; 3:4-7).  In the world and 
�D�P�R�Q�J�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �D�U�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�O�\�� �P�L�Q�G�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �Z�D�\�� �W�R�� �V�S�U�H�D�G�� �R�Q�H�·�V�� �U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �E�H��
introduced to other men of high reputation. If Paul desired to be validated as an apostle, 
the Jerusalem conference would have been the best place to do it. He would have been in 
�W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V���D�Q�G���H�O�G�H�U�V���W�K�H�U�H�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�« 

2. � ít makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritism to no man�µ�����7�K�H���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q��
and reputation of men make no difference to Paul as to his apostleship or service to God. 
Neither their opinion of him nor their validation of his apostleship affected anything, for he 
was appointed by God and not men and did not need the approval of men. God is not a 
respecter of persons (Acts 10:34; Rom. 2:11), therefore God did not need Paul to be 
approved by men in order to use him in His service.  

3. � f́or those who seem to be something added nothing to me�µ�����+�H�U�H���3�D�X�O���E�H�J�L�Q�V���W�R���D�Q�V�Z�H�U��
the question as to his relationship to the other apostles. Was he the same as them or was he 
�D���´�O�H�V�V�H�U�µ���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�"��He says that they added nothing to his authority or to his knowledge and 
understanding of the gospel. Paul shows here that �´�+�H���Z�D�V���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���D���S�L�O�O�D�U���R�I���H�T�X�D�O���D�O�W�L�W�X�G�H���>�H�T�X�D�O��
to the other apostles], and no more to be measure�G���E�\���W�K�H�P���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�\���E�\���K�L�P�µ�����0�F�*�D�U�Y�H�\, 257). 

 
B. Paul was appointed to the Gentiles as Peter was to the Jews (Vs. 7-8). 

1. �B́ut on the contrary�µ�����&�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\���W�R���W�K�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���3�D�X�O���Z�Ds a lesser apostle and needed 
the approval of the other apostles.  

2. �ẃhen they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as 
the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter�µ�����,�W���Z�D�V���F�O�H�D�U���W�R���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V���W�K�D�W���3�D�X�O��
�Z�D�V�� �L�Q�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �Z�D�\�� �H�T�X�D�O�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�P���� �7�K�H�� �´�X�Q�F�L�U�F�X�P�F�L�V�H�G�µ�� �U�H�I�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �*�H�Q�W�L�O�H�V���� �7�K�H��
�´�F�L�U�F�X�P�F�L�V�H�G�µ�� �U�Hfers to the Jews. Based on all that Paul had related to the other apostles 
concerning his conversion of the Gentiles, they were able to see that he had indeed been 
appointed by God to be an apostle to the Gentiles. They recognized that even though he 
did not receive his gospel from them, he preached the same thing as they did. His witness 
of the resurrection and appointment by Christ also made him equal. Thus they were able to 
see that just as Peter led the way in the conversion of the Jews beginning in Acts 2:14, so 
Paul was leading the way in the conversion of the Gentiles.  

3. � f́or He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also 
worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles�µ�����7�K�H�L�U���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V�K�L�S���Z�D�V���W�R���E�H�D�U���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���R�I��
Christ to men. God was the One who worked effectively in Peter to bear witness of Christ 
to the Jews. We see the Holy Spirit being poured out in Acts 2:1-4, the boldness and 
wisdom given Peter and the others by the Holy Spirit in Acts 3-6, God working through 
Peter to���W�D�N�H���W�K�H�� �J�R�V�S�H�O���W�R���&�R�U�Q�H�O�L�X�V���L�Q���$�F�W�V�����������D�Q�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H���H�Y�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���3�H�W�H�U�·�V���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G��
execution God enabled Peter to escape from prison with the help of an angel in Acts 12. 
All the while Peter was performing signs and wonders, even raising Tabitha from the dead 
(Acts 9:36ff). All this was done to further the spread of the gospel among the Jews. Thus 
�Ǵod worked effectively in Peter���µ�� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�R�N�� �R�I�� �$�F�W�V�� �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U�� �W�Z�H�O�Y�H�� �L�W�� �L�V��
evident that just as God worked effectively in Peter He also worked effectively in Paul as 
�K�H�� �S�U�H�D�F�K�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �*�H�Q�W�L�O�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �P�L�U�D�F�O�H�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �*�R�G�·�V��
stamp of approval that their gospel was from Him. Thus, God, through the signs which He 
had done through Paul and the work which Paul had accomplished by that power, showed 
all men that he was the apostle to the Gentiles (read Heb. 2:4).  
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C. James, Cephas, and John give Paul the right hand of fellowship (vs. 9-10).  
1. �Ánd when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars�µ���� �3�L�O�O�D�U�V�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W��

strength and support. When this figure is applied to men it refers to the strength and 
support they supply to an organization. James, Cephas (Peter), and John were leaders and 
as such, they seemed to be pillars in the church.  

2. �ṕerceived the grace that had been given to me�µ�����7�R���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H���L�V���´�W�R���N�Q�R�Z���E�\���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��
�R�U�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�µ�� ���9�L�Q�H�·�V������ �7�K�H�V�H�� �P�H�Q���� �E�\�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�N�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �*�R�G�� �K�D�G�� �G�R�Q�H�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
�3�D�X�O�����X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���D�V���W�K�H�P�����3�D�X�O���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�L�V���D�V���W�K�H���´�J�U�D�F�H�µ���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V��
given to him because this office was not something that he could have earned or attained by 
his own power. Rather, it was given by God, granted to Paul despite his previous sins 
against the name of Christ.  

3. �T́hey gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the 
Gentiles and they to the circumcised�µ�����6�H�H�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���K�H���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���E�\���*�R�G���M�X�V�W���D�V��
they had been, they gave him the right hand of fellowship. This fellowship is a working 
together. These pillars agreed that they would continue to preach among the Jews, being in 
fellowship with Paul as he preached among the Gentiles. They gave the right hand of 
fellowship because, even though there work was being done in two different spheres, the 
gospel that they preached was exactly the same.���´�)�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S�µ���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�Keir relationship as 
they worked together as servants of God toward a common goal. This is a great testimony 
toward the apostleship of Paul, not because he needed the approval of these men, but 
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �´�S�L�O�O�D�U�V�µ�� �Z�H�U�H�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �E�\�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �3�D�X�O�·�V�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\����
�7�K�X�V���� �E�\�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�� �3�D�X�O�·�V�� �D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V�K�L�S�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�\�V�D�\�H�U�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �I�L�Q�G��
themselves fighting against Paul, but also against the other apostles, and therefore against 
God���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V�·���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���Z�D�V���Z�L�W�K���*�R�G���������-�Rhn 1:3).  

4. �T́hey desired only that we should remember the poor�µ�����7�K�R�X�J�K���3�D�X�O���D�Q�G���%�D�U�Q�D�E�D�V���Z�H�U�H��
set for the preaching of the gospel in other regions, the apostles and elders in Jerusalem 
requested that they not forget the poor Christians in Judea. Their poverty may have been 
from natural disaster or persecution. There had been a famine in that area once before, 
during which Paul delivered aid from the saints in Antioch to the saints in Judea according 
to Acts 11:27-30. Paul also makes mention of caring for needy stain in 1 Cor. 16 and 
2 Cor. 8-9.  

5. � t́he very thing which I also was eager to do�µ�����3�D�X�O���K�D�G���V�X�F�K���D���O�R�Y�H���I�R�U���K�L�V���E�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q���W�K�D�W��
he did not need to be asked to remember the poor. He was eager to help in any way 
possible and encourage those to whom he preached to do the same. Such completes the 
unity and harmony between him and the other apostles. �+�H�� �K�D�G�� �´�D�� �V�L�Q�F�H�U�H�� �O�R�Y�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�E�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q�µ���D�V���D�O�O���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���������3�H�W������������������ 
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Questions 
Lesson Three 

 
Provide scriptural references where possible.  

1. How m�D�Q�\���\�H�D�U�V���K�D�G���S�D�V�V�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���3�D�X�O�·�V���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H���K�H���P�H�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V�����E�H�V�L�G�H�V��
Peter)? Why is this important? 

2. In Acts 15:1-�������Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V���3�D�X�O�·�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���W�D�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���F�L�U�F�X�P�F�L�V�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���I�R�U��
salvation? 

3. Why did Paul go to Jerusalem from Antioch? Who sent him? 

4. Who accompanied him to Jerusalem?  

5. What did Paul do when he first arrived at Jerusalem? Why? 

6. Who tried to compel Titus to be circumcised? 

7. What was their purpose for associating with the Christians at Jerusalem?  

8. What did P�D�X�O���P�H�D�Q���E�\���´bring us into bondage�µ�" 

9. What was the response of Paul and Titus toward these men? 

10. How did this benefit the Galatians? 

11. What was the response of the other apostles to the apostleship of Paul? 

12. �'�L�G���W�K�H�L�U���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���D�I�I�H�F�W���L�Q���D�Q�\���Z�D�\���3�D�X�O�·�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\��or apostleship? Explain. 

13. Why were the other apostles so willing to accept Paul? 

14. �:�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���´�U�L�J�K�W���K�D�Q�G���R�I���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S�µ���P�H�D�Q�" 

15. What request did James, Cephas, and John make of Paul and Barnabas? How did Paul respond? 
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Lesson Four 
Galatians 2:11-21 

 
Introductio n 
1. In this section Paul gives an account in which he rebukes Peter for hypocrisy.  
2. �3�D�X�O�·�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���3�H�W�H�U�·�V��hypocrisy served three purposes:  

a. It showed that Paul was in no way inferior to Peter as an apostle. This will bring his discussion on 
this matter to a close. 

b. Paul makes his first point concerning hypocrisy and the futility of Christians keeping the Law of 
Moses. 

c. It provides an introduction for Paul to begin his discussion on the relationship between the Law, 
Christ, and Christians.  

 
Discussion 
I.  Peter and Others Caught Up in Hypocrisy (2:11-13). 

A. �3�H�W�H�U�·�V���K�\�S�R�F�U�L�V�\�����Y�V��������-12). 
1. �Ńow, when Peter had come to Antioch�µ�����6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���-�H�U�X�V�D�O�H�P���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�����Z�H���G�R��

not know how long, possibly sometime between Acts 15:30 and 36) Peter traveled up to 
Antioch where Paul and Barnabas were.  

2. � Í withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed�µ�����:�K�L�O�H���3�H�W�H�U���Z�D�V���L�Q���$�Q�W�L�R�F�K��
Paul saw it necessary to rebuke him to his face. Peter had actually been the cause for the 
hypocrisy that was taking place among the Jewish Christians in Antioch.  

3. �F́or before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles�µ���� �-�D�P�H�V����
who was still in Jerusalem, sent a group of Jewish brethren to Antioch. Before they arrived 
Peter would freely associate with his Gentile brethren. This is significant because according 
to Jewish tradition it was unlawful for Jews to eat with Gentiles. But in Christ the old law, 
and therefore the division between Jews and Gentiles, was abolished. The two had become 
one (Eph. 2:14-16). Therefore it was good and right for Peter to eat with his Gentile 
brethren and to eat whatever food they put before him.  

4. �b́ut when they came he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of 
the circumcision�µ�����:�K�H�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���-�H�Z�L�V�K���E�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G���3�H�W�H�U���F�H�D�V�H�G���Irom eating with 
the Gentiles. He separated himself from the Gentiles, as if following again the customs of 
the Jews. This was especially strange as in Acts 10 Peter was the first person to show that 
there was no longer a separation between Jews and Gentiles. In Acts 11 he defended this 
truth to his fellow Jews and continued to do so during the Jerusalem conference in Acts 15. 
But while in Antioch he reverted back to his prejudicial Jewish customs. Why? Because he 
� f́eared those who were of the circumcision.�µ Peter played the hypocrite by separating himself 
from the Gentiles in order to gain the good opinion of his fellow Jews. He contradicted the 
very truth that he had previously defended. 

 
B. Barnabas and others carried away with their hypocrisy (vs. 13). 

1. �T́he rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him�µ�����,�Q�������������3�D�X�O���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���3�H�W�H�U��
�ẃas to be blamed���µ���(�Y�L�G�H�Q�W�O�\���K�H���Z�D�V���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���R�Q�H���W�R���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���*�H�Q�W�L�O�H�V���V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
other Jews followed in his example of hypocrisy. The truth about the Gentiles was not a 




