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Introduction
To the Book of [@hans

History of the churches in Galatia: Acts 134

"1RZ ZKHQ 3DXO DQG FRapkosS D Graeks\bElided. Blt @hel uhBelReving Jews stirred up
they came tBerga in Pamphylig and John, the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the
departing from them, returned to Jerusalem. Bathren. Therefore they stayed there a long time,
when they departed fr@@rga they came to speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness
Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogu® the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders
on the Sabbath day and sat down... to be done by their hands. But the multitude of the

"6R ZKHQ WKH -HZV ZHQW cRyX\As @videt:Kobirt Mdeg DvitiRtieXIews, and part
the Gentiles begged that these words mighwithethe apostles. And when a violenttattasnp
preached to them the next Sabbath. Now whem#de by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their
congregation had broken up, many of tendewsulers, to abuse and stone them, they became aware
devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas,oivhib,and fled thystra andDerbe, cities of
speaking to them, persuaded them to continue inyt@®nia and to the surrounding region. And they
grace of God. On the next Sabbath almost the wieotepreaching the gospel there...
city came together to hear the word of God. But”" 7KH Q - HZntioth & Econium came
when the Jews saw the multitudes, they wlere fillere; and having persuaded the multitudes, they
with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming,stoeyed Paul and dragged him out of the city,
opposed the things spoken by Paul. Then Pasuppdsing him to be dead. However, when the
Barnabas grew bold and said," It was necessadysthples gathered around him, he rose up and went
the word of God should be spoken to you firstjriot the city. And the next day he depatited w
since you reject it, and judge yourselves uriwortBgrnabas Berbe. And when they had preached the
everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.gesipel to that city and made many disciples, they
so the Lord has commanded us: 'l have set yaetasnad toLystra, Iconium, and Antioch,
light to the Gentiles, that you should be for salvatrengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting
to the ends of the earth.” Now when the Gentliesn to continue in the faith, and saying, "We must
heard this, they were glad and glthé&iecrd of throuyp many tribulations enter the kingdom of
the Lord. And as many as had been appoint€bdd So when they had appointed elders in every
eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord efagch, and prayed with fasting, they commended
being spread throughout all the region. But the thews to the Lord in whom they had believed. And
stirred up the devout and prominent women andftee they had passed thieigghia they came to
chief men of the city, raised up pemeagdinst Pamphylia. Now whethey had preached the word
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them fromitheerca, they went down Adtalia. From there
region. But they shook off the dust from their fieey sailed téntioch, where they had been
against them, and camdcdoium. And the commended to the grace of God for the work which
disciples were filled with joy and with the Htilgy had completed. Now when they had come and
Spirit. gathered the church together, thetedept that

"1RZ LW KD&SihQtHab theydwent God had done with them, and that He had opened
together to the synagogue of the Jews, and sotepakeor of faith to the Gentiles. So they stayed there
that a great multitude both of the Jews and ofh® RQJ WLPH ZLWK WKH GLVFLSOH




3DXO:-V )LUVW OLVVLRQDU\ -RXUQH\

The Occasion of Writing

$V VHHQ LOXQWHR NV 3RV ILUVW PLVVLRQDU\ MRXUQH\ 3D
through the southern region of Galatia in which were located most of the cities mentioned in Acts che
13 and 14. Thepistle to the Galatians wrdten to all of the U FKHV LQ WKia¥heUHJLRQ
churchest 3IDXO-V PDQQHU LQ WKLY OHWWHU VXJJHVWYV D IDPLOL
one who had converted thére have preached«@ you tHe«gospel that was preacked by me
(2:11).7KHLU SUHYLRXV ORYH IRU KLP LV HYLGHE€E¥®ed QinvaKdnW 3D
angelof GodDQG ZRXOG KDYH HYHQ SOXFNHG RXW WKHLU H\HV IF
WKDW KH FIitle Ehwdréd K B éhdkbkethrén. It is no wonder then ghgpws great surprise
in the fadhat shortly aftédrey had received the gospel frothdyirwere turning aside ifeerent
gospg(1:6)

Judaizing teachers (men who claimed to be Christians but cbethescédeto the Law of Moses)
ZHUH WHDFKLQJ WKDW PHQ QHHGHG WR EH FLUFXPFLVHG WR
these false teachers in Acts $81IG FHUWDLQ PHQ FDPH GRZQ IURP -XGHD I
circoncised according to the custom of Moses, yal canroKbebsdheZHUH DOVR VRPH F
EULQJLQJ LQWR TXHVWLRQ 3Mdyidg that @d vEak ot aRrue3dpaédisovheD SRV W
of the Galatian Christians were believinghihem his letter, Paul shows great passion and concern for
the Galatians as he defends his apostleship and exposes the error of the Judadintaieatheys.
PHVVDJH LV IRXSxad fag thddeddre in the liberty by whichdehtstftes snd do not be
entangled again with a yoke ofilbondage.




Time and Place of the Writing

The exact date of the writitgi®fepistle is uncertaasedl on the similarities between this and the
epistles to the Corinthians and to the Ronamsamelade with reasonable certairtyésatvritten
duringhesame time period asothers. That would have beemeen 56 ab8 A.DWe have no way
of determining his location at the time of writing.

The Author

$V VWD WRaA, anCGapegnot from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God th
who raised Him from the gead) was born a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin (Rom. 11:1). He was very
zealous for the traditions of the Jews (Gal. 1:14). In his eatrgiyedrsriger Gamaliel, one of the
greatest Jewish teachers of the day (Acts 22:3). Though Paul was a Jew he was also born a Romal
(Acts 22:28), which held significant privilege in the Roman world. Among the Jews Paul was a Phari:
sect of Jevilsat believed in the resurrection (Acts 23:6). He was converted in Acts 9. As a Jew, Paul \
known as Saul. The two names mean the same thing; Saul is Hebrew, Paul is Greek. He became kr
Paul as he began to preach to the Greek (GentilepoestibBDin

7KH IDFW WKDW 3DX@ DIIRHWOMR &R R®VHMRIPDFKHQ QRU WKUR
is of some significafitat Paul was chosen by Jesus Christ as an apostle to the Gentiles can be see
Acts 9 and 22. He descrikdsP V 6@ bobh\but of dieinl Q &RU KDYLQJ EHHQ
to see the resurrected Jésuwitness Christ after His resurrectianneasssary requiremeheof
apostledor they were the ambassselarfrom His presendeetr witness of His resurrection to all the
world(Acts 1:8). In order fihis to be possible it was necessary for them to see Jesus resurrected wit
their own eye®aul wasdhlast to fulfill this requirement as Christ appeared to him on the road to
Danascus in Acts 9. Heclwasen by Christ Hintselfear witness of Him to the Gert@tesfor he is a
chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For | will
things he must suffer fIomidy sake $ F WI18).

As an apostle, chosen by Jesus, we know that the wordthieepedtld are inspired of Guoal.
authenticity of his apostleship has been thoroughly established by evidence which Paul sets forth
letter, as heods in some other letters as Miadlve become a fool in boasting; you have compelled me.
ought to have been commended by you; for in nothing was | behind the most eminent apostles, thc
Truly the signs of an apostle wehnederoongisou with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and migh
(2Cor.12:11 7KXV DV KH UHP L QfGuky@nevihitks hinfselfli@Qbd & hrBpQey or spiritual,
let him acknowledge that the things which | writetonandareriteeatdhe L©od. 14:37).

For these reasons we study the epistle to the Galatiansspg éthsotideof God.




Introduction

Lesson One
Galatians XD

1. In this section Paul gives his greeting which is customary in al.of his epistl
2. He then introduces his reason for writing thi8 legistlencern that the Galatians were being
deceived by a different gospel.

Discussion

. 3DXO-V *UHBIWLQJ
A. 3DX0O-V DSRMWIGKY.KLS DQG D

1.

Not from men nor through man + H Z ppoirged Wy the authority of men to the
apostleship of Jesus Christ. If Paul were merely appointed by men then he would have
authority in the kingdom as an apostlevordipostimeanambassadme sent out

fromthe presence of another. Theeapmste ambassadors for Christ, sent out from His
presence to bear witness of His resurrection to all the world (Acts 1:8). But if Paul wer
appointed by men then he would have no authority because he would not have come fr
the presence of Jesus €lmesivould have been an impostor. Some were claming this to
be true in an attempt to turn the Galatians away from the gospel which Paul preached
them. We know for a fact, however, that Paul wamstkeysetpart by Christ.

but through Jesus Chrand God the Fathgr 3 D X Cedolthé @kLivtétted Jesus

in Acts 9He was sent by Jesus personally to preach. thesgesgaatl those whom

He sent He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejec
Him Wwo sent Me /X NH ame7akthoritMvas given to Paul, for he was sent by
Jesus to be His apostle to the Gentiles (Adi8)26tid&refore Paul had authority to
command the things written in this epistle (1 Thess. 4:8).

who raised Him fromé¢hdeaqty % HFDXVH Rl WKH IDOVH GRFWULC
this letter it is necessary to emphasize the source of our salvation and the source of
power unto salvation. gkVSHO LV *RG:-V SRZHU XQWR VDOYDYV
which we are sdvby Jesus Christ who died and whom God raised from the dead.
Therefore it is to Hiaonethat we owe ouwés (Gal. 2:20e is the One with all
authority.

B. 3DXO:V JURBHWLQJ YV

1.

2.

And all the brethren who are with me 3DXO ZDV R IWHQmMEaRiémR.PSD QL
They often shared in struggles and in concerns for the Christians that they ministered tc
the word of God (1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Cor. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1; et. al).

Grace to you and peace from God the Rath6t KLV ZDV D WHi¢hHPEUD O JUH |
XVHG LQ KLV HSLWWODB VG HYUD R HI RvH (& keHIPOR thén.V JR R C
Indeed, this should be the desire of all Christians for one another. We know that when v
KROG WR WKH oMdandwerkaiR faithRuGto\VHitggrace will be upon us.

" 3 H D F HarmbniouB relationgdriguietness. This is a condition that can only come
from God anbe attained by those who seek suchrpdeceinity of thei® by

agreeing in all things according to the word of Gat10;Eph. 4:2, 3).




3. and our Lord Jesus Chpst 7KRXJK WKHUH EH WXUPRLO DQG SH

shows ubatwe can have a sense oftheawgh our relationship with. Gedl v XV KDG D
peace and quite of soul arising from his unionawithi®ottust and confidence in him that nothing
could disturb (Lipscomb, pg.. 18@)gives us this peace as well (John 14:27).

C. The glorification of the Father and SeB)(vs. 4

1. Who gave Himself for our spiBaul reminds us ofgberce of ourn&tion. Jesus is
the one who died for us, therefore it is to Him that we owe our lives-(508al5:14
2:20).

2. that He might deliver us from this present evilpage: H Z H U Eondepn@Gattiduh
because we walked according to our own desires ingd@ctbersvisdom of this
world. It isfrom those things that Jesesiess He delivers us from the wrath that is
coming upon sin (1 Thess. 1:10). He delivers us from the ignorance that is in the wor
(Eph. 4:18). He delivers us from the consegfuemoegsinful lives.

3. ‘according to the will of our God and Father7KH SODQ RI VDOYDWLRQ
oncefor alldelivered to the saints was accomplistudgatcthe eternal willGxdd
(Eph. 3:9 :KDW ZH KDYH LQ & KebtioVavc&tbehdginnh@ ItwRas -V L
according to His will that Jesus was sent to us and Paul was sent by Jesus. We hav
power, no authority, and therefore no right to eemgeeword of the gospel
Rather, we must seek to do all things accthdingltmf the Father, just as Jesus did
when He was theearth.

4. 1o whom be the glory for ever and ever. ApBatause of whwey are (Deity) and
all that hey have donEKH\ DUH ZRUW Kkoreven aBdOefderd ORW\ZH P XV W
always remembemwhom the glory is due!

Il. Only One Gospel: 1:40
A. Turning away to a different gospel7@/3. 6

1. 1 marvel that you are turning away so $oon1RW ORQJ DIWHU 3DXO KI
gospel to the Galatidalse prophdtegardeceiving them. Paul wagealrat how
quickly they were willing to trade in the trigHiéathat they were willing to follow
these new doctringsenthey clearly contradicted the doctrine which Paul had delivered
to themn the beginnirgy which they had also been saved.

2. to adifferentgosppl *RVSHOuU O lgiotHneéwsR B\*PHBIQVZRUG IRU "G
LV GHILQHG "'DOWHUHG HOVH QH[W Wwad/Kdihg VWULIL
preached to thgronised some sortnefia;butit was not thgpood newfsQirist. ltwas
in fact different from the gospeldéisas established on the cross, and therefore different
thanthe gospel that Paul had preached to them.

3. Which is not another7 KH *UHH N addthep@- VR&HITLQHG "DQRWKHU
i.e., simar, the samé.was NOT a similar gosp&¥ad#NOT another gospel of the
same nature as the one Paul preached. To illustrateisveayiRgubomeone is
cooking witbhickereggs and say4and me another gggW KH\ DUH DVNLQJ IRU
to those already being uBedreach this different gospel would be like handing the
person &adbury eggstead of a chicken Blgg Cadbury eggembles an egg, but it is
notanothexgg. It will not work. Such was the gbsipelfalse teachérsvas a fake;
completelgifferengospel from the one true gospel




B. Condemnation on anyone who would preach a different goslg#l (Vs. 7b.

1. But there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel pP@uirist
wasquick to showhat theperverted nature of tHiferenjospedould only bring
condemnation on those who preached it and upon those whdeellegedhles
those that preach such falsehood as troubling the churches.iricGatribgtgbe
wordtroubléas the f&FH R1 "UHYROXWLRQL]H p 7KLV LV VLPLO

subvert whole housghaolds L \affedfal$¥ Kadtrideas on the churcMKHUH LV
not a separate gospel suited to the prejudieeB @GH G TW DV WH Vnatn. FThBrEls VHFW F
but one gospel, and hence all church divisions result from perversions of that gospel, and all s
VHFHVVLRQV RU UHYROXWLRQDU\ GLYLVLRQV DUH EXW WK
simplicity and purity that is towardVGh2 Cor. 11:3u 0 F * Dpd. 25D\

2. Buteven if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what
we have preached to yolhe gospel as Paul hadhpe#icwas complete, whole,
perfect, absolute. Should one pervert the gospel by changing any of the truths reveale
it, any of the doctrines established by it, or by adding to or removing any of the comman
delivered in,itheir gospel would be offfect and that person would be atdurse
does not matter from whwereceive our gospel, whether by angel or by men, if it is not
exactly the samehesoneevealed the Scripturésis a curagpon those who obey it
and/or teach.it

3. let him beaccursed 7KH .-9 UH@@GtHethg WWKIPHDQV “"GHYRYV
GHVWU XFs) It BGpg coade@ ration fBad upon any who attetm gtite His
word (Deut. 4:2; Prov. 3@52 John 9; Rev. 22188. The point of this statement
must be so algaunderstood that the Holy Spirit saw fit to repeat it. Do we get the point?

C. Paul will not bend for the sake of pleasing men (Vs. 10).

1. TFor do | now persuade men, or God? Or do | seek to please BI&PH RI1 3DXO-
enemies had accused him of beengleaser 7 KR XJK 3 D X Obe@ll thingswoU L Y H
all mep &RU KH GLG VR VROHO\ WR VKRZ EURWK
of the Lord and to sway men over to the willBfiiGabnce did he altae doctrine
that he preachétk preached the exact same thing to every church and every person (1
Cor. 4:17). No matter how unpleasant the truth of God was to men, no matter how mucl
it may have offendednth@aul preached it exactle agdeived from God (Acts
20:27).

2. For if | still please men, | would not be a bondservant of Ghris7 KRXJK 3DXQ
pleased men before his conversion, he had since become a bondservant of Chr
Therefore his life was given to serve Christ in all things. But if he changed his doctrine
orderto SOHDVH PHQ RU LI KH VRXJKW WR JDLQ WKH JF
Christ woulchave ndonger lBn his master. For we can setyeone master.
Whomever we please is our master, whether Christ or man. From his statements in ver:
6-9 we arable to see that pleasing mamieasoncerndul From here Paul will go
on to prove that his loyalties rest with Christ alone




Questions
Lesson One

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1.

10

11.

12.

From whordid Paul receive his apostleship?

When 3 D X OGxaba\ ¥ you and peaf K DW GRHV KH PHDQ"

Why did Jesus give Himself for our sins?

How many gospels are there?

:KHQ 3D Xaiffsténtgaspel, which is nopjaroth®&@ W 2DV KH WDONLQJ DERXW"

What are false teachers doing whisratihegomething other than what God revealed?

If an angel reveals something to us that is not in the scripture or contradicts the scriptures, shoul
listen to him because he is an angel? Explain.

What happens to people who preach a different gospel?

WhDW @deuiisgdPHD Q"

. From his statements thus far in his epistle, how can we know that Paul is not seeking to please me

Who should we sé&Wwéhy?

What happens when we alte message in order to please other people? Is God pleased?
Why/why not?




Introduction

Lesson Two
Galatians111-24

1. Some false teachers had brought into question the apostleship of Paul and the validity of his gospe

2. -XVW DV PDQ\ LQ *D O D Wdiffereat-yosdel Y Midréwlerk alde Gorié Rhoweke -
belevinghe lies that were being spread concerning Paul.

3. Therefore Paul reminds the Galatians that he is an apostle and that his gospel and his instruction:s
letter come from God.

Discussion

l. 7KH

'LYLQH 2ULJLQ RI 3I2XO:-V *RVSHO

A. Paul did noeceive it from man (vs. 11).

1.

But | make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preachad byQne
order to help them to undergtenceason foisseverity in vs.98Paukhows them the
origin of his gosp@fhen we know its true souree gierhaps we will have a better
respect for its unchangeablee

is not according to man ,I LW ZHUH Rl PHQ WKHQ WKHUH ZR
FKDQJLQJ LW D OLWWOH KHUH RU WKHUH CG&XW LW L
2:13). It imot something that Paul made up; therefore it is not something that he or any
man can change
This instruction is needful faytoidr many preach the gosjielt avere a matter of
opinion and the Bible the work of men. Thus, they see no prodemingtbne or
two things. Understanding the origins of the gospel will ablgeustils doctrine
without deviation 6LQFH WKH JRVSHO ZDV QRW FRPSRVHG WR VXL
true to his call were he to try bendingitoBUDQ LQ RUGHU WR ZLQ KLV IULHQG
pg. 72).

B. He received it by the revelation of Jesus Christ (vs. 12).

1.

For | neither received it from man, nor was | taught it7 KLV LV LB®BRUWDQV
understand. Had Piadeived the gospekthe same mannemastoday (byeing

taught by someone)disenhe would have beemo position to be an apostle. The
aposts were eye witnesses of ChristtaBhkeivas to bear witoéssimto the world

(Acts 1:8). In order to do ithveasnecessary for them to sewe the resurrected Christ

with their own eyes and retle@redoctrine directly from Hith of the other apostles

fulfilled this, being taught by Jesus while He was on the earth before and after H
resurrection. But Pdid not become a disciple until-dftd&f XV- ILQDO DVFHQVLF
Nevertheless, Christ appeared to himroadthie DamasausActs 9But where did

Paul learthhe gospel? If he received it from menvioeidieave been different than

Christans todayut if he received it from Christ thendld have bearirue apostle.

He says here thaDH2 NOTreceive itfo PHQ 5DWKHU «

but it came through the revelation of Jesus GhtisH UHFHLYHG DQG ZDV WDX
communication oKH PLQG RI *RG WKUR Xahtb, pyl IS3)Rex/@lation Vg /LSV
GHILQHG "$Q XQFRYHULQJu 9LQHYV W LV D GLVFC
received thgs directly from Jesus wieigrdviously did not kndWwismeans that his




gospetame from the same sourttetbsfthe other aposttekom Jesus Himself.
Therefore Paul halll thequalificationsf a true apostle d&uwidein his words the

authority given by GbB0r that reasomhether we are regdthegospsl the epistles

of Raul, or the epistles of Peter, they all carry the exact same authority for they are all tf
words of God (1 Cor. 14:37; 2 Pet1&)5

I. Paul Separated as an Apostle by the Will of God (1113
A. 3DXO:V FRQGXFW LQ -XGDLM® EHIRUH KLV FRQYHUVLRQ

1.

For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaisshb XO KDG EHHQ NQR
churches a$le who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried
(Gal. 2:23; cf. Acts 9:21). It would seem that his history had ditedbeethes
Galatians, either by him or by someone else.

How | persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destdy lit

more background on this read Act8:4;59:130; 22:3l1; 26:418. Paul was
exceedinglyiolent against the chuacid against the name Gifrist before his
conversion. Therefore the gospel thiaasbed to the Galatiansatdsarned in his

early life and he certainly did not makEat upall things he was contrary to Christ.

And | advanced in Judaism drey many of my contemporaries in my own nation,

being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fe#eeis referringot

so mucto his faithas his zeal for the traditions and practices of the Jews which was in par
responsible for his M@ FH DJDLQVW WKH FKXUFK %HFDXVH
traditions of the Jews he could not have come up with the gospel which he preached to
Galatians. He was more zealous for Jewish tradition than any of his contemporaries; he
head of thelass, so to speak. The gospel was the very thing that his zeal was directe
against. It was not possible that he would have made it up or that it could have origina
fromhim.

B. ThemannerRl1 3DXO:-V VHSD B WAGR)Q WR WKH JRVSHO

1.

ButwhenitpHDVHG *RG ZKR VHSDUDWHGUWPHRGRVPQPRYZ PRV
3DXO:-V JHDO IRU GRLQJ ZKD wffirkhetdthél kvRil€é e WiasZz DV U |
SHUVHFXWLQJ WK Hl gokidXddrisejenc®lF B/VG LW IBXFK JHDO Z
the right direcin, is very useful to GGKHUHIRUH [UR®od3HaKO -V EL
determined to use Paul in His séivere. are several instances in the Scriptures where
this was the case (Samson, Judgesié@efniah, Jer. 1:5; and John the Baptist, Luke
1:1317).

and called me through His grace "& DOOHWR BBXHODUVHE REGYHUVLR
approached by Jesus on his way to Damascus and shown that what he was doing
wrong. While in Damascus Paul repented of hisoliegdatite gospel by being
baptizedAs sél Q  3fDrXé&conduct was in every way contrary to the gospel. There
ZDV QRWKLQJ KH FRXOG KDYH GRQH WR UHFRPSHQV!
grace Paul was given the opportunity to repent and to turn to the true service of God.

to revealHis Son in me, that | might preach Him among the Genlitest Paul

might bear witness of Christ and ultimately that he might reveal Christ to the Gentile
through his words, through the signs done by the power of the Holy Spirit, and throug
His conduc




C. Paul did not confer with flesh and blood (vs. 16 b).

1.

2.

This section further supports the fact that Paul did not receive his gospeefrom men.
revelation of Christ wasothlg possible source fakrios/ledge in the gospel.

1 did not immediatelyonfer with flesh and blogeh\fter his conversion, Paul did not
immediately go where he couldneamabouhe gospel from men. He did not seek
council from his former friendis@ HZ EUHWKUHQ $V ZrimddlidtByc LQ $1
he preachedtGhrike synagogués3 D XO -V JRVSHO ZDV JLYHQ WR KL
would have needed time to learn it from Hogvever, he has shown thanlyis
interestbefore hisonversion was in destroying the. dospeldiately after his
conversion hmeachk the gospel. There wasme to learn it from men before he

began preachitignust have come by revelation.

[I. 3DXO:-V 5HODWLRQVKLS WR2W.KH 2WKHU $SRVWOHYV
A. Paul did not meet the other apostles after his conversion (vs. 17).

1.

Nor did | @ up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles bgfiore3nieX OedZ DV FDO'
appointed, and taughtlésus Christ. For that reason he did not need therapproval
instructiorof the other apostles (though he still taught the same gospel as they did). As
gostle, the revelation of Christ was the source of his thespelasdneed for him
to be taught by men. Therefore there was no need for him to go up to Jerusalem.

But | went to Arabia, and returned to DamagcusSs DWKHU WKDQ JRLQJ WI
went into Arabighe exact location of which is unceHemmctivities there and the
duration of his stay maoegiven. Some hageculatethat Paul went into Ardbia

meditate othe gospelhich Christ had revealed to Bunh thigheoryis wihout
foundatiarHispurpose for providithgs information wasprove that he hadeed to

go where thetherapostles wer®r he was sufficiently taught by the revelation of Jesus
Christ. From Arabia he returned to Damascus. This journeypcoustdthsemetime
betweer\cts 9:19 aizd.

B. After three years he went to Jerusaleri@)s. 18

1.

Thenafter three years | went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him
fifteen daysuy ORVW OLNHO\ WKUHH \HDUV325lseyd thatl. V FR Q
after many day3V KH -HZV SORWWHG WR NLOO 3DXO WKXV I
Jerusalem.

% XW , VDZ QRQH RI WKH RWKHU DSRVMW OM\ \H [lLPH SWR
show the brevity of his stay in Jerusaldiftdenligays). His purpose in Jerusalem was

not to learn, but to preach. In Acts 9:29 we see him preaching to the Hellenists (Greeks
His reason for leavsglso revealed in that passadgl|doists alptotted to kill him.

During that time theQ®W\ DSRVWOH KH PHW ZDV 3HWHU -DF
mentioned here and is described as an apostle. Though he was not properly an apostle
not called by Jesus specifically to the office), he did have many of the same credentia
the apostlebging a witness of Christ. Again, there was not enough time in this short
period for Paul to gain anything further concerning his gospel from the other apostles, tt
more firmly establishing his indepentidare.

C. Paul traveled to the regions af&@wtiCilic(@s. 224).

1.

Now concerning the things which | write tq iymleed, before God, | do notlie
Paul wantetthiem to clearly understhat s accousof his conversidherevelation
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he received frahesysand his traveilerethe absate truthlt was important that the
Galatians understtimel truth of these fa€tese things provide probisadpostleship,
and therefore his authority as a spokesman for God.
Afterward | went into the regions of Syria and Cilicisb H H \V@Kgage&sD &hd
of the appendix. In Acts 9:30 we are told that when the brethren in Jerusalem found ol
about the plot to kill Paul they secretly sent him to Caesarea then on to Tarsus, which
located in the NW Corner of Cilicia. Later, Barnab@auloanhd@arsus and the two of
them went down to Antioch, which is the chief city in the region of Syri2@icts 11:25
And | was unknown by face to the churches of Judea which werejin GhXi& H D
was the region around Jerusalem and to the B¥AdfSKaee thmap on page ii of
the appendix). Judea and Samaria were the first two regionsgiuspealvprédaeh
throughout (Acts8). 3aDXO -V SXUSRVH KHUH LV WR IXUWKHU H)\
brethren. Being among the first toerghei\gospel, they would have been the most
knowledgeable and experience in it. But he did not learn the gospel from them
. %9 XW WKH\ ZHUH KHDULQJ RQO\ f+H ZKR IRUPHUO\ S
which he once tried to destrpy 7 KH F KidddkaéwPdulpnly be reputation. He
had not gone to them to learn his gospel. He had not gone to them to validate h
apostleship.
. And they glorified God inme 7KH\ JORULILHG *RG WKDW 3DXO Z
them and that he was in factght#igirspread of the go3peligh they had never seen
him and had no part in his conversion, they had heard of the work that he was doing ¢
showed approval of it. For he preached the same thing that they did, though he ne\
learned his gospel from men.
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Questions
Lesson Two

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

What did Paul make kmtwthe brethren in Galatia? Why?

What was the source of the gospel preached by Paul? Why is it important for us to know this?

'"HVFULEH 3DXO -\ doiv€sol.FW EHIRUH K

How did Paul compare to his Jewish contemporaries?

:KDW ZDV 3DXO:V SXUSRVH IRU SURYL@aqQest?KH LQIRUPDWL

Who chose Paul to be an apostle?

When was he chosen? Explain.

What did Paul mean when he saikikhdtnot immediately confer with flesh ‘and blood

Where did Paul go shortly after his conversion? Where did he go after that?

How long after his conversion was it before Paul went to Jerusalem? Who did he meet there?

Where did Paul go from Jerugalem

What major cities did Paulinilie regions of Cilicia and Syria?

During his travels, how much time did Paul spend with the other apostles? Explain why this
important to the point of his discussion.

12



| esson Three
Galatian2:1-10

Introduction

1.

2.

Having shown thidie gospel ardsapostleshiypere from Christ and nah, Paul now shows that
he waseceiveds an equsl the other apostles (2:9).

Paubrovesisauthority and stability in the gogslowing that he will not Hieg gospealifany
man.

Discussion

Paul Travels to Jerusalem with Barnabas (5L
A. Paul preached for fourteansybefore meeting the other apastiEs

1. Then after fourteen yegusVe can safely assume that this is from the same point as the
three year ped mentioned in 1818 DXO -V FRQYHUVLRQ 7KLV FRYHL
in Acts 9 through. Turing this tinfeaul and Barnabas had gone on their first missionary

journey and returned to Antioch, which was their base of operatied;, (Ac2613:1
28. It was during these travels thaamthBlarnalestablisheéde churches in Galatia.
2. 1 went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus watihiie

3DXO DQG %DUQDEDV ZHUH LQ &apahlnieR sanikldehifrow K H
-XGHD DQG WDXJKW WKH EUHWKUHQ 9fT8QOHVV \RX L
cannot be savgd $FWYV 7KH HUURU PkeWwrkdd@iovBiRd-W UL QH

Paul, for hiead been refuting this teaching while still in Butithet the matter might
be settled by all the apostles Paul was sent to(2etsshfeB). Titus was a young

man who had become a traveling partner and fellow worker with Paul. He is mentioned
2 Cor. 7, 8, 12, here in Galatians, and Padealddre of his letters to him. The fact
WKDW 7LWXV ZDV D *HQWLOH LV LPSRUWDQW WR 3DX

B. Traveling to Jerusalem 12; Acts 15).

1. And | went up by revelatpn $vV DQ DSRVWOH VHQW RXW E\ WK
there were severatasions where Paul was directed in this manner (Acts 16:7). It is
evident throughout the New Testament that this type of guidance from the Holy Spirit wz
restricted to the apostles and prophets as they fulfilled their role in revealing the word

God.
2. ‘and communicated to them that gospel which | preached among thepGentes

Acts 15:3 Paul and his companions are recorded as relating all that had happened in th
first missionary journey to the churches at Phoenicia, Samaria, and farally at Jerusa

This would have been the first encounter Paul had with all of the @thenaghiostles

is important to note that throughout his preaching Paul did not command one Gentile to |

circumcised, yet all of the apostles and elders in Jerushleve &paiceconversion.

Throughout this section Paul will continue to prove the validity of his apostleship whil

beginning his arguments against the Judaizing teachers.

3. but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means | might rdn, or ha
run, in vainp 7KLV UHIHUV WR VRPH RI WKH DSRVWOHV D
among the church. It was a wise step to bring this matter to such men privately. Th
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would give him opportunity to explain the matter thoroughly totthgne #mem

time to think on it before entering the colBekO ZLVHO\ FRQVXOWHG ZLWK
(Acts 15¥before entering the council, lest, through some misinyjdrstaright encounter their
opposition, and so have his work destroyed, for he recognized that if his labors were discountenance
the fountaihead, all that he had done would be in vain. According to his characteristic use of
metaphors, he descrikdsV ODERUV XQGHU WKH ILIXWH 288 WKM RHBHFLD
Jews were to continue in this perverted teaching concerning the Gospel, it would have upset the wi
RI 3DXO DPRQJ WKHPu =HUU SJ

C. Paubnd TitusnounterJudaizingabers (2:5).

1. Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be
circumcised 7LWXV zZDV D *UHHN EHLQJ RI WKH *HQWLO'
circumcision had been brought before the Jerusalem counsel. If cirdig®egcision had
necessary for salvation then Titus would have been compelled to be circumcised. But
ZDVQ-W I FLUFXPFLVLRQ ZDV SURILWDEOH IRU VDO
would have been the time to establish that. But the conclusmmsélthaaas the
circumcision was not necessary. That Titus came from their not being circumcised w
evidence of that.

2. 'And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brqu@htyirwould Titus
have been compelled to be circumcised inplaedi?tdBecause of these false brethren
trying to convince Christians to keep the Law of Moses. Possibhidgws peste
Christians to learn of their doctrines in order to seek a way to refute them and turn
people away from the faith.

3. Wwho came in tstealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christiesds HV H
-HZV LQ GLVJXLVH ZHUH VS\LQJ RQ WKH FKXUFK DV -
something of the freedom Christians have in Christ.

4. that they might bring us into bondgge ét& desire was to find some way by which
they could bring Christians back under the bondage of the Law of Moses.

5. to whom we did not yield submission even forap hosHW HYHQ LQ WKH S
this counsel Titus was not compelled to be circunitisaduanliberty of the gospel
was preserved. Through this account Paul showed that his gospel did not change, e
while under pressure from these false teachers. In its conclusion the counsel al
established the same truth that Paul had beenafirabmigndiowever, as Paul will
point out later in his letter, the Christians in Galatia had not been so consistent in the
faith.

6. that the truth of the gospel might continue withyou3DXO ZDV YLFWRULR:
false teachers. His labor in prgdlchigospel was not in vain. Because he, Titus, and the
other apostles resisted the false tdheh@edatians were able continue in the freedom
that they had in Christ. It is important to note that it was thisviieddeaul and the
other apostt had defendéthat the Galatians were now givibg ligiening to false
teachers

I. Paul and His Apostleship Received by the Other Apostles (2:6).
A. Those who seemed to be something added Railifug. t6).
1. But from those who seem to be saméthvhoever they ajg 7KHVH PD\ EH W
same people of reputation as in 2:2. They seemed to be something in the minds of otl
men; i.e. have high reputations. It is a tendency of men (even Christians) to exalt oth
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men like the apostles higher thaouthigyto (1 Cor. 1:12; -3} In the world and
DPRQJ WKRVH ZKR DUH ZRUOGO\ PLQGHG WKH EHVW
introduced to other men of high reputation. If Paul desired to be validated as an apost
the Jerusalem conference wengdoleen the best place to do it. He would have been in
WKH SUHVHQFH RI WKH DSRVWOHYVY DQG HOGHUV WKH
2. it makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritism tuno#iémM SRV LWLF
and reputation of men make no difference to Pauhpasttesisp or service to God.
Neither their opinion of him nor their validation of his apostleship affected anything, for h
was appointed by God and not men and did not need the approval of men. God is no
respecter of persons (Acts 10:34; Rom.tl2etdfpore God did not need Paul to be
approved by men in order to use him in His service.
3. for those who seem to be something added nothing tontd UH 3DXO EHJLQV \
the question as to his relationshiptbehapostléd/ashethe same &eim or wase
D “OHVYV He pay3 $haet\they@dited nothing to his authority or to his knowledge and
understanding of the goBpel. shows herethaH zDV KLPVHOI D SLOODU RI H
to the other apostles], and no more to be Ge&Sur?V KHP WKDQ WKBEBJ.E\ KLPu OF*D

B. Paul was appointed to the Gentiles as Peter was to the8)ews (Vs. 7

1. Butonthecontray &RQWUDU\ WR W KH |&8d€RagasRe/dnihiédaidd 3 D )
theapproval of the other apostles.

2. Wwhen they sathat the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as
the gospel for the circumcised was to pete'W ZDV FOHDU WR WKH RWK
ZDV LQ HYHU\ zZzD\ HTXDO WR WKHP 7KH "XQFLUFX
" F L UF X Pfers WoHIe JewsHBased on all that Paul had related to the other apostle:
concerning his conversion of the Gentiles, they were able to see that he had indeed b
appointed by God to be an apostle to the Gentiles. They recognized that even though
did ot receive his gospel from them, he preached the same thing as they did. His witne
of the resurrection and appointment by Christ also made him equal. Thus they were able
see that just as Peter led the way in the conversion of the Jews be@iridingan Act
Paul was leading the way in the conversion of the Gentiles.

3. for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also
worked effectively in me toward the Gentle¥y KHLU DSRVWOHVKLS ZDV
Christ to nre God was the One who worked effectively in Peter to bear witness of Christ
to the Jews. We see the Holy Spirit being poured out w4, Abes Boldness and
wisdom given Peter and the others by the Holy Spiri6inGactsa®rking through
PetertoWDNH WKH JRVSHO WR &RUQHOLXV LQ $FWV |
execution God enabled Peter to escape from prison with the help of an angel in Acts :
All the while Peter was performing signs and wonders, even raising Tabgla from the de
(Acts 9:36ff). All this was done to further the spread of the gospel among the Jews. Th
God worked effectively ip Pe@r WKH ERRN RI $FWV EHJLQQLQJ |
evident that just as God worked effectively in Peter He alsoctweeke thd?iaul as
KH SUHDFKHG WR WKH *HQWLOHV 7KH PLUDFOHV ZK
stamp of approval that their gospel was from Him. Thus, God, through the signs which |
had done through Paul and the work which Paul had accahgtlistvedrbghowed
all men that he was the apostle to the Beatileteb. 2:4)
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C. James, Cephas, and John give Paul the right hand of felka@@ship (vs. 9

1. And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to he plB&r©O ODUV UHSU
strength ansupport. When this figure is applied to men it refers to the strength and
support they supply to an organization. James, Cephas (Peter), and John were leaders
as such, they seemed to be pillars in the church.

2. perceived the grace that had been gvemp 7R SHUFHLYH LV "WR NQR.
RU REVHUYDWLRQUM 9LQH-V 7TKHVH PHQ E\ REVHUYI
3DXO XQGHUVWRRG WKDW KH zZzDV WKH VDPH DV WKI
given to him because this wii€@ot something that he could have earned or attained by
his own power. Rather, it was given by God, granted to Paul despite his previous si
against the name of Christ.

3. They gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the
Gentiles and they to the circumcijsed6 HHLQJ WKDW KH KDG EHHQ DS
they had been, they gave him the right hand of fellowship. This fellowship is a workir
together. These pillars agreed that they would continue to preach anhemggthe Jews
fellowship with Paul as he preached among the Gentiles. They gave the right hand
fellowship because, even though there work was being done in two different spheres, |
gospel that they preached was exactly the)da®eO R Z V K L Spre@tidNsRiJdsEHG W
they worked together as servants of God toward a coniimerngyaajreat testimony
toward the apostleship of Paul, not because he needed the approval of these men,
EHFDXVH WKHVH "SLOODUVY ZHURQHCG SIHEM H\G DHDNWM K
7TKXV E\ FRQWLQXLQJ WR TXHVWLRQ 3DXO:-V DSRVW
themselves fighting against Paul, but also against the otherthpifibees ganast
God EHFDXVH WKH DSRVWOHVMIBOORZVKLS ZDV ZLWK

4. They desired only that we should remember the pooK RXJK 3DXO DQG %DU
set for the preaching of the gospel in other regions, the apostles and elders in Jerusa
requested that they not forget the poor ChristiansThelugeaty may have been
from natural disaster or persecution. There had been a famine in that area once befc
duringwhichPaul delivered aid from the saints in Antioch to the saints in Judea accordin
to Acts 11:230. Paul also makes mention of caringdgrstan in 1 Cor. 16 and
2Cor. 89.

5. the very thing which | also was eager o d8 D XO KDG VXFK D ORYH IRL
he did not need to be asked to remember the poor. He was eager to help in any w
possible and encourage those to whonehesl goedo the same. Such completes the
unity and harmony between him and the other apdstissEDG "D VLQFHUH OF
EUHWKUHQuU DV DOO &KULVWLDQV VKRXOG KDYH 3H
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Questions
Lesson Three

Provide scriptural references where possible.

1. HowmDQ\ \HDUV KDG SDVVHG DIWHU 3DXO:-V FRQYHUVLRQ EHI
Peter)? Why is this important?

2. InActs 151 ZKDW ZDV 3DXO:V UHVSRQVH WR WKRVH ZKR WDXJI
salvation?

3. Why did Paul go to 3atem from Antioch? Who sent him?

4. Who accompanied him to Jerusalem?

5. What did Paul do wheffifs¢ arrived at JerusaMrhy?

6. Who tried to compel Titus to be circumcised?

7. What was their purpose for associating with the Christians at Jerusalem?

8. Whatdid ® XO P Wih@Quihtd bondage

9. What was the response of Paul and Titus toward these men?

10. How did this benefit the Galatians?

11. What was the response of the other apostles to the apostleship of Paul?
12.'LG WKHLU RSLQLRQ DIIH PMWposReddiQAEXAAN.3DXO -V DXWKRULW\
13. Why were the other apostles so willing to accept Paul?

14. :KDW GRHV "ULJKW KDQG RI IHOORZVKLSu PHDQ"

15. What request did James, Cephas, and John make of Paul and Barnabas? How did Paul respond?
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Introductio n

Lesson Four
Galatian2:1121

1. In this section Pgiesan accoumt which he rebulister for hypocrisy.

2. 3DXO-

V U HYV SIRGeberidy SeiRe@thHrde iHpodes:

a. It showedhat Pawlas in no way inferior to Peter as an @pastiall bring his discussion on
this matteto a close

b. Paul makes his first point concerning hypoc¢hisyfuitidyof Christians keeping the Law of
Moses.

c. It provides an introduction for Paul to begin his discussion on the relationship between the L
Christ, and Christians.

Discussion

l. Peta and Others Caught Up in Hypocrisy (2:313).
A. SHWHU: .V K\SRFULV\ YV

1.

Now, when Peter had come to Anfiosctb RPHWLPH DIWHU WKH -HUXVI
not know how long, possibly sometime between Acts 15:30 and 36) Peter traveled up
Antioch wére Paul and Barnabas were.

1 withstood him to his face, because he was to be plamé&dLOH 3HWHU ZDV LC
Paul saw it necessary to rebuke him to his face. Peter had actually been the cause fo
hypocrisy that was taking place among tr@hiestésts in Antioch.

For before certain men came from James, he would eat with the | GentieP H V

who was still in Jerusalem, sent a group of Jewish brethren to Antioch. Before they arriv
Peter would freely associate with his Gentile brethisesighificant because according

to Jewish tradition it was unlawful for Jews to eat with Gentiles. But in Christ the old law
and therefore the division between Jews and Gentiles, was abolished. The two had bect
one (Eph. 2:1¥5). Therefore it wa@and right for Peter to eat with his Gentile
brethren and to eat whatever food they put before him.

but when they came he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of
the circumcisiopn :KHQ WKH RWKHU -HZLVK B davhg WithQ DUUL
the Gentiles. He separated himself from the Gentiles, as if following again the customs
the Jews. This was especially strange as in Acts 10 Peter was the first person to show
there was no longer a separation between Jews sinbh @ettil#l he defended this

truth to his fellow Jews and continued to do so during the Jerusalem conference in Acts
But while in Antioch he reverted back to his prejudicial Jewish customs. Why? Because
feared those who were of the cpeetecipiaged the hypocrite by separating himself
from the Gentiles in order to gain the good opinion of his fellow Jews. He contradicted tr
very truth that he had previously defended.

B. Barnabas and others carried away with their hypocrisy (vs. 13).

1.

Therest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with hipQ 3DXO VDLG WK
was to be blamed YLGHQWO\ KH ZzDV WKH ILUVW RQH WR ZL\
other Jews followed in his example of hypocrisy. The truth about the G®railes wa
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