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Introduction

To the Book of Galatians

History of the churches in Galatia: Acts 13-14
"1RZ ZKHQ 3DXO DQG FKaphbs,S D Grks bk, But Eht @belitdiRgRews stirred up

they came to Perga in Pamphylia; and John,
departing from them, returned to Jerusalem. But
when they departed from Perga, they came to
Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue
on the Sabbath day and sat down...

"6R ZKHQ WKH
the Gentiles begged that these words might be
preached to them the next Sabbath. Now when the
congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and
devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who,
speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the
grace of God. On the next Sabbath almost the whole
city came together to hear the word of God. But
when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled
with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they
opposed the things spoken by Paul. Then Paul and
Barnabas grew bold and said," It was necessary that
the word of God should be spoken to you first; but
since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of
everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. For
so the Lord has commanded us: 'l have set you as a
light to the Gentiles, that you should be for salvation
to the ends of the earth." Now when the Gentiles
heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of
the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to
eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was
being spread throughout all the region. But the Jews
stirred up the devout and prominent women and the
chief men of the city, raised up persecution against
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their
region. But they shook off the dust from their feet
against them, and came to Iconium. And the
disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy
Spirit.

"1RZ LW K DiI&bitkf)thhGhek Qent
together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke
that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the

“HZV ZHQW

the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the
brethren. Therefore they stayed there a long time,
speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness
to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders
to be done by their hands. But the multitude of the
city XMW diRibd: \PaK tHed/WiQ B ]R3 Xtk part
with the apostles. And when a violent attempt was
made by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their
rulers, to abuse and stone them, they became aware
of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of
Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region. And they
were preaching the gospel there...

"7TKHQ -HZXnifioth&RdPIconium came
there; and having persuaded the multitudes, they
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city,
supposing him to be dead. However, when the
disciples gathered around him, he rose up and went
into the city. And the next day he departed with
Barnabas to Derbe. And when they had preached the
gospel to that city and made many disciples, they
returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,
strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting
them to continue in the faith, and saying, "We must
through many tribulations enter the kingdom of
God." So when they had appointed elders in every
church, and prayed with fasting, they commended
them to the Lord in whom they had believed. And
after they had passed through Pisidia, they came to
Pamphylia. Now when they had preached the word
in Perga, they went down to Attalia. From there
they sailed to Antioch, where they had been
commended to the grace of God for the work which
they had completed. Now when they had come and
gathered the church together, they reported all that
God had done with them, and that He had opened
the door of faith to the Gentiles. So they stayed there

D ORQJ WLPH ZLWK WKH GLVFLSOH




3DXO:-V )LUVW OLVVLRQDU\ -RXUQH\

The Occasion of Writing
$V VHHQ LOXQMW HRN3DKRRY ILUVW PLVVLRQDU\ MRXUQH\ 3D

through the southern region of Galatia in which were located most of the cities mentioned in Acts chapters
13 and 14. The epistle to the Galatians was written to all of the c XUFKHV LQ WK UHIJLRQ
churches« i 3DXO-V PDQQHU LQ WKLV OHWWHU VXJJHVWYV D IDPLOL
one who had converted them, ~ e have preached to you <« [ the ospel that was preached by me « [
(1:11). 7TKHLU SUHYLRXV ORYH IRU KLP LV HYLGH&KQMW hm@MNKDW 3D
angel of Godl DQG ZRXOG KDYH HYHQ SOXFNHG RXW WKHLU H\HV IF
WKDW KH FR®iden W K Bl dad ikdthven. It is no wonder then why he shows great surprise

in the fact that shortly after they had received the gospel from him they were turning aside to a ,dg'ﬁ”erent
gospel {1:6).

Judaizing teachers (men who claimed to be Christians but commanded obedience to the Law of Moses)
ZHUH WHDFKLQJ WKDW PHQ QHHGHG WR EH FLUFXPFLVHG WR
these false teachers in Acts 15:1 $QG FHUWDLQ PHQ FDPH GRZQ IURP -XGHD I
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved - [ 7TKHUH ZHUH DOVR VRPH F
EULQJLQJ LQWR TXHVWLRQ 3Waknd thit B-@ds ol aWle HBoktl3Duxi@mV DS RV W
of the Galatian Christians were believing them. Thus, in his letter, Paul shows great passion and concern for
the Galatians as he defends his apostleship and exposes the error of the Judaizing teachers. The climax of his

PHVVDJH LV IR X{hGfask tQref6rDifthe liberty b); which Christ has made us free, and do not be
entangled again with a yoke of bondage. |A




Time and Place of the Writing

The exact date of the writing of this epistle is uncertain. Based on the similarities between this and the
epistles to the Corinthians and to the Romans we can conclude with reasonable certainty that it was written
during the same time period as the others. That would have been between 56 and 58 A.D. We have no way
of determining his location at the time of writing.

The Author

$V VWD WﬂahGanLa@stle (notfr;)m men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father
who raised Him from the dead) « [{Paul was born a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin (Rom. 11:1). He was very
zealous for the traditions of the Jews (Gal. 1:14). In his early years he trained under Gamaliel, one of the
greatest Jewish teachers of the day (Acts 22:3). Though Paul was a Jew he was also born a Roman citizen
(Acts 22:28), which held significant privilege in the Roman world. Among the Jews Paul was a Pharisee, a
sect of Jews that believed in the resurrection (Acts 23:6). He was converted in Acts 9. As a Jew, Paul was
known as Saul. The two names mean the same thing; Saul is Hebrew, Paul is Greek. He became known as
Paul as he began to preach to the Greek (Gentile) nations in Acts 13:9.

7KH IDFW WKDW 3DX@ DWW OMR R WVIHURIPDRHQ QRU WKUR
is of some significance. That Paul was chosen by Jesus Christ as an apostle to the Gentiles can be seen in
Acts 9 and 22. He describes K L PV bhd@okn Bi\6f due timH 1 L Q &RU KDYLQJ EHHQ
to see the resurrected Jesus. To witness Christ after His resurrection was a necessary requirement of the
apostles, for they were the ambassadors sent from His presence to bear witness of His resurrection to all the
world (Acts 1:8). In order for this to be possible it was necessary for them to see Jesus resurrected with
their own eyes. Paul was the last to fulfill this requirement as Christ appeared to him on the road to
Damascus in Acts 9. He was chosen by Christ Himself to bear witness of Him to the Gentiles  Go, for he is a
chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show him how many
things he must suffer for My name's sake |~ $ F W1¥).

As an apostle, chosen by Jesus, we know that the words revealed in this epistle are inspired of God. The
authenticity of his apostleship has been thoroughly established by evidence which Paul sets forth in this
letter, as he does in some other letters as well I have become a fool in boasting; you have compelled me. For I
ought to have been commended by you; for in nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, though I am nothing.
Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds |1

(2 Cor. 12:11- 7TKXV DV KH UH P L QfGnhdothM¥sthilel&oReld pr&hWV oK shiddu&d V ’
let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord [A Cor. 14:37).

For these reasons we study the epistle to the Galatians as it is the inspired word of God.




Introduction

[ esson One

Galatians 1:1-10

1. In this section Paul gives his greeting which is customary in all of his epistles.

2. He then introduces his reason for writing this epistle 3 his concern that the Galatians were being

deceived by a different gospel.

Discussion

L. 3DXO-V *UHHWLQJ
A. 3DXO-V DSRMW®OKHMKLS DQG D

1.

Not from men nor throughmanp  +H Z RBpéinfQd\Whe Buthority of men to the
apostleship of Jesus Christ. If Paul were merely appointed by men then he would have no
authority in the kingdom as an apostle. The word apostle means ambassador, one sent out
from the presence of another. The apostles were ambassadors for Christ, sent out from His
presence to bear witness of His resurrection to all the world (Acts 1:8). But if Paul were
appointed by men then he would have no authority because he would not have come from
the presence of Jesus Christ 3 he would have been an impostor. Some were claming this to
be true in an attempt to turn the Galatians away from the gospel which Paul preached to
them. We know for a fact, however, that Paul was a true apostle, set apart by Christ.

but through Jesus Christ and God the Father p = 3 D X Qod Aflthér€ulrtd¢tM Jesus
in Acts 9. He was sent by Jesus personally to preach the gospel. Jesus said to those whom
He sent He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects
Him who sent Me l [ X N'H ame altKokity wM given to Paul, for he was sent by
Jesus to be His apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 26:16-19). Therefore Paul had authority to
command the things written in this epistle (1 Thess. 4:8).

who raised Him from the deadp % HFDXVH RI WKH IDOVH GRFWULC
this letter it is necessary to emphasize the source of our salvation and the source of the
power unto salvation. The gRVSHO LV *RG:-V SRZHU XQWR VDOYDYV
which we are saved by Jesus Christ who died and whom God raised from the dead.
Therefore it is to Him alone that we owe our lives (Gal. 2:20). He is the One with all
authority.

B. 3DXO-V JURHWLQJ YV

1.

And all the brethren who are withmep 3D XO ZDV RIWhH@Qpbidf RPSDQL
They often shared in struggles and in concerns for the Christians that they ministered to in

the word of God (1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Cor. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1; et. al).

Grace to you and peace from God the Fatherp 7KLYV ZDV D JH@RPHU DO JUHI
XVHG LQ KLV HSLWWOB VG HYUD R HijRvdtl [\SH dpdA/ Rh G -V JRRC
Indeed, this should be the desire of all Christians for one another. We know that when we

KROG WR WKH oW WXr¥hkn fRthfuf R GimY HK grace will be upon us.

" 3 H D F bhtinohids flationship or quietness. This is a condition that can only come

from God and be attained by those who seek such peace in the unity of the Spirit by

agreeing in all things according to the word of God (1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:2, 3).




and our Lord Jesus Christpy 7KRXJK WKHUH EH WXUPRLO DQG SH
shows us that we can have a sense of peace through our relationship with God. "-HVXV KDG D

peace and quite of soul arising from his union with God and his trust and confidence in him that nothing

could disturb (Lipscomb, pg. 187). He gives us this peace as well (John 14:27).

C. The glorification of the Father and Son (vs. 4-5).

1.

Who gave Himself for our sins pPaul reminds us of the source of our salvation. Jesus is

the one who died for us, therefore it is to Him that we owe our lives (2 Cor. 5:14-15; Gal.

2:20).

that He might deliver us from this present evilagep :H Z H U bbnd$ddadd U

because we walked according to our own desires and according to the wisdom of this

world. It is from those things that Jesus rescues us. He delivers us from the wrath that is

coming upon sin (1 Thess. 1:10). He delivers us from the ignorance that is in the world

(Eph. 4:18). He delivers us from the consequences of living sinful lives.

according to the will of our God and Fatherp 7KH SODQ RI VDOYDWLRQ
once for all delivered to the saints was accomplished according to the eternal will of God

(Eph. 3:9- KDW ZH KDYH LQ & KehdibnViMe the Beinninddivs *RG -V L
according to His will that Jesus was sent to us and Paul was sent by Jesus. We have no

power, no authority, and therefore no right to change even one word of the gospel.

Rather, we must seek to do all things according to the will of the Father, just as Jesus did

when He was on the earth.

to whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen Because of who They are (Deity) and

all that They have done, TKH\ DUH ZRUW veRahd DO @ TIORWINZH P XV W

always remember to whom the glory is due!

II. Only One Gospel: 1:6-10
A. Turning away to a different gospel (vs. 6-7a.).

1.

1 marvel that you are turning away so soong 1RW ORQJ DIWHU 3DXO KI
gospel to the Galatians, false prophets began deceiving them. Paul was amazed at how
quickly they were willing to trade in the truth for a lie; that they were willing to follow
these new doctrines when they clearly contradicted the doctrine which Paul had delivered

to them in the beginning, by which they had also been saved.

to a differentgospel p " *RVSHO U O kkd DRAB\*PHBIQQVZRUG IRU "G
LV GHILQHG "'DOWHUHG HOVH QH[W RaWWbkitd U VW UL
preached to them promised some sort of news, but it was not the good news of Christ. It was

in fact different from the gospel that Jesus established on the cross, and therefore different

than the gospel that Paul had preached to them.

which is notanotherp 7KH *UHHN acbReb) Q. VRGHTLQHG "DQRWKHU ¢
i.e., similar, the same. It was NOT a similar gospel. It was NOT another gospel of the

same nature as the one Paul preached. To illustrate what Paul is saying, if someone is

cooking with chicken eggs and says, Hand me another egg, 4 WKH\ DUH DVNLQJ IRU
to those already being used. To preach this different gospel would be like handing the

person a Cadbury egg instead of a chicken egg. The Cadbury egg resembles an egg, but it is

not another egg. It will not work. Such was the gospel of the false teachers. It was a fake;

completely different gospel from the one true gospel.




B. Condemnation on anyone who would preach a different gospel (Vs. 7b.-10).

1.

But there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ piPaul

was quick to show that the perverted nature of this different gospel could only bring

condemnation on those who preached it and upon those who believed it. He describes

those that preach such falsehood as troubling the churches. McGarvey points out that the

word trouble has the for FH RI "UHYROXWLRQL]H p 7KLV LV VLPLO
subvert whole households 7 K L \éffdctVals\\H#trne has on the church. “7KHUH LV

not a separate gospel suited to the prejudices or so- F D OOHG WDV WH Vnatibh | THRBiEFK VHFW F

but one gospel, and hence all church divisions result from perversions of that gospel, and all such

VHFHVVLRQV RU UHYROXWLRQDU\ GLYLVLRQV DUH EXW WK
simplicity and purity that is toward Chri VM2 Cor. 11:3 g O F* Dpld X569.\

But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what

we have preached to you piThe gospel as Paul had preached it was complete, whole,

perfect, absolute. Should one pervert the gospel by changing any of the truths revealed in

it, any of the doctrines established by it, or by adding to or removing any of the commands

delivered in it, their gospel would be of no effect and that person would be accursed. It

does not matter from whom we receive our gospel, whether by angel or by men, if it is not

exactly the same as the one revealed in the Scriptures it is a curse upon those who obey it

and/ or teach it.

let him be accursedp 7KH .-9 UHQ&HUIM WKIPHDQV “"GHYRYV
GHV WU XFWILIRK pond@rndQdr from God upon any who attempt to alter His

word (Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:5-6; 2 John 9; Rev. 22:18-19). The point of this statement

must be so clearly understood that the Holy Spirit saw fit to repeat it. Do we get the point?

C. Paul will not bend for the sake of pleasing men (Vs. 10).

1.

For do | now persuade men, or God? Or do | seek to please men?p 6 RPH RI 3DXO-
enemies had accused him of being a men-pleaser 7K RXJK 3 D X Obe @ikhags M WULYH
all men [ &RU KH GLG VR VROHO\ WR VKRZ EURWK
of the Lord and to sway men over to the will of God. But not once did he alter the doctrine

that he preached. He preached the exact same thing to every church and every person (1

Cor. 4:17). No matter how unpleasant the truth of God was to men, no matter how much

it may have offended them, Paul preached it exactly as he received it from God (Acts

20:27).

For if I still please men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ pt 7KRXJK 3DXO
pleased men before his conversion, he had since become a bondservant of Christ.

Therefore his life was given to serve Christ in all things. But if he changed his doctrine in

order to SOHDVH PHQ RU LI KH VRXJKW WR JDLQ WKH JF
Christ would have no longer been his master. For we can only serve one master.

Whomever we please is our master, whether Christ or man. From his statements in verses

6-9 we are able to see that pleasing men was not a concern of Paul. From here Paul will go

on to prove that his loyalties rest with Christ alone.




Questions

Lesson One

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1.

10.

11.

12.

From whom did Paul receive his apostleship?

When 3DXOGerDo\)Vuan,dpeace M ZKDW GRHV KH PHDQ"

Why did Jesus give Himself for our sins?

How many gospels are there?

:KHQ 3D X @ferstl)dspkh which is not another 4 ZKDW ZDV KH WDONLQJ DERXW"

What are false teachers doing when they teach something other than what God revealed?

If an angel reveals something to us that is not in the scripture or contradicts the scriptures, should we
listen to him because he is an angel? Explain.

What happens to people who preach a different gospel?

WhDW @&y PHDQ"

From his statements thus far in his epistle, how can we know that Paul is not seeking to please men?

Who should we serve? Why?

What happens when we alter our message in order to please other people? Is God pleased?
Why/ why not?




Introduction
1.
2.

3.

[ esson Two

Galatians 1:11-24

Some false teachers had brought into question the apostleship of Paul and the validity of his gospel.
-XVW DV PDQ\ LQ *D O D WdffdeniZydspdd|H Y M¥ete@ele Ksblisbh(s wi fRRer?V KH -~

believing the lies that were being spread concerning Paul.

Therefore Paul reminds the Galatians that he is an apostle and that his gospel and his instructions in this

letter come from God.

Discussion

I.

7KH

'LYLQH 2ULJLQ RI 3IDXO:-V *RVSHO

A. Paul did not receive it from man (vs. 11).

B.

1.

But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by mep , Q
order to help them to understand the reason for his severity in vs. 8-9 Paul shows them the
origin of his gospel. When we know its true source then perhaps we will have a better
respect for its unchangeable nature.

is not according to manp  ,1 LW ZHUH RI PHQ WKHQ WKHUH ZR
FKDQJLQJ LW D OLWWOH KHUH RU WKHUH MXW LW L
2:13). It is not something that Paul made up; therefore it is not something that he or any
man can change.
This instruction is needful for today, for many preach the gospel as if it were a matter of
opinion and the Bible the work of men. Thus, they see no problem with changing one or
two things. Understanding the origins of the gospel will help us to abide in its doctrine
without deviation. "6 LQFH WKH JRVSHO ZDV QRW FRPSRVHG WR VXL
true to his call were he to try bendingittosui W PDQ LQ RUGHU WR ZLQ KLV IULHQG
pg. 72).

He received it by the revelation of Jesus Christ (vs. 12).

1.

For I neither received it from man, nor was | taught itp 7KLV LV LPtSRUWDQV
understand. Had Paul received the gospel in the same manner as men today (by being

taught by someone else) then he would have been in no position to be an apostle. The

apostles were eye witnesses of Christ. Their task was to bear witness of Him to the world

(Acts 1:8). In order to do this it was necessary for them to have seen the resurrected Christ

with their own eyes and receive their doctrine directly from Him. All of the other apostles

fulfilled this, being taught by Jesus while He was on the earth before and after His

resurrection. But Paul did not become a disciple until after -HV XV - ILQDO DVFHQVLF
Nevertheless, Christ appeared to him on the road to Damascus in Acts 9. But where did

Paul learn the gospel? If he received it from men then he would have been no different than

Christians today, but if he received it from Christ then he would have been a true apostle.

He says here that he DID NOT receive itfrom PHQ 5DWKHU «

but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christp”"+H UHFHLYHG DQG ZDV WDX

communication of tKH PLQG RI *RG WKUR XahK, ngMSXVRe&]KtMILMWU /ILSV

GHILQHG "$Q XQFRYHULQJH 9LQHV W LV D GLVEFC

received things directly from Jesus which he previously did not know. This means that his




gospel came from the same source as that of the other apostles ® from Jesus Himself.
Therefore Paul had all the qualifications of a true apostle and bore in his words the
authority given by God. For that reason, whether we are reading the gospels, the epistles
of Paul, or the epistles of Peter, they all carry the exact same authority for they are all the
words of God (1 Cor. 14:37; 2 Pet. 3:15-16).

II. Paul Separated as an Apostle by the Will of God (1:13-16)
A. 3DXO:V FRQGXFW LQ -XGDLMA EHIRUH KLV FRQYHUVLRQ

1.

For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaismp 3 DXO KDG EHHQ NQR
churches as, He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy |

(Gal. 2:23; cf. Acts 9:21). It would seem that his history had also been related to the

Galatians, either by him or by someone else.

How I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy itp )R U

more background on this read Acts 7:57-8:4; 9:1-30; 22:3-11; 26:4-18. Paul was

exceedingly violent against the church and against the name of Christ before his

conversion. Therefore the gospel that he preached to the Galatians was not learned in his

early life and he certainly did not make it up. For in all things he was contrary to Christ.

And | advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation,

being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers pHe is referring, not

so much to his faith, as his zeal for the traditions and practices of the Jews which was in part

responsible for his il HQFH DJDLQVW WKH FKXUFK %HFDXVH |
traditions of the Jews he could not have come up with the gospel which he preached to the

Galatians. He was more zealous for Jewish tradition than any of his contemporaries; he was

head of the class, so to speak. The gospel was the very thing that his zeal was directed

against. It was not possible that he would have made it up or that it could have originated

from him.

B. The manner Rl 3DXO-V VHSDUDWiIeRQ WR WKH JRVSHO

1.

Butwhenitpl HDVHG *RG ZKR VHSDUDWHGUPHRGRNPQPYZ PRV
3DXO:V JHDO IRU GRLQJ ZKD\WfirKe th\W ¥hReXhd KW/ ZDV U |
SHUVHFXWLQJ WK H! ghokKedhddelrdyt KSIFB/IVG LW IBXFK JHDO Z
the right direction, is very useful to God. 7KHUHIRUH IlUR®d BadD XO -V EL
determined to use Paul in His service. There are several instances in the Scriptures where

this was the case (Samson, Judges 13:1-5; Jeremiah, Jer. 1:5; and John the Baptist, Luke

1:13-17).

and called me through His gracepy "&DOOHWR BBXHOUVHERQ YHUVLR
approached by Jesus on his way to Damascus and shown that what he was doing was

wrong. While in Damascus Paul repented of his sins and obeyed the gospel by being

baptized. As se HQ  3fBrXe©OcoMduct was in every way contrary to the gospel. There

ZDV QRWKLQJ KH FRXOG KDYH GRQH WR UHFRPSHQV
grace Paul was given the opportunity to repent and to turn to the true service of God.

to reveal His Son in me, that | might preach Him among the Gentiles i That Paul

might bear witness of Christ and ultimately that he might reveal Christ to the Gentiles

through his words, through the signs done by the power of the Holy Spirit, and through

His conduct.




C. Paul did not confer with flesh and blood (vs. 16 b).

1. This section further supports the fact that Paul did not receive his gospel from men. The
revelation of Christ was the only possible source for his knowledge in the gospel.

2. 1did not immediately confer with flesh and blood pAfter his conversion, Paul did not
immediately go where he could learn more about the gospel from men. He did not seek
council from his former friends orhis QHZ EUHWKUHQ $V InhmedldttyD G L Q $
he preached Christ in the synagogues 41 3DXO -V JRVSHO ZDV JLYHQ WR KL
would have needed time to learn it from them. However, he has shown that his only
interest before his conversion was in destroying the gospel. Immediately after his
conversion he preached the gospel. There was no time to learn it from men before he
began preaching. It must have come by revelation.

II1. 3DXO-V 5HODWLRQVKLS WR-2¥%.KH 2WKHU $SRVWOHYV
A. Paul did not meet the other apostles after his conversion (vs. 17).

1. Nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles beforemey 3 DX QOedZDV FDO!
appointed, and taught by Jesus Christ. For that reason he did not need the approval or
instruction of the other apostles (though he still taught the same gospel as they did). As an
apostle, the revelation of Christ was the source of his gospel and there was no need for him
to be taught by men. Therefore there was no need for him to go up to Jerusalem.

2. But I went to Arabia, and returned to Damascusp 5DWKHU WKDQ JRLQJ W]
went into Arabia (the exact location of which is uncertain). His activities there and the
duration of his stay are not given. Some have speculated that Paul went into Arabia to
meditate on the gospel which Christ had revealed to him. But this theory is without
foundation. His purpose for providing this information was to prove that he had no need to
go where the other apostles were, for he was sufficiently taught by the revelation of Jesus
Christ. From Arabia he returned to Damascus. This journey must have occurred sometime
between Acts 9:19 and 24.

B. After three years he went to Jerusalem (vs. 18-19).

1. Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him
fifteen days. p ORVW OLNHO\ WKUHH \HDUV3-B W lat KLV FRQ
after many days i WKH -HZV SORWWHG WR NLOO 3DXO WKXV |
Jerusalem.

2. "% XW , VDZ QRQH RI WKH RWKHU DSRVMWOM\WL H [LIPH SWR
show the brevity of his stay in Jerusalem (only fifteen days). His purpose in Jerusalem was
not to learn, but to preach. In Acts 9:29 we see him preaching to the Hellenists (Greeks).
His reason for leaving is also revealed in that passage, for Hellenists also plotted to kill him.

3. During that time the 0QO\ DSRVWOH KH PHW ZDV 3HWHU -DF
mentioned here and is described as an apostle. Though he was not properly an apostle (was
not called by Jesus specifically to the office), he did have many of the same credentials as
the apostles, being a witness of Christ. Again, there was not enough time in this short
period for Paul to gain anything further concerning his gospel from the other apostles, thus
more firmly establishing his independence of them.

C. Paul traveled to the regions of Syria and Cilicia (vs. 20-24).
1. Now concerning the things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do not lie n
Paul wanted them to clearly understand that his accounts of his conversion, the revelation

10



he received from Jesus, and his travels were the absolute truth. It was important that the
Galatians understood the truth of these facts. These things provide proof of his apostleship,
and therefore his authority as a spokesman for God.

Afterward | went into the regions of Syria and Ciliciapp 6 HH WhrkpddesPabdSi V
of the appendix. In Acts 9:30 we are told that when the brethren in Jerusalem found out
about the plot to kill Paul they secretly sent him to Caesarea then on to Tarsus, which is
located in the NW Corner of Cilicia. Later, Barnabas found Paul at Tarsus and the two of
them went down to Antioch, which is the chief city in the region of Syria (Acts 11:25-26).

And | was unknown by face to the churches of Judea which were in Christp - XGHD
was the region around Jerusalem and to the SW of the Dead Sea (see the map on page ii of
the appendix). Judea and Samaria were the first two regions to have the gospel preach
throughout (Acts 1:8). 3D X0V SXUSRVH KHUH LV WR IXUWKHU H\
brethren. Being among the first to receive the gospel, they would have been the most
knowledgeable and experience in it. But he did not learn the gospel from them.

% XW WKH\ ZHUH KHDULQJ RQO\ 9fY+H ZKR IRUPHUO\ S
which he once tried todestroy - g 7 KH F Kuddd indvHtavl ohl{be reputation. He

had not gone to them to learn his gospel. He had not gone to them to validate his

apostleship.

And they glorified God inmep 7KH\ JORULILHG *RG WKDW 3DXO Z
them and that he was in fact helping the spread of the gospel. Though they had never seen

him and had no part in his conversion, they had heard of the work that he was doing and

showed approval of it. For he preached the same thing that they did, though he never

learned his gospel from men.
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Questions

Lesson Two
Provide scriptural references where possible.
1. What did Paul make known to the brethren in Galatia? Why?
2. What was the source of the gospel preached by Paul? Why is it important for us to know this?
3. '"HVFULEH 3DXO -¥chRépo XFW EHIRUH K
4. How did Paul compare to his Jewish contemporaries?
5. :KDW ZzDV 3DXO:-V SXUSRVH IRU SURY Ltodq@dioWKH LQIRUPDWL
6. Who chose Paul to be an apostle?
7. When was he chosen? Explain.
8. What did Paul mean when he said that K Hdid hot immediately confer with flesh and blood |1 "
9. Where did Paul go shortly after his conversion? Where did he go after that?
10. How long after his conversion was it before Paul went to Jerusalem? Who did he meet there?
11. Where did Paul go from Jerusalem?
12. What major cities did Paul visit in the regions of Cilicia and Syria?

13. During his travels, how much time did Paul spend with the other apostles? Explain why this is
important to the point of his discussion.

12



[esson Three

Galadans 2:1-10

Introduction

1.

Having shown that the gospel and his apostleship were from Christ and not men, Paul now shows that
he was received as an equal by the other apostles (2:9).

2. Paul proves his authority and stability in the gospel by showing that he will not alter that gospel for any
man.

Discussion

I. Paul Travels to Jerusalem with Barnabas (2:1-5).

A. Paul preached for fourteen years before meeting the other apostles (vs. 1).

1. Then after fourteen years yWe can safely assume that this is from the same point as the
three year period mentioned in 1:18% 3DXO -V FRQYHUVLRQ 7KLV FRYHL
in Acts 9 through 15. During this time Paul and Barnabas had gone on their first missionary
journey and returned to Antioch, which was their base of operation (Acts 13:1-4; 14:26-
28). It was during these travels that Paul and Barnabas established the churches in Galatia.

2. 1 went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me uWhile
3DXO DQG %DUQDEDV ZHUH LQ $RQiMhknRamneKionbd A HU W KH
-XGHD DQG WDXJKW WKH EUHWKUHQ 9Y8QOHVV \RX C
cannot be saved - S FWV 7KH HUURU RdenWddkMowo®R® FWULQH
Paul, for he had been refuting this teaching while still in Antioch. But that the matter might
be settled by all the apostles Paul was sent to Jerusalem (Acts 15:2-6). Titus was a young
man who had become a traveling partner and fellow worker with Paul. He is mentioned in

2 Cor. 7, 8, 12, here in Galatians, and Paul addressed one of his letters to him. The fact
WKDW 7LWXV ZDV D *HQWLOH LV LPSRUWDQW WR 3DX

B. Traveling to Jerusalem (vs. 1-2; Acts 15).

1. And I went up by revelationp $V DQ DSRVWOH VHQW RXW E\ WK
there were several occasions where Paul was directed in this manner (Acts 16:7). It is
evident throughout the New Testament that this type of guidance from the Holy Spirit was
restricted to the apostles and prophets as they fulfilled their role in revealing the word of
God.

2. and communicated to them that gospel which I preached among the Gentilesp , Q
Acts 15:3-4 Paul and his companions are recorded as relating all that had happened in their
first missionary journey to the churches at Phoenicia, Samaria, and finally at Jerusalem.
This would have been the first encounter Paul had with all of the other apostles at once. It
is important to note that throughout his preaching Paul did not command one Gentile to be
circumcised, yet all of the apostles and elders in Jerusalem rejoiced over their conversion.
Throughout this section Paul will continue to prove the validity of his apostleship while
beginning his arguments against the Judaizing teachers.

3. but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had
run,invainp 7KLV UHIHUV WR VRPH RI WKH DSRVWOHV D

among the church. It was a wise step to bring this matter to such men privately. This
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would give him opportunity to explain the matter thoroughly to them and to give them
time to think on it before entering the counsel. "3DX0O ZLVHO\ FRQVXOWHG ZLWK

(Acts 15:4) before entering the council, lest, through some misunderstanding, he might encounter their

opposition, and so have his work destroyed, for he recognized that if his labors were discountenanced at
the fountain-head, all that he had done would be in vain. According to his characteristic use of
metaphors, he describes KLV ODERUV XQGHU WKH | LJX,Lﬂ)gﬂZRﬂ WKMKUHHFLD

Jews were to continue in this perverted teaching concerning the Gospel, it would have upset the work

R1 3DXO DPRQJ WKHPp =HUU §SJ

C. Paul and Titus encounter Judaizing teachers (2:3-5).

1.

Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be

circumcisedp 7LWXV ZDV D *UHHN EHLQJ RI WKH *HQWLOF}
circumcision had been brought before the Jerusalem counsel. If circumcision had been

necessary for salvation then Titus would have been compelled to be circumcised. But he

ZDVQ-W ,I| FLUFXPFLVLRQ ZDV SURILWDEOH IRU VDO
would have been the time to establish that. But the conclusion of that counsel was the

circumcision was not necessary. That Titus came from their not being circumcised was

evidence of that.

And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in pWhy would Titus

have been compelled to be circumcised in the first place? Because of these false brethren

trying to convince Christians to keep the Law of Moses. Possibly Jews pretending to be

Christians 3 to learn of their doctrines in order to seck a way to refute them and turn

people away from the faith.

Wwho came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesusp 7KHVH
-HZV LQ GLVJXLVH ZHUH VS\LQJ RQ WKH FKXUFK DV :
something of the freedom Christians have in Christ.

that they might bring us into bondage i efd<esire was to find some way by which

they could bring Christians back under the bondage of the Law of Moses.

to whom we did not yield submission even for an hourp <HW HYHQ LQ WKH S
this counsel Titus was not compelled to be circumcised and the true liberty of the gospel

was preserved. Through this account Paul showed that his gospel did not change, even

while under pressure from these false teachers. In its conclusion the counsel also

established the same truth that Paul had been preaching all along. However, as Paul will

point out later in his letter, the Christians in Galatia had not been so consistent in their

faith.

that the truth of the gospel might continue withyoup 3DXO ZDV YLFWRULR.
false teachers. His labor in preaching the gospel was not in vain. Because he, Titus, and the

other apostles resisted the false teachers, the Galatians were able continue in the freedom

that they had in Christ. It is important to note that it was this freedom, which Paul and the

other apostles had defended, that the Galatians were now giving up by listening to false

teachers.

II. Paul and His Apostleship Received by the Other Apostles (2:6-10).
A. Those who seemed to be something added nothing to Paul (vs. 6).

1.

But from those who seem to be something 3 whoever they arep 7KHVH PD\ EH W

same people of reputation as in 2:2. They seemed to be something in the minds of other
men; i.e. have high reputations. It is a tendency of men (even Christians) to exalt other

14



men like the apostles higher than they ought to (1 Cor. 1:12; 3:4-7). In the world and

DPRQJ WKRVH ZKR DUH ZRUOGO\ PLQGHG WKH EHVW
introduced to other men of high reputation. If Paul desired to be validated as an apostle,

the Jerusalem conference would have been the best place to do it. He would have been in

WKH SUHVHQFH RI WKH DSRVWOHY DQG HOGHUV WKH

it makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritismtonomanp 7KH SRVLWLF
and reputation of men make no difference to Paul as to his apostleship or service to God.

Neither their opinion of him nor their validation of his apostleship affected anything, for he

was appointed by God and not men and did not need the approval of men. God is not a

respecter of persons (Acts 10:34; Rom. 2:11), therefore God did not need Paul to be

approved by men in order to use him in His service.

for those who seem to be something added nothingtomepy +HUH 3DXO EHJLQV \
the question as to his relationship to the other apostles. Was he the same as them or was he

D "OHVVHUY sys D& fReY A& hbthing to his authority or to his knowledge and

understanding of the gospel. Paul shows here that “+H ZDV KLPVHOI D SLOODU RI H
to the other apostles], and no more to be measure G E\ WKHP WKDQ WKMY.E\ KLPu OF*D

B. Paul was appointed to the Gentiles as Peter was to the Jews (Vs. 7-8).

1.

2.

Buton the contraryp &RQWUDU\ WR W K HleWrkRste ddd WeedMd K DW 3 D)
the approval of the other apostles.

Wwhen they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as

the gospel for the circumcised was to Peterp ,\W ZDV FOHDU WR WKH RWK
ZDV LQ HYHU\ ZD\ HTXDO WR WKHP 7TKH "XQFLUFX
"F LUF X Pferk v tHeGepts. Badstd on all that Paul had related to the other apostles

concerning his conversion of the Gentiles, they were able to see that he had indeed been

appointed by God to be an apostle to the Gentiles. They recognized that even though he

did not receive his gospel from them, he preached the same thing as they did. His witness

of the resurrection and appointment by Christ also made him equal. Thus they were able to

see that just as Peter led the way in the conversion of the Jews beginning in Acts 2:14, so

Paul was leading the way in the conversion of the Gentiles.

for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also

worked effectively in me toward the Gentilespy 7KHLU DSRVWOHVKLS ZDV
Christ to men. God was the One who worked effectively in Peter to bear witness of Christ

to the Jews. We see the Holy Spirit being poured out in Acts 2:1-4, the boldness and

wisdom given Peter and the others by the Holy Spirit in Acts 3-6, God working through

Peterto WDNH WKH JRVSHO WR &RUQHOLXV LQ $FWYV
execution God enabled Peter to escape from prison with the help of an angel in Acts 12.

All the while Peter was performing signs and wonders, even raising Tabitha from the dead

(Acts 9:36ft). All this was done to further the spread of the gospel among the Jews. Thus

God worked effectively in Peer | ,Q WKH ERRN RI $FWV EHJLQQLQJ I
evident that just as God worked effectively in Peter He also worked effectively in Paul as

KH SUHDFKHG WR WKH *HQWLOHV 7KH PLUDFOHV ZKk
stamp of approval that their gospel was from Him. Thus, God, through the signs which He

had done through Paul and the work which Paul had accomplished by that power, showed

all men that he was the apostle to the Gentiles (read Heb. 2:4).
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C. James, Cephas, and John give Paul the right hand of fellowship (vs. 9-10).

1.

And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillarsp 3LOODUV UHSU
strength and support. When this figure is applied to men it refers to the strength and
support they supply to an organization. James, Cephas (Peter), and John were leaders and

as such, they seemed to be pillars in the church.
perceived the grace that had been giventomepy 7R SHUFHLYH LV "WR NQR.

RU REVHUYDWLRQu 9LQH-V 7TKHVH PHQ E\ REVHUYI
3DbXO0O XQGHUVWRRG WKDW KH zZzDV WKH VDPH DV WKI
given to him because this office was not something that he could have earned or attained by

his own power. Rather, it was given by God, granted to Paul despite his previous sins

against the name of Christ.

They gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the

Gentiles and they to the circumcisedp 6 HHLQJ WKDW KH KDG EHHQ DS
they had been, they gave him the right hand of fellowship. This fellowship is a working

together. These pillars agreed that they would continue to preach among the Jews, being in

fellowship with Paul as he preached among the Gentiles. They gave the right hand of

fellowship because, even though there work was being done in two different spheres, the

gospel that they preached was exactly the same. ~) HO O RZ V K L SrjtelGiddsWipU LEHG W
they worked together as servants of God toward a common goal. This is a great testimony

toward the apostleship of Paul, not because he needed the approval of these men, but

EHFDXVH WKHVH "SLOODUVY ZHURQHG SV H\G DMK
7TKXV E\ FROQOWLQXLQJ WR TXHVWLRQ 3DXO:V DSRVW
themselves fighting against Paul, but also against the other apostles, and therefore against

God EHFDXVH WKH DSRVWOHVm i OORZVKLS ZDV ZLWK -
They desired only that we should remember thepoorp 7KRXJK 3DXO DQG % DU
set for the preaching of the gospel in other regions, the apostles and elders in Jerusalem

requested that they not forget the poor Christians in Judea. Their poverty may have been

from natural disaster or persecution. There had been a famine in that area once before,

during which Paul delivered aid from the saints in Antioch to the saints in Judea according

to Acts 11:27-30. Paul also makes mention of caring for needy stain in 1 Cor. 16 and

2 Cor. 8-9.

the very thing which | alsowaseagertodop 3DXO KDG VXFK D ORYH IRL
he did not need to be asked to remember the poor. He was eager to help in any way

possible and encourage those to whom he preached to do the same. Such completes the

unity and harmony between him and the other apostless. +H KDG "D VLQFHUH OF
EUHWKUHQu DV DOO &KULVWLDQV VKRXOG KDYH 3H
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Questions
Lesson Three

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

HowmDQ\ \HDUV KDG SDVVHG DIWHU 3DXO:-V FRQYHUVLRQ EHI
Peter)? Why is this important?

In Acts 15:1- ZKDW ZDV 3DXO:V UHVSRQVH WR WKRVH ZKR WDXJI

salvation?

Why did Paul go to Jerusalem from Antioch? Who sent him?

Who accompanied him to Jerusalem?

What did Paul do when he first arrived at Jerusalem? Why?

Who tried to compel Titus to be circumcised?

What was their purpose for associating with the Christians at Jerusalem?
Whatdid P D X O P HrlyQ ido\bondage b1 "

What was the response of Paul and Titus toward these men?

How did this benefit the Galatians?

What was the response of the other apostles to the apostleship of Paul?
'LG WKHLU RSLQLRQ DIIH FPMpoktl€hif? Qplid. D\ 3DXO -V DXWKRULW\
Why were the other apostles so willing to accept Paul?

:KDW GRHV "ULJKW KDQG RI IHOORZVKLSu PHDQ"

What request did James, Cephas, and John make of Paul and Barnabas? How did Paul respond?
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[ esson Four

Galatians 2:11-271

Introduction
1. In this section Paul gives an account in which he rebukes Peter for hypocrisy.
2. 3DXO -V UHYV SIRpMsiseMERhr3etpifpdde) - V
a. It showed that Paul was in no way inferior to Peter as an apostle. This will bring his discussion on
this matter to a close.
b. Paul makes his first point concerning hypocrisy and the futility of Christians keeping the Law of
Moses.
c. It provides an introduction for Paul to begin his discussion on the relationship between the Law,
Christ, and Christians.

Discussion
I. Peter and Others Caught Up in Hypocrisy (2:11-13).
A. SBHWHU: -V K\SRFULV\ YV

1. Now, when Peter had come to Antiochpy 6 RPHWLPH DIWHU WKH -HUXVI
not know how long, possibly sometime between Acts 15:30 and 36) Peter traveled up to
Antioch where Paul and Barnabas were.

2. 1 withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamedp :KLOH 3HWHU ZDV LC
Paul saw it necessary to rebuke him to his face. Peter had actually been the cause for the
hypocrisy that was taking place among the Jewish Christians in Antioch.

3. For before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentilespp -DPHV
who was still in Jerusalem, sent a group of Jewish brethren to Antioch. Before they arrived
Peter would freely associate with his Gentile brethren. This is significant because according
to Jewish tradition it was unlawful for Jews to eat with Gentiles. But in Christ the old law,
and therefore the division between Jews and Gentiles, was abolished. The two had become
one (Eph. 2:14-16). Therefore it was good and right for Peter to eat with his Gentile
brethren and to eat whatever food they put before him.

4. but when they came he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of
the circumcisionp :KHQ WKH RWKHU -HZLVK bt HMKIOHQ DUUL
the Gentiles. He separated himself from the Gentiles, as if following again the customs of
the Jews. This was especially strange as in Acts 10 Peter was the first person to show that
there was no longer a separation between Jews and Gentiles. In Acts 11 he defended this
truth to his fellow Jews and continued to do so during the Jerusalem conference in Acts 15.
But while in Antioch he reverted back to his prejudicial Jewish customs. Why? Because he
feared those who were of the circumcision. Peter played the hypocrite by separating himself
from the Gentiles in order to gain the good opinion of his fellow Jews. He contradicted the

very truth that he had previously defended.

B. Barnabas and others carried away with their hypocrisy (vs. 13).
1. The rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with himp , Q 3DXO VDLG WK
was tobe blamed 4 (YLGHQWO\ KH ZzDV WKH ILUVW RQH WR ZL\

other Jews followed in his example of hypocrisy. The truth about the Gentiles was not a
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new truth. As mentioned before, it was something Peter had learned, taught, and defended

on several occasions. Thus, by playing the hypocrite Peter not only contradicted the very

truth which he had previously defended, but was also influencing others to do the same.

So that even Barnabas was carried away in their hypocrisy i 7 K Ls¥mdhing &f

the power of peer pressure % DUQDEDV KDG EHHQ 3DXO-V FRPSDQ
or so, both converting and associating with Gentiles. He had helped Paul defend the church

against the error of the Judaizing teachers in Acts 15. Yet even he was caught up in

hypocrisy, following Peter and the others in keeping the traditions of the old law.

II. Paul Withstands Peter In The Presence of All (2:14-21).
A. The Jews were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel (vs. 14 a.)

1.

3DXO:-V UHEXNH LQ WKLY VHFWLRQ VKRZV WKDW 3HYV

believe about him among some of the denominations today). It also shows that Paul was in

no way inferior to Peter. His authority as an apostle before God was such that when his

fellow apostles were carried away in sin he was in a position to rebuke them. If Peter
SRVVLEO\ WKH PRUH SURPLQHQW DSRVWOH LQ WK

concerning these things, who were the Galatians to reject his instructions in this letter?

Butwhenlsaw p 7KRXJK %DUQDEDY DQG WKH UHVW RI WK|

SHWHU:-V H[DPSOH 3DXO VDZ WKH WZLMAHG QDWXUH

‘WKDW WKH\ ZHUH QRW VWUDLJKW IRUZDUG DERXW W

LW "WKH\ ZDONHG7ERWNEHA W KKHOW U XWK RI WKH JRV

of the Gentiles. They knew that in Christ there was no separation between Jew and

Gentile. And yet they acted contrary to that knowledge, choosing rather to walk under the

bondage of the old law because they feared men rather than God. When we today know

what the Bible commands and we choose to do the contrary to that, we are following in

this same hypocrisy. When we fear men more than God, seek our own pleasures over the

will of God, or do anything contrary to the truth of the gospel we are to blame just as Peter

was.

B. Paul publicly rebukes Peter; justification by faith, not by the law (vs. 14a-16).

1.

1 said to Peter before themallp 3HWHU -V VLQ ZDV D SXEOLF VLQ

all, but caused others to follow his example. In such cases God says that the rebuke must
also be public. What Paul does here is a good example of how things should be done in
similar situations in the church today (1 Tim. 5:19-20). Thus, Paul rebukes Peter in the

SUHVHQFH RdfrqQn VR WKDW
1f you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you
compel Gentiles to live as Jews?u )URP $FWYV RQzDUG 3HWHU KD
Gentile (no longer seeing the need to follow the customs of the Jews). He was born a Jew,
but no longer lived as a Jew. Yet here, while in Antioch, Peter was compelling Gentiles to
start living like Jews. Paul asked why. If Peter had been freed from such bondage in Christ,
why would he try to put the Gentiles under that bondage for the sake of his Jewish
brethren?

We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentilespu 3 D XP@er DdQ G
grown up knowing the Law of God. They knew about truth and righteousness, purity and
defilement. They understood those things, being trained up by them. But such knowledge
had caused much pride in their hearts. They viewed the Gentiles as being beneath them,
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VHHLQJ WKbM OblHdworl, | DQG KDG QR FRYHQDQW UHO
(Eph. 2:11-12).

knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus

Christp ,Q VSLWH RI WKH L Wnd®&det Kadkonk2 W knbivAhYougictR W K 3 D X C
gospel that they could not be saved by the works of the law. Though they were Jews

seeking zealously the traditions of their fathers, they learned in Christ that none of that

could save them; that only faith in Christ apart from the Law of Moses could bring salvation

(Rom. 3:21-22).

even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ

and not by the works of thelawp 3 DXO DQG 3HWHU KDG HVFDSHG W
Jews. They had seen their need to come to Christ by faith. They had been justified by

Christ and had therefore given up their vain attempts to be justified by the law.

for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justifiedp 4 XRWLQJ IURP 3V
summarizes WKH WUXWK WKDW ERWK KH DQGyahdbfU KDG F
the law no flesh shall be justified. . 7KDW LV QR PDQ FDQ EH VDYHG E\ C
of Moses. Keeping the traditions of the Jews was worthless for salvation and certainly did

not make them righteous.

C. Christ is not a minister of sin (vs. 17).

1.

3.

But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves are found sinnersp 7 KH
Jews viewed themselves as superior to the Gentiles. Yet even they were forced to concede

that they were sinners; that even though they had the law they were in fact equal to the

*H Q WK Hes Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews

DQG *UHHNYV WKDW WKH\ DUH /Bd& hoydyGfiddduV ERPIRU D
3:9, 23).

is Christ therefore a minister of sinkp 3SHWHU DQG WKH UHVW RI WKFE
found to be sinners while under the law; therefore they left the law behind in order to seek
justification in Christ. Yet here, after having left the law behind, they were found trying to

leave Christ behind so that they may once again seek the law. Is Christ a minister of sin? In

His promise to make them righteous, has He in fact made them sinners that they should

turn away from Him in order to pursue the righteousness of the law?

Certainlynottp 2U DV WK forh@ PHO B[SUHVVLRQ RI VWURQJ GH
UHEXWWLQJ DQ XQMXVWLILDEOHpdL@HIHUHQFH IURP KLV WHDF|

D. Building again the thing that we destroyed (vs. 18).

1.

For if I build again those things which | destroyedp ,Q &KULVW WKH ROG
FRQGHPQDWLRQ ZDV GHVWUR\HG B8R @wn the middle 7 KU R X J k
wall of separationl EHWZHHQ -HZ DQG *HRW MO tb(lﬁlK\ZD\/
GHVWUR\HG ZKHQ WKH\ FDPH WRI&KHlVY W ORG WHBHU
made alive in Christ (Rom. 7:4). However, by separating themselves from the Gentiles and

following again the traditions of the law, Peter and the rest of the Jews in Antioch were in

effect rebuilding the very thing that they destroyed when they came to Christ.

1 make myself a transgressorg :KHQ D SHUVRQ ZKR KDV FRPH WR
again, he transgresses against Christ. In Rom. 7 Paul describes it as spiritual adultery. By
VHHNLQJ WKH ODZ WKH\ DOV R rEobvdsRutHked\ehd 22V JU HV VI
law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all L - DPHV
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E.

I have been crucified with Christ (vs. 19-20).

1.

For | through the law died to the law that | might liveto Godp 7KH ODZ ZDV ZK
brought the Jews to Christ. It spoke to them about Christ (John 5:39, 46). It looked
forward to the coming of the Christ. It was according to that law that Jesus was offered up
and His blood shed in order to provide a means of forgiveness. Therefore Paul was able to

V Dhrough the law P % XW E\ G\LQJ RQ WKH FURVV -HVXV IXOII

longer any need for it. Therefore, any Jew who came to Christ for salvation died to that

law 3

was separated and freed from it. Having died to the law they were no longer

condemned by it, their sins were taken away, and they were given new life (Rom. 6:4).

Thus they were made alive to God.

1 have been crucified with Christp  $V D UHVXOW RI WKH DERYH SUL
as having been crucified with Christ. Just as Christ died on the cross, Paul died to the law

and to sin. Having been crucified, made dead to those things, he can no longer have

anything to do with that old life.

itis no longer 1 who live, but Christ livesinmep 6LQFH 3DXO KDG EHHQ Jl
he saw his life as no longer belonging to himself, but to Christ (1 Cor. 6:20; 2 Cor. 5:15).

Paul was so committed to this truth that he determined in all things that he would live sin

such that way that it would be as if it were Christ living in him. He would accomplish the

will of Christ, make the kind of sacrifices Christ would make, and do the works that Christ

would do. Thus it would be as if Christ were living in him.

and the life which I now live in the fleshpy 3 K\WLFDOO\ 3DXO ZDV VWLC(
died to the law and now belonging to Christ, what was he to do with his physical fleshly

body?

1 IK/e by faith in the Son of God, who loved Me and gave Himself formepn 7KH RQO\
answer was to live by faith in the Son of God. Not live according to the law or according to

his own desires. For Paul to live by faith was for him to live in submission to will of Christ.

As he believed Christ was Lord and King so he would live his life by faith in that truth,

making Christ the Lord and King over his life.

If righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain (vs. 21).

1.

1 do not set aside the graceof God u %\ V H H Nohe@ Jryid ko e j@tBed by its

works. By picking up the law, one sets Christ aside along with His salvation. Unlike Peter

DQG WKH UHVW RI WKH - H &Mside3tDg%of ZHaxM1 Q RWR M B HAL QX
seek the law.

For if righteousness comes through the law, Christdied invain p & KULVW GLHG E
WKH ODZ GLG QRW KDYH WKH DELOLW\ WR PDNH PDQ
KDYH EHHQ QHFHVVDU\ 3DXO:V SRLQW WR 3HWHU O
person who turned from Christ in order to seek the things of the law testified by his deeds

that Christ was worthless to him. From this point Paul will turn his rebuke upon the

Galatians in chapter three.
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Questions

Lesson Four

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Where did Peter go?
What did Paul do while Peter was there?

:KDW ZDV 3HWHU -V FKDUDFWHU EKHshRsla’g‘dodWiKgHraBaHthgVHQW E\ -
Explain.

What was his character after they arrived? Was this a good thing or a bad thing? Explain.
What motivated Peter to act like this?
Was anybody else affected by what Peter was doing? Explain.
:KDW GLG 3 D% @reRdrkddiGd frikard about the truth 1"
Why did Paul single Peter out?

Who was present when Paul approached Peter? Why did Paul address Peter while they were present? Why
did he not do it in private?

([SODLQ 3DXO:V PHDQLQJ LQ *DO E
What did the Jews learn about their own spiritual condition and about the law when they came to Christ?

What did PauO P H @FQJLHE }qga'in those things which I destroyed |4 ",V LW SRVVLEOH IRU ZH ZK
to do this same thing? Explain.

Why did Paul say he had been crucified with Christ?

How did Christ live in Paul?

If a person can be justified by doing the works of the law, then what necessary conclusion must we make
concerning Christ according to Gal. 3:217?
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Introduction
1.

[ esson Five
Galatians 3:1-14,

In this section Paul uses the foundation established in the previous chapter to begin his instruction

concerning the futility of following the Law of Moses.

Paul has rebuked Peter for returning to the things of the law and has shown the foolishness of such.

Now he will show the Galatians that they too have been foolish for attempting to goback to the law.

Discussion
3DXO:V &RQFHUQ IRU WKH 6SLULWXD4Q &RQGLWLRQ RI WK
A. The Galatians were bewitched (vs. 1).

I.

1.

Oh foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched youp "% HZLWFKHGu PHDQV WR
IDOVH SUHWHQVHVuY 6WURQDQG VR/RVRLNVKIHDRG EHDLQ
Paul showed the Galatians that they were foolish because they allowed themselves to be
"FKDUPHGu DZD\ IURP WKH OLEHUW\ WKDW LV LQ &K
truth, they still took more interest in the doctrines of false teachers than in the truth of the

gospel.

that you should not obey the truthp 1RWH 7KLV VWDWHPHQW LV C
translations. Jesus said in John 8:32 that the truth can make a person free. One cannot obey

both truth and error and be accepted. Because the Galatians had foolishly heeded the

doctrines of the false teachers they were prevented from obeying the truth.

before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? p

When Paul converted the Galatians KH S U H D F Kéids oW BRm WididR ~ &RU

2:2). "&KULVW KDG EHHQ VR FOHDUO\ DQG IRUFLEO\ SUHDEKI
crucified in their very presence, and before their very eyes; so that they had only to look to him to find

DQ DQWLGRWH WR WKH 6DWDQLF SRLMREQ). ZislvaKwiaDV GHV WL
perplexed Paul. He made sure through his preaching that the Galatians knew full well the

justification that was in Christ. Yet, knowing those truths, the Galatians still followed after

the false teachers.

B. How did they receive the Spirit? (vs. 2).

1.

This only I want to learn fromyou?p 3DXO ZDV IRUFLQJ WKHP WR WL
the manner in which they received the gospel. The purpose of this question was more for
drawing certain truths (which they already knew) to their attention than satisfying his own
curiosity.

Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by the hearing of faith? u
Wherever the apostles preached the gospel the Spirit accompanied them in the working of

PLUDFOHY DQG UHYHDOLQJ RI *RG:V ZRUG ODUN
not preach the works of the law. He taught always in every church that salvation comes by
faith. Those who receive the gospel and the Spirit of God do so based upon their faith in
Christ Jesus, apart from the law. Did they receive the Spirit by doing the works of the law
(being circumcised, keeping food laws and feast days, etc.)? The answer is no. The point

being made by this question is this: If they were made free through the Spirit by faith apart
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from the works of the law, then why would they give up that freedom in order to pursue

the things of the law?

C. They began in the Spirit but were trying to be made perfect in the flesh (vs. 3-4).

1.

Are you so foolishpy 7KH *DODWLDQV ZHUH NQRZQ IRU WKHLLU
the law after receiving justification by faith in Christ shows a level of foolishness that

absolutely confounded Paul.

Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?p  $V 3D XO
ZLOO SRLQW RXW LQ FKDSWHU WKH ODZ ZDV PHDQ\
came that they might grow up to maturity. The Galatians received that maturity in Christ

through the revelation of the Spirit. But if they began in the Spirit, why would they try to

become perfect by reverting back to the childish things of the law "ZLWK LWV IOHVKO\
ULIJKWV DQG®@iRIGHQDQFHV U

Have you suffered so many things invainp  :KLOH 3 D XQOveR Q&GehigR U QD E

the region of Galatia both they and the new converts were under constant persecution by

Jews and idol worshipers (Acts 14:4-6, 19-20, 22). The most constant threat, however,

came from the Jews as they would follow Paul from city to city, turning people against

him, persecuting Christians, and causing riots in the cities. The Galatians had suffered all of

those things with Paul. But if, after they had suffered so many things at the hands of the

Jews, they now turn to the law of the Jews, their suffering would have been pointless.

Have they suffered so many things only to turn to toward that which caused their suffering

in the first place?

ifindeed itwasinvain?p 7KHUH ZDV VWLOO KRSH 3DXO GLG Q
idea that the Galatians were lost to Christ. They still had opportunity to turn back and cast

off the old law so that their suffering would not have been in vain.

II. Justification by Faith (3:5-9).
A. God supplies the Spirit by the hearing of faith (vs. 5).

1.

Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miraclesamongusp *RG ZDV

the One who supplied the Spirit. He sent the Spirit in the name of Jesus (John 14:26). The

Spirit revealed the will of God and accomplished all according to the will of God (1 Cor.

2:10). That Spirit was brought to the Galatians by Paul.

does He do it by the works of the Lawpy 'LG WKH\ UHFHLYH WKH 6SLUL
works of the law of Moses? Did Paul command them to be circumcised before they could

receive the Spirit? Did they have to begin keeping feast days in order to receive the Spirit?

or by the hearing of faith?p 2U GLG WKH\ UHFHLYH WKH 6SLUL
preached by Paul and believing in Jesus Christ as the Son of God? The obvious answer here

is that they received the Spirit by the hearing of faith. Paul is whittling away their

confidence in the law showing that all the good things that they had received were through

faith in Christ and not through the works of the law.

B. Abraham was justified by faith, not by works (vs. 6-7).

1.

“-XVW DV $EUDKDP fEHOLHYHG DQG LW ZD¥HDJHFKRDXRQ W
came to God because of his faith. By faith Abraham left his home and his family and

wandered in a foreign land, fully trusting in the wisdom and power of God. Thus,
$EUDKDP:V IDLWK ZDV DFFRXQWHG WR KLP IRU ULJK)

do with the Law of Moses because the law and not been given at that time.
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Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abrahamp  0/DfGhe
-HzV EHOLHYHG WKH\ ZHUH $EUDKDP:-V VHHG EHFDX\
SHRSOH RI WKH -HZV RQO\ WKRVH ZKR IROORZHG LQ
his children. For only those who manifested the same faith that he did were made righteous
DV K Hif advde Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham i - RK Q - XV W
as the law had nothing to do with making Abraham righteous, it had nothing to do with

making the Jews righteous.

C. God foretold that He would justify nations by faith (vs. 8-9).

1.

And the Scriptures, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faithp 7K H

very nature of the promise given to Abraham in Gen. 18:18 and again in Gen. 22:18 shows

that all nations would be able to receive righteousness the same way Abraham did and that

righteousness would not be limited to the Jews alone.

preached the gospel to Abraham before handp 7KH JRVSHO LV WKH JF
salvation to the whole world. This hope of salvation was preached to Abraham in the

promise that was given because, as mentioned above, it showed that all nations would be

blessed. Christ would e the one to bring about that blessing.

VD\LQJ 9,Q \RX DOO WKHUQDKULINR QD W WIKOGI Q) EVSHOHW ¥%
toAbraKDP L H VDOYDWLRQ WR DOO QDWLRQV 7KHUHI
by faith and not according to the law, so the Gentiles would become children of Abraham

by faith apart from the law. If the Galatians thought they could be made righteous by
NHHSLQJ WKH ODZ WKHQ WKH\ ZHUH QRW $EUDKDP-V
apply to them, and therefore the blessing which came through Christ could not benefit

them.

So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham 1~ $ Wbraham

secured the blessing through faith, all who believe as he did, whether Jews or Gentiles, will be blessed

ZLWK KLPu /LSVFRPWK$NV EOHVVLQJ RQO\ FDPH WR WI
children according to the flesh then not one Gentile could be saved. However, since the

blessing comes to those who are of the faith of Abraham and not the physical lineage of

Abraham, all men can be blessed. But those who seek the law deny this very truth and

therefore nullify the blessing and their own salvation.

II1. Freed From the Curse of the Law (3:10-14).
A. As many are under the works of the law are under a curse (vs. 10).

1.

For as many as are of the works of the lawp 7KRVH ZKR FKRRVH WR O
according to the Law of Moses. It did not matter if one tried to keep the whole law as the

Jews did, if one was circumcised only for the sake of the law, or if one simply wanted to

justify their works by referring to individual parts of the law, they were all under the law.

To seek justification from the law in one thing was to be bound to the law in all things

(James 2:11).

areunderacursep 7KLV FXUVH ZDV WKH FRQGHPQDWLRQ R
the law they were bound to keep the whole law and no longer had access to forgiveness in

Christ. They were cursed because the law could not (and still cannot) make them

righteous, therefore they were stuck with no way of escape since they had forsaken Christ.

Peter described the law as a yoke which the Jews were unable to bear in Acts 15:10.

foritiswrLWWHQ 9Y&XUVHG LV HYHU\RQH ZKR GRHV QRW
are written in the book of the law, to do them. 4 -XVW DV WKH 20G 7HVWZDC
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taught justification by faith, they also taught condemnation upon any who seek justification

rRP WKH &&%incﬂ]ﬁ]efbingswbicbarewritten}J. PHDQV SHUIHFW REHGL
LV MXVW RaQHdve SkddR fQIkhd2: of the glory of Ged i 5 R P TKHUHIRI
3DXO:V SRLQW WR WKH *DODW LhDIQwof X thW thdy V' L1 WK

were choosing to live under an unbearable curse from which nothing could deliver them.

B. The Old Testament taught justification by faith, not by the law (vs. 11-12).

1.

But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evidentp ,W LV FOHDU
no person can be justified by the law. This is a truth that only the hard hearted would be

able to miss (2 Cor. 3:14). Why is this truth so evident? Because the scriptures clearly
VWDWH «

TRU JWKH MXVW VKB Odhd G HYbdkuk X:4l DZWHC IXOO VLIQLILFI
WKLV LV DV LI LW VDLG YWKH ODZ RI ORVHV LV QRW WKH VI
pg. 78). This statement shows justification through faith without any mention of the works

of WKH ODZ WKXV H[FOXGLQJ WKH ZRUNV Rl WKH (
righteousness or salvation.

Yet the law isnot of faithpy -XVWLILFDWLRQ E\ WKH ZRUNV RI WK
are exact opposites; they are mutually exclusive. Where there is one the other cannot be

for the law is not of faith. If one were to be justified by the law there would be no need for

faith in Jesus Christ. All they would have to do is keep every commandment perfectly.

There would be no need for trust or reliance upon God. It is not of faith.

‘EXW YYWKH PDQ ZKR GRHW WKKHP SHIDWRA ZIKYRH ZiRXW IGH
all the commandments of the law would be able to live by fulfilling those commandments.

But he would have to keep them perfectly to avoid the condemnation of the law.

C. Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law (vs. 13-14).

1.

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the lawp "S5HGHHPHGUu PHDQ
EX\«SXUFKDVLQJ DV RI D VODYH«Gbih ¥ HDQFHPN 9
(1 Cor. 6:20). Paul was showing the Galatians just how foolish they were being. Jesus died
on the cross in order to free them from the bondage of the law and of sin and to redeem
them from the curse brought about by their inability to keep that law. Yet the Galatians

were foolishly going back into the very thing from which Jesus died to deliver them.
‘KDYLQJ EHFRPH D FXUVH IRU XV IRU LW LV ZULWWH

WUHH7KH FXUVH KHUH LV GLIITHUHQWtoWeéphQavWVKH F XU
Jesus did not become condemnation of sin for us. Rather, it is a figure in which Moses
GHVFULEHV DQ\RQH Z&R KBQPIV' HRQN D WUHHHV XV EH
accursed by hanging on the cross in His physical punishment so that we might be redeemed

from the spiritual cruse which was brought about by the law.

That the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christp  -HV XV GLHG
that the blessing promised to Abraham could be accessible to men from every nation, not

just the Jews.

that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith p :KHQ D PDQ IUR
any nation puts his faith in the salvation of Christ as Abraham did he will be a child of

Abraham being made righteous on account of his faith. For Jesus has delivered us out from

XQGHU WKH ODZ 7KRVH ZKR VHHN MXWYW bkl hRDWLRQ [
Chrit | 5 RP ZKLFK FDQQRW FRPH WKURXJK WKH ODZ
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Questions

Lesson Five

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

What had the false teachers done to the Galatians? Explain what this means.
How did this affect their ability to obey the truth? Why?
How was Jesus portrayed among them?

What was the one thing Paul wanted to learn from the Galatians? What was the obvious answer to his
question?

:KDW GLG 3DXO PHDQ E\ "EHJDQ LQ WKH 6SLULWn" :KDW GLG K
:KDW ZDV WKH FDXVH RI WKH *DODWLDQV:- VXIIHULQJ" :K\ ZRX

Does God supply the Spirit by the works of the law or the hearing of faith? What that mean?

What was accounted to Abraham for righteousness?

What makes a person a child of Abraham? How does trying to keep the law affect this?

What did the scriptures foresee?

What is the condition of those who are under the works of the law?

How did Jesus become a curse for us?

What did the Old Testament teach concerning justification by faith vs. the law? Provide an Old Testament
scripture which supports you answer.

What did Christ redeem us from? Explain.

What is the result of this redemption according to Gal. 3:14?
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Introduction

Lesson Six
Galatians 3:15-25

1. In this section Paul continues to lay down the principles of justification by faith.
2. He shows from the scriptures that Christist KH I XOILOOPHQWARdhatnR G-V SURPLVH

3. The Law of Moses was never meant to bring salvation. Salvation came through the promise given to

Abraham and the law was only temporary.

Discussion

I. Christ,

the Promised Seed of Abraham (3:15-18).

A. An Unbreakable Covenant (vs. 15).

1.

Brethren, | speak in the manner of menpy 7R LOOXVWUDWH WKH VDQF
QDWXUH RI *RG:V FRYHQDQW ZLWK $EUDKDRPre 3DXO X!
manner of mend UHIHUV WR WKDW ZKLFK LV FRPPR®AO\ XQGH
the nature of human covenants or contracts.

“TKRXJK LW LV RQOVUDS$PERY MEFIRQYWQDKDW LV PDGH EH
D PDQ-V FRYHQDQW 7KHUH LV QRWKLQJ RI *RG LQ W
by men, and it is upheld by men.

yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds toit pt 1THYHUWKHOHVY RQFH W
made or confirmed, it is viewed by men to be unbreakable. If, after the covenant has been

established, one of the parties decides he does not like an aspect of that covenant, he cannot

change it and he cannot destroy it. The application to be made is that as men view their

own covenants as sacred and binding, a covenant with God is more so.

B. Only one Seed (vs. 16).

1.

Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises madepd 'U D ZdnQhls |

illustration, Paul applies the principles of human covenants to the covenant made to

Abraham. God gave a promise to Abraham. That promise was the basis for the covenant

which God sealed with an oath (Heb. 6:13-18). Having made such a covenant with
$EUDKDP DQG KLV 6HHG WKHUH ZDV DEVROXWHO\ QI
fulfilling His promise.

+H GRHV QRW VD\ $Q0G WR VHHGV - DV RI PDQ\ EXV
Christpy +HUH 3DXO H[DPLQHV WitH tokhbDWhP &Rabdly)XiMHG LQ W
made this covenant with. The Scripture quoted is Gen. 22:15-18. In this passage God

promised Abraham that He would multiply his seed and make him a great nation.
+RZHYHU WKH ILQDO SBcUn\N)urReJd AN tKe h‘hti&slgﬁfad%drth/sﬂdﬂ VWDWH\

be blessed # HPSKDVL]LQJ WKH VSLULWXDO QDWXUH Rl WK
nations, not just physical Israel). Paul is showing how that spiritual blessing was to come
about. By using the singular fom "VHHGUW LQVWHDG RI "VHHGV p *RG
SURPLVH ZRXOG QRW FRPH WKURXJK WKH SK\VLFDO (
&KULVW &KULVW DV $EUDKDP:-V 6HHG LV PXOWLSOL
Christ they become children of Abraham by faith and therefore partakers of his eternal
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spiritual promise. Those who come to Christ make up that spiritual nation, the citizens of
which have become as the sand of the seashore.

C. The law, which came after the covenant, cannot break the covenant (vs. 17-18).

1. And this I say, that the law, which was four hundred and thirty years laterp = 7KLV
promise was given to Abraham during his lifetime. The law on the other hand did not come
into effect until four hundred and thirty years after Abraham. Thus, when law was
HVWDEOLVKHG *RG:-V SURPLVH WR $EUDKDP ZDV DOL
KXQGUHG \HDUV 7KHUHIRUH WKH ODZ FRXOG GR QR

2. tannot annul the covenant that was confirmed before by God in Christ USince the
law did not come into effect until after the promise was given to Abraham, it had no power
WR FKDQJH RU WR DQQXO WKH SURPLVH *RG SURPL
Seed, not through the Law of Moses. Because of the binding nature of covenants, the
establishment of the law could not change or annul anything. The promise still remained

WKDW WKH EOHVVLQJ WR HYHU\ QDWLRQ PXVW FRPH

3. that it should make the promise of no effectp ,1 WKH EOHVVLQ@de WR DOO
WKURXJK WKH ODZ WKHQ WKHUH ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ ¢
Abraham would have been worthless. But because of the nature of covenants, that could
never happen. The blessing still had to come through the Seed of Abraham apart from the
law.

4. For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of promisep 7KH SURPLVH JLY
$EUDKDP EHFDPH DQ LQKHULWDQFH WR $EUDKDP:-V F
WKH IDWKHU WR WKH FKLOGUHQ e iBHitdddd dustW R EH $
come through him (via the promise given to him). If it comes through the promise then it
cannot come through the law. But if the inheritance comes through the law then we are
children of the law and not of Abraham. The two are mutually exclusive. The blessing
could only come through one. Would it come through the law or through the promise to
Abraham?

5. but God gave it to Abraham by promisesp 6LQFH *RG JDYH WKH SURP
there is no getting around it. The law could not, did not, nor every will be able to bless all
nations. It is worthless in that respect. The children of Abraham by faith cannot gain their
inheritance by the keeping of the Law of Moses. It can only come through the promised
Seed 3 Christ. Therefore Peter said in Ac W'V Nor is there salvation in any other, for there
is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved 4,1 D SHUVRQ WK
they can gain an inheritance by following the law then they are throwing away the promise
and with it the only true source of salvation.

II. The Purpose of the Law (3:19-24).
A. The law was added because of transgressions till the Seed should come (vs. 19-20).
1.  What purpose then does the law serve?y +DYLQJ ILUPO\ HVWDEOLVKE
nothing to bring about righteousness or the blessing promised to Abraham, some may be
IRUFHG WR DVN “"7KHQ ZKDW XVH zZDV WKH ODZzZ" ,I
$EUDKDP RU JDLQ DQ LQKHULWDQFH WKHQ ZK\ GLG *F
2. 1t was added because of transgressionspt”,W ZDV DGGHG EHFDXVH RI WKH \

WUDLQ DQG ILW DQG TXDOLI\ WKHP WR UHFHLYH WKH VHHG
W ZDV DGGHG E\ *RG IRU WKH SXUSRVH RY dHYOHBRDDUYH\D QG

pg. 268). Both of these statements accurately describe the purpose of the law. On the one
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hand, Israel had shown from the time they left Egypt to when they arrived at Sinai that they
could not follow God faithfully on their own. But also, men throughout the generations
needed to understand the horrible nature of sin and their inability to be righteous in and of
themselves. Thus, the law teaches us about the nature of sin and our need for God.
3. till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made g 7 K H ti sRolb G that
the law was only meant to be temporary. Its purpose was to get the people ready to receive
the Seed through whom the promise would be fulfilled. Once that Seed came and the
promise fulfilled, there would no longer be any need for the law.
4. and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediatorp  $FW YV DQG +H
VSHDN RI WKH ODZ DV EHLQJ DSSRLQWHflay WKURXJ
lawp. FDPH TURP + LV tebdthodddbNf skirdd. Q G7 BEXWKWKH ODZ GLIIHU
promise in that it was not given by God personally, but by angels, and then through a
mediator. Concerning this Matthew Henry comments, *,W ZDV JLYHQ WR GLIIHUHQW
a different manner from the promise, and therefore for different purposes fNew Modern English
Electronic Database). :H PLJKW UHDVRQDEO\ FRQFOXGH WKDW 3D
law was given through angels and then by the hand of a mediator is an indication of its
inferiority and temporal nature when compared to the personal eternal nature of the
promise given to Abraham by God Himself. A similar distinction is made between the old
and New covenants in Heb. 9:23-26.
5. Now a mediator does not mediate for one only, but God is one g : K lthbde is a
mediator there are of necessity two separate parties. For the mediator is not a mediator for
one only, but for two 3a go-between. But the promise given to Abraham had no mediator.
God is one, and he delivered the promise to Abraham personally. Its very nature as a
covenant combined with the nature of its delivery show it to in every way superior to the
law: 1) given by God personally, 2) established as a covenant before the law, 3) designed to
bless all nations, not just one.

B. The law is not against the promises of God (vs. 21).

1. 1s the law then against the promises of God2p ,I1 WKH SURPLVH RI *RG Z
blessing to all nations while the law in fact brought a curse (3:10) does the law actually
fight against the promise? Another way of looking at this statement is this: Is a rivalry
between the two; a struggle to determine through which means man would be made
righteous?

2. Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which could have given lifep *R G
forbid! (KJV) God does not act in such a contrary manner. If righteousness could have
come through a law, then perhaps the law would have been a rival to the promise. But
there is no rivalry, for it is impossible for any law to give life. There is no law that can
bring justification to those who sin. The law only condemns.

3. truly righteousness would have been by the law.u  ,1 LW ZHUH SRVVLEOH IR
to come through a law then God would have used the law. There would have been no need
for the promise. The main point Paul is trying to get across to the Galatians is that no
matter how one looks at it, no man can be made righteous by the law. It is an impossibility.
Therefore to seek righteousness through the keeping of the law is foolishness and vanity.

C. The law kept all under guard for the faith that would be delivered (vs. 22-23).

1. But the Scripture has confined all under sinsp 5DWKHU WKDQ PDNLQJ PF
giving a blessing, the Scripture confined or bound them by their sin. It brought
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condemnation, for men could notkeep WK H ZK Rv@: I nohdde Znown sin without the

lawk S RP W VKRZHG XV WKH KRSHOHVYVY ERQGDJH
to realize our absolute need for God.

that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believep 7K RV H
ZKR VHH WKH QHHG IRU *RG:-V JUDFH ZKR UHDOL]H W
learn to look to God for their salvation. Looking to the promise and seeing that it is
IXOILOOHG LQ &KULVW WKH\ EHOb{davk Qhiststa® DQG +
*RG:-V SXUSRVH DOO DORQJ WKDW ZH VKRXOG FRPH
to trying to be made righteous through the works of the law). If we have faith in the

promise of God then we will have faith in Christ who is the fulfillment of that promise. We

will seek righteousness through Him and not through the works of the law.

But before faith camep 3DXO VSHDNV RI WLPH EHIRUH &KULV
truth that must be believed by all who would be saved. It is the system of faith delivered by

Christ through His sacrifice and His teachings. It is the gospel.

we were kept under guard by thelawpy % HIRUH &KULVW WKH ODZ NHS
from evil and immorality, as if in a spiritual fortress or stronghold. The law was meant to

keep the physical descendants of Abraham from becoming as the Gentile nations which

3DXO GH VbEVinlgLnEﬂ'dp@an(DvM:bo{Jt God in the world i (S K DQG DJD
having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God i (S K W ZD\
EHFDXVH RI WKH ODZ WKDW WKH -HZV ZHUH DEOH WK
and the need to be righteous.

kept for the faith which would afterward be revealedp +RZHYHU WKH ODZ Z
temporary guard or stronghold. It was designed to keep the Jews in check until Christ came

through whom they could finally be made righteous.

D. The law was a tutor to bring us to Christ (vs. 24-25).

1.

Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christp 0 F * D WcYitds\th&Gltries

of a tutor as follows, "« the pedagogue or tutor was usually a slave, whose duty it was to take charge

of a boy from his childhood to his majority, shield him from physical and moral evil, accompany him in

all his amusement, and, as it were, keep him as a prisoner at large, lest he should in any way injure

himself pg. 269). 7KH ODZ NHSW WKH -HZV DV "SULVRQHUV I
restrain them from sinking completely into the ways of the world. It instructed them in

righteousness. It prepared them to receive Christ.

that we might be justified by faithpy ZKHQ WKH ER\ KDV EHFRPH P
longer a need for the tutor. The tutor has instructed the boy so that when the time comes

for him to walk free he knows the right w D\ W Rraik RD a child in the way he should go,

and when he is old he will not depart fromit |~ 3 UR'Y 7KH ODZ WDXJKW R
God by faith so that when the time of maturity came we could seek justification by faith in

Christ. Christ makes us mature. He removes our need for the tutor.

But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutorpy  7KDW WLPH RI PDW.
come. The promise has been fulfilled. Faith has been delivered (Jude 3). Therefore there is

no longer any need for a tutor. In Christ we are made free from our bondage and free from

our slavery under a tutor. We are able to walk as mature, fully putting our faith in Christ

and trusting in the grace of God to make us righteous, and therefore serve Him in

righteousness.
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Questions

Lesson Six

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

'KHQ D FRYHQDQW LV PDGH EHWZHHQ WZR PHQ FDQ LW EH |

compare?

Who was the Seed through whom all nations would be blessed? How can we know for sure?

How is it possible for us to become children of Abraham today?

'LG WKH ODZ FKDQJH RU DIIHFW LQ DQ\ ZzD\ *RG:V SURPLVH WHE

:KDW GLG 3DXO PH D Qwaddfdtd Ealfe bf tr¥hipdssims WKH ODZ ~

Did God put a limit on how long the law would be in effect? Explain.

What are the differences between the way God delivered the promise and the way God delivered the law?

In what way might a person think that the law was against the promise of God?

Is it possible for the law to be against the promise of God? Explain.

+RZ GLG WKH 6 Rk WXUH FRQILQH -

+RZ ZH Wdpk uddrd guard by the law 1"

How did the law act as a tutor?

Is one meant to be under a tutor forever? Explain.

How does the above answer relate to the Law of Moses and our faith in Christ?

32



Lesson Seven
Galatians 3:26-4:7

Introduction

1. In the last section Paul showed that justification must come through the promised Seed and that it could
by no means come through the law.

2. In this section Paul is illustrating this principle by comparing children with slaves. i.e., those who are

free from the law with those who are bound by the law.

Discussion
I. Sons of God through Faith, and Heirs According to the Promise (3:26-29).
A. Sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus (vs. 26).
1. Foryouareallsonsof Godp ,Q RUGHU WR EH OnQTydHidtdtheRQH P XV
previous section (24-25), Paul shows here that we have reached maturity. There is no
longer any need for the tutor. Emphasis must be placed on the statement, youareall. B 7 K H
Judaizing teachers sought to make a distinction between those who were circumcised and
those who were not. But Paul shows that ALL of the Galatians were equally sons of God,
regardless of whether or not they had been circumcised.
2. Through faith in Christ Jesus [t is faith that makes us sons of God, not physical
characteristics. When we come to Christ by faith we are all equal. By faith in Christ we are
able to reach maturity as sons of God. A man is not made mature by following the old law;
by continuing to live under the tutor. One must come out from the guard of the tutor and
put their faith in Christ, thereby becoming mature children of God.

B. Baptized into Christ (vs. 27-28).

1. For as many of you as were baptized into Christp  $W Z K D WurSalthlrd@uiin G R H V
RXU EHLQJ VRQV RI *RG" W nlRpoJouksx 8 WIKLLFK BHDXQVVD Y
only those who were baptized fit this description. Where many today stress faith without
baptism, we must see here that Paul combines the two. We are made sons by faith when
ZH DUH EDSW.L JikbGhrike MR th&tkaduihg\BdAh baptized we belong to
Christ and are set to follow Him and not Moses (compare with 1 Cor. 1:12-13).

2. Have put on Christp 6SLULWXDOO\ ZH thrbhfh RBpdon VARQ V' R *R
McGarvey notes, “:H SXW RQ WKH SHUVRQDOLW\ RI &KULVW LQ WK
LOQGLYLGXDO V HRQM*70)V RQNo Ral. 2:R0G p

3. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither salve nor free, there is neither male
nor female HWe do not come to God based upon our own merits. He does not recognize
differences in physical attributes. One man is not exalted above another as the Jews
believed they were above the Gentiles. Those who kept the law of Moses were not greater
than those who did not. In Christ all men are made equal, for we all come to God being
tainted by sin, but having faith in Christ to cleanse us of our sins. Paul is not saying here
that a man is no longer a man or that a woman is no longer a woman. He is not saying that
if a Christian is a slave he no longer needs to serve his master. His point is that in Christ the
physical distinctions which are built up in the world which cause one person to look down
upon another are taken away in Christ. He made the same point to the Corinthians in 2
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&R U Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. © 6 HH DOVR (SK
20.
4. For you are all one in Christ lIn Christ all are unified, equally made sons of God.
Though common in the world, it was especially characteristic among the Judaizing teachers
to look down upon those with weak physical attributes. Slaves and women were severely
looked down upon. It may have been the case that the Galatians were making these
distinctions as well. Thus Paul instructs them that if they truly are sons of God then they
will no longer recognize such distinctions for we are all made one in Christ.

c. ,I\RX DUH &KULVW:-V \RX DUH $EUDKDP-V VHHG YV
1. '$QG LI \RX DpAHopodhd BAMIging to the law of Moses or some other
man or organization. If we have obeyed the gospel we belong to Christ. We are in Him,

we have put Him on, we are His (1 Cor. 6:20).
2. "'WKHQ \RX DUH $UENiDiKE: Bre\Secd td WHom the promise was given

wiwWK $EUDKDP 7KHUHIRUH WKRVH ZKR FRPH WR +LP

stressing that those who are of the flesh (circumcision and keeping of the law of Moses) are

QRW $EUDKDP:V VHHG 2QO\ WKRVH ZKR FRPH WR &KL
3. and heirs according to the promisepy +DYLQJ EHFRPH $SEUDKDP:-V FK

Christ, we are able to receive the promised inheritance; the blessing that was to come to

every nation has come to those who are in Christ.

IL. They had been as Children, No Different than Slaves (4:1-3).
A. The heir, as long as he is a child, is the same as the slave (vs. 1).

1. Now I say that the heir pPaul resumes here the metaphor which he began in 3:24. The
heirs were the children of the master.

2. s long as he is a child does not differ at all from a slave pWhile they were children
WKHUH ZDV QR GLVWLQFWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH VODYH
watchful eye of a tutor. One did not have more freedom than the other. They were equally
under bondage. Metaphorically this describes those who lived before Christ. It is a
comparison of those who thought they were righteous by doing the works of the law
(slaves) and those who did the works of the law while putting their faith in God for
righteousness (masters). Even though they were both subject to the same law, the
difference in their faith was what set them apart.

3. though he is master of all M Though under the law before Christ, they were receiving
the inheritance of the master because they were sons. They walked by faith according to
the example of Abraham. Their faith motivated them to be obedient to the law while
relying on God for salvation.

B. While a child he is in need of a guardian (vs. 2).

1. butis under guardians and stewards pLChildren need training. They need rearing up.
The law proYLGHG WKDW WUDLQLQJ IRU *RG-V SHRSOH WR
sin, morality, their need for God, etc. It kept them under guard with its multitude of
regulations and physical punishment for wrong doing to show severity of sin. Men walking
by faith learned the manner of obedience that was needed as children through the old law.

2. Uuntil the time appointed by the father pBut tutors are only needed for a limited time.
When the child is old enough they set out on their own. They are mature. They have been
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trained and are now capable of living mature lives without the discipline of the tutor. The
father was the one who decided when the time is right for such freedom to be granted.

C. The law was that guardian (vs. 3).

1. Even so we, when we were children pThis refers to the years before Jesus brought the
gospel to mankind. Under the law the Jews were children. Those who lived by faith in
Christ (such as David) were heirs according to the promise, but before inheritance could be
JLYHQ *RG ¢neQlHdRIGI® kol (.

2. ere in bondage U Therefore, while under the law they were bound, not only by their
sins, but by the commandment of the law for purposes of training, teaching, and rearing.

This bondage was a state of preparation.

3. Under the elements of the world pElementsp LV GHHIQOQ HIGUVW WKLQJ IUF
the others belonging to some series or composite whole take their rise; an element, first
SULQFLSOHWKXKDYBW-WKH DSRVWOH ERWK gt/ DQG *H(
body, or heirs in God's sight, were held in bondage ecither to the law of Moses or some other form of
ODz ZKLFK ODzV DUH FROOHFWLYHO\ GHVFULEHTheDV WKH L
old law was a rudimentary tool for children. Training wheels, if you will, with its "H[WHU QD O
ULWHYVY DQG FHUHPRQLHYV SRLQWLQJ EH\RQRG WKHPVHOYHV W

II1. In Christ they have Received the Adoption as Sons and are No Longer Slaves (4:4-7).
A. With Christ came the adoption as sons (vs. 4-5).

1. Butwhen the fullness of time had come UThe fullness of time would be when the time
ZDV ULSH DW WKH ULJKW WLPH GppohkHd bylehe FdpO\ WKL
(4:2). Concerning spiritual maturity this was the time when all things were in place and
God was ready to redeem His people from the guardianship of the tutor.

2. God sent forth His son pGod sent His Son when the time was right. When Jesus began
SUHDFKLQJ WKH JRV S BQimdiHuMD WG7TKQWBRQ ZDV "'WKDW
promised to Abraham which would bless all the nations of the earth. The following
statements describe the manner in which the Son was sent.

3. born of a woman pThough the Son of God existed before His physical birth (John 1:1),

He became flesh (John 1:14) in the same manner men. He was born of a woman. Because
of His humanity He is able to sympathize with our weakness and petition the Father as our
high priest (Heb. 4:14-15).

4. born under the law HWhen Jesus came into this world He was born under the law as a
-HzZ +H ZDV ERXQG E\ WKH VDPH "HOHPHQWVu RI WK
according to the law (Luke 2:22-24).

5. to redeem those who were under the lawp -HV XV SXUSRVH ZDV GLIIHU
ohere mDQ IRU +H ZDV QRWGRQQ\NMD ODDNW +H ZDV¥LV SXUS
to live under the law perfectly. Being without sin (Heb. 4:15; 1 John 3:5) He was able to
offer Himself as a ransom for our sins. From the time the law was given the Jews offered
sacrifices year by year as a reminder of sins (Heb. 10:3), but such sacrifices could not take
away sin (Heb. 10:1). But Jesus, through His death, did take away sins and thereby redeem
men from the law. He did what the law could not do (Rom. 8:3).

6. that we might receive the adoptions as sons i Now that Jesus has taken away the
childish things we are able to become mature in Him. God the Father is able to receive us
as His sons, no longer under bondage, but free to serve Him in maturity as His children.

Children do childish things when they are young, therefore they need to be taught. But
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when they grow older they do what is right without a tutor to force them. That is that
maturity we have in Christ. Thus, we are able to be received by God as His children (Eph.
5:1). When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I
became a man, I put away childish things |1 &R U

B. As sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into their hearts (vs. 6).

C.

1.

And because you are sons PThe Galatians received Christ and therefore the adoptions as
sons. They began in the mature things of faith as all do who obey the gospel by faith in
Christ.

God has sent forth the spirit of His Son M Concerning this point Lipscomb - V. FRPPHQW YV
are quite appropriate, "% HFDXVH WKH\ DUH VRQV QRW VHUYDQWYV *R
hearts. Taken in connection with corresponding passages, this scripture settles the point that the spirit of
a son is put into the heart by writing the law in his heart. 7KH SUR PILwl mut&pléﬁv inftheir
inward parts, and in their heart will I write it; and I will be their God, and they sh D OO EH P\ SHRSO'l!
(Jer. 31:33) Hpg. 241-242). True Christians have the mind or attitude that is characteristic of
*RG-V FKLOGUHQ
Into your heartsp :H DELGH E\ *RG:-V ZRUG QRW DV DQ RXW.

KDYLQJ KHDUWV WKDW DUH OLNHQHG XQWR *RG:-V $
sons we are not under a guard which disciplines us when we get out of line. Rather, we
seek always to stay in line. We have such a spirit (attitude) that does not desire to depart
from the ways of God as Israel did so often in the Old Testament. The law was given
because of their hardness of heart, but we are given freedom in Christ that we might
manifest true devotion to the Lord as our God and Father.

‘FU\LQJ RXW 1 $iedsDised )thsWedaHvblle praying in the garden (Mark

"$EEDp LV DQ $UDPDLF WHU PbyRhe HIQGHBUPHQW V
PDVWHU 9itisQtided Q&R W H Were forbidden to address the head of the family
by this titte 4 ,W LV D WHUP WKDW LV QHDU WR D SURSH!
closeness. As servants under the law the Jews could not use this term. But Jesus is able to
bring all men near so that we, as children, may refer to the Father with such endearment
and closeness of heart.

No longer slaves, but sons (vs. 7).

1.

Therefore you are no longer slave but a son pIn summery and conclusion of the above
points, we are no longer salves under the law, but are sons, free and mature in Christ.

and if a son, then an heir of God pBecause we are made sons we are able to receive the
promises of God as heirs. Only by this means can a person receive such blessings. Servants
receive nothing, but children receive all good things.

through Christ i And it is through Christ alone that men are able to receive this
inheritance. The law only enslaves us. If we seek to be under the law then we are choosing

to live as slaves, separate from the blessings of God. But if we choose to be in Christ by
faith then we are children of God and heirs of the promises of God.
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Questions

Lesson Seven

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1. Through what does a person become a son of God?

N

2QFH D SHUVRQ IXOILOOV WKH DERYH TXDOLILFDWLRQ ZKD

3. When a person has fulfilled the above two qualifications, what do they do with Christ? Explain what this

means.

4. ([SODLQ ZKDW 18:D iXdthdP bl Dok TMek ERere is neither slave nor free, there is neither male
nor female. |1

5. +RZ GRHV RQH EHFRPH $EUDKDP:-V VHHG" :KDW DUH WKH EH

6. Is there any difference between the children of a master and the children of a slave? Explain.

7. :KDW ZDV XVHG DV D VSLULWXDO JXDUGLDQ RYHU *RG:-V SH

8. What is the fullness of time?

9. What did God do when the fullness of time had come?

10. +RZ ZDV -HVXV "ERUQ XQGHU WKH ODZ"p

11. What did Jesus do for us while living as a man on the earth?

12. What does it mean to have the spirit of His son in our hearts? How can we know if it is in our hearts?
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Introduction

Lesson Eight

Galatians 4:8-20

1. In this section Paul expresses concern that the Galatians have given up their freedom as sons and have

gone back to the things of the law

3 ‘the beggarly elements L Y ¥ which belong to slaves.

He urges them to be like him, devoting their lives to Christ.

J)DOVH WHDFKHUV ZH @dth Chrii KuUMﬁ]Lst\Hut HA/IK)(HSRHH@]ZIPH\ order
that Christ may be formed in them.

Discussion
I. They were Turning again to the Weak and Beggarly things (4:8-11).
A. Before they knew God they served other gods (vs. 8).
1. But then, indeed, when you did not know Godp 7KH PDMRULW\ RI WKH
*DODWLD FRQVLVWHG RI *HQWLOHYV 3DXO GHVFULEH
ﬁ]ergfore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh -- who are called Uncircumcision by
what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands -- that at that time you were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world. | 7 KXV ~WKH\ GL GeyQ@iRMWE NQRZ *I
know about God, they had nothing to do with Him.
2. You served those which by naturearenotgods p 7KHLU FRQGLWLRQ ZDV +

that of the Jews because they were under bondage to false gods. Rather than serving the
one true God they were serving false gods. They devoted themselves to vanity.

B. But now that they have been made free, they were seeking enslavement again (vs. 9).

1.

But now after you have known Godp 7KH\ KDG UHFHLYHG WKH JRV
believed in the one true God and the Savior Jesus Christ. They understood the vanity of

their former way of life and started to serve God.

or are rather known by God L We' loved Him because He Sfirst loved us |4 -RKQ

Where it is true that we come to know God in Christ, it is more accurate to say that He

comes to know us in that He is the one who purchases us and sanctifies us (Jude 1; Heb.

10:10). He brings us into His family.

how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elementspy +DYLQJ EHHC
redeemed from the worthless things of the world and having been brought out of the

bondage of serving false gods, by turning to the law they were stepping back into the same

sort of bondage from which Jesus had delivered them. They had maturity, freedom, and

strength in Christ, yet they were giving up all of that in order to seek the weak childlike

elements of the law.

C. Their enslavement was in the form of keeping the old law (vs. 10).

1.

Youobservedaysp 7KLV LV D WHU P -« Rfictd bhd EitdnonitW R WK H  (
and religious days kept by the Jews such as the Sabbath day (Col. 2:16-17). These are the

doctrines that the Judaizing teachers had convinced the Galatians to follow.
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2.

and months, and seasonsp UHIHUUHG WR WKH -HZLVK UHOLJLR:

from month to month and season to season. These are holidays that were often associated

with the harvest and spring time.

andyearspy 7KHUH ZHUH \HDUO\ IHVWLYDOV DQG KROLGD
such as the Passover, the Feast of Weeks, and the Day of Pentecost. Read Numbers 28 for

more on these Jewish ordinances. All of these things had their fulfillment in Christ (Col.

2:17), therefore they were done away with. The true value is in Christ.

D. Paul was afraid for them (vs. 11).

1.

1am afraidforyoup 6 HHLQJ WKDW WKH\ ZHUH JLYLQJ XS &Kl
ordinances, Paul expresses fear for them. This is a fear for their souls. Jude 23 describes
those in sin as being in the fire. Paul saw these Galatians as children playing with fire and he
feared for their lives lest they fall in without any hope of rescue. Their souls were in danger
of being lost (Gal. 1:6-9).

lest I have labored for you invain HA study of Acts 13-14 reveals just how much Paul
labored to deliver the gospel to these people. But if they were to give up Christ in order to
seek the weak and beggarly things of the law all of his labors and sacrifices would have gone
to waste. In 1 Cor. 3:9ff. Paul depicts himself as a builder and those who he taught were
the fruit of his labor. The same is true for every person who preaches the gospel. When
those who are taught go back into the bondage from which they have been delivered it is
like watching a new house go up in flames.

II. 3DXO:-V '"HVLUH WKDW W-KHd\ %H /LNH +LP
A. A plea for them to be as he is (vs. 12).

1.

Brethren, | urge you to become likk mepy &RQVLGHULQJ KLV SUHYLRX\
understand his urgency. Paul was not being conceited. Rather, he was using himself as an

example. He has already shown in Gal. 1:10 that he sought only to please God and that no

man would turn him from that. His desire was for these Galatians to put on that same

attitude.

For | became likk youp 3DXO WKRXJK UDLVHG D -HZ EHFDPH
the peoples of Galatia that he might win them over to Christ. He did not compromise the

truth of God, but merely put himself in a situation so as to most effectively preach the

gospel (1 Cor. 9:22-23). His point here is that just as he became as one of them to save

their souls, they need to become like him in his service and devotion to Christ. They

needed to resist the pressures placed on them by the Judaizing teachers and hold fast their

faith in Christ.

You have not injured meatallp 7KLY VWDWHPHQW \ibh RilBYhe WR LW

proceeding verses. While he was among them they did no personal injury to him.

B. They received Paul in spite of his physical infirmities (vs. 13-15).

1.

You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at first p

Though LW LV QRW UHFRUGHG LQ WKH KLVWRULFDO DFF
had come down with some physical illness during his travels through Galatia. Whether

providentially or not we do not know. Nevertheless, the delay caused by his infirmity

provided greater time and opportunity for him to preach the gospel to the inhabitants of

that region.
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And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or rejectp ,Q VSLWH RI 3LC
physical infirmity the Galatians did not despise or reject him. Some would see a man of

poor health as unattractive and refuse to associate with such. But the Galatians did not act

in such a manner. Rather, they were willing to overlook his infirmity and gladly and

cheerfully receive the message that he was preaching.

But you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesusp -HVXV VDLG WR

ZKRP +H I‘M%Qrwwesj/oureceivesMe«lJ. ODWW 1RW RQO\ V4
willing to receive the gospel, but they also received Paul with great kindness and

graciousness. They received him as a messenger from God, even as if he were Christ

Himself. This says something of their great love for him and their hospitality toward him.

What then was the blessing you enjoyed?p $IWHU DOO RI WKHJW&DFULILF
to care for Paul in his infirmity, what reward did they receive in return? Did he make them

rich?

For | bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes

and given themtome p 7KH LQIHUHQFH KHUH ydicM bWsikedD W W K H\

indeed they desired no blessing in return. But their desire to help Paul was so great that

they were willing to make any personal sacrifice necessary to care for his needs.

C. Had he now become their enemy for telling them the truth? (vs. 16).

1.

2.

Have | therefore become your enemyp 3DXO-V SXUSRVH LQ WKH DER
remind them of the love that they once had for him. For in rebuking them there was the

possibility that they would become bitter against him.

because I tell you the truth?p 3DXO REVHUYHG WKH GDQJHUV WK
the false teachers and he told them the truth of their condition that they might be saved.

ODQ\ LQ WKH ZRUOG ZRXOG EHFRPH DQJU\ DW WKLV \

point the next time a brother in Christ rebukes us for our sins.

III. 3DXO:-V /IDERU WKDW &KULVW 0B20).EH )RUPHG LQ 7KHP

A. False teachers zealously courted them (vs. 17).

1.

2.

They zealously courtyoup 7KH IDOVH WHDFKHUV VKRZHG JUHD\
Galatians to follow after them. They would try to lure them through various schemes.

but forno goodp 3DXO KDG DOUHDG\ GLVFXVVHG WKH FXU
taught a different gospel. The false teachers were luring the Galatians with such a false

gospel. Following after them would result in no good.

Yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be zealous for thempu 7KH -XGDL]JHU
would claim that those who had not been circumcised or who were not keeping the old law

were not correctly converted, thus making them feel lost and separated from God. The

purpose of such exclusion was to create a desire in the Galatians to want what the false

teachers were offering 3 to desire the righteousness which the false teachers were offering

through the keeping of the law.

B. Zeal for the right things (vs. 18).

1.

2.

But it is good to be zealousp 3 DXO H[KRUWV WKH &KULVWLDQV
good things are in Christ. The zeal that they had while he was preaching to them was good

zeal. They needed to continue in that zeal and no longer seck after the false teachers.

inagood thingalways p 7KLV LV LQ FRQWU D WdooZtl WK VOKIN LRI W |

false teachers (vs. 17). It is good to be zealous, but not for the law and not for the Judaizing
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teachers. Zeal is needful in Christians and in churches. But we need to make sure our zeal
is for the right things. All good things come from God. We must be zealous for that which
is from God not man (Rom. 12:17).

3. andnotonly when I am presentwith you P Gladans were very zealous for Christ
and the gospel while Paul was there with them. But after he left they turned to seek after
the worthless things of the false teachers. He reminded them that they needed to pursue
good things always, regardless of whether he was there with them or not. Thus all
Christians should be zealous for good whether we are together or alone.

C. Paul labored that Christ may be formed in them (vs. 19-20).

1. My little children for whom | labor in birth againp 3DXO LV QRW HVWDIE
WUDGLWLRQ WKDW ZH VHH LQ VRPH GHQRPLQDWLRQ\
FRQGHPQHG WKLV VRUW RI WLWOH IRU PHQ ODWW
endearment to show to the Galatians his deep love for them. He had taught them the
gospel and raised them (so to speak) as children and babes in Christ. Thus he loves them as
a father. He likens the sort of pains that he goes through to care for their spiritual needs to
birth pangs.

2. until Christ is formed in you o 7 K H f HiRd&«QndRhe purpose for his labors and
pains was to cause Christ to be formed in them. That is, the maturity of Christ in all
righteousness and godliness. He labored that they may learn to live as though Christ was
living in them (Gal. 2:20; Eph. 4:12-16).

3. Twould like to be present withyounowp 3DXO GHVLUHG WR EH LQ WK
could teach them and guide them and help them to learn how to have Christ formed in
them. He desired to help them overcome the false teachers.

4. andtochangemytonep +LV WRQH LQ WKLY OHWWHU ZDV WKD
them to fully comprehend the urgency of his message. But had he been in their presence he
would have been able to address them in a more gentle tone and still express this same kind
of urgency. He may have also desired to deal with some specific things that he could not
deal with in his letter.

5. for I have doubts aboutyoup 'RXEWYV DERXW HYHU\WKLQJ WKDW
being taught. Being some distance away from there it was not possible for him to get all of
the information. He desired to have the full picture of all that they were dealing with.
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Questions
Lesson Eight

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1. When did the Galatians not know God? What other verses describe the spiritual condition of those who
do not know God?

2. Who did they serve while in that condition? Explain.
3. What was their spiritual condition after coming to know God?

4. What were the Galatians turning to again even though they had come to know God? Explain how
people today do this same thing.

5. ZKDWdcg\WRnd’montbsandseasonand)/earsp. UHIHU WR" :KDW ZHUH WKH *DOD
things?

6. Why was Paul afraid for the Galatians? Explain.

7. Why did Paul want the Galatians to become like him?

8. How was Paul received by the Galatians when he first preached the gospel to him?
9. What physical blessing did they receive for receiving Paul in such a way?

10. In his letter Paul was telling the Galatians the truth. What was his concern as to how the Galatians
would receive him after hearing the truth from him? Why would this be a concern?

11. :KDW GLG 3 D%@zedﬁaﬂﬁo@tﬁ\u "
12. What is it good to be zealous for?

13. If we are zealous for those things, what will our opinion be toward false teachers?

14. :KDW ZDV 3DXO:-V JRDO LQ ODERULQJ IRU WKH *DODWLDQV"

42



Lesson Nine
Galatians 4:21-31

Introduction

1. Supplemental reading: Genesis 16:1-16; 21:1-19

2. In this section Paul illustrates and compares the freedom in Christ with the bondage of the law by comparing
Sarah (the free woman) and Hagar (the bond woman).

3. He shows us that if we want freedom in Christ then we must cast off the old law which puts us under

bondage.
Discussion
I. The Promise and the Law Illustrated by Sarah and Hagar (4:21-27).

A. Those who desire to be under the law (vs. 21).
1. Tell me, you who desire to be under the law pThis is a challenge for those who desire to
keep the commandments of the Old Testament.
2. Do you not hear the law? pThose who keep the law failed to see that that same law
prophesied of its own demise. They desired the things of the old law thinking that it would
PDNH WKHP ULJKWHRXV EXW WKH\ ZHUHQ-W SD\LQJ I
LWVHOI 7KH 3KDULYV HhikVamk Qay-Thdf Xdfe r@mPto KiDJes@ HG LQ W
because they thought He was blaspheming against the law, when in fact it was the law that
spoke about the works that Jesus was doing (John 5:39).

B. The two sons and wives of Abraham (vs. 22-23).

1. For it is written that Abraham had two sons i Genesis was included in the law.
$EUDKDP:-V WZR ZLYHV DQG VRQV SURYLGHG DQ DOO
to the law when it was fulfilled. The first son was named Ishmael (Gen. 16:15), and the
second, Isaac (Gen. 21:3).

2. The one by the bondwomanpy 7KH ILUVW VRQ ,VKPDHO ZDV ERUC
+DJDU *RG KDG DOUHDG\ SURPLVHG WR PDNH D JUHI
being childless after many years, became desperate for Abraham to have a son. Therefore
she gave Hagar to Abraham that he might bear a son through her.

3. The other by the freewoman plLater, God told Abraham that His promise was going to
be fulfilled according to His promise and that Ishmael was not the son that God had
promised. Therefore God gave Sarah a child in her old age and they named him Isaac.

4. But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh pIshmael was
born according to the natural order or things with no intervention from God to fulfill His
promise. He was also the result of Sarah taking matters into her own hands and not trusting
in God to fulfill His promises. He was born by human efforts and not by the grace of God.

5. And he of the freewoman through promise plsaac was born because God allowed Sarah

to give birth even though she was old and past the age of childbearing. Therefore Isaac was
D IXOILOOPHQW RI *RG:-V SURPLVH DQG QRW WKH UHV

43



C. The two wives are symbolic of the two covenants (vs. 24-26).

1.

Which things are symbolic i God did many things in the Old Testament that we today are
able to view as symbols or illustrations of the spiritual things that we have in Christ (Col. 2:17;
1 Pet. 3:20-21; Heb. 8:5; 10:1). Sarah and Hagar provide such an allegory.

For these are the two covenants [ The relationship between Hagar and Sarah was
symbolic of the new and old covenants. The relationships and events that took place
between these two women perfectly illustrate the relationship and events that were
unfolding in the first century with the establishment of the new covenant through Christ.
The one from Mt. Sinai which gives birth to bondage * which is Hagar p Hagar
represented the old covenant which was given by Moses at Mt. Sinai. This was the
covenant which was based on the Law of Moses. It was the covenant which Paul spoke of in
Gal. 3:10-14 which brings a curse upon men because it provides no means for salvation.
Hagar was a servant, a bondwoman, therefore those who were born of her could only be
bondservants. They can never be free. So it is with those who seek justification through the
law.

For this Hagar is Mt. Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is,
and is in bondage with her children pThe law was originally given at Mt. Sinai, but by
the first century the Jews had come to dwell in Judea with Jerusalem as their capital.
Therefore Hagar came to represent the physical Jewish system which was centered in
Jerusalem with all of its physical ordinances, statutes, and sacrifices.

but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all pWhile the physical
city of Jerusalem was on earth, God had established through Christ a heavenly kingdom
with its capital in heaven. Thus, the Jerusalem above is the spiritual Jerusalem of promise

which we have in Christ. 7KLV ZDV WKH FLW\ ZKLFK #&UDKDP OR
foundations, whose builder and maker is God | +HE W LV WKH KRPH RI

freedom through Christ, as opposed to those who are still in bondage because they seck the
physical Jerusalem.

D. The prophesied barren woman would have more children (vs. 27).

1.
2.

For it is written pPaul now looks to the Scriptures to prove the validity of his analogy.
Rejoice oh barren, you who do not bear! Break forth and shout, you who are not in
labor! pThe scripture quoted here is Isa. 54:1. Sarah was barren even into her old age, but
she would be given a reason to rejoice. Hagar had become pregnant when Sarah could not.
In Gen. 16:4 Hagar began to despise Sarah; to make her feel ashamed because she could not
conceive. In spite of her sorrow, Sarah would be given a reason to rejoice.

For the desolate has many more children than she who has a hushand pThough
Hagar despised Sarah because she was barren, God had promised to make a great nation

andthDW QDWLRQ ZRXOG FRPH IURP 6DUDK:V ZRPE

to the promise of God and through him she would have more children than Hagar could
ever dream of. The people that would come through the barren woman would be far

greater than those of the slave.

II. The Children of Freedom and the Children of Bondage (4:28-31).
A. The children of promise are like Isaac (vs. 28).

1.

Now we, brethren, as Isaac was U Isaac was not born as a result human wisdom or
efforts as Ishmael was. He was born as the result of the working of God. For both Sarah and
Abraham were old and physically incapable of having children (Gen. 21:1-2; Heb. 11:11).
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Even so, the people of God today are not saved by their own strength or wisdom. They are
born by the working of God in the same manner as Isaac.

2. Are children of promise pFor the above reason Isaac was a child of promise. He was the
result of God fulfilling his promise to Abraham. Those who are in Christ are like Isaac
because they are not born by doing the works of the law; they were not conceived as a
result of human efforts and human wisdom. No, those who are in Christ are born as a
result of the working of God according to His promise to Abraham, which He
accomplished in Christ Jesus (Col. 2:12).

The children of bondage persecute the children of promise (vs. 29).

1. But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born
according to the Spirit plishmael was born according to the flesh. In Gen. 21:9 Ishmael
"VFRIIHGup DW ,VDDF

2. Even s0 it is NOW LIt was the same in the first century when the Jews persecuted
Christians. Even Paul had been among those Jews who persecuted the children of promise.
Those same Jews were putting pressure on the Galatians to enter into bondage by keeping

the law.

. The bondwoman and her child were cast out (vs. 30).

1. Nevertheless, what does the Scripture say? il Here again Paul looks to the Old
Testament scripture to prove his point. The casting out of the old law was not something
he made up. This was always apart Rl *RG-V SODQ HYHQ \HDUV E
given.

2. Cast out the bondwoman and her son pSeeing that Ishmael persecuted Isaac, the son of
promise, Sarah asked Abraham to cast him and his mother out. God also instructed
Abraham to do so in Gen. 21:12-13. Remember now that the bondwoman represents the
old covenant. Here the bondwoman was cast out, so it was done with the old covenant.

3. For the son of bond woman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman {Many
people today say that even though we have salvation in Christ, somehow God is going to
renew the old law and establish the physical nation of Israel again at a future point in time.
We must see in this section that it is just not so. There can be no harmonious coexistence
between the sons of promise and the sons of slavery. Sons of Abraham cannot come
through the law and through Christ. There can only be one. Paul has already established

that Christ is far superior and that there is no room for the law.

. Therefore we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free (vs. 31).

1. So then brethrenp 3DXO QRZ ZDQWV WR PDNH KLV FRQFOXVL
Galatian Christians 3 and in ours as well.

2. We are not children of the bondwomanp :H ZKR DUH LQ &KULVW DUH Q
bondwoman. If we were then we would be cast out along with her. She represents the law.
The law has been cast out. Those who seck to be justified by the law are children of the
bondwoman and are therefore worthy only to be cast out. We are not of that nature.

3. But of the frep :H KDYH FRPH WR *RG WKURXJK &KULVW LC
therefore free. We must therefore seek those things that make us free in Christ. We must
strive to be children of Sarah born through the promises of God. Isaac was born because
Abraham trusted in God to give him a son. Thus, we must live as those who are born of God
according to promise through Christ Jesus and live as free people and not as those who are

under bondage through the keeping of the law!
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Questions

Lesson Nine
Provide scriptural references where possible.
1. KR LV 3DXO VSHDNJvaHoANszeZthHW@"KH VD\V
2. How had they failed to hear the law?
3. How many sons did Abraham have? What were their names?
4. +RZ GLG $EUDKDP:V ZLtNedoVerdtQ G VRQV UHSUHVHQW
5. How are Christians like Isaac?

6. :KDW GRHV LMWk bf pokdse W'R E H

7. What was the relationship like between Isaac and Ishmael? How did their relationship represent the old

and new covenants?

8. What happened to the bondwoman and her child in light of the above relationship? How is that applied
to the covenants?

9. :KDW SRLQW LV 3D X Qe BrlDdNchii@ed ofZHKbbh@onkotbus/Dhk flc: |1 *
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Lesson Ten
Galatdians 5:1-15

Introduction

1. In this section Paul will reach the climax of his epistle.

2. He goes on to show the consequences for those who continue to seck to be justified by the law.

3. Finally, he stresses the need for Christians to walk in the spirit and not to fulfill the lust of the flesh.

Discussion
I. Stand Fast in the Liberty of Christ (5:1-6).
A. Stand fast in liberty (vs. 1).
1. Stand fast therefore u "EH VWDWLRQDU\«SHUVHYHUHUu 6WUI
FRQVWDQW S H U¥WeH:afatibhd e bebhRs¥ad: W RHQfalse teachers, but
Paul exhorts the P WR VWDQG IDVW WR QRW ikihe BoRMH G E\ WK
longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of
men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting « 4~ (S K
2. In the liberty by which Christ has made us free PTrue spiritual freedom can only come
through Christ and the truth that He brings us. If we are to retain that freedom then we

must be firmly grounded in the faith and teachings of Christ. We must have such a strong

gUDVS XSRQ +LV JRRG WKLQJV WKDW ZH DUH QRW PR
DzD\ IUR PBuﬁLt}ﬁ kb N6 do not sell it uH 3URY
3. And do not be entangled again in a yoke of bondage The only thing that the false
teachers could offer was bondage. The Galatians had found freedom in Christ. They had
obeyed the gospel and had been enjoying the blessings of life in Christ. But by giving that

up and seeking the things of the law they were going back into the bondage from which
Jesus PDGH WKHP IUHH 3DXO VD\V GRQ-W OHW WKDW KI

B. Christ is useless to those who keep the law (vs. 2-3).

1. Indeed, | Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you
nothing P The Galatians had freedom in Christ. But if they left Christ in order to pursue
circumcision and the Law of Moses, then whatever blessings they had in Christ would be
JRQH ,I WKH\ IROORZHG DIWHU WKH ODZ WKHQ &KUL
affect on their sins (Heb. 10:26, 29).

2. And | testify again to every man who becomes circumcised | Paul wanted to make
certain that these Galatians perfectly understand his point. Thus, we too should take special
note of what he is saying. Listen up!

3. that he is a debtor to keep the whole law pNot only is circumcision useless, but if any
man tries to be justified by becoming circumcised he is committing himself to keep the
whole Law of Moses. We can only serve one master. If we serve Jesus then circumcision is
useless because Jesus did not command it. But if we become circumcised or try to keep any
part of the Law of Moses we are showing our allegiance to the law over Christ and are
therefore binding ourselves to keep that entire law.
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II.

C. Keeping the law severs one from Christ (vs. 4).

1.

You have become estranged from Christ you who attempt to be justified by law p
Paul here continues his line of reasoning in order to show the spiritual pitfall of seeking the
old law. Since those who are circumcised are bound to keep the whole law, and they can

only serve one mDVWHU WKH\ DUH QR ORQJHddrane@frok KULVW
Chritp " (VWUDQJIJHGu PHDQV VHSDUDWHG VR WKDW &KI
-9 U H Dh&iMis become of no effect unto you - $O00 WKH EOHVVLQJV Wl
forgiveness, the knowledge of truth) that one has in Christ are no longer accessible to those

who seek to be justified by the law. They are completely separated from Christ and all the

rich blessings that He offers.

you have fallen from grace pGrace is the means by which we have salvation in Christ. It

is a gift of God; His good will to grant us what we cannot earn ourselves. But if we try to

HDUQ LW E\ GRLQJ WKH ZRUNV RI WKH ROG ODZ WKH:
rejecting His grace. McGarvey notes, “"ZH DUH JXLOW\ Rl FRPSKHhAtH DSRVWI
UHDVRQ ZH IDOO IURP JUDFH WKH PRPHQW ZH VHH)

salvation no longer applies to us.

D. Attain the hope through faith in Christ and the working of love (vs. 5-6).

1.

For we through the Spirit p Through the Spirit as opposed to through the law. True
Christians do not trust in physical strength and works. Rather, we trust in the promises of
God, delivered through the Spirit, fulfilled in Christ (Gal. 3:2, 5).

eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith pOur eager expectation is that God
will make us righteous through Christ. We do not seek to attain righteousness through the
law or through our own works. To wait for anything requires having faith that one will
receive what they are waiting for. This is the definition of faith (Heb. 11:1). But those who
are of the law do not put their faith in the promises of God. True Christians put their trust
fully in Christ and wait for the promises being fulfilled in Him (2 Pet. 1:3-4).

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything p
Because righteous only comes through faith in Christ Jesus, it does not matter whether a
person is circumcised or not. That has no bearing on their righteousness. The Jew that has
faith in Christ is just as capable of receiving righteousness as the Gentile who has faith in
Christ. Circumcision does not distinguish the two in that respect.

But faith working through love pChristians are obedient because they puts all of their
faith in Christ. They work because of their love for God and for their fellow man, as Jesus
VDwszvu]orveMekeepM)/commandmentsLl -RKQ 7TKH -HZV ZRXOG K
that our works negate any need for faith. But Paul shows us here that when we believe that
Jesus died for us, we love Him in return by offering our lives in service to Him to do good

wor 135 .

Let No One Hinder You (5:7-12).
A. That which hinders us from obeying the truth is not from God (vs. 7-8).

1.

2.

You ran well pWhile Paul was with them they ran well. They were learning, growing,

being faithful and were devoted to the faith and zealous for good works.

Who hindered you from obeying the truth?p % XW DIWHU 3DXO:-V GHSD
teachers came in and began teaching things contrary to the gospel. The Galatians were

hindered because they were turning away from the truth. They were giving heed to the
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false teachings and were being prevented from obeying the truth that is in Christ according
to the one true gospel.

3. This persuasion does not come from Him who calls you phe doctrines by which false
teachers were drawing the Galatians away from the truth did not come from God. Paul had
defended His apostleship in previous chapters. He had shown that his gospel was indeed
from God. But the lies with which the false teachers were drawing them away from the
truth were not from God. Any man who teaches things contrary to the gospel is not from

God (2 John 9-11).

A little leaven leavens a whole lump (vs. 9).

1. A little leaven P Leaven is yeast or any other element that causes bread to rise.
Metaphorically it has been used to refer to sin as in 1 Cor. 5:6, hypocrisy as in Luke 12:1,
and here it is used to refer to error or teachers of error.

2. Leavens a whole lump it does not take a great deal of sin and error to have an affect on
a group of people. A small amount of error can cause a great deal of harm in the hearts of
many people. It only takes one teacher to lead many people astray. Yeast is an active agent
intKH EUHDG ,W LV UHIHUUHG WR DV EHLQJ
whole lump of dough so as to cause the whole lump to rise. It is the same with error.

When allowed to continue it will fill an entire congregation and lead many people away
from the truth (Titus 1:10-11).

. False teachers will bear their judgment (vs. 10).

1. 1 have confidence in you, in the Lord that you will have no other mind i He has
confidence that after reading his defense of the true gospel in this letter they will hold to
what he has written and no longer follow after the false teachers.

2. but he who troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is 4 Whoever was
teaching false doctrine (it does not matter who, for all who teach falsehood are equally
accursed), he will bear his judgment. That judgment has already been stated in Gal. 1:8-9.

. Paul faced persecution because of his preaching (vs. 11-12).
1. And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision pIt may have been claimed by some that
when Paul had Timothy circumcised that meant he had began preaching circumcision (Acts

"DOLYHu

+RZHYHU WKH UHDVRQ 3DXO KDG 7LPRWK\ FLUF

a Jew. In order to become all things to all men (1 Cor. 9:22), Timothy was circumcised so
that the Jews would be willing to hear the gospel from him (Acts 16:3). But Paul did not
command it as a requirement for salvation. Remember that Titus, who was not a Jew, was
not compelled to be circumcised (Gal. 2:3).

2. Why do I still suffer persecution? @ 3 D X O -V oSt BeVjéWE YaWike, in large,
because he turned people away from the Law of Moses 3 he taught that there was no need
for circumcision. Therefore if, after the account with Timothy, Paul began to preach both

FLUFXPFLVLRQ DQG &K UWhbhMWtopgeRXOGQ -W WKH

3. Then the offense of the cross has ceased The message of the cross was offensive to the
Jews. Paul was being persecuted by Jews because he was preaching the message of the cross
to all men. But if Paul had started preaching circumcision then the message of the cross
would have no longer been offensive to the Jews. The persecution would have stopped.

3DbXO:-V SRLQW LV WKDW VLQFH KH LV VWLO

changed and, therefore, circumcision is still worthless for salvation.
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I11.

4.

1 could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off This refers
to the false teachers and those who were turning the Galatians against Paul. Many today are
mistaken in thinking that churches need to have patience when it comes to false teachers.

Give them time to comearound # 7KH WUXWK LV LI RQH LV QRW ILJ
DIJDLQVW *RG 7KXV 3DXO:V GHVLUH KHUH FRQFHUQI
WKHLU IDOVH G Rdé MWdkeQfA# HeVartWdtaDhde WrKtahy. Where

false teachers are not willing to cease their false teachings it is up to the leaders in a

FRQJUH JRMWH Ride WL ~ 7L WXV

Use Your Liberty to Fulfill the Law (5:13-15).
A. Liberty in Christ (vs. 13).

1.

For you, brethren, have been called to liberty pPaul reminds them that God has called

them to be free from the bondage of the world which is sin. That freedom can only be

found in Christ.

only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh piMany feel because they are

free in Christ that they are free to do whatever they want. Paul shows us that even though

we no longer bound by the law of Moses, our freedom in Christ still requires that we walk

righteous in this life. McGarvey explains, "'R QRW WKLQN EHFDXVH \RX DUH IU
GR HYLOu S1J

but through love serve one another W Faith working through loe i LV ZKDW DYDLOV W

are in Christ. Therefore, our standard in Christ is love. If we are to live as those who are

&KULVW:-V ZH PXVW IROORZ *RG-V SDWWHUQ IRU EUR\

B. The law is fulfilled in love (vs. 14).

1.

For all the law is fulfilled in one word pThough the Law of Moses did not make man

righteous, it did instruct man in how to love one another. Jesus said that the entire basis of

the law and prophets was love for God and love for our neighbors (Matt. 22:37-40).

‘'HYHQ LQ WKLV 9T<RX VKDOO QuRathtt thR tylde Qddp JKERU D
the rudimentary principles of the law, the Galatians needed to learn to love their brethren

as Christ loved them. That was the whole emphasis the law. Jesus fulfilled the law by

showing the greatest standard of love ® giving His life for us (John 15:13). If the Galatians

wanted true righteousness they needed to put the rudimentary things of the law aside and

start loving one another as Christ loved them (1 John 3:16).

C. Beware of contention (vs. 15).

1.

But if you bite and devour one another p Those who seek fleshly things and puff
themselves up based on their works will war with one another in an attempt to make
themselves seem greater (James 3:14-16; 4:1-3). The Judaizing teachers only helped to stir
up this sense of combativeness in the minds of the Galatians.

beware lest you be consumed by one another i Such an attitude was in every way
contrary to the love of God. By following the Judaizing teacher the Galatians were actually
moving further away from the righteousness taught in the law. If they continued down that
fleshly path they would soon devour one another and have no hope at all of attaining the
righteousness of God.
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Questions

Lesson Ten

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1. In what were the Galatians to stand fast? What does this mean?

2. :KDW GRHYV bleMbngRdtd2ikdn WoR of bondage p" +RZ ZRXOG D SHUVRQ GR WI
3. What benefit is Christ to those who want to follow the old law? Explain.

4. KDW GRHYV 3D XdQebl: i Be@hok kw1 "

5. :KDW KDSSHQV WR D SHUWRQthY s&dlHDOWhileRQM Kl?S ZL WK &KUL'
6. KDW G RH Voulhd¥ faRetfilhi@race p "

7. Does it matter if a person is circumcised or not when they are in Christa? Why?

8. What is important to those who are in Christ?

9. How were the Galatians being hindered from obeying the truth?

10. :KDW GRHV 3DiXQeaRiHedde a fhble Tump p1 "

11. How would a person use their liberty as an opportunity for the flesh?

12. How does a person fulfill the law in true righteousness?
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Introduction
1.
2.
3.

Lesson Eleven
Galatians 5:16-26

In this section Paul contrasts the works of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit.
If we continue in the works of the flesh then we will not enter the kingdom.

But God is pleased when we are bearing the fruit of the Spirit.

Discussion
Walk in the Spirit Not in the Flesh (5:16-18).
A. Walk in the Spirit (vs. 16a).

I.

1.

1 say then, walk in the Spiritp : KHQ ZH KHDU DQG UHVSRQG WR Wtk
word and live within its guidelines we are walking in the Spirit. It is the standard by which

we walk. &KULVWLDQV DUH JXLGHG E\ WKH 6SLULW EHFD
(1 Cor. 2:10).

And you shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh Al men walk according to some

standard. If we are not walking according to the Spirit the only other standard is the

flesh 3 our personal lusts and desires. If the Spirit is our standard then our lusts and desires

can no longer control us. We must no longer make our decisions based upon the impulse

of our lusts, but upon the righteousness that is revealed by the Spirit of God.

B. The flesh and the Spirit are contrary to one another (vs. 17).

1.

For the flesh lusts against the Spiritp  (YHQ WKRXJK ZH ZDON E\ WKH
tempted by the lusts of our flesh. We are physical beings, this cannot be avoided. Our

physical lusts are often in conflict with what we know to be good and right according to the

Spirit.

and the spirit against the fleshpy 7KRXJK ZH NQRZ ZKDW LV JRRG LC
sometimes urge us to do what is wrong. Our temptations fight against the desire to do

ZKDW LV ULJKW ", ZDQW WR KHOS WKDW SHUVRQ E X\
want to yell and scream at that person, but I know I should show meekness and godliness
LQVWHDG p

and these are contrary to one anothe |~ 7TKH\ DUH FRPSOHWH RSSRVLWH\
conflict with one another, each one struggling to sway us to fulfill its will 3 what is right

vs. what feels good at the moment.

So that you do not do the things that you wish (7 KXV L WouFtRPhby Bt do

things that ye would, for there are two wills within you, and one or other of them must be subdued and

GLVDSSRLQWHGUH. OF*DUYH\ SJ

C. Ifyouare led by Spirit you are not under the law (vs. 18).

1.

But if you are led by the spiritp ,Q WKH FRQIOLFW GHVFULEHG LG
side is going to win in our own lives. We are led by the Spirit when we choose to allow the
Spirit to be victorious and rule over the flesh. We allow our desire for truth and
righteousness to rule over our fleshly lusts by submitting ourselves in obedience to God. As

-HV XV GUHDQ\G\ RoX faliMrHEul «/ X N H
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2. Youare notunder thelawp ,I ZH DOORZ WKH 6SLULW WR EH WK
then there is no need for the law to force us to do something. Before, the law was
necessary to forbid and condemn. But for those who set their hearts on the things of the
Spirit and allow that to be their guide, they no longer need the law of sin and death to bind
them and hold them to what is right (1 Tim. 1:9). They do it freely because their hearts
and desires are conformed to the Spirit of God.

I1. The Works of the Flesh (5:19-21).
A. The works of the flesh described (vs. 19-21 a.)

1. Now the works of the flesh are evidentp  ,W LV JRR GorV R thNfigiRsd W K H
that we can recognize them and cast them off. As one examines the word of God to see
what is good and what is not then compares it to the world around them, it will be very
clear what sort of works are not of God.

2. Which are adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdnesspy 6 H[XDO VLQV LQ ZKLF
their bodies in profane and immoral gestures, movement, and acts.

3. ldolatry, sorceryp  6LQV LQ ZKLFK RQH WXUQV DZD\ IURP *F
someone or something else. When we serve anything that is not the one true God we
become idolaters. This includes things such as Astrology and sorcery 3 the trickery of men.

4. hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrathpy 6 LQV RI DQ HYLO KHDU
neighbor (Matt. 5:22).

5. Selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murdersp  7KLQJV GRQH RXW F
ambition and desires which cause people to war and fight against one another (James 3:14-
16, 4:1-3).

6. drunkenness, revelries, and the likkp 8 QFRQWUROOH GnédbHdrY LRU K
the influence of alcohol or any other drug it matters not, for when we are controlled by
such things the spirit is no longer the controlling force in our lives 3 we are no longer

ZDONLQJ LQ WKH 6SndJihe We LlR'WL%H.‘HBleQistMDe\‘é/ ’
DORQJ ZLWK DQ\ RWKHU WKLQJ WKDW FDXVHV XV WF
work of the flesh.

B. Those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God (vs. 21).

1. of which | tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time pastp 7KH QHHG WR |
the lusts of the flesh was nothing new to the Galatians. Paul taught them to repent of such
things when he first converted them (Acts 26:20). Such should be common knowledge
who comes to Christ.

2. that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God 1 % HFDXVH
they are not of the Spirit those who practice such things cannot inherit the kingdom of
God. Abraham did not do such things. Those who do practice such evil things are not the
seed of Abraham because they do not do the works that he did (John 8:39). Because they
are not his children they cannot receive his inheritance.

I11. The Fruit of the Spirit (5:22-26).
A. The fruit of the Spirit described (vs. 22-23).
1. But the fruit of the Spiritisp  ")UXLWpun KHUH LV VLQJXODU $ SHLU
works of the flesh and not inherit the kingdom of God. But the one who is walking
according to the Spirit will be doing ALL of the following things.
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N

Love, joy, peace i & KD U D F W Hebdd ovr\Webr = WhaA/\Ke BaW thesRtRangs in

our hearts we will be able to fulfill the rest.

longsuffering, kindness, goodnesspy 7KLQJV FRQFHUQLQJ RXU UHOD!
our interaction with our brethren. When we have love, joy and peace, we will be patient

toward our brethren, show them kindness out of love and do good to all.

faithfulness, gentleness, self-controlp 7KLQJV FRQFHUQLQJ RXU SHUV
WR *RG LQ DOO WKLQJY JHQWOHQHVYV REIPIHHNQHVYV
Controlling ourselves so that even when our flesh struggles against the spirit we are still in

control and choose to do the right thing always.

Against such thereisno law @W"1HLWKHU *RG QRU PDQ PDNHV ODZV D.
virtues DV WKHVH EHFDXVH WKH\ ZRUN JRRG.WR DOO DQG LOO

B. 7TKRVH ZKR DUH &KULVW:V KDYH FUXFLILHG WKH IOHVK

1.

2.

$QG WKRVH ZKR DURVEKBKRWEMORQJ WR &KULVW QF
obeyed the gospel (Gal. 3:27), but because their heart belongs to Him as well.

have crucified the flesh with its passions and desiresp  7KH\ KDYH VR VHS
themselves from the works of the flesh that it is as if they are dead to those things. As

Christ died to the world on the cross so we must die to our lusts and fleshly desires (Rom.

6:8-11). God forgives our sins, but it is up to us to separate ourselves from sinful practices

so that the only controlling force in our lives is the spirit. This is the purpose for our

consecration.

C. Let us walk in the Spirit (vs. 25-26).

1.

2.

1f we live in the Spiritp  :H DUH ERUQ RI WKH 6SLULW LQ RXL
6SLULWXDOO\ ZH KDYH Q Hen Qe biduldwlQk iMhloikds df Qe W KH 6 S L
(Rom. 6:4).

Let us also walk in the Spiritp  ,| ZH DUH DOLYH DQG OLYLQJ LQ
manifest the character of the spirit in our manner of life. All that the spirit reveals to us we

GR ZLOOLQJO\ DQG ORYLQJO\ DV LI WKH /RUG:-V ZLOO
Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another @t 7KHVH

are the things that are encouraged by those who seck after the law. They are contrary to

God. But those who seek true righteousness must avoid such tings. While walking in the

spirit, our manner of life must always show love and kindness toward our brethren.

Therefore, if we are conceited (desirous of vain glory, boastful) then our hearts are not set

on the betterment of our brethren or in glorifying God. If we are truly walking in the Spirit

then we will lift one another up and seek to humble ourselves (Rom. 12:16). We will not

provoke one another (irritate, push buttons), but rather strive to do good to all and be

helpful and kind. We will not be envious of what others have but rejoice in their joy and be

thankful for all that God has given us. In all things we will seek to have the mind of Christ

in us.
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Questions

Lesson Eleven

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1. What does it mean to walk in the Spirit?

2. How does one fulfill the lusts of the flesh?

3. What is the relationship between the flesh and the Spirit?

4. Why are those who are led by the Spirit no longer under the law?

5. List the five categories of the works of the flesh and give an example for each:

6. Can a person who practices the works of the flesh inherit the kingdom? Explain.

7. List the three categories of the fruit of the Spirit and describe what part of our lives they affect:

8. What does it mean to be in Christ?
9. How does one crucify the flesh with its passions and desires?
10. What is the difference between living in the Spirit and Walking in the Spirit?

11. What will we not do if we are Walking in the Spirit?
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[esson Twelve

Galatians 6:1-10

Introduction

1. In this section Paul gives some general instructions which make application of the principles previously
discussed.
He shows that our liberty in Christ does include responsibilities.
We have responsibilities toward others as well as ourselves.

Discussion
I. Responsibilities Toward Our Brethren (6:1-3).
A. Ifa man is overtaken in any trespass (vs. 1).

1. Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass 4 The word overtaken means,
"VXUSULVH«RI KLV EHLQJ FDXJKW XS E\ WKH WUHVS
FROQWUDVW ZLWK WKH SUHPHGKW RMMHGAELSON\W LFH RI
LYV EURXJKW XQH[SHFWHGO\ LQWR FRQWDFW ZLWK D VWURQJ
WR VLQ-u =PHaullb deScdibing a situation where one observes his brother being
overtaken by temptation, caught up in the moment, perhaps unaware that has been or is
GRLQJ VRPHWKLQJ VLQ Xk step Xlmder @ VOLL@Q HW D WWHKHYV JIX
to all trespasses which are of the works of the flesh.

2. You who are spiritualp 7KLV LV LQ UHIHUY raifgkh W RirdK H RQH
opposed to the brother who has entered into the works of the flesh. You who have not
committed such a trespass, who are still walking in the Spirit. This applies to any and every
member of the church that so walks, not just the leaders.

3. Testore such a one in a spirit of gentlenesspy 5SHVWRUH PHDQV WR "UHSD!
6WURQJ-V "WR PHQG WR IXUQLVK FRPSOHWHO\u
WUHVSDVV KDV VWXPEOHG IDO OH QneelsrkdtbfhgrS L U LW XL
mending. Those who are still whole and walking according to the spirit have a duty to
mend that brother by making his sin known to him and helping him up out of it. Such an
act cannot be done in arrogance where the spiritual brother puffs himself up. It happens so
often today that brethren become haughty when they see one another in sin so as to exalt
themselves above the sinner. It must not be so. Correction must be done in a spirit of
gentleness and meekness.

4. tonsidering yourself lest you also be temptedp 7KH SHUVRQ GRLQJ WKH U
remember that he too is susceptible to temptation and therefore must consider himself
before he approaches his brother. He should not feel as if that which overtook his brother
couldneverove UWDNH KLP ', ZRXOG QHYHU GR VXFK D WKLC
PHu :H PXVW UHFRJQL]H RXU RZQ ZHDNQHVV ZKHQ
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall u &RU

B. %HDU RQHrQYRWKHU: -V E
1. % HDU RQH DQRWKHKWUH-EXXEBHEPQY WKH VLQ PHQWLRQ|
rather the hardship of overcoming that sin. Some brethren may desire to cast off the
sinning brother quickly and so retrain their sense of righteousness (or in this case self-

ULIJKWHRXVQHVYV 2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG VRPH PD\ EF
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sinning brother fend for himself. Neither course is the proper one. We must humble

ourselves so as to bear the burden, the hardship, and the labor of helping our brother up

out of the mire of their trespass. We must not think it beneath us to sacrifice self in order

to lift up another.

and so fulfill the law of Christpy ,Q IROORZLQJ WKH DERYH SDWW
Christ, for He bore our burdens while we were in trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1). Thus,

when we bear the burden of our brother we are following in the example of Christ. We

are humbling ourselves and working to restore such a one in the same spirit with which

Christ restoredus, aV-+H VD\V Rk MJL)PkA/u}J‘&IQ/du and learn from Me, for I am

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls |A ODWW ,Q WKLV P
will love one another just as Christ loved us 3 the law of Christ is love (John 13:34;

15:12).

C. Ifanyone thinks himself to be something (vs. 3).

1.

1f anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothingp 7KLV LV LQ FRQW
the meckness we must have while restoring our brother. "« VR JRRG WKDW KH FDQQRYV
or so strong that he cannot fall, or so perfect that he will never need the patience and sympathy of his
EUHWKUHQ ZKHQ LQ UHDOLW\ KHVd MusQiei¥iKbeiQthdqt inOF*D U Y H\
ourselves we have no wisdom or power but only by the grace and wisdom of God do we

overcome sin.

he deceives himself p ,1 ZH WKLQN WKDW VRPHKRZ ZH VWDQG
are great in and of ourselves, we are overconfident and so deceive ourselves. It is God who

holds us up.

II. Responsibilities toward Ourselves (6:4-6).

A. Let each one examine his own work (vs. 4).

1.

But let each one examine hisownwork g “"2XU RZQ ZRUNVu DV RSSRVHC
We are not to compare ourselves with our brethren and thereby seek an opportunity to

gloat over their weaknesses. It is common among men to feel justified when comparing

themselves to others. Such was the attitude encouraged by the Judaizing teachers. But Paul

commands us to turn our examination upon ourselves. “$ PDQ FDQ SURYH KLV RZC
EULQJLQJ LQ WKH WWYXWORILAR®&/ R ZRUGXNRQ IRU JUDQWHG L
prove himself (1 Cor. 11:28), not with the hope of any worthiness in himself, but rather to reassure

KLPVHOI WKDW KH LV LQ WKH |IDLMiKis how&WRUre to conpided LSVFRPE
ourselves according to verse 1.

and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone and not in anotherp  5DWKHU WKL
rejoicing that we are better than someone else, when we have examined our own works

we can take joy in the fact that we are doing Go G-V ZLOO UDWKHU WKDQ UHI
appear to be better than someone else. In so doing we will not exalt ourselves above our

brethren. Paul is not encouraging self-righteous joy. His entire point here is to keep us

from exalting ourselves against one another; to avoid judging according to fleshly standards

of greatness and becoming puffed up toward one another. He commands us to examine our

RZQ ZRUNV DJDLQVW *RG:-V ZRUG UDWKHU WKDQ DJDL
For each one shall bear hisown load p :H &dunHbldYor our own work. When

restoring a brother in a spirit of meekness we help them bear their burden. But in

HIDPLQDWLRQ RI RXUVHOYHV ZH PXVW SD\ DWWHQWL

we are too busy criticizing someone else we are neglecting our own accountability.
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B. Let him who is taught share in all good things with him who teaches (vs. 6).

1.

Let him who is taught thewordp 7KRVH ZKR UHFHLYH WKH WHDFK
another. Paul is placing those who are taught under obligation.

Share in all gOOd thingS with him who teaches V] Those who are taught are under obligation

WR KHOS WKH WHDFKHU E\ VKDULQJ ZLWK KLP DOO JRRG WK
QHFHVVDU\ WKLQJV«7KLV GRibYTh tRit\eathdFcimdsGhid faV/ 1BokeU LW XD O |
VDFUHG DQG KDV WKLV LQWHUHVW IDU PRUMN SBeWIsKHDUW W |
1 Tim. 5:17-18; Luke 10:7; 1 Cor. 9:4-7, 14; 1 Thess. 5:12.

I11. Do not Grow Weary in Doing Good (6:7-10).
A. God is not mocked (vs. 7a).

1.

Do no be deceivedp "*RG LV QRW GHFHLYHG E\ IDOVHTI®&SHDUDQFH
reference to those who feel they can shirk their responsibility before God and get away

with it.

God is not mockedp :H FDQ QalR With & HlWefddce to the next verse, we

cannot think that we will sow one thing and reap another. God has set forth His pattern

concerning the teaching and receiving of His word. He will not be mocked by those who

feel they can “GHI\ KLP EQJR¥HUBOGRY DQG DUUDQJHPHQWVH /LSVI

B. What a man sows, that he will also reap (vs. 7b-8).

1.

For whatever a man sows that also willhe reapp  :H VRZ PDQ\ WKLQJV )L
this refers to the efforts and resources that we put into achieving a goal. Like planting seed

in order to reap corn, we plant or sow our efforts in order to reap the reward. In the

context Paul is still speaking of the need for those who are taught to share in all good things

with those who teach. He uses this same analogy in 2 Cor. 9:6.

For he who sows to his flesh will of his flesh reap corruption pIf we sow our time,

efforts, and recourses in fleshly things then we will reap the reward (or rather

consequences) of living fleshly lives. If we sow into fleshly indulgences and worldly things

then we will reap the corruption that comes from such things. “+H ZKR VRZV WKH DFWL
WKRXJKWY DQG PRQH\ DQG HQHUJLHV RI KLV OLIH WR WKH
(Lipscomb, pg. 280). We must not be deceived. If we sow to fleshly things we will not reap

spiritual benefits.

but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life © % XW LI ZH GH)
the things that last, which are the spiritual things, then we must sow our time, efforts, and

recourses in spiritual things. What we are taught consists of spiritual things. Thus it is

necessary for us to share with those who are taught so that we can continue to reap the

benefits of the word. But our sowing must also go beyond that. The Christian must in all

things sow his efforts to the work of the Lord and so, in the end, receive the bountiful
KDUYHVW RI WK H'beﬂe}ﬂré( zb.)/\AéIovRﬂbreKuIan,Vbe @%DﬂEtRzﬂaovaEIe, always

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord A Cor.

15:58).

C. Let us not grow weary while doing good (vs. 9).

1.

And let us not grow weary in doing gopodpn  ,I1 ZH DUH VRZLQJ WR VSLUL
not grow wearing in doing that. Weary LV GHILQHG "WR EtdloeHDU\ LQ
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FRXUDJH 10DJ IDLQWpun 7KD\HU -XVW DV WKH IDUPI
we must not grow mentally tired in doing those things which are good.

For in due season we shall reapp :KHQ WKH IDUPHU SHUVLVWYV KH |
in the appropriate season. In like manner, if we continue on in sowing that which is good

then we will reap the benefits of those good things when the season of our harvest has

come. Our reward, our harvest, is mentioned in verse 8 3 everlasting life

ifwe donotlose heartpy :H FDQQRW TXLW ZH PXVW FRQWLQXFE
middle of planting and expect to reap a full harvest. We must take courage, set our minds

on the things above and seek them fervently always.

D. As we have opportunity, let us do good to all (vs. 10).

1.

Therefore, as we have opportunity letusdogoodtoallp $V D FRQFOXVLRQ RI
line of reasoning, we must sow to the Spirit. We must labor on and not grow weary. We

must be opened to every opportunity to sow. Just as the farmer sows see, we sow our

efforts in righteousness: spiritual growth, helping our brethren, good works in general.

Goodp LV WKDW ZKLFK LV IURP *RG :H PXVW VHHN HY
pleasing to God. This is our individual responsibility. As having the mind of Christ we must

desire and pursue that which is good for all men.

especially to those who are of the household of faithp  ,Q RXU SXUVXLW RI GR
must give special emphasis to doing good to those who are the household of faith. We are

seeds of Abraham (his children) by faith. Therefore, those who are of the household of faith

are those who have become children of God by faith in Jesus Christ. The house of God,
DFFRUGLQJ WR 7 L P Since you hake Yuri¥dKolt sdalfinXoAdyingkhe truth

through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart |1 3HW

1:22).
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Questions

Lesson Twelve

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1. What does it mean for a man to be caught up in a trespass?

2. :KR DUH WKRVH ZKR DUH "VSLULWXDOW"

3. What does is mean to restore a person?

4. What must our attitude be when we restore a person? Explain.

5. Why must we consider ourselves when restoring another person?

6. +tRZ GR ZH EHDU rR&H DQRWKHU -V EX

7. Why is it important that each person examine his own works?

8. :KDW GLG 3DXO PHDQ E\ "*RG LV QRW PRFNHG"u
9. How does one sow to the flesh?

10. How does one sow to the Spirit?

11. What does it mean for one to grow weary in doing good? Why must we not grow weary?

12. To whom should we seek to do good?
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Introduction

[ esson T hirteen

Galatians 6:11-18

1. In this last section of his epistle Paul gives one final rebuke to those who would bind circumcision.

2. He shows us that we have no place to glory in the flesh, but that our glorying should only be in the cross

of Christ.

3. He finishes with a final blessing and farewell.

Discussion

I. Final Rebuke of Judaizing Teachers (6:11-13).
A. Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh (vs. 11-12).

1.

See with what large letters | have written to you with my own hand p :LWK WKLV
statement Paul seeks to emphasize the importance of his letter in the minds of the

Galatians. It was customary for Paul to dictate his letters and for one of his companions to

write it down. Paul would then sign the letter as proof of its authenticity (2 Thess. 3:17).

Beginning here it would seem that Paul has taken the pen in his own hand. This is meant to

create the desired emphasis. The Galatians were in such spiritual danger and the subject

matter of this epistle so necessary that they could not afford to take it lightly.

As many as desire to make a good showing in the fleshpy 'UDZLQJ KLV OHWWHI
Paul makes some conclusions about the subject matter and the false teacher mentioned in
his discussion. These false teachers desired to make a good showing in the flesh. That is,

they wanted to create a scenario that would make them look favorable according to fleshly

standards.

these would compel you to be circumcisedp %\ FRPSHOQds @Jbe WKH *DC
circumcised the Judaizing teachers would gain glory for themselves. When men are

converted into Christ they give glory to Him. But those who are circumcised give glory to

the one who compels them to be circumcised. Paul is here showing the Galatians that the

teachers that promised them righteousness were only seeking their own vain glory. They

had no desire for true righteousness or for the salvation of the Galatians.

only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christp %\ FilzFh& HO O
Galatians to be circumcised the false teachers would have been found favorable in the eyes

of the Jews and therefore avoid the persecution which had arisen against the cross.

Remember that Peter played the hypocrite in chapter two by separating from the Gentiles

E HF D XeVidd thlfelbho were of the circumcision I Y V 3DXO DSSOLHV WKD
to the false teachers among the Galatians, warning them to beware and avoid their

teachings.

B. Not even those who are circumcised keep the law (vs. 13).

1.

For not even those who are circumcised keep the lawp 7KH IDOVH WHDFKHU -
was purely for self preservation. It was evident they really had no zeal for the law. They
GLGQ-W FDUH DERXW WKH ULJKWéﬂeRiPﬁg\zﬁQGdléﬁMsiRl WKH O

order to save their own necks. "7KLV REYLRXV LQVLQFHULW\ FRXOG UH
HIWHQGHG K\SRFULV\p /LSVFRPE S3J
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2. but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in the fleshp 7KH
Judaizing teachers only desired to use the Galatians as trophies, as one boasts in the prize of
their efforts to be seen by men. "«EXW WKH\ GLG LW WKDW WKH\ PLJKW

unconverted Jews how they were making Jews out of Gentile Christians. Thus their motives were not

UHOLJLRXVY DQG KRO\ EXW EDVH DQG VHOILVKu OF*DUYH\

II. Glory Only in the Cross of Christ (6:14-15).
A. God forbid that I should boast except in the cross (vs. 14).

1. But God forbid that I should boastp 3D XO LV F R-QNHJ MavadédoQht WKH VH
IDOVH WHDFKHUV ZLWK WKH SXUH PRWLYHV RI WUXH
Galatians, but he did not seek to boast in them as the false teachers did. The others may
glory in their wicked deeds, but Paul had nothing to glory in concerning them. For their
conversion was not the result of any strength of Paul, but God (1 Cor. 3:6).

2. ‘except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christpy 7KH SRZHU RI VDOYDWLRQ
Only through faith in Jesus Christ can any man be saved. Therefore there is absolutely no
fleshly thing a man can attribute to their own greatness. The Judaizing teachers would have
given themselves glory for their achievement in converting the Galatian Gentiles over to
Judaism. But this is vanity in the sight of God. The only thing worthy of glory is the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ. If any man seeks glory in anything other than the cross of Christ
then his motives are not pure and his desire is solely for worthless things.

3. By whom the world has been crucifiedtomep 7KH ZRUOG KDG EHFRPH G
was no longer a motivating force in his life. As he said in Phil. 3:8 I count all things loss for
WKH H[FHOOHQFH RTheW WatinotNif) R ZhOwbill It PRl hddkdJ LV W
esteem.

4. and Il totheworld p 6LQFH WKH ZRUOG QR ORQJHU KHOG D
participated in the things of the world but had completely cast them off. His sole desire and
effort was for the kingdom of God in Christ Jesus. Therefore no fleshly thing was of any
value to him.

B. In Christ fleshly things avail nothing (vs. 15).
1. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anythingp  +HUH
he explains his reasoning for the above statement. In Christ, physical attributes are
worthless. "% HLQJ D -HZ RU *HQWLOH GRHV QRW DIIHFW. D PDQ -V
With the Jews circumcision was everything. In their minds, that was what made them
children of Abraham. As a figure, it was the boat that carried them across the river. But in
Christ the river has been dried up and now a bridge stands for all to cross. A person can use

the boat all the want, but it is not going to get them anywhere. It will not avail anything.
2. Butanewcreationp 7KH RQO\ WKL Qust Wikr D Mfso? 8 WhEHAI V L Q &t

QHZ FUHDWLRQmaWiK}.DWR\M@H\ EHW&EMVS@VY@‘KW\SR[PYH ’
DQG WKDWnWideH\ FRW RQ D *+RZ LV WKLV SRVVLI

which is obedient to Christ (Gal. 3:26-29). ,Tbergfore, _from now on, we regard no one according

to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no

longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new |1 & RU7).
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I11.

Final Blessing and Farewell (6:16-18).
A. As many as walk according to this rule (vs. 16).

1.

And as many as walk according to thisrulep 7KH UXOH RU VWDQGDUG F
Separating themselves from the world only to glory in the cross of Christ. This is the rule

that is to govern those who are new creatures in Christ.

peace and mercy be uponthemp 7R WKRVH ZKR SXW QR VWRFN LQ
seek the spiritual, peace and mercy be upon them. This peace is that which is found only in

Christ. It is the peace between man and God for those who have their sins washed away. It

is the peace that all men have with one another in Christ, whether they be Jew or Gentile,

since the enmity that once divided them has been taken away in Christ (Eph. 2:14-22). It is

the peace of mind each person can have as they trust in the living God (Phil. 4:6-7).

and upon the Israel of Godp 7KHUH zZDV D SK\VLFDO ,VUDHO VWI
the Israel of bondage, children of the bondwoman (Gal. 4:25). But that physical nation was

no longer of God for they rejected God and His Son (Rom. 9:6). The Israel of God consists

of those who have become children of Abraham through faith in Christ Jesus. As they are a

new creation, they have the peace of God.

B. Let no one trouble me (vs. 17).

1.

From now on let no one troublemepy 6 RPH KDG WURXEOHG 3DXO FRQ
an apostle and the sincerity of his preaching. Concerning these things he has established

beyond a doubt in his letter that his authority and gospel are from God. Let them not

trouble him any more.

for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus p ":H KDYH KHUH D ILIJXUH W
life of a slave, who, in that day, was often branded with his master's name, so as to insure his recovery

VKRXOG KH DWWHP SWS8MW Raullb¥1én@e8 bbuChrB tHatUnvésHathere his

loyalties were (Gal. 1:10). He bore in his body the marks of a slave. The physical stripes

that he received through persecution were evidences of his complete devotion to Christ as

an apostle. Read also 2 Cor. 11:23-27.

C. Farewell (vs. 18).

1.

Brethrenp ,Q VSLWH RI WKHLU EHLQJ OHG DVWUD\ DQ
apostleship into question, Paul bore no resentment of them. He shows here a continued

love and desire for them as his brethren. Such is an example of the attitude he commanded

of us in Gal. 6:1-2.

the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit @"+H KDV H[DOWHG WKH VS
the body,thH TOHVK DQG HPSKDVL]HV WKDW KH SUD\V WKDW *RG-
pg. 289). So we must learn to view the spirit as greater than the flesh that we may walk

according to the spirit and seek after spiritual things. This flesh will be done away with, but

WKH VSLULW LV IRUHYHU $V ZH KDYH VSLULWXDO Ol
with our spirits.

Amen f " 6R EH LWpu OHW LW EH GRQH :KDW KH KDG ZUL
*RG-V ZLOO IRUdRpQent uypdh thbfeSWHdHW WM Hurn and fight against

God. It expressed blessings upon those who lived for God. So let all of those things be done

according to the will of God.
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Questions

Lesson Thirteen

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1. What was Paul talking about in 6:11?

2. :KDW GRHYV ukitW gh3dHhby@Qy iWHRflesh L "

3. How would this good showing have helped the false teachers to avoid persecution?
4. Did those who compelled the Galatians to be circumcised really keep the law? Explain.
5. What did Paul boast in? Explain.

6. How was the world crucified to Paul?

7. How was Paul crucified to the world?

8. Are physical attributes such as circumcision of any value in Christ? Explain.

9. What is important in Christ?

10. What rule was Paul talking about in 6:16?

11. How had men troubled Paul?

12. What nature (physical or spiritual) did Paul emphasize in 6:18? Why is this important?
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3DXO:-V (DUO\ 7UDYHOV\




Outline of the Book of Galatians

Chapter One

l. 3DXO:V *UHWLQJ

I. Only One Gospe(1:610).

. The 'LYLQH 2ULJLQ RWW:3BAAO:-V *RVSHO

V. Paul Separated as an Apostle by the Will of God {li613

V. 3DXO:V 5HODWLRQVKLS W-RIWKH 2WKHU $SRVWOHYV
Chapter Two

l. Paul Travels to Jerusalem with Barnabasb)2:1

. Paul and His Apostleship Baived by the Other Apostles (2®).

. Peter and Others Caught Up in Hypocrisy (2:3)L

V. Paul Withstands Peter In The Presence of All (14

Chapter Three

l. 3DXO:V &RQFHUQ IRU WKH 6SLULWXDO &RQGLWLRQ RI WKH *
. Justification by Faith (395.

. Freed from the Curse of the Law (314).

V. Christ, the Promised Seed of Abraham (3:8p

V. The Purpose of the Law (3:28).

VI. Sons of God through Faith, and Heirs According to the Promise23)26
Chapter Four

l. They had been as Children, No Differéman Slaves (43).

. In Christ they have Received the Adoption as Son and are No Longer SlaXes (4:4
. They were Turning again to the Weak and Beggarly thingkl(4:8

V. 3bXO:V '"HVLUH WKDW WRBH\ %H /LNH +LP
V. 3DXO:V /IDERU WKDWe& KUHem\4:1@D). EH )RUP
VI. The Promise and the Law lllustrated by Sarah and HagarAy21

VIl.  The Children of Freedom and the Children of Bondage (3138
Chapter Five

l. Stand Fast in the Liberty of Christ (6)1

. Let No One Hinder You (5:12).

"l. Use Your liberty to Fulfill the Law (5:11%).

V. Walk in the Spirit (5:14.38).

V. The Works of the Flesh (5:121).

VI. The Fruit of the Spirit (5:226).

Chapter Six

l. Responsibilities Toward Our Brethren (8)1

I. Responsibilities toward Our Selves-&:4

. Do not Grow Wery in Doing Good (6:I0).

V. Final Rebuke of Judaizing Teachers (@3)1

V. Glory Only in the Cross of Christ (6:18).

VI. Final Blessing and Farewell (618).
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Outline of Paul s Pre-Missionary Activities

Introduction

1. Paul is most well known for his missionary journeys which began in Acts 13.

2. However, we are first introduced to Paul in the final verses of Acts 7 (he was still named Saul) where
we find him holding the coats of those who stoned Stephen.

3. From there his journey is eventful and includes some details about his life that are not well known.
In the first chapter of his epistle to the Galatians Paul describes his life before his missionary journeys in
order to prove his apostleship. It is here that we learn the significance of those events.

Discussion
I. 3DXO:V &RQGXFW LQ -XGDLVP %HIRUH KAV:1&RQRYHUVLRQ
A. Saul was well educated as a Jew.
1. He studied under Gamaliel, one of the great teachers of his day (Acts 22:3).
2. 4nd I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more
exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers L~ * D O
B. Saul consented to the death of Stephen and held the coats of those who stoned him
(Acts 7:57-60).
C. Saul was one of the most active persecutors of the church (Acts 8:1-3).

II. 6DXO-V &RQYHUVLRQ
A. *RG KDG SODQV IRU 3DXO ZKHQ +H VHSDUDWHG KLP IUF

1. This does not speak of any predestination for salvation. It simply means that God had a
specific purpose for him.

2. This same thing was said of Samson (Judges 13:1-5), Jeremiah (Jer. 1:5), and John the
Baptist (Luke 1:13-17).

B. Saul was called through the grace of God (Gal. 1:15).

1. He had greatly persecuted the church for the name of Christ, but God had grace upon him.

2. When he was on the road to Damascus Jesus appeared to him.

3. Three days later, Ananias was sent to Saul and at that time he was baptized (Acts 9:17-18).

4. It is important to note that nothing was ever said about Ananias preaching the gospel to
Saul. Paul makes this clear in Gal. 1:11-12.

C. God purposed that Saul would be set as an apostle.

1. The conversion of Saul was unusual because he was means to be an apostle.

2. It was required of apostles by the very nature of their commission (Acts 1:8) that they bear
witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ and receive the gospel directly from Him.

3. 6DX0O:V FRQYHUVLRQ zZzDV VR GLIIHUHQW IURP WKH R
fulfilled these very qualifications.

4. He bore witness of Christ when he saw Him on the road to Damascus, and received the
gospel by the revelation of Christ from that time on. The truth of this is seen in this post-
conversion travels.

IIL. 6 D X O - MoBvirrMdN/Pre-missionary Journey Travels.
A. In Gal. 1:16 Paul emphasizes the fact that he did not confer with other men to learn about his
gospel. As an apostle, he received the gospel directly from Christ.
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Iv.

Rather than going to Jerusalem to the other apostles, Saul went up to Arabia and then returned
again to Damascus (Gal. 1:17, this probably took place between Acts 9:20-23 before he was
force to flee Damascus).

Three years after his conversion Saul went up to Jerusalem where he met Peter and James for

the first time (Gal. 1:19; Acts 9:23-26).

1. He was in Jerusalem for only fifteen days.

2. While there he met none of the other apostles, save Peter.

3. These combined with the fact that his time was mostly spent in preaching to the Hellenists
(Acts 9:29) provide greater evidence that Saul received nothing in the way of teaching from
the other apostles.

After fifteen days in Jerusalem and being in danger from the Hellenists, Saul was sent by the

brethren to Caesarea (Acts 9:30).

From Caesarea Saul traveled to Tarsus in the region of Cilicia (Acts 9:30; Gal. 1:21).

After Saul had been Tarsus for some time, Barnabas went there to find him (Acts 11:25), then

the two of then traveled together to Antioch of Syria (Acts 11:26).

Saul in Antioch (Acts 11:25-26; 12:25 ; Gal. 1:21)

A.

B.

Saul and Barnabas remained in Antioch for one year working with the church there (Acts
11:26).

At that time the disciples sent Saul and Barnabas with financial aid for the churches in Judea
who were affected by the famine in that region.

After fulfilling their ministry Saul and Barnabas were joined by John Mark and returned to
Antioch where they continued to teach in the church there (Acts 12:25-13:1).

. From Antioch Saul and Barnabas were commissioned by the Holy Spirit and the church to take

to the gospel to the Gentile nations. They also took John Mark with them (Acts 13:1-4).

During the early part of this first missionary journey Saul became known as Paul.

1. They are the same name.

2. Saul is Hebrew, Paul is Greek.

3. The Greek name would allow him better opportunity to preach among the Gentiles
(1 Cor. 9:22).




